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May difficult times inspire creative solutions

“May you live in interesting times.”
So goes the curse, often mistaken
for a blessing. Credited with
popularizing the phrase, Robert
F. Kennedy cited it in a 1966 Cape
Town, South Africa, speech:

Twenty-seven
years ago on
October 15,
“There is a Chinese curse which
we witnessed
says, ‘May he live in interesting
Harry Schneider
a Supreme
times.’ Like it or not, we live in
Court confirmation process which
interesting times. They are times
of danger and uncertainty; but they surfaced allegations of sexual
harassment that threatened to
are also the most creative of any
derail the president’s nominee.
time in the history of mankind.”
Today, the number of revelations
As conveyed by RFK, the correct
interpretation is said to mean, “May of sexual assault is unprecedented,
you experience much disorder and and some can still threaten a
Supreme Court confirmation.
trouble.”
If so, mission accomplished for
American citizens in 2018.
Over a few weeks this fall we look
back on anniversaries of several
events in American life that show
how far we have come, or not, in
the last 50 years or so.

Fifty-five years ago on September
15, the 16th Street Baptist Church
in Birmingham was bombed by
racists devoted to sowing the
seeds of division. Despite much
progress, the voices of hate and
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on the media.

May we hope that RFK was right,
that in times of danger and
uncertainty, people of principle
will find creative solutions to our
problems.
***

Those of us who attended the
2018 ISOB Annual Convention
in London enjoyed a memorable
time of reflection and recreation
among good friends and valued
colleagues. Thank you Judy
Barrasso, Brent Barriere and Ken
and Jackie McEwan. We heard
interesting speakers, some of
Forty-five years ago on October 20, whom had endured considerable
danger and uncertainty in their
the U.S. Attorney General and his
deputy were fired by the president own lives, but who responded with
creative solutions that improved
for refusing to terminate the
the condition of others.
special prosecutor’s investigation
into meddling in a national
We look forward to seeing many of
election, while the president
you at the 2019 ISOB Convention
labeled the press the “enemy of
in Tucson for more of the same.
the people.” Today our attorney
general is criticized by a president Ray and Wendy Joy Persons are
assembling a program of events,
for not firing the independent
counsel as he investigates meddling speakers, and opportunities for
camaraderie that you will not want
in a national election, while the
president mounts a constant attack to miss. Please join us.

Farewell, friend

John Reed was the Fred Astaire of
the law school world. There was
a deeper kinship than prowess on
the dance floor. There was the same
clean line in gesture and speech,
the same trimness of content and
grace of expression, and the same
understated empathy with all
manner of people.

John W. Reed
Dec. 11, 1918 March 6, 2018

As a student I actually looked
forward to Evidence classes with this master. The
sessions could have been choreographed. John
was constantly in motion, juggling one idea after
another before our bedazzled gazes. Painlessly, even

continued on page 6
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Left to right: Randal LeNeave (Minnesota); Cortney LeNeave (Minnesota); Matt Guy (Louisiana); Jonathan Hough, Q.C. (England);
Curt Drake (Montana); Anil Kapoor (Canada); Curry Pajcic (Florida); Dan Kotin (Illinois); Karen Terry (Florida); Carlos Mahoney (North
Carolina); Dawn Parsons (Missouri); Fiona Donnelly (Ireland); Nicholas DiCello (Ohio); Amy Forbis (Washington); Noelle McGrenera,
Q.C. (Ireland); Shawn McGarry (Utah); Tobias Millrood (Pennsylvania); Niall McCarthy (California); Brian Murray, S.C. (Ireland); Susan
Petersen (Ohio); Katherine McArthur (Georgia); The Honorable David Crossin (Canada); Patrick Regan (Washington, D.C.); Stephen R.
Schachter, Q.C. (Canada); Bob Christensen (Minnesota); Stephen Grebing (California); Gordon Capern (Canada); and Johnny Ward
(Texas) Not pictured: Virginia Buchanan (Florida); Blake David (Louisiana); and Clint Kelly (Tennessee)

2018 London inductees enjoy life outside of law
Virginia Buchanan: I am a compulsive
photographer, a hiker and biker, and an
insane music fan of virtually all genres.

