














NEWS OF NOTE

Louisiana fellow Judy Barrasso has
received the 2022 Hannah G. Solomon
Award from the Greater New Orleans
National Council for Jewish Women,
the most prestigious award conferred
by the organization. A founding
member of Barrasso Usdin Kupperman
Freeman & Sarver, Barrasso received
the award for her work as a staunch
advocate for women’s rights and civil
rights more broadly, and her leadership
in the community to promote social
change. Barrasso is a longtime
member of Tulane Law’s adjunct faculty
and the American College of Trial
Lawyers.

Louisiana fellow Darrel Papillion
was appointed to the U.S. District
Court in New Orleans on May 30.
The full Senate confirmed Papillion, a
French-speaking Creole who grew up
in Acadiana. He started representing
plaintiffs” personal injury lawsuits in
1999. Since 2009, he has been a
partner at Walters Papillion Thomas
Cullens LLC in Baton Rouge. A former
defender of insurance companies,
Papillion has spent the last two
decades representing plaintiffs.

lllinois fellow Timothy Tomasik was
sworn in as the 2022-23 Chicago Bar
Association President on June 23,
2022.Tomasik, a founding member

of Tomasik Kotin Kasserman LLC,

has practiced law for nearly three
decades, and has established a
nationally renowned trial practice that
has successfully resolved hundreds of
millions of dollars in claims in a variety
of practice areas, including complex
premises liability, aviation litigation,
medical negligence, medical liability,
hospital liability, and mass disasters.

Remembering three ISOB glants

Morris James “Jim” Bruckner, 88, of Freeland,
Washington, passed away peacefully at home on June
24 after a brief illness. Jim was president of the ISOB
in 1984. Recruited to play football at the University
of Nebraska, Jim chose instead to attend Creighton
University, graduating second in his class from the
Law School in 1958. Jim then joined the Cassem
Tierney firm in Omaha, where he honed his courtroom
skills. After a brief stint as a lawyer on Capitol Hill,
he returned to trial practice in Lincoln, Nebraska. Jim
was a renowned trial lawyer, invited by peer recognition into four
major organizations: ISOB; The American College of Trial Lawyers;
The International Academy of Trial Lawyers; and The International
Academy of Appellate Lawyers. Of those groups, Jim always favored
the Barristers, and fondly recalled being involved in hiring our beloved
John Reed. Written by his son, ISOB Fellow Stephen Bruckner.

Jim Bruckner

John George Lancione passed away peacefully from
complications of Alzheimer’s on Sept. 8, 2022,
surrounded by his children at his home on Catawba
Island. He was 87. Lancione attended Ohio University
where he earned his bachelor’s degree in economics, and
met his wife, Mary Jo Battaglia. After earning his law
degree from The Ohio State University College of Law
in 1959, he joined the Cleveland law firm of Harrison,
John Lancione  Spangenberg & Hull. He quickly distinguished himself
as a premier trial advocate for the injured and became a named partner
in Spangenberg, Shibley, Traci & Lancione. In 1999 he and his son,
John A. Lancione, formed The Lancione Law Firm where they practiced
together on behalf of victims of medical negligence. Lancione retired in
2007 to his home on Catawba Island where he enjoyed spending time
with his wife, four children, and 11 grandchildren. Written by his son,
ISOB Fellow John A. Lancione.

Joe McLeod and I met in law school and immediately
became lifelong friends. All who knew him know that
Joe was a personable, friendly person whose word was
his bond. He worked hard but played just as hard. Joe
was the true example of a trial lawyer. I don’t think he
ever filed a complaint hoping to better a settlement - he
intended to hear from “the 12 in the box.” Outside his
practice he gave generously to his profession and was
a valuable contributor and fearless leader of both the Joe Mcl.eod
North Carolina Academy of Trial Lawyers (now NCAJ) and of this
organization of which he was proud to be a member and its President. In
my last face-to-face conversation with Joe he said, “You know the name
of my boat is Flying Scot and I’ve got enough of that blood that I didn’t
spend all the money I’ve made. I’'m going to Naples and do the two
things, other than trying cases, that I enjoy most: play golf and offshore
fish.” This group and the Bar in general have lost a great friend, a great
lawyer and a true professional. Joe died Oct. 9, 2022. Written by ISOB
Fellow John Drew Warlick.




WE REMEMBER

THE HoN. Davip R. CHipMAN, K.C.  THE HON. WILLIAM ]. KUNKLE JR.
Halifax, Nova Scotia Chicago, Illinois
May 2, 1930 - April 23, 2023 Sept. 3, 1941 - Now. 19, 2022
Judge Chipman was appointed to the Appeal From ISOB National Membership Chair Tim
Division of the Supreme Court of Nova Scotia Tomasik: Judge Kunkle had an enormously
(later Nova Scotia Court of Appeal) where he distinguished career as a prosecutor at the
served for 18 years until mandatory retirement nationally regarded Cook County State’s
at age 75. He was appointed Queen’s Counsel in Attorney’s office. He is most famous for
1968 and “was renowned as a powerful litigator leading the successful prosecution of serial
and highly regarded for his honesty, integrity killer John Wayne Gacy. Equally true, he
and as noted by one author, his ‘straight arrow was a quite formidable commercial civil
nature’.” Judge Chipman is survived by his wife trial lawyer with his own firm, and with
Carolyn, three sons and extended family. Phelan, Pope & John before ascending to
the bench in 2004. He was a mentor to all
ARTHUR DOWNEY and a giant in the legal community. I'm so
Fort Collins, Colorado fortunate to have enjoyed a long dinner
Nov. 21, 1938 — March 4, 2022 with him months before his passing where
A great lawyer and person, Art called Colorado we discussed our careers in the State’s
home for 59 years and opened the Downey Law Attorney’s office, and a police misconduct
Firm in the early 1980’s. He is survived by his case decades ago where we were adverse
wife Gwen; three children, five grandchildren and to one another.

