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Summer greetings from The Big Easy
Greetings from New Orleans
where our sultry summer
is in full swing. I hope you
enjoy reading The Crier,
the International Society of
Barristers’ new publication.
We are very excited about its
launch. Through The Crier,
we hope to keep our members
up to date about meetings
and activities. The Crier also
provides a means to more often
communicate with our fellows.

We will be hosted by the
fabulous Dorchester Hotel, in
As with any new publication, the Mayfair area across from
Hyde Park. The Dorchester
we expect to tweak it going
boasts newly renovated
forward and welcome your
feedback to help us publish a rooms, and its flower-filled
Promenade, common areas and
user-friendly product.
ballrooms are quintessential
I am excited and humbled to be London.
the president of this awesome
organization. As I look back at Ken and Jackie McEwan have
been working hard to secure
the list of my predecessors, I
know I have huge shoes to fill. outstanding speakers on a range
But, I am working to do that. of topics. And, importantly,
we are having two parties at
A principle goal for this year the Dorchester, with great
is to emphasize the “internaentertainment, music, dancing,
tional” in the International
scrumptious food, and ample
Society of Barristers. So, we
drinks.
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are making
our inaugural
trip to another
continent
and going
to London
for our
next annual
meeting, set
Judy Barrasso
for April 15-19,
2018. Mark your calendars!

New Orleans, Louisiana

2018 Annual Meeting
The Dorchester
London, England

April 15-19, 2018
2019 Annual Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton,
Dove Mountain
Tuscon, Arizona

March 24-30, 2019
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Beyond the Dorchester,
London offers fantastic sites,
including the Middle Temple
Inn of Court, the Imperial
War Museum, Tate Modern
Art Museum and the West
End theatres. We will host
an off-site dinner at Gibson
Hall, a magnificent former
banking hall in the heart of
the original city, and there
will be a free night to plan
your own adventures. For
those seeking further activities
with our fellows, an after
trip to St Andrews, Scotland,
is available. Be looking to
register in early September.

Another ISOB goal is to
have a more internationally
diverse membership. At our
annual meeting in Cancún in
March, the board approved
the nominations of several
candidates from the London
area. We hope that the newly
selected fellows will be
inducted at the London meeting
and will mark a renewal of our
continued on page 5
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The International Society of
Barristers has created an
annual lectureship to honor
John W. Reed, Thomas M.
Cooley Professor of Law
Emeritus at the University
of Michigan Law School
and retired Wayne State
University Law School
dean. On March 24, Michigan State Supreme Court
Justice Bridget McCormack
delivered the inaugural
John Reed Lecture at the
ISOB’s 2017 meeting.
Titled “The Forensic Science Frontier: It’s up to the
Lawyers,” the lecture drew

on McCormack’s extensive
involvement with studies
of the validity of forensic
evidence. Reed became
an academic fellow of the
society in 1978 and served
as administrative secretary
and editor of its journal,
Quarterly, from 1979 to
2010. For the last 20 years
of his tenure in the society,
Professor Reed gave the
concluding speech at each
annual convention, urging
the fellows on to a sense of
high purpose.
— State Bar of Michigan
more news on page 2
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Who knew? Getting to know the 2017 inductees

Front row, left to right: Sherry
Knutson (Illinois); Tom Rhodes
(Texas); Angelo Patacca (Florida);
Leslie Packer (North Carolina);
Larry Rogers Jr. (Illinois); Todd
Gardner (Washington); Pam Andrews
(Washington)
Middle row, left to right: Jim
Swanson (Louisiana); Chris
Messerly (Minnesota); Emile Banks
(Wisconsin); Buck Cire (Texas);
Robert David (Louisiana); Minor
Pipes (Louisiana); Dinyar Marzban
(British Columbia); Peter Schmit
(Minnesota)
Back row, left to right: Mike
Prangle (Illinois); Ryan Langley
(South Carolina); Steven Maher
(Florida); Scott McLaren (Florida);
Brandon Thompson (Minnesota);
Colin Carruthers (New Zealand);
Bob Cooper (British Columbia); John
Uustal (Florida); Tad Griffin (Florida)

Pam Andrews: Over the past 31 years, my
husband Tad and I have adopted 10 rescue
dogs: one deaf; one so timid she would not
walk; one who had lost her hair from anxiety over her prior living conditions; three
with cancer; all with endless personality.

Ryan Langley: I am passionate about
really good food and wild game, which
motivates a love for hunting, vegetable
gardening and cooking.

Peter Schmit: I grew up on a small dairy
farm in Northern Minnestsoa, where, as
the youngest of eight kids, had the daily
task of helping milk cows at 6am and 6pm
Monday through Sunday. Law is easy
compared to that.

Steven Maher: I enjoy golf, traveling
with my wife, Wendy, reading, listening to
Brandon Thompson: I love the mountains
Emile Banks: I am the first assistant pastor music and cycling.
(despite the lack of them in Minnesota),
of a mega church, Christian Faith Fellowand have been to the highest point of each
ship Church, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Dinyar Marzban: My interests are road
of the 50 states.
cycling, sculling and trap shooting.
Colin Carruthers: I run a vineyard and
winery located just outside Martinborough, Scott McLaren: I enjoy bird hunting, fish- John Uustal: I like the beach in Fort
Lauderdale, the St. Lawrence River, and
New Zealand, producing primarily Pinot
ing and skiing and would enjoy golf, but
anywhere in Italy.
Noir, but also Pinot Gris, Chardonnay,
for the part about keeping score.
Chenin Blanc, Syrah and Viognier, marketed under the label “Te Muna Valley.”
Chris Messerly: I am married to my high
school sweetheart, Joanne, and I am an
George Cire: I am an avid outdoorsman
Ironman triathlete and hockey player, and I
ews of Note
— fishing, hunting, surfing — and I make restore old cars.
continued from page 1
custom fishing rods.
On April 12, John Hunter Q.C., a
Leslie Packer: Now that we are empty
fellow since 2006, was appointed
Robert Cooper: I like to do anything out- nesters, my husband and I enjoy going on
directly to the Court of Appeal of
doors in the mountains of British Colum- long walks with our dog, and I am conBritish Columbia. Called to the bars
bia.
stantly challenged to come up with new
of British Columbia, the Yukon and
recipes to use the vegetables and herbs we
Ontario, Justice Hunter regularly
Todd Gardner: I enjoy skiing, playing
grow in our garden.
appeared before the Supreme Court
golf, being out on the water and doing just
of Canada, including his noted apabout anything with Polly, our boys and
Angelo Patacca: I enjoy long-distance
pointment as an amicus curiae in the
other family and friends.
motorcycle adventures, Brazilian jiu jitsu,
2014 Senate Reform Reference. His
and helping coach my sons’ high school
recent trial work included Henry v.
David Glover: I am a proud father of
lacrosse teams.
British Columbia (Attorney General)
6-year-old Olivia and 3-year-old Lilly and
in which he represented the provthe prouder husband of Theresa; we enjoy H. Minor Pipes III: I travel, read and play
ince of British Columbia in a claim
hiking, biking, floating rivers, swimming
tennis — chasing my three sons through
brought by a plaintiff arising out of his
and being with each other and with friends. most of them.
wrongful conviction and incarceration
for 27 years. Hunter taught National
Tad Griffin: In the summers, our family
J. Thomas Rhodes III: I really enjoy fishJudicial Institute programs on judicial
ing and bird hunting.
golfs and hikes together in Colorado.
decision-making and judicial ethics.
He served as president of the Law
Society of British Columbia and of
Sherry Knutson: I spend as much time as Larry Rogers Jr.: In my free time, I enjoy
the Federation of Law Societies of
being a volleyball dad, driving instructor,
I can at our log cabin in Indiana, where I
Canada.
enjoy outdoor activities: from bird-watch- horseback riding partner, and legal debater
— Submitted by Ken McEwan
ing to foraging to making apple cider on an with my four children.
old-fashioned press.

N
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The ISOB Foundation
From Joe Daly, president of the
foundation:

This year we made $50,000 in
grants of $10,000 each to five organizations: the National Institute for
Trial Advocacy (NITA) to fund the
International Society of Barristers
Spangenberg/Liber Scholarships to
NITA trial skills training programs;
the Center for Death Penalty Litigation to fund training for post-conviction death penalty lawyers; the
Innocence Network to fund training
at their annual meeting; and to
the Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC) in support of the Southeast
Immigrant Freedom Initiative (SIFI).
We are continually looking for new
organizations to support. If you
know of one whose work is consistent with the purposes set out in
our articles of incorporation, please
suggest their name to me.

Foundation
Executive
Committee

and professional representation, we
endeavor to win every meritorious
case brought on behalf of immigrants detained in the southeastern
United States — and to the extent
possible bonded or paroled immigrants who had been detained — as
a result of recent and anticipated
immigration enforcement.”

Thank you again for your support of
this important work. As you consider your charitable giving, please
include the foundation so that it
can not only continue its work, but
support even more worthy organizations advancing ISOB’s goals and
principles. You can easily donate in
honor of or in memory of colleagues
or friends as a way of acknowledging them and supporting the foundation’s work.

President

Joseph S. Daly
Nebraska

Vice President
Rebecca S. Thiem
North Dakota

Secretary/Treasurer
David S. Maring
North Dakota

Board of Governors
Robert Frazer Clark
Georgia

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

James K. Dorsett III
North Carolina

Robert M. Dowd
California

There are two ways to donate. You
can donate by credit card through
the website on the foundation’s page
Grantees value our work. A good
or you can send a check to the Interexample: “We deeply appreciate this national Society of Barristers Founspecial contribution for the Southdation at P.O. Box 21320, Durham,
east Immigrant Freedom Initiative
North Carolina 27703.
(SIFI),” said SPLC’s president, Richard Cohen.
Donations, of course, are fully tax
deductible and will be acknowlMr. Cohen, a former speaker at an
edged to you and to appropriate
annual meeting added, “Our attorothers, if made in honor of or in
neys are working with pro-bono
memory of someone.
counsel to ensure that every immigrant swept up in a raid in the
Thank for the honor and privilege to
Southeast has legal counsel. By
serve as your president of this great
providing aggressive, high-quality,
foundation.
Nöel Ferris

Dec. 21, 1948 - May 21, 2017
Nöel, of Sacramento, California, met her
husband, Parker, also an ISOB fellow, while
in law school. She was president of the
International Academy of Trial lawyers, a
consumate advocate and committed to the
prevention of human trafficking.

We remember
Bradford M. “Buck” Gearinger
Nov. 17, 1940 - May 30, 2017

Buck, of Akron, Ohio, was a major in the Marine
Corps and won the Akron Bar Association’s Professionalism Award during his years of practice.
His wife, Paula, survives him.

James J. Ormiston
Texas

Lance Sears
Colorado

William R. Sieben
Minnesota

William B. Smith
California

Timothy S. Trecek
Wisconsin

Staff
executive secretary
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

William T. Robinson III
Dec. 6, 1945 - May 9, 2017

Bill, of Lexington, Kentucky, was the
135th President of the American Bar
Association and is survived by his wife,
Joan, and his extended family.

Please contact the society at beskind@law.duke.edu if you know of a fellow who has passed away.
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Prosecuting the infamous underwear bomber case
Let me tell you about Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, who came in on Christmas Day
to Detroit on a plane with a bomb. He was
sent by Al-Qaeda to destroy the aircraft. He
failed, was arrested when he landed, and that
touched off a massive federal investigation ...
It was the largest investigation I’ve ever been
involved in. And certainly the most fascinating case I’ve ever been involved in.

... often times I hear people say to me in
talking about terrorism that their perception
of a suicide bomber is somebody who is not
well-educated, poor, and doesn’t really know
what they’re doing, maybe was brainwashed
into doing it. That type of description certainly does not fit Abdulmutallab, and I think it
really doesn’t fit many of the suicide bombers
... Mr. Abdulmutallab was from one of the
wealthiest families in Nigeria. ... He was also
highly educated. ...
And the mission that Al-Qaeda developed
was that Abdulmutallab would destroy a U.S.
airliner. That was the key; it had to be a U.S.
airliner, and it had to be over American soil.
Every other detail was left to him. ...

Abdulmutallab is on the plane and he goes
to the bathroom where he stays for about 20
minutes. And what he does in the bathroom
is he engages in a cleansing. He puts perfume
on himself ... he’s preparing to go to heaven.
So and he really, really overdoes it with the
perfume, in fact many of the witnesses on

the plane recalled the smell of perfume as
he walked back from the bathroom. .... He returns to his seat. He pulls a blanket up to his
chin and around his head and then he goes
into his pants where the bomb was hidden
and he depresses the plunger on the syringe,
which initiates the explosion. ...

I don’t know if you all do this, but when I
have a big, complicated case, I sometimes
will assign memory aids to witnesses, maybe
a quality about that witness; I’ll give them a
nickname Well,
we did that
in this case,
because we interviewed this
gentleman and
he told us that
when Abdulmutallab pulled that blanket up and initiated
the bomb, he turned to Abdulmutallab when
he saw the fire and he said, “Dude, your pants
are on fire.” ... It’s true. It’s true. So we called
him Dude. ...

“the most
fascinating case
I’ve ever been
involved in.”

So the passengers, they subdue Abdulmutallab, they extinguish the fire. ... [T]hey moved
him up to business class ... And he is seated
in a seat right across from a flight attendant
... And she said to him, “What did you have?”
And he ignored her at first, ... so she said,
“No, I said to you, what did you have?” And
he said, “Explosive device.” ... [W]e love this
piece of evidence because the federal statute

that we charged him with, the exact wording
in the statute is “explosive device.” ...
After the attack, Al-Qaeda released a video of
Abdulmutallab where Al-Qaeda took credit
for the attack. They talked about how the
bomb had defeated Western security, which
is a big selling point for them; they talked
about the defendant himself, kind of lionizing
him and encouraging others to be like him ...

