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STORYTELLING AND RADICAL EMPATHY *

Sarah Stillman †
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INTERVIEW RE: GHETTOSIDE—A TRUE STORY OF MURDER 
IN AMERICA *

The Honorable M. Margaret McKeown** and Jill Leovy†

INTRODUCTION

 Jill Leovy became a reporter and editor in 
1993. And then she got the police beat. That was her thing. She started 
“The Homicide Report,” a blog, the first of its kind in the US, in which she 
reported on what were chronically 900 murders in a year. This led, 
eventually, to her book 

. It’s a compelling story about a tragic and senseless murder of 
an eighteen-year-old African American named Bryant Tennelle and 
those who tried to do something about it. The homicide statistics are no 
less compelling and themselves chronicle an epidemic in this country of 
black-on-black crime. Young black men are the number-one crime 
victims in this country. Their murder rate is five to seven times higher 
than that for white men, and two to four times higher than that for 
Hispanics.  
 Jill says the LAPD once had an unwritten rule: these murders are 
labeled “NHI”—“No Human Involved.”1 The prosecutors in Los Angeles 
used to laugh about this; they said, This is just population control.2
Murders of young black men don’t matter because nobody cares. Jill 

Los Angeles Times Ghettoside: A 
True Story of Murder in America

See id



writes, “The system’s failure to catch killers effectively made black lives 
cheap.”3 Yet the refrain in today’s political world since Ferguson, 
Missouri, is the opposite: “Black Lives Matter.”  
 Jill’s thesis is simple: When the criminal-justice system fails to 
respond vigorously to violent injuries and deaths, homicide becomes 
endemic. “This is not a problem that liberals like to discuss,” noted one 
reviewer, “for fear that doing so will reinforce racist stereotypes. But in 

, possibly the most important book on criminal justice in the 
past decade, Jill Leovy takes on the problem directly.”4

 Judge Margaret McKeown, who interviews Jill about  is 
uniquely qualified to do so, for she worked her way through Georgetown 
Law School as a criminal investigator. She practiced for twenty-three 
years with Perkins Coie in Seattle and in Washington, DC. She opened 
the DC office for that firm, doing complex litigation. She was named 
“Outstanding Lawyer of the Year” by the King County, Seattle, Bar 
Association. And the National Law Journal named her as one of the fifty 
most influential women lawyers in the United States. President Clinton 
appointed her to the Ninth Circuit in 1998, where she has been ever 
since. And she has been a leader: she has been president of the Federal 
Judges Association; she has chaired the ABA Latin American and 
Caribbean Council, the Judicial Advisory Board of the American Society 
for International Law, and the Managerial Board of the International 
Association of Women’s Judges; and she serves on the Council of 
American Law Institute, which focuses on several international projects. 
And, with all of that work, she has time to be a judge, too.  
 Among Judge McKeown’s many accolades and awards over the 
years is the Girl Scouts’ “Cool Woman Award,” the criteria for which is 
women whose personal and professional lives make them consummate 
role models for girls. What greater honor can there be? 

Id
The Cops and Race and Gangs—and Murder

Ghettoside: A True Story of Murder in America)
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David Owen **
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