two great-granddaughters.
RALPH LOMBARDI

ORRIN L. HARRISON III Oakland, California
Dallas, Texas Aug. 22, 1945 - Dec. 20, 2022
July 1, 1949 - Oct. 12, 2022
A fourth-generation Texan affectionately known Ralph was one of the founders of the law
as “Big 0,” Orrin was a devoted father, lawyer firm Lombardi, Loper & Conant where he
and friend. From his obituary, “He touched practiced until his retirement in 2018.
countless hearts that will now touch others, all After retirement, Ralph continued his work
of whom will recall the days of shared journey as a mediator and is remembered for his
in a trial, a round of golf, a sailing trip, a hunt, professionalism, kindness and integrity. In
a scotch and cigar afternoon, a trip down a addition to practicing law and spending
snowy ski hill, or just a day reminiscing.” Orrin quality time with his family, Ralph loved
is survived by his wife of 51 years, Paula; son, adventure: skiing a black diamond run,
two daughters and seven grandchildren. hiking, snorkeling and paragliding. He is

survived by his wife of 54 years, Gail; three
children and five grandchildren.
GEORGE KARGIANIS
Bellevue, Washington
July 11, 1929 - Sept., 2020
TaE HON. MiCHAEL MCCORMACK

From ISOB Past President Harry Schneider: Omaha. Nebraska
George Kargianis was born in Aberdeen, Wash., o
onJuly 11, 1929, and passed away at the age of July 20, 1939 - May 9, 2022
94. In his first year at Grays Harbor Community Appointed in 1997 by Gov. Ben Nelson,
College, he joined the debate team, found he lustice McCormack served on the Nebraska
“had a flair for it,” and won the state and regional Supreme Court for 19 years until his
championship. George graduated from the retirement in 2016. Prior to his judicial
University of Washington Law School in 1953 and appointment, he worked as an assistant
had a highly successful career as a trial lawyer public defender in Douglas County and in
specializing in personal injury and product liability. private practice at his family’s law firm,
George was proud to be the highest paid lawyer McCormack, Cooney, Mooney and Hillman.
in his law school graduating class at the outset He is survived by three daughters and six
of his career, earning $275 a month, which he grandchildren.

recalled as “less than | made working in a men'’s
clothing store.” In an interview several years

before his death he reflected on his career, saying Please contact the Society at
“I think the law has made me a better person. It's beskind@law.duke.edu if you know
made me more attuned to the needs and wants of of a fellow who has passed away.

other people.”

TiMoTHY MCCORMICK
Dallas, Texas
May 20, 1948 - April 16, 2023

From ISOB past president, Graham Hill:
Tim was my closest friend in law school. We
had to talk our way into being allowed to
enroll in John McElhaney’s trial advocacy
course during the summer after our first
year since we had not taken Evidence. We
had a blast in trial advocacy competitions
earning the nickname “The Gold Dust
Twins” from Professor McElhaney. After we
took the bar exam, we headed to Puerta
Vallarta with our wives in a Volkswagen
“hippy” van. Predictably, we had a few
mechanical problems along the way and
some scary moments driving thru the wilds
of the jungles of Mexico but have laughed
and reminisced about that trip for the past
40+ years. Tim is survived by his wife of 51
years, Robin; two daughters, a son and six
grandchildren.

LARRY R. ROGERS SR.
Chicago, Illinois
Dec. 29, 1947 - Jan. 19, 2023

A father, grandfather, trial lawyer and
founding partner of Power Rogers, Larry
Sr. is remembered as a legal trailblazer who
dedicated more than 37 years representing
clients in personal injury and wrongful
death cases. He was elected president of
the Cook County Bar Association and the
Illinois Trial Lawyers Association where
he served as the first African American
president. He is survived by extended family
including his son ISOB Fellow Larry Rogers
Ir;; daughter Ann Marie; Frederic Everly,
also an attorney; his life partner Pamela
Anderson; eight grandchildren and three
great-grandchildren.

CoLIN J.S. “CAL” THOMAS JR.
Staunton, Virginia
Oct. 14, 1936 - Jan. 19, 2023

Not only a skilled and successful lawyer,
(al was also a teacher at the National
Institute for Trial Advocacy and in 1988
helped found the Trial Advocacy Institute
at the University of Virginia. He enjoyed
history, reading, poetry, hunting, fishing
and family trips to Nags Head and
Hatteras, North Carolina. Cal is survived
by his children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.
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PO. Box 21320
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[Laguna Beach, California

2024 ANNUAL MEETING
MARCH 19-22, 2024

Join us as we unwind by the Pacific, in the heart

of Southern California’s preeminent artist colony.
Mark your calendars for March 19-22, 2024, at The
Montage Laguna Beach. Find rest and relaxation,
plus ocean views, entertainment, fellowship and
and stimulating speakers. We will see you there! To
register,; go to: http://isobam.cventevents.com.
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