And the legacy of this case I just want to
touch on briefly ... It’s much, much harder when the potential attacker is a lonely,
distraught, young man living in his parent’s
basement who has no previous contact with
law enforcement ... decides to pick up a gun,
or ... simply drives a vehicle into a busy university and steps out with a knife and starts
stabbing people. That is a much, much more
difficult problem for the FBI to handle. And
they’re in a situation where even one failure
is a failure for the FBI. ... Terrorists are in a
completely different position. They can fail
99 percent of the time, but if they just get one
it’s a success, and the bomb doesn’t even have
to fully function for them to have a success.
The FBI is just the opposite. So they have a
tremendously difficult job ahead of them.

Michael C. Martin has been an assistant U.S.
attorney in the Eastern district of Michigan since
2008. He’s assigned to the office’s National Security Unit, where he prosecutes terrorism, espionage, and other national security crimes. This
article is excerpted from his talk at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a
future issue of the ISOB Quarterly.

Cutting edge of fetal surgery, gene therapy
I’m really excited to talk about something that
I’m super passionate about and that’s treating
the unborn patient. … I want to tackle two
giant topics: One is in utero fetal surgery and
the other one is gene therapy. Widely divergent topics but two very important topics. I
want to hit on gene therapy because we have a
gene therapy lab. We’ve had a pretty significant breakthrough last year and I think that
gene therapy has the potential to not only cure
disease locally and regionally but nationally
Brad Feltis
and internationally, and gene therapy might
be one of the keys to rescuing the healthcare crisis that we have
worldwide. …

This family came to us, they actually came to us eight years ago
and they had a bad problem. They were happy that they were
pregnant with twins. .... They were very sad to find out that their
twins had something called Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome.
… they share a placenta. … In Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome, ... there becomes an imbalance in blood flow between the
two twins. One twin acts as the donor twin. He donates blood
volume to the recipient twin, and so this baby gets really big. His
gestational sac gets really big because he’s trying to get rid of that
volume by making urine. This baby goes into horrible kidney failure. This baby goes into horrible heart failure and left untreated,
95 percent of these babies die before 24 weeks. … These babies
have a bad, bad problem with very few options until about a de-
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cade ago when medical device technology and optics technology
had finally advanced to a point where we could start really doing
things inside the womb.

Operating with tiny cameras and tiny equipment is called fetoscopic surgery and so people have known for the last generation
that if you could figure out a way to disrupt those blood vessels,
to disrupt those communications between the babies, then you
could potentially treat the disease … We need to track the blood
vessels going from one baby to the other … Once we do that, we
introduce a 600 nanometer laser fiber. This is called a diode laser.
It fires under water and you cauterize or cook these blood vessels.
This is the tricky part of the case. You have to hold this probe
right next to the blood vessel without touching it because the
babies only have about half an ounce of circulating blood volume
and they can hemorrhage to death real quick if you rupture one
of those blood vessels. … We turn the placenta into essentially
two separate halves. Each of the babies has their own half of the
placenta and then the disease process reverses itself. … So these
are babies that wouldn’t have lived before and now you get the
best Christmas picture of all time...
So what is fetal surgery? So it’s a new field. … You can do an
open fetal surgery to expose some or all of the baby, do an operation on the baby, put the baby back in and have the pregnancy
continue. Up until a few years ago, the only indication for open
fetal surgery was for lethal problems because it’s a big deal …
continued on page 5

Thank you, Cindy

When the offices of the ISOB
moved from Ann Arbor,
Michigan, to Durham, North
Carolina, on John Reeds’
retirement, I reached out to
the most qualified person I
knew to handle our finances.
That person was Cindy
Henry, who had handled the
books of my former law firm.
For the past six years, Cindy
has been comptroller for
the society and foundation.
Her work has been perfect
— literally, perfect. Every

account has balanced to the
penny. And she has been a
wonderful colleague. We bid
Cindy goodbye as she moves
to the North Carolina coast
and thank her for her great
work.

Nicole Satterwhite will
be our new comptroller.
Please contact her with any
questions about finances,
billing or foundation
donations.
— Don Beskind

Mission stateMent

Membership in the International Society
of Barristers is extended to advocates
of exceptional talent whose qualities,
including integrity, honor and collegiality,
embody the spirit of the true professional.
Membership is by invitation only after
a rigorous screening process involving
lawyers and judges to identify trial lawyers
who meet its standards.
The society nurtures excellence and
professionalism in advocacy by its recognition of members’ achievements and
providing an opportunity for them, and
their spouses and guests, to meet and
find renewal of spirit in the company of
others who have traveled a similar road.
Its annual convention combines presen-

Submissions wanted

We want you. Or
ethics. Works that
more specifically,
have been previwe want what you
ously published
have written. If
are fine if the
you have aucopyright holder
thored something
consents and the
you think would
publication was
be suitable for
not such that our
our Quarterly,
members would
please submit it
have already seen
for consideration.
the work.
Past publications
have included fellows’
Send your submissions to
prose and poetry on topics Don Beskind at beskind@
from baseball to legal
law.duke.edu

tations, extraordinary in their quality and
diversity, that include topics drawn from
the arts, politics, science and other areas
of interest to lawyers and nonlawyers
alike with a broad range of social and
recreational activities. Barristers have no
rank or privilege among them and gather
annually to renew old friendships and to
make new ones. The society publishes a
quarterly journal of topics covered at the
meeting and otherwise of interest to its
members.
Through the ISOB, the society supports
the work of other organizations whose
endeavors are consistent with the society’s support of excellence and advocacy
under the adversarial system.

Fetal surgery, gene therapy
continued from page 4

[O]pen fetal surgery really hit a milestone
a few years ago when this randomized trial
was performed and this is for a repair of
myelomeningocele also called spina bifida.
… We make an incision in the uterus to
expose the baby and then we do an operation on the baby. … We don’t want to bring
the baby out of the uterus for this. We want
to manipulate the baby as little as possible.
We want to float the baby up to where we
make our incision in the uterus and then we
want to fix the baby and then tuck the baby
back in. … We haven’t cured the disease
but we’ve dramatically reduced the effects
of the disease and that’s what our goal is
for these surgeries. …
Our research focus is ex vivo gene therapy.
... Within a few years, we’re going to do
in utero gene therapy. We will be able to
give genes to the developing babies that

they’re missing and ultimately we want to
do gene correction…with the new technology .... [y]ou can specifically target exactly
where in the genome you’re missing a gene
and you can put it back. We have a lot of
single gene disorders ... like sickle cell
anemia, cystic fibrosis... If you can put the
defective gene back where it belongs, you
can cure a disease. We can do this in the
laboratory and we’re very, very close to
doing it in humans. … I think the potential
of gene therapy for the human population
is tremendous in both reducing disease but
really taking a lot of the heavy burden off
of the healthcare system.

Brad A. Feltis, M.D., PhD., is one of the world’s
few pediatric surgeons specializing in diagnosing
and treating anomalies in developing babies still
in the womb. This article is excerpted from his remarks at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a future issue of the ISOB
Quarterly.

Nominations

The rhythm of life for the ISOB is
the retirement of older fellows and
the nominations of new ones. If
you are interested in submitting
a nomination, log into the ISOB
website and click on the “Nominate”
tab and select the sub-tab of “How
to Nominate.”
If you have questions, contact Don
Beskind at beskind@law.duke.edu
or (919) 612-3955.
All qualified candidates will be
considered but we are particularly
interested in receiving nominations
of younger, female and more
diverse candidates.

President’s letter
continued from page 1

relationship with the English bar.
Third, be on the lookout for competent,
experienced trial lawyers to nominate to
join ISOB. Contact your state chair or Don
Beskind, our administrative secretary.
Lastly, I want to remind our fellows of the
great work our foundation is doing. Last
year the foundation awarded grants to
organizations who support ISOB’s mission
of encouraging advocacy in the adversary
system and retention of trial by jury.
I look forward to seeing many of you in
London. In the meantime, please send
your ideas, suggestions and nominations
for new fellows.
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Cancún, Mexico
2017

Annual Meeting

Larry Rogers Jr. and family with Tom Rhodes, right

Left to right: John and Jennifer Uustal and Mike Prangle

Dan and Sharon Baradat

Left to right: Scott Costantino, Gisela and Tad Griffin
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Fellows, guests enjoy Yucatán hospitality

Barristers, spouses, family, and guests gathered in March
at the Ritz-Carlton in Cancún for the 2017 Annual Meeting
planned to perfection by Dan and Sharon Baradat. More
than six days with perfect weather – for which the Baradats take full credit – we inducted 24 new fellows, including one who joined us from New Zealand; had meetings
of the society’s board of governors, the foundation’s board
of governors, and state chairs; heard from nine speakers;
enjoyed the company of other fellows and guests at dinners with live music; and partook of the wonderful activities available in this magnificent part of Mexico.

Speakers were selected by Tom and Maria Cranmer. Four
covered legal topics of general interest. Justice Bridget M.
McCormack from the Michigan Supreme Court gave the
inaugural John Reed professionalism lecture on the work
being done to eliminate junk science in criminal cases.
Rob Cary, who represented the late Sen. Ted Stevens,
spoke about Stevens’ wrongful conviction. Michael Martin
spoke about his role in prosecuting the “underwear bomber.” And Jess Bravin, from The Wall Street Journal, shared
his reporting on the Guantanamo terror courts. Other
speakers ran a fascinating gamut. At one ethereal extreme was famed chef, Jimmy Schmidt of the Rattlesnake

Grill, speaking on the intersection of natural nutrition and flavor.
While at the other extreme, Peter Morey enlightened us about
NASA’s upcoming James Webb space telescope. In between, Karl
Taube told tales of recent excavations at Chichen Itza. Dr. Brad
Feltis updated us on developments in fetal surgery and gene treatments, and the ever-popular Will Durst hit new heights of political
satire with the “The New Abnormal.”
Activities included a trip to the Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza, an
underground cave tour of the Río Secreto and a water jungle safari
as well as deep-sea fishing, sailing, snorkeling, cooking classes
and golf at several local courses. A big barristers thank you to Dan,
Sharon, Tom and Maria for making it a special week.

Top right: John Reed, our resident party animal
Above: Dancing to Liquid Blue
Left: Welcome reception and dinner, South Pool and Courtyard
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London calling

Save the date for the next annual meeting

April 15-19, 2018
Join us for our
first overseas
meeting, in London,
England. Fellows
will be staying at
The Dorchester
in the Mayfair
area near Hyde
Park. Outstanding
speakers, food and
entertainment
await. We will see
you there!
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Summer greetings from The Big Easy
Greetings from New Orleans
where our sultry summer
is in full swing. I hope you
enjoy reading The Crier,
the International Society of
Barristers’ new publication.
We are very excited about its
launch. Through The Crier,
we hope to keep our members
up to date about meetings
and activities. The Crier also
provides a means to more often
communicate with our fellows.

We will be hosted by the
fabulous Dorchester Hotel, in
As with any new publication, the Mayfair area across from
Hyde Park. The Dorchester
we expect to tweak it going
boasts newly renovated
forward and welcome your
feedback to help us publish a rooms, and its flower-filled
Promenade, common areas and
user-friendly product.
ballrooms are quintessential
I am excited and humbled to be London.
the president of this awesome
organization. As I look back at Ken and Jackie McEwan have
been working hard to secure
the list of my predecessors, I
know I have huge shoes to fill. outstanding speakers on a range
But, I am working to do that. of topics. And, importantly,
we are having two parties at
A principle goal for this year the Dorchester, with great
is to emphasize the “internaentertainment, music, dancing,
tional” in the International
scrumptious food, and ample
Society of Barristers. So, we
drinks.

Future meetings

Kathleen Flynn Peterson
Minnesota

2017 Board of Governors
Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton

David D. Powell, Jr.

October 4-7, 2017

Ray Persons
Georgia

Colorado

LeAnn Sanders
Nevada

Stephen Wade
Maine

Christopher Wesierski
California

Staff
Administrative
Secretary & Editor
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

Administrative Secretary &
Editor Emeritus
John W. Reed
Michigan

are making
our inaugural
trip to another
continent
and going
to London
for our
next annual
meeting, set
Judy Barrasso
for April 15-19,
2018. Mark your calendars!

New Orleans, Louisiana

2018 Annual Meeting
The Dorchester
London, England

April 15-19, 2018
2019 Annual Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton,
Dove Mountain
Tuscon, Arizona

March 24-30, 2019

N e ws

Beyond the Dorchester,
London offers fantastic sites,
including the Middle Temple
Inn of Court, the Imperial
War Museum, Tate Modern
Art Museum and the West
End theatres. We will host
an off-site dinner at Gibson
Hall, a magnificent former
banking hall in the heart of
the original city, and there
will be a free night to plan
your own adventures. For
those seeking further activities
with our fellows, an after
trip to St Andrews, Scotland,
is available. Be looking to
register in early September.

Another ISOB goal is to
have a more internationally
diverse membership. At our
annual meeting in Cancún in
March, the board approved
the nominations of several
candidates from the London
area. We hope that the newly
selected fellows will be
inducted at the London meeting
and will mark a renewal of our
continued on page 5
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The International Society of
Barristers has created an
annual lectureship to honor
John W. Reed, Thomas M.
Cooley Professor of Law
Emeritus at the University
of Michigan Law School
and retired Wayne State
University Law School
dean. On March 24, Michigan State Supreme Court
Justice Bridget McCormack
delivered the inaugural
John Reed Lecture at the
ISOB’s 2017 meeting.
Titled “The Forensic Science Frontier: It’s up to the
Lawyers,” the lecture drew

on McCormack’s extensive
involvement with studies
of the validity of forensic
evidence. Reed became
an academic fellow of the
society in 1978 and served
as administrative secretary
and editor of its journal,
Quarterly, from 1979 to
2010. For the last 20 years
of his tenure in the society,
Professor Reed gave the
concluding speech at each
annual convention, urging
the fellows on to a sense of
high purpose.
— State Bar of Michigan
more news on page 2
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Who knew? Getting to know the 2017 inductees

Front row, left to right: Sherry
Knutson (Illinois); Tom Rhodes
(Texas); Angelo Patacca (Florida);
Leslie Packer (North Carolina);
Larry Rogers Jr. (Illinois); Todd
Gardner (Washington); Pam Andrews
(Washington)
Middle row, left to right: Jim
Swanson (Louisiana); Chris
Messerly (Minnesota); Emile Banks
(Wisconsin); Buck Cire (Texas);
Robert David (Louisiana); Minor
Pipes (Louisiana); Dinyar Marzban
(British Columbia); Peter Schmit
(Minnesota)
Back row, left to right: Mike
Prangle (Illinois); Ryan Langley
(South Carolina); Steven Maher
(Florida); Scott McLaren (Florida);
Brandon Thompson (Minnesota);
Colin Carruthers (New Zealand);
Bob Cooper (British Columbia); John
Uustal (Florida); Tad Griffin (Florida)

Pam Andrews: Over the past 31 years, my
husband Tad and I have adopted 10 rescue
dogs: one deaf; one so timid she would not
walk; one who had lost her hair from anxiety over her prior living conditions; three
with cancer; all with endless personality.