Gordon Capern: Father of two
wonderful daughters, I am an avid road
cyclist, and liar about the number and
variety of guitars I actually own.
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with my husband Donagh and our son
Aidan or even better shopping with
our daughters Lara, Amy and Meabh. I
write silly unrhythmic poems for special
occasions.

Clinton Kelly: I like to follow politics,
to watch lots of football, to play fantasy
football, and to play as much golf as I
can.

Daniel Kotin: I enjoy golfing, but I’m
not very good because I spend most of
Curt Drake: I’m a sucker for Glacier
my free time following and watching
Park, contemporary art, and, since our
ISOB stay at The Dorchester, great hotels. my three teenage sons play football,
Robert Christensen: I am a soulful (if
basketball and volleyball.
not artful) dancer, retired professional
Amy Forbis: For the past 28 years, I
rock and roll musician, marathon runner, have enjoyed boating, kayaking and
Cortney LeNeave: I enjoy time with my
devoted husband to the love of my
family, barbecues, travel with Kristen
fishing with my husband Steve and our
life, Cindy, for 46 years, proud father,
family and friends, golf, sporting events,
children (now adults) in the San Juan
grandfather and lover of the sound of
museums and history.
Islands of Washington State and in
silence.
Desolation Sound in British Columbia,
Randal LeNeave I enjoy the great
Canada.
Hon. David Crossin: My grandchildren
outdoors, travel, all of the seasons,
take up a lot of my time, but otherwise
biking, hiking, rollerblading, hockey,
Stephen Grebing: Having been born
I get away on my motorcycle,often
snowshoeing, skiing, hunting, gardening,
and raised in Southern California, I
through the back highways of the U.S.
planting trees, family and friends,
have great interest in classic cars and
meeting new people, good food and good
deep-sea fishing. I also enjoy traveling
Blake David: I enjoy hiking and
wine; I like to laugh.
with my wife and going on adventures,
traveling with my wife and children,
watching my daughter play soccer and
attending LSU sporting events, and
attempting to teach my sons how to play Carlos Mahoney: I enjoy tennis, circuit
working with our state government to
training, hot yoga, and spending time
basketball.
promote and improve higher education
with my wife and two daughters, ages 7
in Louisiana.
and 4.
Matthew Guy: Originally from London,
I moved to New Orleans in 2004
Nicholas DiCello: While attending law
Katherine McArthur: My husband
where I’m now firmly ensconced with
school at night I played professional
Waldo and I live on a large hunting
a wonderful wife and two children,
soccer for the Cleveland Crunch, an
preserve/tree farm and in our free time
whom I spend an unseemly amount of
indoor soccer team, and was a member
time driving around to various sporting we enjoy riding horses over the property,
of the 1997-98 NPSL championship team events.
entertaining our two Black Labrador
my rookie year as a goalkeeper.
retrievers Judge and Scout, and keeping
up with the lives of our four adult
Anil Kapoor: I am a musician and had
Fiona Donnelly: I love travelling but
written jingles to work my way through children!
my favourite country is Ireland. Best
law school. When not in court I am likely
times are with family; on the golf course in my home studio working away.
continued on next page

Foundation donations at work
Have you ever had a zippy little
email exchange with someone
through work and thought,
“Now, that’s someone I’d like to
meet for a cocktail”?

it meant to her and LAF to
receive training and support, she
remarked, “Investing in [legal
aid/public service lawyers] gives
you incredible bang for your
buck, even though you may never
understand how much it means
to our clients. The stakes are very
high for our clients, so ISOB’s
support of legal aid attorneys is
a service and credit to the legal
system and low-income clients as
a whole.”

That’s what I’ve thought every
time I’ve emailed Shelmun
Dashan over the last few years.
Shelmun is a legal aid attorney
at LAF in Chicago, where
she represents clients in the
Consumer Protection Practice
Group, and she attended a NITA
Marsi Buckmelter
trial skills program through the
Senior Legal Editor
tuition support of our friends
at the International Society of
Barristers (ISOB).
Excerpted from “Asked and Answered,” a
When I asked her about what

blog produced by the National Institute of
Trial Advocacy.