Ryan Langley: I am passionate about
really good food and wild game, which
motivates a love for hunting, vegetable
gardening and cooking.

Peter Schmit: I grew up on a small dairy
farm in Northern Minnestsoa, where, as
the youngest of eight kids, had the daily
task of helping milk cows at 6am and 6pm
Monday through Sunday. Law is easy
compared to that.

Steven Maher: I enjoy golf, traveling
with my wife, Wendy, reading, listening to
Brandon Thompson: I love the mountains
Emile Banks: I am the first assistant pastor music and cycling.
(despite the lack of them in Minnesota),
of a mega church, Christian Faith Fellowand have been to the highest point of each
ship Church, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Dinyar Marzban: My interests are road
of the 50 states.
cycling, sculling and trap shooting.
Colin Carruthers: I run a vineyard and
winery located just outside Martinborough, Scott McLaren: I enjoy bird hunting, fish- John Uustal: I like the beach in Fort
Lauderdale, the St. Lawrence River, and
New Zealand, producing primarily Pinot
ing and skiing and would enjoy golf, but
anywhere in Italy.
Noir, but also Pinot Gris, Chardonnay,
for the part about keeping score.
Chenin Blanc, Syrah and Viognier, marketed under the label “Te Muna Valley.”
Chris Messerly: I am married to my high
school sweetheart, Joanne, and I am an
George Cire: I am an avid outdoorsman
Ironman triathlete and hockey player, and I
ews of Note
— fishing, hunting, surfing — and I make restore old cars.
continued from page 1
custom fishing rods.
On April 12, John Hunter Q.C., a
Leslie Packer: Now that we are empty
fellow since 2006, was appointed
Robert Cooper: I like to do anything out- nesters, my husband and I enjoy going on
directly to the Court of Appeal of
doors in the mountains of British Colum- long walks with our dog, and I am conBritish Columbia. Called to the bars
bia.
stantly challenged to come up with new
of British Columbia, the Yukon and
recipes to use the vegetables and herbs we
Ontario, Justice Hunter regularly
Todd Gardner: I enjoy skiing, playing
grow in our garden.
appeared before the Supreme Court
golf, being out on the water and doing just
of Canada, including his noted apabout anything with Polly, our boys and
Angelo Patacca: I enjoy long-distance
pointment as an amicus curiae in the
other family and friends.
motorcycle adventures, Brazilian jiu jitsu,
2014 Senate Reform Reference. His
and helping coach my sons’ high school
recent trial work included Henry v.
David Glover: I am a proud father of
lacrosse teams.
British Columbia (Attorney General)
6-year-old Olivia and 3-year-old Lilly and
in which he represented the provthe prouder husband of Theresa; we enjoy H. Minor Pipes III: I travel, read and play
ince of British Columbia in a claim
hiking, biking, floating rivers, swimming
tennis — chasing my three sons through
brought by a plaintiff arising out of his
and being with each other and with friends. most of them.
wrongful conviction and incarceration
for 27 years. Hunter taught National
Tad Griffin: In the summers, our family
J. Thomas Rhodes III: I really enjoy fishJudicial Institute programs on judicial
ing and bird hunting.
golfs and hikes together in Colorado.
decision-making and judicial ethics.
He served as president of the Law
Society of British Columbia and of
Sherry Knutson: I spend as much time as Larry Rogers Jr.: In my free time, I enjoy
the Federation of Law Societies of
being a volleyball dad, driving instructor,
I can at our log cabin in Indiana, where I
Canada.
enjoy outdoor activities: from bird-watch- horseback riding partner, and legal debater
— Submitted by Ken McEwan
ing to foraging to making apple cider on an with my four children.
old-fashioned press.

N
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The ISOB Foundation
From Joe Daly, president of the
foundation:

This year we made $50,000 in
grants of $10,000 each to five organizations: the National Institute for
Trial Advocacy (NITA) to fund the
International Society of Barristers
Spangenberg/Liber Scholarships to
NITA trial skills training programs;
the Center for Death Penalty Litigation to fund training for post-conviction death penalty lawyers; the
Innocence Network to fund training
at their annual meeting; and to
the Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC) in support of the Southeast
Immigrant Freedom Initiative (SIFI).
We are continually looking for new
organizations to support. If you
know of one whose work is consistent with the purposes set out in
our articles of incorporation, please
suggest their name to me.

Foundation
Executive
Committee

and professional representation, we
endeavor to win every meritorious
case brought on behalf of immigrants detained in the southeastern
United States — and to the extent
possible bonded or paroled immigrants who had been detained — as
a result of recent and anticipated
immigration enforcement.”

Thank you again for your support of
this important work. As you consider your charitable giving, please
include the foundation so that it
can not only continue its work, but
support even more worthy organizations advancing ISOB’s goals and
principles. You can easily donate in
honor of or in memory of colleagues
or friends as a way of acknowledging them and supporting the foundation’s work.

President

Joseph S. Daly
Nebraska

Vice President
Rebecca S. Thiem
North Dakota

Secretary/Treasurer
David S. Maring
North Dakota

Board of Governors
Robert Frazer Clark
Georgia

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

James K. Dorsett III
North Carolina

Robert M. Dowd
California

There are two ways to donate. You
can donate by credit card through
the website on the foundation’s page
Grantees value our work. A good
or you can send a check to the Interexample: “We deeply appreciate this national Society of Barristers Founspecial contribution for the Southdation at P.O. Box 21320, Durham,
east Immigrant Freedom Initiative
North Carolina 27703.
(SIFI),” said SPLC’s president, Richard Cohen.
Donations, of course, are fully tax
deductible and will be acknowlMr. Cohen, a former speaker at an
edged to you and to appropriate
annual meeting added, “Our attorothers, if made in honor of or in
neys are working with pro-bono
memory of someone.
counsel to ensure that every immigrant swept up in a raid in the
Thank for the honor and privilege to
Southeast has legal counsel. By
serve as your president of this great
providing aggressive, high-quality,
foundation.
Nöel Ferris

Dec. 21, 1948 - May 21, 2017
Nöel, of Sacramento, California, met her
husband, Parker, also an ISOB fellow, while
in law school. She was president of the
International Academy of Trial lawyers, a
consumate advocate and committed to the
prevention of human trafficking.

We remember
Bradford M. “Buck” Gearinger
Nov. 17, 1940 - May 30, 2017

Buck, of Akron, Ohio, was a major in the Marine
Corps and won the Akron Bar Association’s Professionalism Award during his years of practice.
His wife, Paula, survives him.

James J. Ormiston
Texas

Lance Sears
Colorado

William R. Sieben
Minnesota

William B. Smith
California

Timothy S. Trecek
Wisconsin

Staff
executive secretary
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

William T. Robinson III
Dec. 6, 1945 - May 9, 2017

Bill, of Lexington, Kentucky, was the
135th President of the American Bar
Association and is survived by his wife,
Joan, and his extended family.

Please contact the society at beskind@law.duke.edu if you know of a fellow who has passed away.
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Prosecuting the infamous underwear bomber case
Let me tell you about Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, who came in on Christmas Day
to Detroit on a plane with a bomb. He was
sent by Al-Qaeda to destroy the aircraft. He
failed, was arrested when he landed, and that
touched off a massive federal investigation ...
It was the largest investigation I’ve ever been
involved in. And certainly the most fascinating case I’ve ever been involved in.

... often times I hear people say to me in
talking about terrorism that their perception
of a suicide bomber is somebody who is not
well-educated, poor, and doesn’t really know
what they’re doing, maybe was brainwashed
into doing it. That type of description certainly does not fit Abdulmutallab, and I think it
really doesn’t fit many of the suicide bombers
... Mr. Abdulmutallab was from one of the
wealthiest families in Nigeria. ... He was also
highly educated. ...
And the mission that Al-Qaeda developed
was that Abdulmutallab would destroy a U.S.
airliner. That was the key; it had to be a U.S.
airliner, and it had to be over American soil.
Every other detail was left to him. ...

Abdulmutallab is on the plane and he goes
to the bathroom where he stays for about 20
minutes. And what he does in the bathroom
is he engages in a cleansing. He puts perfume
on himself ... he’s preparing to go to heaven.
So and he really, really overdoes it with the
perfume, in fact many of the witnesses on

the plane recalled the smell of perfume as
he walked back from the bathroom. .... He returns to his seat. He pulls a blanket up to his
chin and around his head and then he goes
into his pants where the bomb was hidden
and he depresses the plunger on the syringe,
which initiates the explosion. ...

I don’t know if you all do this, but when I
have a big, complicated case, I sometimes
will assign memory aids to witnesses, maybe
a quality about that witness; I’ll give them a
nickname Well,
we did that
in this case,
because we interviewed this
gentleman and
he told us that
when Abdulmutallab pulled that blanket up and initiated
the bomb, he turned to Abdulmutallab when
he saw the fire and he said, “Dude, your pants
are on fire.” ... It’s true. It’s true. So we called
him Dude. ...

“the most
fascinating case
I’ve ever been
involved in.”

So the passengers, they subdue Abdulmutallab, they extinguish the fire. ... [T]hey moved
him up to business class ... And he is seated
in a seat right across from a flight attendant
... And she said to him, “What did you have?”
And he ignored her at first, ... so she said,
“No, I said to you, what did you have?” And
he said, “Explosive device.” ... [W]e love this
piece of evidence because the federal statute

that we charged him with, the exact wording
in the statute is “explosive device.” ...
After the attack, Al-Qaeda released a video of
Abdulmutallab where Al-Qaeda took credit
for the attack. They talked about how the
bomb had defeated Western security, which
is a big selling point for them; they talked
about the defendant himself, kind of lionizing
him and encouraging others to be like him ...

And the legacy of this case I just want to
touch on briefly ... It’s much, much harder when the potential attacker is a lonely,
distraught, young man living in his parent’s
basement who has no previous contact with
law enforcement ... decides to pick up a gun,
or ... simply drives a vehicle into a busy university and steps out with a knife and starts
stabbing people. That is a much, much more
difficult problem for the FBI to handle. And
they’re in a situation where even one failure
is a failure for the FBI. ... Terrorists are in a
completely different position. They can fail
99 percent of the time, but if they just get one
it’s a success, and the bomb doesn’t even have
to fully function for them to have a success.
The FBI is just the opposite. So they have a
tremendously difficult job ahead of them.

Michael C. Martin has been an assistant U.S.
attorney in the Eastern district of Michigan since
2008. He’s assigned to the office’s National Security Unit, where he prosecutes terrorism, espionage, and other national security crimes. This
article is excerpted from his talk at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a
future issue of the ISOB Quarterly.

Cutting edge of fetal surgery, gene therapy
I’m really excited to talk about something that
I’m super passionate about and that’s treating
the unborn patient. … I want to tackle two
giant topics: One is in utero fetal surgery and
the other one is gene therapy. Widely divergent topics but two very important topics. I
want to hit on gene therapy because we have a
gene therapy lab. We’ve had a pretty significant breakthrough last year and I think that
gene therapy has the potential to not only cure
disease locally and regionally but nationally
Brad Feltis
and internationally, and gene therapy might
be one of the keys to rescuing the healthcare crisis that we have
worldwide. …

This family came to us, they actually came to us eight years ago
and they had a bad problem. They were happy that they were
pregnant with twins. .... They were very sad to find out that their
twins had something called Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome.
… they share a placenta. … In Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome, ... there becomes an imbalance in blood flow between the
two twins. One twin acts as the donor twin. He donates blood
volume to the recipient twin, and so this baby gets really big. His
gestational sac gets really big because he’s trying to get rid of that
volume by making urine. This baby goes into horrible kidney failure. This baby goes into horrible heart failure and left untreated,
95 percent of these babies die before 24 weeks. … These babies
have a bad, bad problem with very few options until about a de-
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cade ago when medical device technology and optics technology
had finally advanced to a point where we could start really doing
things inside the womb.

Operating with tiny cameras and tiny equipment is called fetoscopic surgery and so people have known for the last generation
that if you could figure out a way to disrupt those blood vessels,
to disrupt those communications between the babies, then you
could potentially treat the disease … We need to track the blood
vessels going from one baby to the other … Once we do that, we
introduce a 600 nanometer laser fiber. This is called a diode laser.
It fires under water and you cauterize or cook these blood vessels.
This is the tricky part of the case. You have to hold this probe
right next to the blood vessel without touching it because the
babies only have about half an ounce of circulating blood volume
and they can hemorrhage to death real quick if you rupture one
of those blood vessels. … We turn the placenta into essentially
two separate halves. Each of the babies has their own half of the
placenta and then the disease process reverses itself. … So these
are babies that wouldn’t have lived before and now you get the
best Christmas picture of all time...
So what is fetal surgery? So it’s a new field. … You can do an
open fetal surgery to expose some or all of the baby, do an operation on the baby, put the baby back in and have the pregnancy
continue. Up until a few years ago, the only indication for open
fetal surgery was for lethal problems because it’s a big deal …
continued on page 5

Thank you, Cindy

When the offices of the ISOB
moved from Ann Arbor,
Michigan, to Durham, North
Carolina, on John Reeds’
retirement, I reached out to
the most qualified person I
knew to handle our finances.
That person was Cindy
Henry, who had handled the
books of my former law firm.
For the past six years, Cindy
has been comptroller for
the society and foundation.
Her work has been perfect
— literally, perfect. Every

account has balanced to the
penny. And she has been a
wonderful colleague. We bid
Cindy goodbye as she moves
to the North Carolina coast
and thank her for her great
work.

Nicole Satterwhite will
be our new comptroller.
Please contact her with any
questions about finances,
billing or foundation
donations.
— Don Beskind

Mission stateMent

Membership in the International Society
of Barristers is extended to advocates
of exceptional talent whose qualities,
including integrity, honor and collegiality,
embody the spirit of the true professional.
Membership is by invitation only after
a rigorous screening process involving
lawyers and judges to identify trial lawyers
who meet its standards.
The society nurtures excellence and
professionalism in advocacy by its recognition of members’ achievements and
providing an opportunity for them, and
their spouses and guests, to meet and
find renewal of spirit in the company of
others who have traveled a similar road.
Its annual convention combines presen-

Submissions wanted

We want you. Or
ethics. Works that
more specifically,
have been previwe want what you
ously published
have written. If
are fine if the
you have aucopyright holder
thored something
consents and the
you think would
publication was
be suitable for
not such that our
our Quarterly,
members would
please submit it
have already seen
for consideration.
the work.
Past publications
have included fellows’
Send your submissions to
prose and poetry on topics Don Beskind at beskind@
from baseball to legal
law.duke.edu

tations, extraordinary in their quality and
diversity, that include topics drawn from
the arts, politics, science and other areas
of interest to lawyers and nonlawyers
alike with a broad range of social and
recreational activities. Barristers have no
rank or privilege among them and gather
annually to renew old friendships and to
make new ones. The society publishes a
quarterly journal of topics covered at the
meeting and otherwise of interest to its
members.
Through the ISOB, the society supports
the work of other organizations whose
endeavors are consistent with the society’s support of excellence and advocacy
under the adversarial system.

Fetal surgery, gene therapy
continued from page 4

[O]pen fetal surgery really hit a milestone
a few years ago when this randomized trial
was performed and this is for a repair of
myelomeningocele also called spina bifida.
… We make an incision in the uterus to
expose the baby and then we do an operation on the baby. … We don’t want to bring
the baby out of the uterus for this. We want
to manipulate the baby as little as possible.
We want to float the baby up to where we
make our incision in the uterus and then we
want to fix the baby and then tuck the baby
back in. … We haven’t cured the disease
but we’ve dramatically reduced the effects
of the disease and that’s what our goal is
for these surgeries. …
Our research focus is ex vivo gene therapy.
... Within a few years, we’re going to do
in utero gene therapy. We will be able to
give genes to the developing babies that

they’re missing and ultimately we want to
do gene correction…with the new technology .... [y]ou can specifically target exactly
where in the genome you’re missing a gene
and you can put it back. We have a lot of
single gene disorders ... like sickle cell
anemia, cystic fibrosis... If you can put the
defective gene back where it belongs, you
can cure a disease. We can do this in the
laboratory and we’re very, very close to
doing it in humans. … I think the potential
of gene therapy for the human population
is tremendous in both reducing disease but
really taking a lot of the heavy burden off
of the healthcare system.

Brad A. Feltis, M.D., PhD., is one of the world’s
few pediatric surgeons specializing in diagnosing
and treating anomalies in developing babies still
in the womb. This article is excerpted from his remarks at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a future issue of the ISOB
Quarterly.

Nominations

The rhythm of life for the ISOB is
the retirement of older fellows and
the nominations of new ones. If
you are interested in submitting
a nomination, log into the ISOB
website and click on the “Nominate”
tab and select the sub-tab of “How
to Nominate.”
If you have questions, contact Don
Beskind at beskind@law.duke.edu
or (919) 612-3955.
All qualified candidates will be
considered but we are particularly
interested in receiving nominations
of younger, female and more
diverse candidates.

President’s letter
continued from page 1

relationship with the English bar.
Third, be on the lookout for competent,
experienced trial lawyers to nominate to
join ISOB. Contact your state chair or Don
Beskind, our administrative secretary.
Lastly, I want to remind our fellows of the
great work our foundation is doing. Last
year the foundation awarded grants to
organizations who support ISOB’s mission
of encouraging advocacy in the adversary
system and retention of trial by jury.
I look forward to seeing many of you in
London. In the meantime, please send
your ideas, suggestions and nominations
for new fellows.
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Cancún, Mexico
2017

Annual Meeting

Larry Rogers Jr. and family with Tom Rhodes, right

Left to right: John and Jennifer Uustal and Mike Prangle

Dan and Sharon Baradat

Left to right: Scott Costantino, Gisela and Tad Griffin
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Fellows, guests enjoy Yucatán hospitality

Barristers, spouses, family, and guests gathered in March
at the Ritz-Carlton in Cancún for the 2017 Annual Meeting
planned to perfection by Dan and Sharon Baradat. More
than six days with perfect weather – for which the Baradats take full credit – we inducted 24 new fellows, including one who joined us from New Zealand; had meetings
of the society’s board of governors, the foundation’s board
of governors, and state chairs; heard from nine speakers;
enjoyed the company of other fellows and guests at dinners with live music; and partook of the wonderful activities available in this magnificent part of Mexico.

Speakers were selected by Tom and Maria Cranmer. Four
covered legal topics of general interest. Justice Bridget M.
McCormack from the Michigan Supreme Court gave the
inaugural John Reed professionalism lecture on the work
being done to eliminate junk science in criminal cases.
Rob Cary, who represented the late Sen. Ted Stevens,
spoke about Stevens’ wrongful conviction. Michael Martin
spoke about his role in prosecuting the “underwear bomber.” And Jess Bravin, from The Wall Street Journal, shared
his reporting on the Guantanamo terror courts. Other
speakers ran a fascinating gamut. At one ethereal extreme was famed chef, Jimmy Schmidt of the Rattlesnake

Grill, speaking on the intersection of natural nutrition and flavor.
While at the other extreme, Peter Morey enlightened us about
NASA’s upcoming James Webb space telescope. In between, Karl
Taube told tales of recent excavations at Chichen Itza. Dr. Brad
Feltis updated us on developments in fetal surgery and gene treatments, and the ever-popular Will Durst hit new heights of political
satire with the “The New Abnormal.”
Activities included a trip to the Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza, an
underground cave tour of the Río Secreto and a water jungle safari
as well as deep-sea fishing, sailing, snorkeling, cooking classes
and golf at several local courses. A big barristers thank you to Dan,
Sharon, Tom and Maria for making it a special week.

Top right: John Reed, our resident party animal
Above: Dancing to Liquid Blue
Left: Welcome reception and dinner, South Pool and Courtyard
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London calling

Save the date for the next annual meeting

April 15-19, 2018
Join us for our
first overseas
meeting, in London,
England. Fellows
will be staying at
The Dorchester
in the Mayfair
area near Hyde
Park. Outstanding
speakers, food and
entertainment
await. We will see
you there!

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE

Letter from president
future meetings
prosecuting the underwear bomber
treating the unborn patient
2017 inductees
we remember
news of note
update from cancún board meeting

If you need anything from the Barristers, contact:

Prof. Donald H. Beskind
(919) 613-7085
beskind@law.duke.edu

Send dues payment and foundation donations to:

International Society of Barristers
Post Office Box 21320
Durham, NC 27703
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The Newsletter of the International Society of Barristers

Executive committee
President

Judy Barrasso
Louisiana

First Vice-President
Harry H. Schneider Jr.
Washington

Second Vice-President
Thomas W. Cranmer
Michigan

Secretary Treasurer
J. Kenneth McEwan
British Columbia

Immediate Past President
Daniel R. Baradat
California

Board of Governors
Peter Brodhead
Ohio

Steve Bruckner
Nebraska

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

Maxon Davis
Montana

James P. Frickleton
Kansas

Kevin Krist
Texas

Stephen H. Kupperman
Louisiana

Kathleen Lang
Michigan

Bruce A. Montoya
Colorado

Summer greetings from The Big Easy
Greetings from New Orleans
where our sultry summer
is in full swing. I hope you
enjoy reading The Crier,
the International Society of
Barristers’ new publication.
We are very excited about its
launch. Through The Crier,
we hope to keep our members
up to date about meetings
and activities. The Crier also
provides a means to more often
communicate with our fellows.

We will be hosted by the
fabulous Dorchester Hotel, in
As with any new publication, the Mayfair area across from
Hyde Park. The Dorchester
we expect to tweak it going
boasts newly renovated
forward and welcome your
feedback to help us publish a rooms, and its flower-filled
Promenade, common areas and
user-friendly product.
ballrooms are quintessential
I am excited and humbled to be London.
the president of this awesome
organization. As I look back at Ken and Jackie McEwan have
been working hard to secure
the list of my predecessors, I
know I have huge shoes to fill. outstanding speakers on a range
But, I am working to do that. of topics. And, importantly,
we are having two parties at
A principle goal for this year the Dorchester, with great
is to emphasize the “internaentertainment, music, dancing,
tional” in the International
scrumptious food, and ample
Society of Barristers. So, we
drinks.

Future meetings

Kathleen Flynn Peterson
Minnesota

2017 Board of Governors
Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton

David D. Powell, Jr.

October 4-7, 2017

Ray Persons
Georgia

Colorado

LeAnn Sanders
Nevada

Stephen Wade
Maine

Christopher Wesierski
California

Staff
Administrative
Secretary & Editor
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

Administrative Secretary &
Editor Emeritus
John W. Reed
Michigan

are making
our inaugural
trip to another
continent
and going
to London
for our
next annual
meeting, set
Judy Barrasso
for April 15-19,
2018. Mark your calendars!

New Orleans, Louisiana

2018 Annual Meeting
The Dorchester
London, England

April 15-19, 2018
2019 Annual Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton,
Dove Mountain
Tuscon, Arizona

March 24-30, 2019
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Beyond the Dorchester,
London offers fantastic sites,
including the Middle Temple
Inn of Court, the Imperial
War Museum, Tate Modern
Art Museum and the West
End theatres. We will host
an off-site dinner at Gibson
Hall, a magnificent former
banking hall in the heart of
the original city, and there
will be a free night to plan
your own adventures. For
those seeking further activities
with our fellows, an after
trip to St Andrews, Scotland,
is available. Be looking to
register in early September.

Another ISOB goal is to
have a more internationally
diverse membership. At our
annual meeting in Cancún in
March, the board approved
the nominations of several
candidates from the London
area. We hope that the newly
selected fellows will be
inducted at the London meeting
and will mark a renewal of our
continued on page 5
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The International Society of
Barristers has created an
annual lectureship to honor
John W. Reed, Thomas M.
Cooley Professor of Law
Emeritus at the University
of Michigan Law School
and retired Wayne State
University Law School
dean. On March 24, Michigan State Supreme Court
Justice Bridget McCormack
delivered the inaugural
John Reed Lecture at the
ISOB’s 2017 meeting.
Titled “The Forensic Science Frontier: It’s up to the
Lawyers,” the lecture drew

on McCormack’s extensive
involvement with studies
of the validity of forensic
evidence. Reed became
an academic fellow of the
society in 1978 and served
as administrative secretary
and editor of its journal,
Quarterly, from 1979 to
2010. For the last 20 years
of his tenure in the society,
Professor Reed gave the
concluding speech at each
annual convention, urging
the fellows on to a sense of
high purpose.
— State Bar of Michigan
more news on page 2
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Who knew? Getting to know the 2017 inductees

Front row, left to right: Sherry
Knutson (Illinois); Tom Rhodes
(Texas); Angelo Patacca (Florida);
Leslie Packer (North Carolina);
Larry Rogers Jr. (Illinois); Todd
Gardner (Washington); Pam Andrews
(Washington)
Middle row, left to right: Jim
Swanson (Louisiana); Chris
Messerly (Minnesota); Emile Banks
(Wisconsin); Buck Cire (Texas);
Robert David (Louisiana); Minor
Pipes (Louisiana); Dinyar Marzban
(British Columbia); Peter Schmit
(Minnesota)
Back row, left to right: Mike
Prangle (Illinois); Ryan Langley
(South Carolina); Steven Maher
(Florida); Scott McLaren (Florida);
Brandon Thompson (Minnesota);
Colin Carruthers (New Zealand);
Bob Cooper (British Columbia); John
Uustal (Florida); Tad Griffin (Florida)

Pam Andrews: Over the past 31 years, my
husband Tad and I have adopted 10 rescue
dogs: one deaf; one so timid she would not
walk; one who had lost her hair from anxiety over her prior living conditions; three
with cancer; all with endless personality.

Ryan Langley: I am passionate about
really good food and wild game, which
motivates a love for hunting, vegetable
gardening and cooking.

Peter Schmit: I grew up on a small dairy
farm in Northern Minnestsoa, where, as
the youngest of eight kids, had the daily
task of helping milk cows at 6am and 6pm
Monday through Sunday. Law is easy
compared to that.