Share journal submissions
If you have authored something you think would be
suitable for our Quarterly or for The Crier, please
submit it for consideration. Past publications have
included fellows’ prose and poetry on topics from
baseball to legal ethics.
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Works that have been previously published are fine if
the copyright holder consents and the publication was
not such that our members would have already seen
the work.

Timothy S. Trecek

Send your submissions to Don Beskind at beskind@
law.duke.edu

executive secretary

Enjoying life outside law

continued from previous page

Niall McCarthy: I’m a former rugby
player who is a native San Franciscan.
I’m married with three children.

Shawn McGarry: I am the proud father
of three wonderful daughters.

Curry Pajcic: I am on the board of
directors for Dreams Come True,
providing dreams to children with
terminal illnesses, the board of
governors of Navy Ortega Lakeshore
Little League, where I coach my youngest
son John-John. I love to travel with my
family, garden, hike and golf.

Dawn Parsons: I enjoy yoga and cycling.
I am a vodka connoisseur. I also can my
Noelle McGrenera: I live in Newcastle,
own jam and make my own kombucha
County Down, Ireland, “where the
and kefir. I bet you didn’t see that one
mountains of Mourne sweep down to the coming!
sea”and enjoy hillwalking and outdoor
pursuits in this lovely location.
Susan Petersen: I love gardening,
cooking, and eating great food. I practice
Tobias Millrood: When I’m not litigating law with my best friend and husband
or spending time with my wife, Benna,
which is very cool. Each day is an
and our three sons, I try to check off
adventure with our four children. With
playing some of the nation’s (and
teenagers, my advocacy and debate skills
world’s) best golf courses from my
now come in handy 24/7. I coach girls
bucket list.
basketball and softball. In my former

Wisconsin
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career, I was a television news reporter.
Patrick Regan: I am an avid bicyclist
who has recently completed trips to
Tuscany, Provence and Mallorca.

Stephen Schachter: In the search for
a balanced life outside the law, I enjoy
technical mountain biking, cave diving
and classical recitals.

Karen Terry: I love vacationing in the
mountains out west and have hiked
to the top of the Grand Teton as well
as paraglided down the glaciers. I am
particularly enjoying being a newlywed
right now and travelling the world with
my best friend and husband.

Johnny Ward: I enjoy bird hunting, golf
and vacations with my family.
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2018 annual meeting

Barristers and families gathered at the Dorchester in
London for the annual meeting, welcoming 34 new
members. Participants enjoyed speakers, dinners and
socializing to the backdrop of the historical British
city. Tours of Kensington palace, the Middle Temple
and the West End, Runnymede and Windsor Castle,
museums and a maybe a pub or two, were some of
the highlights of the meeting extras. Members and
guests enjoyed a reception dinner in Gibson Hall and
a dance party for the grand finale. A jolly good time!
Bonnie Weyher, Max Davis and Dan McLamb

Brett Barriere, Larry Feldman, Steve Kupperman, Judy Barrasso, Judge Susie Morgan
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Amber and Blake David, left, with Johnny and Nell Ward

Sharon and Dan Baradat

Gibson Hall
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Farewell, friend
continued from page 1

entertainingly, he let us in on some
of the profession’s most arcane
doctrines: the true nature of hearsay;
the distinctions between competency,
materiality, and relevance; the best
evidence rule. John’s fame as a
teacher led to visits at Harvard, Yale,
Princeton, Chicago, and NYU.

John Reed loomed so large as teacher
that one could easily overlook his
capacity for significant scholarship.
Besides co-editing a leading casebook

on civil procedure, John early in
his career produced a 100-page,
two-part article on compulsory
joinder. Reading this finely wrought
piece makes one wonder how
much important scholarship was
lost when John turned his energies
toward directorship of continuing
legal education at Michigan, deaning
at two law schools, Colorado and
Wayne, and assorted bar-related
projects. He also chaired the famed
University Musical Society and
directed what may be Ann Arbor’s
best church choir. For decades
he was chief administrator of the

ISOB always looking for the best
It is my honor to serve as the
ISOB national membership chair.
Our goal is to continue to build
our membership with highly
qualified and diverse trial lawyers.
We are seeking lawyers who may
be in the prime of their careers
as well as rising stars that share
our commitment to civility,
professionalism, and the highest
ethical standards. Above all, the ISOB
wants to continue to induct great
people. This is the secret as to why
our organization is so unique.

consider doing the same thing for a
worthy colleague. If you would like to
nominate someone for membership
please visit www.isob.com and click
the “NOMINATE” tab. There you will
find instructions on how to nominate
another lawyer for membership as
well as the nomination and trial list
forms. You may also contact me at
scott@costantinolawfirm.com or
(904) 355-3023 and I will be happy
to assist you with the nomination
process.