Steven Maher: I enjoy golf, traveling
with my wife, Wendy, reading, listening to
Brandon Thompson: I love the mountains
Emile Banks: I am the first assistant pastor music and cycling.
(despite the lack of them in Minnesota),
of a mega church, Christian Faith Fellowand have been to the highest point of each
ship Church, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Dinyar Marzban: My interests are road
of the 50 states.
cycling, sculling and trap shooting.
Colin Carruthers: I run a vineyard and
winery located just outside Martinborough, Scott McLaren: I enjoy bird hunting, fish- John Uustal: I like the beach in Fort
Lauderdale, the St. Lawrence River, and
New Zealand, producing primarily Pinot
ing and skiing and would enjoy golf, but
anywhere in Italy.
Noir, but also Pinot Gris, Chardonnay,
for the part about keeping score.
Chenin Blanc, Syrah and Viognier, marketed under the label “Te Muna Valley.”
Chris Messerly: I am married to my high
school sweetheart, Joanne, and I am an
George Cire: I am an avid outdoorsman
Ironman triathlete and hockey player, and I
ews of Note
— fishing, hunting, surfing — and I make restore old cars.
continued from page 1
custom fishing rods.
On April 12, John Hunter Q.C., a
Leslie Packer: Now that we are empty
fellow since 2006, was appointed
Robert Cooper: I like to do anything out- nesters, my husband and I enjoy going on
directly to the Court of Appeal of
doors in the mountains of British Colum- long walks with our dog, and I am conBritish Columbia. Called to the bars
bia.
stantly challenged to come up with new
of British Columbia, the Yukon and
recipes to use the vegetables and herbs we
Ontario, Justice Hunter regularly
Todd Gardner: I enjoy skiing, playing
grow in our garden.
appeared before the Supreme Court
golf, being out on the water and doing just
of Canada, including his noted apabout anything with Polly, our boys and
Angelo Patacca: I enjoy long-distance
pointment as an amicus curiae in the
other family and friends.
motorcycle adventures, Brazilian jiu jitsu,
2014 Senate Reform Reference. His
and helping coach my sons’ high school
recent trial work included Henry v.
David Glover: I am a proud father of
lacrosse teams.
British Columbia (Attorney General)
6-year-old Olivia and 3-year-old Lilly and
in which he represented the provthe prouder husband of Theresa; we enjoy H. Minor Pipes III: I travel, read and play
ince of British Columbia in a claim
hiking, biking, floating rivers, swimming
tennis — chasing my three sons through
brought by a plaintiff arising out of his
and being with each other and with friends. most of them.
wrongful conviction and incarceration
for 27 years. Hunter taught National
Tad Griffin: In the summers, our family
J. Thomas Rhodes III: I really enjoy fishJudicial Institute programs on judicial
ing and bird hunting.
golfs and hikes together in Colorado.
decision-making and judicial ethics.
He served as president of the Law
Society of British Columbia and of
Sherry Knutson: I spend as much time as Larry Rogers Jr.: In my free time, I enjoy
the Federation of Law Societies of
being a volleyball dad, driving instructor,
I can at our log cabin in Indiana, where I
Canada.
enjoy outdoor activities: from bird-watch- horseback riding partner, and legal debater
— Submitted by Ken McEwan
ing to foraging to making apple cider on an with my four children.
old-fashioned press.
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The ISOB Foundation
From Joe Daly, president of the
foundation:

This year we made $50,000 in
grants of $10,000 each to five organizations: the National Institute for
Trial Advocacy (NITA) to fund the
International Society of Barristers
Spangenberg/Liber Scholarships to
NITA trial skills training programs;
the Center for Death Penalty Litigation to fund training for post-conviction death penalty lawyers; the
Innocence Network to fund training
at their annual meeting; and to
the Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC) in support of the Southeast
Immigrant Freedom Initiative (SIFI).
We are continually looking for new
organizations to support. If you
know of one whose work is consistent with the purposes set out in
our articles of incorporation, please
suggest their name to me.

Foundation
Executive
Committee

and professional representation, we
endeavor to win every meritorious
case brought on behalf of immigrants detained in the southeastern
United States — and to the extent
possible bonded or paroled immigrants who had been detained — as
a result of recent and anticipated
immigration enforcement.”

Thank you again for your support of
this important work. As you consider your charitable giving, please
include the foundation so that it
can not only continue its work, but
support even more worthy organizations advancing ISOB’s goals and
principles. You can easily donate in
honor of or in memory of colleagues
or friends as a way of acknowledging them and supporting the foundation’s work.

President

Joseph S. Daly
Nebraska

Vice President
Rebecca S. Thiem
North Dakota

Secretary/Treasurer
David S. Maring
North Dakota

Board of Governors
Robert Frazer Clark
Georgia

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

James K. Dorsett III
North Carolina

Robert M. Dowd
California

There are two ways to donate. You
can donate by credit card through
the website on the foundation’s page
Grantees value our work. A good
or you can send a check to the Interexample: “We deeply appreciate this national Society of Barristers Founspecial contribution for the Southdation at P.O. Box 21320, Durham,
east Immigrant Freedom Initiative
North Carolina 27703.
(SIFI),” said SPLC’s president, Richard Cohen.
Donations, of course, are fully tax
deductible and will be acknowlMr. Cohen, a former speaker at an
edged to you and to appropriate
annual meeting added, “Our attorothers, if made in honor of or in
neys are working with pro-bono
memory of someone.
counsel to ensure that every immigrant swept up in a raid in the
Thank for the honor and privilege to
Southeast has legal counsel. By
serve as your president of this great
providing aggressive, high-quality,
foundation.
Nöel Ferris

Dec. 21, 1948 - May 21, 2017
Nöel, of Sacramento, California, met her
husband, Parker, also an ISOB fellow, while
in law school. She was president of the
International Academy of Trial lawyers, a
consumate advocate and committed to the
prevention of human trafficking.

We remember
Bradford M. “Buck” Gearinger
Nov. 17, 1940 - May 30, 2017

Buck, of Akron, Ohio, was a major in the Marine
Corps and won the Akron Bar Association’s Professionalism Award during his years of practice.
His wife, Paula, survives him.

James J. Ormiston
Texas

Lance Sears
Colorado

William R. Sieben
Minnesota

William B. Smith
California

Timothy S. Trecek
Wisconsin

Staff
executive secretary
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

William T. Robinson III
Dec. 6, 1945 - May 9, 2017

Bill, of Lexington, Kentucky, was the
135th President of the American Bar
Association and is survived by his wife,
Joan, and his extended family.

Please contact the society at beskind@law.duke.edu if you know of a fellow who has passed away.
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Prosecuting the infamous underwear bomber case
Let me tell you about Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, who came in on Christmas Day
to Detroit on a plane with a bomb. He was
sent by Al-Qaeda to destroy the aircraft. He
failed, was arrested when he landed, and that
touched off a massive federal investigation ...
It was the largest investigation I’ve ever been
involved in. And certainly the most fascinating case I’ve ever been involved in.

... often times I hear people say to me in
talking about terrorism that their perception
of a suicide bomber is somebody who is not
well-educated, poor, and doesn’t really know
what they’re doing, maybe was brainwashed
into doing it. That type of description certainly does not fit Abdulmutallab, and I think it
really doesn’t fit many of the suicide bombers
... Mr. Abdulmutallab was from one of the
wealthiest families in Nigeria. ... He was also
highly educated. ...
And the mission that Al-Qaeda developed
was that Abdulmutallab would destroy a U.S.
airliner. That was the key; it had to be a U.S.
airliner, and it had to be over American soil.
Every other detail was left to him. ...

Abdulmutallab is on the plane and he goes
to the bathroom where he stays for about 20
minutes. And what he does in the bathroom
is he engages in a cleansing. He puts perfume
on himself ... he’s preparing to go to heaven.
So and he really, really overdoes it with the
perfume, in fact many of the witnesses on

the plane recalled the smell of perfume as
he walked back from the bathroom. .... He returns to his seat. He pulls a blanket up to his
chin and around his head and then he goes
into his pants where the bomb was hidden
and he depresses the plunger on the syringe,
which initiates the explosion. ...

I don’t know if you all do this, but when I
have a big, complicated case, I sometimes
will assign memory aids to witnesses, maybe
a quality about that witness; I’ll give them a
nickname Well,
we did that
in this case,
because we interviewed this
gentleman and
he told us that
when Abdulmutallab pulled that blanket up and initiated
the bomb, he turned to Abdulmutallab when
he saw the fire and he said, “Dude, your pants
are on fire.” ... It’s true. It’s true. So we called
him Dude. ...

“the most
fascinating case
I’ve ever been
involved in.”

So the passengers, they subdue Abdulmutallab, they extinguish the fire. ... [T]hey moved
him up to business class ... And he is seated
in a seat right across from a flight attendant
... And she said to him, “What did you have?”
And he ignored her at first, ... so she said,
“No, I said to you, what did you have?” And
he said, “Explosive device.” ... [W]e love this
piece of evidence because the federal statute

that we charged him with, the exact wording
in the statute is “explosive device.” ...
After the attack, Al-Qaeda released a video of
Abdulmutallab where Al-Qaeda took credit
for the attack. They talked about how the
bomb had defeated Western security, which
is a big selling point for them; they talked
about the defendant himself, kind of lionizing
him and encouraging others to be like him ...

And the legacy of this case I just want to
touch on briefly ... It’s much, much harder when the potential attacker is a lonely,
distraught, young man living in his parent’s
basement who has no previous contact with
law enforcement ... decides to pick up a gun,
or ... simply drives a vehicle into a busy university and steps out with a knife and starts
stabbing people. That is a much, much more
difficult problem for the FBI to handle. And
they’re in a situation where even one failure
is a failure for the FBI. ... Terrorists are in a
completely different position. They can fail
99 percent of the time, but if they just get one
it’s a success, and the bomb doesn’t even have
to fully function for them to have a success.
The FBI is just the opposite. So they have a
tremendously difficult job ahead of them.

Michael C. Martin has been an assistant U.S.
attorney in the Eastern district of Michigan since
2008. He’s assigned to the office’s National Security Unit, where he prosecutes terrorism, espionage, and other national security crimes. This
article is excerpted from his talk at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a
future issue of the ISOB Quarterly.

Cutting edge of fetal surgery, gene therapy
I’m really excited to talk about something that
I’m super passionate about and that’s treating
the unborn patient. … I want to tackle two
giant topics: One is in utero fetal surgery and
the other one is gene therapy. Widely divergent topics but two very important topics. I
want to hit on gene therapy because we have a
gene therapy lab. We’ve had a pretty significant breakthrough last year and I think that
gene therapy has the potential to not only cure
disease locally and regionally but nationally
Brad Feltis
and internationally, and gene therapy might
be one of the keys to rescuing the healthcare crisis that we have
worldwide. …

This family came to us, they actually came to us eight years ago
and they had a bad problem. They were happy that they were
pregnant with twins. .... They were very sad to find out that their
twins had something called Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome.
… they share a placenta. … In Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome, ... there becomes an imbalance in blood flow between the
two twins. One twin acts as the donor twin. He donates blood
volume to the recipient twin, and so this baby gets really big. His
gestational sac gets really big because he’s trying to get rid of that
volume by making urine. This baby goes into horrible kidney failure. This baby goes into horrible heart failure and left untreated,
95 percent of these babies die before 24 weeks. … These babies
have a bad, bad problem with very few options until about a de-

4

cade ago when medical device technology and optics technology
had finally advanced to a point where we could start really doing
things inside the womb.

Operating with tiny cameras and tiny equipment is called fetoscopic surgery and so people have known for the last generation
that if you could figure out a way to disrupt those blood vessels,
to disrupt those communications between the babies, then you
could potentially treat the disease … We need to track the blood
vessels going from one baby to the other … Once we do that, we
introduce a 600 nanometer laser fiber. This is called a diode laser.
It fires under water and you cauterize or cook these blood vessels.
This is the tricky part of the case. You have to hold this probe
right next to the blood vessel without touching it because the
babies only have about half an ounce of circulating blood volume
and they can hemorrhage to death real quick if you rupture one
of those blood vessels. … We turn the placenta into essentially
two separate halves. Each of the babies has their own half of the
placenta and then the disease process reverses itself. … So these
are babies that wouldn’t have lived before and now you get the
best Christmas picture of all time...
So what is fetal surgery? So it’s a new field. … You can do an
open fetal surgery to expose some or all of the baby, do an operation on the baby, put the baby back in and have the pregnancy
continue. Up until a few years ago, the only indication for open
fetal surgery was for lethal problems because it’s a big deal …
continued on page 5

Thank you, Cindy

When the offices of the ISOB
moved from Ann Arbor,
Michigan, to Durham, North
Carolina, on John Reeds’
retirement, I reached out to
the most qualified person I
knew to handle our finances.
That person was Cindy
Henry, who had handled the
books of my former law firm.
For the past six years, Cindy
has been comptroller for
the society and foundation.
Her work has been perfect
— literally, perfect. Every

account has balanced to the
penny. And she has been a
wonderful colleague. We bid
Cindy goodbye as she moves
to the North Carolina coast
and thank her for her great
work.

Nicole Satterwhite will
be our new comptroller.
Please contact her with any
questions about finances,
billing or foundation
donations.
— Don Beskind

Mission stateMent

Membership in the International Society
of Barristers is extended to advocates
of exceptional talent whose qualities,
including integrity, honor and collegiality,
embody the spirit of the true professional.
Membership is by invitation only after
a rigorous screening process involving
lawyers and judges to identify trial lawyers
who meet its standards.
The society nurtures excellence and
professionalism in advocacy by its recognition of members’ achievements and
providing an opportunity for them, and
their spouses and guests, to meet and
find renewal of spirit in the company of
others who have traveled a similar road.
Its annual convention combines presen-

Submissions wanted

We want you. Or
ethics. Works that
more specifically,
have been previwe want what you
ously published
have written. If
are fine if the
you have aucopyright holder
thored something
consents and the
you think would
publication was
be suitable for
not such that our
our Quarterly,
members would
please submit it
have already seen
for consideration.
the work.
Past publications
have included fellows’
Send your submissions to
prose and poetry on topics Don Beskind at beskind@
from baseball to legal
law.duke.edu

tations, extraordinary in their quality and
diversity, that include topics drawn from
the arts, politics, science and other areas
of interest to lawyers and nonlawyers
alike with a broad range of social and
recreational activities. Barristers have no
rank or privilege among them and gather
annually to renew old friendships and to
make new ones. The society publishes a
quarterly journal of topics covered at the
meeting and otherwise of interest to its
members.
Through the ISOB, the society supports
the work of other organizations whose
endeavors are consistent with the society’s support of excellence and advocacy
under the adversarial system.

Fetal surgery, gene therapy
continued from page 4

[O]pen fetal surgery really hit a milestone
a few years ago when this randomized trial
was performed and this is for a repair of
myelomeningocele also called spina bifida.
… We make an incision in the uterus to
expose the baby and then we do an operation on the baby. … We don’t want to bring
the baby out of the uterus for this. We want
to manipulate the baby as little as possible.
We want to float the baby up to where we
make our incision in the uterus and then we
want to fix the baby and then tuck the baby
back in. … We haven’t cured the disease
but we’ve dramatically reduced the effects
of the disease and that’s what our goal is
for these surgeries. …
Our research focus is ex vivo gene therapy.
... Within a few years, we’re going to do
in utero gene therapy. We will be able to
give genes to the developing babies that

they’re missing and ultimately we want to
do gene correction…with the new technology .... [y]ou can specifically target exactly
where in the genome you’re missing a gene
and you can put it back. We have a lot of
single gene disorders ... like sickle cell
anemia, cystic fibrosis... If you can put the
defective gene back where it belongs, you
can cure a disease. We can do this in the
laboratory and we’re very, very close to
doing it in humans. … I think the potential
of gene therapy for the human population
is tremendous in both reducing disease but
really taking a lot of the heavy burden off
of the healthcare system.

Brad A. Feltis, M.D., PhD., is one of the world’s
few pediatric surgeons specializing in diagnosing
and treating anomalies in developing babies still
in the womb. This article is excerpted from his remarks at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a future issue of the ISOB
Quarterly.

Nominations

The rhythm of life for the ISOB is
the retirement of older fellows and
the nominations of new ones. If
you are interested in submitting
a nomination, log into the ISOB
website and click on the “Nominate”
tab and select the sub-tab of “How
to Nominate.”
If you have questions, contact Don
Beskind at beskind@law.duke.edu
or (919) 612-3955.
All qualified candidates will be
considered but we are particularly
interested in receiving nominations
of younger, female and more
diverse candidates.

President’s letter
continued from page 1

relationship with the English bar.
Third, be on the lookout for competent,
experienced trial lawyers to nominate to
join ISOB. Contact your state chair or Don
Beskind, our administrative secretary.
Lastly, I want to remind our fellows of the
great work our foundation is doing. Last
year the foundation awarded grants to
organizations who support ISOB’s mission
of encouraging advocacy in the adversary
system and retention of trial by jury.
I look forward to seeing many of you in
London. In the meantime, please send
your ideas, suggestions and nominations
for new fellows.
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Cancún, Mexico
2017

Annual Meeting

Larry Rogers Jr. and family with Tom Rhodes, right

Left to right: John and Jennifer Uustal and Mike Prangle

Dan and Sharon Baradat

Left to right: Scott Costantino, Gisela and Tad Griffin
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Fellows, guests enjoy Yucatán hospitality

Barristers, spouses, family, and guests gathered in March
at the Ritz-Carlton in Cancún for the 2017 Annual Meeting
planned to perfection by Dan and Sharon Baradat. More
than six days with perfect weather – for which the Baradats take full credit – we inducted 24 new fellows, including one who joined us from New Zealand; had meetings
of the society’s board of governors, the foundation’s board
of governors, and state chairs; heard from nine speakers;
enjoyed the company of other fellows and guests at dinners with live music; and partook of the wonderful activities available in this magnificent part of Mexico.

Speakers were selected by Tom and Maria Cranmer. Four
covered legal topics of general interest. Justice Bridget M.
McCormack from the Michigan Supreme Court gave the
inaugural John Reed professionalism lecture on the work
being done to eliminate junk science in criminal cases.
Rob Cary, who represented the late Sen. Ted Stevens,
spoke about Stevens’ wrongful conviction. Michael Martin
spoke about his role in prosecuting the “underwear bomber.” And Jess Bravin, from The Wall Street Journal, shared
his reporting on the Guantanamo terror courts. Other
speakers ran a fascinating gamut. At one ethereal extreme was famed chef, Jimmy Schmidt of the Rattlesnake

Grill, speaking on the intersection of natural nutrition and flavor.
While at the other extreme, Peter Morey enlightened us about
NASA’s upcoming James Webb space telescope. In between, Karl
Taube told tales of recent excavations at Chichen Itza. Dr. Brad
Feltis updated us on developments in fetal surgery and gene treatments, and the ever-popular Will Durst hit new heights of political
satire with the “The New Abnormal.”
Activities included a trip to the Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza, an
underground cave tour of the Río Secreto and a water jungle safari
as well as deep-sea fishing, sailing, snorkeling, cooking classes
and golf at several local courses. A big barristers thank you to Dan,
Sharon, Tom and Maria for making it a special week.

Top right: John Reed, our resident party animal
Above: Dancing to Liquid Blue
Left: Welcome reception and dinner, South Pool and Courtyard
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London calling

Save the date for the next annual meeting

April 15-19, 2018
Join us for our
first overseas
meeting, in London,
England. Fellows
will be staying at
The Dorchester
in the Mayfair
area near Hyde
Park. Outstanding
speakers, food and
entertainment
await. We will see
you there!

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE

Letter from president
future meetings
prosecuting the underwear bomber
treating the unborn patient
2017 inductees
we remember
news of note
update from cancún board meeting

If you need anything from the Barristers, contact:

Prof. Donald H. Beskind
(919) 613-7085
beskind@law.duke.edu

Send dues payment and foundation donations to:

International Society of Barristers
Post Office Box 21320
Durham, NC 27703
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The Newsletter of the International Society of Barristers

Executive committee
President

Judy Barrasso
Louisiana

First Vice-President
Harry H. Schneider Jr.
Washington

Second Vice-President
Thomas W. Cranmer
Michigan

Secretary Treasurer
J. Kenneth McEwan
British Columbia

Immediate Past President
Daniel R. Baradat
California

Board of Governors
Peter Brodhead
Ohio

Steve Bruckner
Nebraska

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

Maxon Davis
Montana

James P. Frickleton
Kansas

Kevin Krist
Texas

Stephen H. Kupperman
Louisiana

Kathleen Lang
Michigan

Bruce A. Montoya
Colorado

Summer greetings from The Big Easy
Greetings from New Orleans
where our sultry summer
is in full swing. I hope you
enjoy reading The Crier,
the International Society of
Barristers’ new publication.
We are very excited about its
launch. Through The Crier,
we hope to keep our members
up to date about meetings
and activities. The Crier also
provides a means to more often
communicate with our fellows.

We will be hosted by the
fabulous Dorchester Hotel, in
As with any new publication, the Mayfair area across from
Hyde Park. The Dorchester
we expect to tweak it going
boasts newly renovated
forward and welcome your
feedback to help us publish a rooms, and its flower-filled
Promenade, common areas and
user-friendly product.
ballrooms are quintessential
I am excited and humbled to be London.
the president of this awesome
organization. As I look back at Ken and Jackie McEwan have
been working hard to secure
the list of my predecessors, I
know I have huge shoes to fill. outstanding speakers on a range
But, I am working to do that. of topics. And, importantly,
we are having two parties at
A principle goal for this year the Dorchester, with great
is to emphasize the “internaentertainment, music, dancing,
tional” in the International
scrumptious food, and ample
Society of Barristers. So, we
drinks.

Future meetings

Kathleen Flynn Peterson
Minnesota

2017 Board of Governors
Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton

David D. Powell, Jr.

October 4-7, 2017

Ray Persons
Georgia

Colorado

LeAnn Sanders
Nevada

Stephen Wade
Maine

Christopher Wesierski
California

Staff
Administrative
Secretary & Editor
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

Administrative Secretary &
Editor Emeritus
John W. Reed
Michigan

are making
our inaugural
trip to another
continent
and going
to London
for our
next annual
meeting, set
Judy Barrasso
for April 15-19,
2018. Mark your calendars!

New Orleans, Louisiana

2018 Annual Meeting
The Dorchester
London, England

April 15-19, 2018
2019 Annual Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton,
Dove Mountain
Tuscon, Arizona

March 24-30, 2019

N e ws

Beyond the Dorchester,
London offers fantastic sites,
including the Middle Temple
Inn of Court, the Imperial
War Museum, Tate Modern
Art Museum and the West
End theatres. We will host
an off-site dinner at Gibson
Hall, a magnificent former
banking hall in the heart of
the original city, and there
will be a free night to plan
your own adventures. For
those seeking further activities
with our fellows, an after
trip to St Andrews, Scotland,
is available. Be looking to
register in early September.

Another ISOB goal is to
have a more internationally
diverse membership. At our
annual meeting in Cancún in
March, the board approved
the nominations of several
candidates from the London
area. We hope that the newly
selected fellows will be
inducted at the London meeting
and will mark a renewal of our
continued on page 5
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The International Society of
Barristers has created an
annual lectureship to honor
John W. Reed, Thomas M.
Cooley Professor of Law
Emeritus at the University
of Michigan Law School
and retired Wayne State
University Law School
dean. On March 24, Michigan State Supreme Court
Justice Bridget McCormack
delivered the inaugural
John Reed Lecture at the
ISOB’s 2017 meeting.
Titled “The Forensic Science Frontier: It’s up to the
Lawyers,” the lecture drew

on McCormack’s extensive
involvement with studies
of the validity of forensic
evidence. Reed became
an academic fellow of the
society in 1978 and served
as administrative secretary
and editor of its journal,
Quarterly, from 1979 to
2010. For the last 20 years
of his tenure in the society,
Professor Reed gave the
concluding speech at each
annual convention, urging
the fellows on to a sense of
high purpose.
— State Bar of Michigan
more news on page 2
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Who knew? Getting to know the 2017 inductees

Front row, left to right: Sherry
Knutson (Illinois); Tom Rhodes
(Texas); Angelo Patacca (Florida);
Leslie Packer (North Carolina);
Larry Rogers Jr. (Illinois); Todd
Gardner (Washington); Pam Andrews
(Washington)
Middle row, left to right: Jim
Swanson (Louisiana); Chris
Messerly (Minnesota); Emile Banks
(Wisconsin); Buck Cire (Texas);
Robert David (Louisiana); Minor
Pipes (Louisiana); Dinyar Marzban
(British Columbia); Peter Schmit
(Minnesota)
Back row, left to right: Mike
Prangle (Illinois); Ryan Langley
(South Carolina); Steven Maher
(Florida); Scott McLaren (Florida);
Brandon Thompson (Minnesota);
Colin Carruthers (New Zealand);
Bob Cooper (British Columbia); John
Uustal (Florida); Tad Griffin (Florida)

Pam Andrews: Over the past 31 years, my
husband Tad and I have adopted 10 rescue
dogs: one deaf; one so timid she would not
walk; one who had lost her hair from anxiety over her prior living conditions; three
with cancer; all with endless personality.

Ryan Langley: I am passionate about
really good food and wild game, which
motivates a love for hunting, vegetable
gardening and cooking.

Peter Schmit: I grew up on a small dairy
farm in Northern Minnestsoa, where, as
the youngest of eight kids, had the daily
task of helping milk cows at 6am and 6pm
Monday through Sunday. Law is easy
compared to that.

Steven Maher: I enjoy golf, traveling
with my wife, Wendy, reading, listening to
Brandon Thompson: I love the mountains
Emile Banks: I am the first assistant pastor music and cycling.
(despite the lack of them in Minnesota),
of a mega church, Christian Faith Fellowand have been to the highest point of each
ship Church, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Dinyar Marzban: My interests are road
of the 50 states.
cycling, sculling and trap shooting.
Colin Carruthers: I run a vineyard and
winery located just outside Martinborough, Scott McLaren: I enjoy bird hunting, fish- John Uustal: I like the beach in Fort
Lauderdale, the St. Lawrence River, and
New Zealand, producing primarily Pinot
ing and skiing and would enjoy golf, but
anywhere in Italy.
Noir, but also Pinot Gris, Chardonnay,
for the part about keeping score.
Chenin Blanc, Syrah and Viognier, marketed under the label “Te Muna Valley.”
Chris Messerly: I am married to my high
school sweetheart, Joanne, and I am an
George Cire: I am an avid outdoorsman
Ironman triathlete and hockey player, and I
ews of Note
— fishing, hunting, surfing — and I make restore old cars.
continued from page 1
custom fishing rods.
On April 12, John Hunter Q.C., a
Leslie Packer: Now that we are empty
fellow since 2006, was appointed
Robert Cooper: I like to do anything out- nesters, my husband and I enjoy going on
directly to the Court of Appeal of
doors in the mountains of British Colum- long walks with our dog, and I am conBritish Columbia. Called to the bars
bia.
stantly challenged to come up with new
of British Columbia, the Yukon and
recipes to use the vegetables and herbs we
Ontario, Justice Hunter regularly
Todd Gardner: I enjoy skiing, playing
grow in our garden.
appeared before the Supreme Court
golf, being out on the water and doing just
of Canada, including his noted apabout anything with Polly, our boys and
Angelo Patacca: I enjoy long-distance
pointment as an amicus curiae in the
other family and friends.
motorcycle adventures, Brazilian jiu jitsu,
2014 Senate Reform Reference. His
and helping coach my sons’ high school
recent trial work included Henry v.
David Glover: I am a proud father of
lacrosse teams.
British Columbia (Attorney General)
6-year-old Olivia and 3-year-old Lilly and
in which he represented the provthe prouder husband of Theresa; we enjoy H. Minor Pipes III: I travel, read and play
ince of British Columbia in a claim
hiking, biking, floating rivers, swimming
tennis — chasing my three sons through
brought by a plaintiff arising out of his
and being with each other and with friends. most of them.
wrongful conviction and incarceration
for 27 years. Hunter taught National
Tad Griffin: In the summers, our family
J. Thomas Rhodes III: I really enjoy fishJudicial Institute programs on judicial
ing and bird hunting.
golfs and hikes together in Colorado.
decision-making and judicial ethics.
He served as president of the Law
Society of British Columbia and of
Sherry Knutson: I spend as much time as Larry Rogers Jr.: In my free time, I enjoy
the Federation of Law Societies of
being a volleyball dad, driving instructor,
I can at our log cabin in Indiana, where I
Canada.
enjoy outdoor activities: from bird-watch- horseback riding partner, and legal debater
— Submitted by Ken McEwan
ing to foraging to making apple cider on an with my four children.
old-fashioned press.
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The ISOB Foundation
From Joe Daly, president of the
foundation:

This year we made $50,000 in
grants of $10,000 each to five organizations: the National Institute for
Trial Advocacy (NITA) to fund the
International Society of Barristers
Spangenberg/Liber Scholarships to
NITA trial skills training programs;
the Center for Death Penalty Litigation to fund training for post-conviction death penalty lawyers; the
Innocence Network to fund training
at their annual meeting; and to
the Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC) in support of the Southeast
Immigrant Freedom Initiative (SIFI).
We are continually looking for new
organizations to support. If you
know of one whose work is consistent with the purposes set out in
our articles of incorporation, please
suggest their name to me.