Thank you for doing your part to
Each of us was inducted into the
help the ISOB maintain its place as
ISOB because someone took the time one of the preeminent trial lawyer
necessary to nominate us. Please
organizations.
Scott Costantino

Mission statement

Membership in the International Society
of Barristers is extended to advocates
of exceptional talent whose qualities,
including integrity, honor and collegiality,
embody the spirit of the true professional. Membership is by invitation only after
a rigorous screening process involving
lawyers and judges to identify trial lawyers who meet its standards.
The society nurtures excellence and
professionalism in advocacy by its recognition of members’ achievements and
providing an opportunity for them, and
their spouses and guests, to meet and
find renewal of spirit in the company of
others who have traveled a similar road.
Its annual convention combines presen-
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tations, extraordinary in their quality and
diversity, that include topics drawn from
the arts, politics, science and other areas
of interest to lawyers and nonlawyers
alike with a broad range of social and
recreational activities. Barristers have no
rank or privilege among them and gather
annually to renew old friendships and to
make new ones. The society publishes a
quarterly journal of topics covered at the
meeting and otherwise of interest to its
members.
Through the ISOB, the society supports
the work of other organizations whose
endeavors are consistent with the society’s support of excellence and advocacy
under the adversarial system.

International Society of Barristers, all
top trial lawyers.
John’s occasional addresses are
models of their kind. He usually
opened with touches of humor. But
these weren’t throwaway jokes;
they underscored his serious
message. Listen to John expressing
reservations about increasing
specialization in the legal profession.
He tells about the golf-playing
gorilla who wins a $100 bet for his
owner by slamming a 450-yard
drive straight down the fairway. To
avoid embarrassment, the opponent
concedes and he and the gorilla’s
owner head for the clubhouse. After
a couple of drinks, the loser asks, “By
the way, how does your gorilla putt?”
The owner replies, “Just like he drives
— 450 yards!”
John’s administrative assignment at
the Law School was overseeing our
student residence, the Lawyers Club.
This led to his dealing with a major
University-wide issue: curfews for
female students and exclusion of
men from women’s dorms. John’s
committee recommended easing
these restrictions. The University
President was aghast. Parents
wouldn’t let their daughters come
to such a licentious place. But John’s
soft, persuasive voice prevailed.
The next semester set a record for
applications to Michigan.

For all the extraordinary range of
John’s activities, the image I most
treasure is of this lithe figure gliding
smoothly about the dais, working his
communicative magic, and holding
in thrall an audience that could
consist either of untested youngsters
or combat-hardened veterans. In
that context one wastes no effort
speculating about John Reed’s stature
as a seminal thinker. It is enough to
know that he was one of the supreme
lawyer teachers of our time.
Theodore J. St. Antoine, James E. and
Sarah A. Degan Emeritus Professor
of Law, University of Michigan Law
School. Portions of this tribute are
adapted from a prior tribute to
John Reed, “John W. Reed and the
High Style,” 85 Mich. L. Rev. 1496
(1987). Reprinted with permission
of the author, this remembrance was
originally published in Volume 116,
Issue 8 of the Michigan Law Review.

Past president Fred Mayer will be greatly missed

Fred and Julie were
dedicated to the Barristers
in every way. Julie was
charming; and Fred had
great ideas and engaged
interesting meeting
speakers through his
previous association with
the Federal Bureau of
Investigation. Of particular
note was Judge William
Webster, Fred’s good friend
and the former director of
the FBI.

Fred Mayer was the
epitome of a Barrister. He
truly loved trial lawyers and
especially this organization.

I had the privilege and
enjoyment of being Fred’s
convention chairman the
year it was set to take place
on the island of Kauai.
Just months away from
meeting time, Hurricane
Iniki struck, wiping out
our planned venue. What
to do? With the help of
Fred also had a real passion
our travel consultant, Bill
for the game of golf. Though
Carley, Fred and I — along
a dedicated Missouri Tiger,
with our spouses, Julie and
From left, Jack Liber, Joe McLeod, Con Keating and Fred Mayer.
Fred was always ready
Barbara — quickly flew to
to make a competitive
the island of Maui. A logistical
nightmare was averted when we were very fortunate to foursome with Jack Liber, Joe Muesey, Joe McLeod and
myself. Oh the tales we would tell of those outings! We
be able, on the spur of the moment, to move our annual
will all miss you, Fred.
meeting to the Four Seasons Waliea on the island of
Con M. Keating
Maui.

WE REMEMBER

The Honorable
Samuel Adams (Ret.)

Oct. 19, 1925 - March 4, 2018
Samuel of Manchester, Massachusetts,
played football and rugby at Harvard
University while earning his undergraduate
and law degrees. In 1973, Sam was
appointed to the Massachusetts Superior
Court where he served for 9 years before
returning to private practice. He is survived
by his wife, Nina, three daughters and one
son. He was affectionately called “Buddy” by
his grandchildren.

David William Boone

Sept. 23, 1954 - March 13, 2018
David of Atlanta, Georgia, was an active
general aviation pilot and combined his
love of flying with love of law. David had an
illustrious career with many awards and
recognitions but his true reward was the
joy he received from helping others. He is
survived by his wife, Simone, two daughters
and extended family.

John W. Reed

Administrative secretary &
editor emeritus
Dec. 11, 1918 - March 6, 2018

Frederick H. Mayer Sr.
Past president
Feb. 27, 1915 - June 8, 2018

J. Thomas Rhodes III

Jan. 1, 1955 - July 12, 2018
Jesse Thomas Rhodes III of San Antonio,
Texas, took pride in his political and
social justice work including pro bono
representation to the families of 9/11.
Tom had many passions in life including
sports, nature, entertaining and traveling
with family. Tom and his wife, Joye Beth,
celebrated 35 years of marriage together
and have two children.

D. Richard Bounds

Nov. 13, 1928 - June 22, 2018
Donald Richard Bounds, known by his
friends as “Dickie,” of Point Clear, Alabama,
served in the U.S. Army in the medical unit
during the Korean campaign. Richard was
the founding member and first president of
the Mobile Bar Foundation, which supports
charities and community projects in Mobile,
Alabama. He is survived by his wife, Anita.

Ward A. Wagner Jr.

Aug. 13, 1930 - Feb. 21, 2018
Ward of West Palm Beach, Florida, served in
the U.S. Coast Guard prior to the practice of
law and devoted time and resources to his
church, the Boys and Girls Club and other
local organizations. He served as vice-president, president and member of the Board of
Governors of the Association of Trial Lawyers of America. He is survived by his wife,
Ruth, three daughters and grandchildren.

Barbara A. Zurek

Dec. 31, 1955 - March 28, 2018
Barbara of Minneapolis, Minnesota, will be
remembered as a fierce advocate for her
clients, a generous and loyal friend and most
importantly, a loving wife and mother. She
obtained a nursing degree prior to her law
degree and was recognized as a successful
malpractice attorney. Barb is survived by her
husband of 30 years, Dr. John Zurek, and
extended family.

Please contact the society at beskind@law.duke.edu if you know of a fellow who has passed away.
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Join us in Tucson

Save the dates for the 2019 annual meeting

March 24-30, 2019
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If you need anything from the Barristers, contact:

Registration will open soon for the 2019 Annual
Meeting March 24-30 at the Ritz-Carlton, Dove
Mountain, in Tucson. Watch your email for an
announcement. Enjoy the rugged, diverse landscape
of the high Sonoran Desert, at the foothills of
the Tortolita Mountains. As always, outstanding
speakers, food and entertainment await. We will see
you there!

Prof. Donald H. Beskind
(919) 613-7085
beskind@law.duke.edu

Send dues payment and foundation donations to:

International Society of Barristers
Post Office Box 21320
Durham, NC 27703