Foundation
Executive
Committee

and professional representation, we
endeavor to win every meritorious
case brought on behalf of immigrants detained in the southeastern
United States — and to the extent
possible bonded or paroled immigrants who had been detained — as
a result of recent and anticipated
immigration enforcement.”

Thank you again for your support of
this important work. As you consider your charitable giving, please
include the foundation so that it
can not only continue its work, but
support even more worthy organizations advancing ISOB’s goals and
principles. You can easily donate in
honor of or in memory of colleagues
or friends as a way of acknowledging them and supporting the foundation’s work.

President

Joseph S. Daly
Nebraska

Vice President
Rebecca S. Thiem
North Dakota

Secretary/Treasurer
David S. Maring
North Dakota

Board of Governors
Robert Frazer Clark
Georgia

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

James K. Dorsett III
North Carolina

Robert M. Dowd
California

There are two ways to donate. You
can donate by credit card through
the website on the foundation’s page
Grantees value our work. A good
or you can send a check to the Interexample: “We deeply appreciate this national Society of Barristers Founspecial contribution for the Southdation at P.O. Box 21320, Durham,
east Immigrant Freedom Initiative
North Carolina 27703.
(SIFI),” said SPLC’s president, Richard Cohen.
Donations, of course, are fully tax
deductible and will be acknowlMr. Cohen, a former speaker at an
edged to you and to appropriate
annual meeting added, “Our attorothers, if made in honor of or in
neys are working with pro-bono
memory of someone.
counsel to ensure that every immigrant swept up in a raid in the
Thank for the honor and privilege to
Southeast has legal counsel. By
serve as your president of this great
providing aggressive, high-quality,
foundation.
Nöel Ferris

Dec. 21, 1948 - May 21, 2017
Nöel, of Sacramento, California, met her
husband, Parker, also an ISOB fellow, while
in law school. She was president of the
International Academy of Trial lawyers, a
consumate advocate and committed to the
prevention of human trafficking.

We remember
Bradford M. “Buck” Gearinger
Nov. 17, 1940 - May 30, 2017

Buck, of Akron, Ohio, was a major in the Marine
Corps and won the Akron Bar Association’s Professionalism Award during his years of practice.
His wife, Paula, survives him.

James J. Ormiston
Texas

Lance Sears
Colorado

William R. Sieben
Minnesota

William B. Smith
California

Timothy S. Trecek
Wisconsin

Staff
executive secretary
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

William T. Robinson III
Dec. 6, 1945 - May 9, 2017

Bill, of Lexington, Kentucky, was the
135th President of the American Bar
Association and is survived by his wife,
Joan, and his extended family.

Please contact the society at beskind@law.duke.edu if you know of a fellow who has passed away.
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Prosecuting the infamous underwear bomber case
Let me tell you about Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, who came in on Christmas Day
to Detroit on a plane with a bomb. He was
sent by Al-Qaeda to destroy the aircraft. He
failed, was arrested when he landed, and that
touched off a massive federal investigation ...
It was the largest investigation I’ve ever been
involved in. And certainly the most fascinating case I’ve ever been involved in.

... often times I hear people say to me in
talking about terrorism that their perception
of a suicide bomber is somebody who is not
well-educated, poor, and doesn’t really know
what they’re doing, maybe was brainwashed
into doing it. That type of description certainly does not fit Abdulmutallab, and I think it
really doesn’t fit many of the suicide bombers
... Mr. Abdulmutallab was from one of the
wealthiest families in Nigeria. ... He was also
highly educated. ...
And the mission that Al-Qaeda developed
was that Abdulmutallab would destroy a U.S.
airliner. That was the key; it had to be a U.S.
airliner, and it had to be over American soil.
Every other detail was left to him. ...

Abdulmutallab is on the plane and he goes
to the bathroom where he stays for about 20
minutes. And what he does in the bathroom
is he engages in a cleansing. He puts perfume
on himself ... he’s preparing to go to heaven.
So and he really, really overdoes it with the
perfume, in fact many of the witnesses on

the plane recalled the smell of perfume as
he walked back from the bathroom. .... He returns to his seat. He pulls a blanket up to his
chin and around his head and then he goes
into his pants where the bomb was hidden
and he depresses the plunger on the syringe,
which initiates the explosion. ...

I don’t know if you all do this, but when I
have a big, complicated case, I sometimes
will assign memory aids to witnesses, maybe
a quality about that witness; I’ll give them a
nickname Well,
we did that
in this case,
because we interviewed this
gentleman and
he told us that
when Abdulmutallab pulled that blanket up and initiated
the bomb, he turned to Abdulmutallab when
he saw the fire and he said, “Dude, your pants
are on fire.” ... It’s true. It’s true. So we called
him Dude. ...

“the most
fascinating case
I’ve ever been
involved in.”

So the passengers, they subdue Abdulmutallab, they extinguish the fire. ... [T]hey moved
him up to business class ... And he is seated
in a seat right across from a flight attendant
... And she said to him, “What did you have?”
And he ignored her at first, ... so she said,
“No, I said to you, what did you have?” And
he said, “Explosive device.” ... [W]e love this
piece of evidence because the federal statute

that we charged him with, the exact wording
in the statute is “explosive device.” ...
After the attack, Al-Qaeda released a video of
Abdulmutallab where Al-Qaeda took credit
for the attack. They talked about how the
bomb had defeated Western security, which
is a big selling point for them; they talked
about the defendant himself, kind of lionizing
him and encouraging others to be like him ...

And the legacy of this case I just want to
touch on briefly ... It’s much, much harder when the potential attacker is a lonely,
distraught, young man living in his parent’s
basement who has no previous contact with
law enforcement ... decides to pick up a gun,
or ... simply drives a vehicle into a busy university and steps out with a knife and starts
stabbing people. That is a much, much more
difficult problem for the FBI to handle. And
they’re in a situation where even one failure
is a failure for the FBI. ... Terrorists are in a
completely different position. They can fail
99 percent of the time, but if they just get one
it’s a success, and the bomb doesn’t even have
to fully function for them to have a success.
The FBI is just the opposite. So they have a
tremendously difficult job ahead of them.

Michael C. Martin has been an assistant U.S.
attorney in the Eastern district of Michigan since
2008. He’s assigned to the office’s National Security Unit, where he prosecutes terrorism, espionage, and other national security crimes. This
article is excerpted from his talk at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a
future issue of the ISOB Quarterly.

Cutting edge of fetal surgery, gene therapy
I’m really excited to talk about something that
I’m super passionate about and that’s treating
the unborn patient. … I want to tackle two
giant topics: One is in utero fetal surgery and
the other one is gene therapy. Widely divergent topics but two very important topics. I
want to hit on gene therapy because we have a
gene therapy lab. We’ve had a pretty significant breakthrough last year and I think that
gene therapy has the potential to not only cure
disease locally and regionally but nationally
Brad Feltis
and internationally, and gene therapy might
be one of the keys to rescuing the healthcare crisis that we have
worldwide. …

This family came to us, they actually came to us eight years ago
and they had a bad problem. They were happy that they were
pregnant with twins. .... They were very sad to find out that their
twins had something called Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome.
… they share a placenta. … In Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome, ... there becomes an imbalance in blood flow between the
two twins. One twin acts as the donor twin. He donates blood
volume to the recipient twin, and so this baby gets really big. His
gestational sac gets really big because he’s trying to get rid of that
volume by making urine. This baby goes into horrible kidney failure. This baby goes into horrible heart failure and left untreated,
95 percent of these babies die before 24 weeks. … These babies
have a bad, bad problem with very few options until about a de-
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cade ago when medical device technology and optics technology
had finally advanced to a point where we could start really doing
things inside the womb.

Operating with tiny cameras and tiny equipment is called fetoscopic surgery and so people have known for the last generation
that if you could figure out a way to disrupt those blood vessels,
to disrupt those communications between the babies, then you
could potentially treat the disease … We need to track the blood
vessels going from one baby to the other … Once we do that, we
introduce a 600 nanometer laser fiber. This is called a diode laser.
It fires under water and you cauterize or cook these blood vessels.
This is the tricky part of the case. You have to hold this probe
right next to the blood vessel without touching it because the
babies only have about half an ounce of circulating blood volume
and they can hemorrhage to death real quick if you rupture one
of those blood vessels. … We turn the placenta into essentially
two separate halves. Each of the babies has their own half of the
placenta and then the disease process reverses itself. … So these
are babies that wouldn’t have lived before and now you get the
best Christmas picture of all time...
So what is fetal surgery? So it’s a new field. … You can do an
open fetal surgery to expose some or all of the baby, do an operation on the baby, put the baby back in and have the pregnancy
continue. Up until a few years ago, the only indication for open
fetal surgery was for lethal problems because it’s a big deal …
continued on page 5

Thank you, Cindy

When the offices of the ISOB
moved from Ann Arbor,
Michigan, to Durham, North
Carolina, on John Reeds’
retirement, I reached out to
the most qualified person I
knew to handle our finances.
That person was Cindy
Henry, who had handled the
books of my former law firm.
For the past six years, Cindy
has been comptroller for
the society and foundation.
Her work has been perfect
— literally, perfect. Every

account has balanced to the
penny. And she has been a
wonderful colleague. We bid
Cindy goodbye as she moves
to the North Carolina coast
and thank her for her great
work.

Nicole Satterwhite will
be our new comptroller.
Please contact her with any
questions about finances,
billing or foundation
donations.
— Don Beskind

Mission stateMent

Membership in the International Society
of Barristers is extended to advocates
of exceptional talent whose qualities,
including integrity, honor and collegiality,
embody the spirit of the true professional.
Membership is by invitation only after
a rigorous screening process involving
lawyers and judges to identify trial lawyers
who meet its standards.
The society nurtures excellence and
professionalism in advocacy by its recognition of members’ achievements and
providing an opportunity for them, and
their spouses and guests, to meet and
find renewal of spirit in the company of
others who have traveled a similar road.
Its annual convention combines presen-

Submissions wanted

We want you. Or
ethics. Works that
more specifically,
have been previwe want what you
ously published
have written. If
are fine if the
you have aucopyright holder
thored something
consents and the
you think would
publication was
be suitable for
not such that our
our Quarterly,
members would
please submit it
have already seen
for consideration.
the work.
Past publications
have included fellows’
Send your submissions to
prose and poetry on topics Don Beskind at beskind@
from baseball to legal
law.duke.edu

tations, extraordinary in their quality and
diversity, that include topics drawn from
the arts, politics, science and other areas
of interest to lawyers and nonlawyers
alike with a broad range of social and
recreational activities. Barristers have no
rank or privilege among them and gather
annually to renew old friendships and to
make new ones. The society publishes a
quarterly journal of topics covered at the
meeting and otherwise of interest to its
members.
Through the ISOB, the society supports
the work of other organizations whose
endeavors are consistent with the society’s support of excellence and advocacy
under the adversarial system.

Fetal surgery, gene therapy
continued from page 4

[O]pen fetal surgery really hit a milestone
a few years ago when this randomized trial
was performed and this is for a repair of
myelomeningocele also called spina bifida.
… We make an incision in the uterus to
expose the baby and then we do an operation on the baby. … We don’t want to bring
the baby out of the uterus for this. We want
to manipulate the baby as little as possible.
We want to float the baby up to where we
make our incision in the uterus and then we
want to fix the baby and then tuck the baby
back in. … We haven’t cured the disease
but we’ve dramatically reduced the effects
of the disease and that’s what our goal is
for these surgeries. …
Our research focus is ex vivo gene therapy.
... Within a few years, we’re going to do
in utero gene therapy. We will be able to
give genes to the developing babies that

they’re missing and ultimately we want to
do gene correction…with the new technology .... [y]ou can specifically target exactly
where in the genome you’re missing a gene
and you can put it back. We have a lot of
single gene disorders ... like sickle cell
anemia, cystic fibrosis... If you can put the
defective gene back where it belongs, you
can cure a disease. We can do this in the
laboratory and we’re very, very close to
doing it in humans. … I think the potential
of gene therapy for the human population
is tremendous in both reducing disease but
really taking a lot of the heavy burden off
of the healthcare system.

Brad A. Feltis, M.D., PhD., is one of the world’s
few pediatric surgeons specializing in diagnosing
and treating anomalies in developing babies still
in the womb. This article is excerpted from his remarks at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a future issue of the ISOB
Quarterly.

Nominations

The rhythm of life for the ISOB is
the retirement of older fellows and
the nominations of new ones. If
you are interested in submitting
a nomination, log into the ISOB
website and click on the “Nominate”
tab and select the sub-tab of “How
to Nominate.”
If you have questions, contact Don
Beskind at beskind@law.duke.edu
or (919) 612-3955.
All qualified candidates will be
considered but we are particularly
interested in receiving nominations
of younger, female and more
diverse candidates.

President’s letter
continued from page 1

relationship with the English bar.
Third, be on the lookout for competent,
experienced trial lawyers to nominate to
join ISOB. Contact your state chair or Don
Beskind, our administrative secretary.
Lastly, I want to remind our fellows of the
great work our foundation is doing. Last
year the foundation awarded grants to
organizations who support ISOB’s mission
of encouraging advocacy in the adversary
system and retention of trial by jury.
I look forward to seeing many of you in
London. In the meantime, please send
your ideas, suggestions and nominations
for new fellows.
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Cancún, Mexico
2017

Annual Meeting

Larry Rogers Jr. and family with Tom Rhodes, right

Left to right: John and Jennifer Uustal and Mike Prangle

Dan and Sharon Baradat

Left to right: Scott Costantino, Gisela and Tad Griffin
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Fellows, guests enjoy Yucatán hospitality

Barristers, spouses, family, and guests gathered in March
at the Ritz-Carlton in Cancún for the 2017 Annual Meeting
planned to perfection by Dan and Sharon Baradat. More
than six days with perfect weather – for which the Baradats take full credit – we inducted 24 new fellows, including one who joined us from New Zealand; had meetings
of the society’s board of governors, the foundation’s board
of governors, and state chairs; heard from nine speakers;
enjoyed the company of other fellows and guests at dinners with live music; and partook of the wonderful activities available in this magnificent part of Mexico.

Speakers were selected by Tom and Maria Cranmer. Four
covered legal topics of general interest. Justice Bridget M.
McCormack from the Michigan Supreme Court gave the
inaugural John Reed professionalism lecture on the work
being done to eliminate junk science in criminal cases.
Rob Cary, who represented the late Sen. Ted Stevens,
spoke about Stevens’ wrongful conviction. Michael Martin
spoke about his role in prosecuting the “underwear bomber.” And Jess Bravin, from The Wall Street Journal, shared
his reporting on the Guantanamo terror courts. Other
speakers ran a fascinating gamut. At one ethereal extreme was famed chef, Jimmy Schmidt of the Rattlesnake

Grill, speaking on the intersection of natural nutrition and flavor.
While at the other extreme, Peter Morey enlightened us about
NASA’s upcoming James Webb space telescope. In between, Karl
Taube told tales of recent excavations at Chichen Itza. Dr. Brad
Feltis updated us on developments in fetal surgery and gene treatments, and the ever-popular Will Durst hit new heights of political
satire with the “The New Abnormal.”
Activities included a trip to the Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza, an
underground cave tour of the Río Secreto and a water jungle safari
as well as deep-sea fishing, sailing, snorkeling, cooking classes
and golf at several local courses. A big barristers thank you to Dan,
Sharon, Tom and Maria for making it a special week.

Top right: John Reed, our resident party animal
Above: Dancing to Liquid Blue
Left: Welcome reception and dinner, South Pool and Courtyard

7

London calling

Save the date for the next annual meeting

April 15-19, 2018
Join us for our
first overseas
meeting, in London,
England. Fellows
will be staying at
The Dorchester
in the Mayfair
area near Hyde
Park. Outstanding
speakers, food and
entertainment
await. We will see
you there!

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE

Letter from president
future meetings
prosecuting the underwear bomber
treating the unborn patient
2017 inductees
we remember
news of note
update from cancún board meeting

If you need anything from the Barristers, contact:

Prof. Donald H. Beskind
(919) 613-7085
beskind@law.duke.edu

Send dues payment and foundation donations to:

International Society of Barristers
Post Office Box 21320
Durham, NC 27703
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The Newsletter of the International Society of Barristers

Executive committee
President

Judy Barrasso
Louisiana

First Vice-President
Harry H. Schneider Jr.
Washington

Second Vice-President
Thomas W. Cranmer
Michigan

Secretary Treasurer
J. Kenneth McEwan
British Columbia

Immediate Past President
Daniel R. Baradat
California

Board of Governors
Peter Brodhead
Ohio

Steve Bruckner
Nebraska

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

Maxon Davis
Montana

James P. Frickleton
Kansas

Kevin Krist
Texas

Stephen H. Kupperman
Louisiana

Kathleen Lang
Michigan

Bruce A. Montoya
Colorado

Summer greetings from The Big Easy
Greetings from New Orleans
where our sultry summer
is in full swing. I hope you
enjoy reading The Crier,
the International Society of
Barristers’ new publication.
We are very excited about its
launch. Through The Crier,
we hope to keep our members
up to date about meetings
and activities. The Crier also
provides a means to more often
communicate with our fellows.

We will be hosted by the
fabulous Dorchester Hotel, in
As with any new publication, the Mayfair area across from
Hyde Park. The Dorchester
we expect to tweak it going
boasts newly renovated
forward and welcome your
feedback to help us publish a rooms, and its flower-filled
Promenade, common areas and
user-friendly product.
ballrooms are quintessential
I am excited and humbled to be London.
the president of this awesome
organization. As I look back at Ken and Jackie McEwan have
been working hard to secure
the list of my predecessors, I
know I have huge shoes to fill. outstanding speakers on a range
But, I am working to do that. of topics. And, importantly,
we are having two parties at
A principle goal for this year the Dorchester, with great
is to emphasize the “internaentertainment, music, dancing,
tional” in the International
scrumptious food, and ample
Society of Barristers. So, we
drinks.

Future meetings

Kathleen Flynn Peterson
Minnesota

2017 Board of Governors
Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton

David D. Powell, Jr.

October 4-7, 2017

Ray Persons
Georgia

Colorado

LeAnn Sanders
Nevada

Stephen Wade
Maine

Christopher Wesierski
California

Staff
Administrative
Secretary & Editor
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

Administrative Secretary &
Editor Emeritus
John W. Reed
Michigan

are making
our inaugural
trip to another
continent
and going
to London
for our
next annual
meeting, set
Judy Barrasso
for April 15-19,
2018. Mark your calendars!

New Orleans, Louisiana

2018 Annual Meeting
The Dorchester
London, England

April 15-19, 2018
2019 Annual Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton,
Dove Mountain
Tuscon, Arizona

March 24-30, 2019

N e ws

Beyond the Dorchester,
London offers fantastic sites,
including the Middle Temple
Inn of Court, the Imperial
War Museum, Tate Modern
Art Museum and the West
End theatres. We will host
an off-site dinner at Gibson
Hall, a magnificent former
banking hall in the heart of
the original city, and there
will be a free night to plan
your own adventures. For
those seeking further activities
with our fellows, an after
trip to St Andrews, Scotland,
is available. Be looking to
register in early September.

Another ISOB goal is to
have a more internationally
diverse membership. At our
annual meeting in Cancún in
March, the board approved
the nominations of several
candidates from the London
area. We hope that the newly
selected fellows will be
inducted at the London meeting
and will mark a renewal of our
continued on page 5
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The International Society of
Barristers has created an
annual lectureship to honor
John W. Reed, Thomas M.
Cooley Professor of Law
Emeritus at the University
of Michigan Law School
and retired Wayne State
University Law School
dean. On March 24, Michigan State Supreme Court
Justice Bridget McCormack
delivered the inaugural
John Reed Lecture at the
ISOB’s 2017 meeting.
Titled “The Forensic Science Frontier: It’s up to the
Lawyers,” the lecture drew

on McCormack’s extensive
involvement with studies
of the validity of forensic
evidence. Reed became
an academic fellow of the
society in 1978 and served
as administrative secretary
and editor of its journal,
Quarterly, from 1979 to
2010. For the last 20 years
of his tenure in the society,
Professor Reed gave the
concluding speech at each
annual convention, urging
the fellows on to a sense of
high purpose.
— State Bar of Michigan
more news on page 2
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Who knew? Getting to know the 2017 inductees

Front row, left to right: Sherry
Knutson (Illinois); Tom Rhodes
(Texas); Angelo Patacca (Florida);
Leslie Packer (North Carolina);
Larry Rogers Jr. (Illinois); Todd
Gardner (Washington); Pam Andrews
(Washington)
Middle row, left to right: Jim
Swanson (Louisiana); Chris
Messerly (Minnesota); Emile Banks
(Wisconsin); Buck Cire (Texas);
Robert David (Louisiana); Minor
Pipes (Louisiana); Dinyar Marzban
(British Columbia); Peter Schmit
(Minnesota)
Back row, left to right: Mike
Prangle (Illinois); Ryan Langley
(South Carolina); Steven Maher
(Florida); Scott McLaren (Florida);
Brandon Thompson (Minnesota);
Colin Carruthers (New Zealand);
Bob Cooper (British Columbia); John
Uustal (Florida); Tad Griffin (Florida)

Pam Andrews: Over the past 31 years, my
husband Tad and I have adopted 10 rescue
dogs: one deaf; one so timid she would not
walk; one who had lost her hair from anxiety over her prior living conditions; three
with cancer; all with endless personality.

Ryan Langley: I am passionate about
really good food and wild game, which
motivates a love for hunting, vegetable
gardening and cooking.

Peter Schmit: I grew up on a small dairy
farm in Northern Minnestsoa, where, as
the youngest of eight kids, had the daily
task of helping milk cows at 6am and 6pm
Monday through Sunday. Law is easy
compared to that.

Steven Maher: I enjoy golf, traveling
with my wife, Wendy, reading, listening to
Brandon Thompson: I love the mountains
Emile Banks: I am the first assistant pastor music and cycling.
(despite the lack of them in Minnesota),
of a mega church, Christian Faith Fellowand have been to the highest point of each
ship Church, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Dinyar Marzban: My interests are road
of the 50 states.
cycling, sculling and trap shooting.
Colin Carruthers: I run a vineyard and
winery located just outside Martinborough, Scott McLaren: I enjoy bird hunting, fish- John Uustal: I like the beach in Fort
Lauderdale, the St. Lawrence River, and
New Zealand, producing primarily Pinot
ing and skiing and would enjoy golf, but
anywhere in Italy.
Noir, but also Pinot Gris, Chardonnay,
for the part about keeping score.
Chenin Blanc, Syrah and Viognier, marketed under the label “Te Muna Valley.”
Chris Messerly: I am married to my high
school sweetheart, Joanne, and I am an
George Cire: I am an avid outdoorsman
Ironman triathlete and hockey player, and I
ews of Note
— fishing, hunting, surfing — and I make restore old cars.
continued from page 1
custom fishing rods.
On April 12, John Hunter Q.C., a
Leslie Packer: Now that we are empty
fellow since 2006, was appointed
Robert Cooper: I like to do anything out- nesters, my husband and I enjoy going on
directly to the Court of Appeal of
doors in the mountains of British Colum- long walks with our dog, and I am conBritish Columbia. Called to the bars
bia.
stantly challenged to come up with new
of British Columbia, the Yukon and
recipes to use the vegetables and herbs we
Ontario, Justice Hunter regularly
Todd Gardner: I enjoy skiing, playing
grow in our garden.
appeared before the Supreme Court
golf, being out on the water and doing just
of Canada, including his noted apabout anything with Polly, our boys and
Angelo Patacca: I enjoy long-distance
pointment as an amicus curiae in the
other family and friends.
motorcycle adventures, Brazilian jiu jitsu,
2014 Senate Reform Reference. His
and helping coach my sons’ high school
recent trial work included Henry v.
David Glover: I am a proud father of
lacrosse teams.
British Columbia (Attorney General)
6-year-old Olivia and 3-year-old Lilly and
in which he represented the provthe prouder husband of Theresa; we enjoy H. Minor Pipes III: I travel, read and play
ince of British Columbia in a claim
hiking, biking, floating rivers, swimming
tennis — chasing my three sons through
brought by a plaintiff arising out of his
and being with each other and with friends. most of them.
wrongful conviction and incarceration
for 27 years. Hunter taught National
Tad Griffin: In the summers, our family
J. Thomas Rhodes III: I really enjoy fishJudicial Institute programs on judicial
ing and bird hunting.
golfs and hikes together in Colorado.
decision-making and judicial ethics.
He served as president of the Law
Society of British Columbia and of
Sherry Knutson: I spend as much time as Larry Rogers Jr.: In my free time, I enjoy
the Federation of Law Societies of
being a volleyball dad, driving instructor,
I can at our log cabin in Indiana, where I
Canada.
enjoy outdoor activities: from bird-watch- horseback riding partner, and legal debater
— Submitted by Ken McEwan
ing to foraging to making apple cider on an with my four children.
old-fashioned press.
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The ISOB Foundation
From Joe Daly, president of the
foundation:

This year we made $50,000 in
grants of $10,000 each to five organizations: the National Institute for
Trial Advocacy (NITA) to fund the
International Society of Barristers
Spangenberg/Liber Scholarships to
NITA trial skills training programs;
the Center for Death Penalty Litigation to fund training for post-conviction death penalty lawyers; the
Innocence Network to fund training
at their annual meeting; and to
the Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC) in support of the Southeast
Immigrant Freedom Initiative (SIFI).
We are continually looking for new
organizations to support. If you
know of one whose work is consistent with the purposes set out in
our articles of incorporation, please
suggest their name to me.

Foundation
Executive
Committee

and professional representation, we
endeavor to win every meritorious
case brought on behalf of immigrants detained in the southeastern
United States — and to the extent
possible bonded or paroled immigrants who had been detained — as
a result of recent and anticipated
immigration enforcement.”

Thank you again for your support of
this important work. As you consider your charitable giving, please
include the foundation so that it
can not only continue its work, but
support even more worthy organizations advancing ISOB’s goals and
principles. You can easily donate in
honor of or in memory of colleagues
or friends as a way of acknowledging them and supporting the foundation’s work.

President

Joseph S. Daly
Nebraska

Vice President
Rebecca S. Thiem
North Dakota

Secretary/Treasurer
David S. Maring
North Dakota

Board of Governors
Robert Frazer Clark
Georgia

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

James K. Dorsett III
North Carolina

Robert M. Dowd
California

There are two ways to donate. You
can donate by credit card through
the website on the foundation’s page
Grantees value our work. A good
or you can send a check to the Interexample: “We deeply appreciate this national Society of Barristers Founspecial contribution for the Southdation at P.O. Box 21320, Durham,
east Immigrant Freedom Initiative
North Carolina 27703.
(SIFI),” said SPLC’s president, Richard Cohen.
Donations, of course, are fully tax
deductible and will be acknowlMr. Cohen, a former speaker at an
edged to you and to appropriate
annual meeting added, “Our attorothers, if made in honor of or in
neys are working with pro-bono
memory of someone.
counsel to ensure that every immigrant swept up in a raid in the
Thank for the honor and privilege to
Southeast has legal counsel. By
serve as your president of this great
providing aggressive, high-quality,
foundation.
Nöel Ferris

Dec. 21, 1948 - May 21, 2017
Nöel, of Sacramento, California, met her
husband, Parker, also an ISOB fellow, while
in law school. She was president of the
International Academy of Trial lawyers, a
consumate advocate and committed to the
prevention of human trafficking.

We remember
Bradford M. “Buck” Gearinger
Nov. 17, 1940 - May 30, 2017

Buck, of Akron, Ohio, was a major in the Marine
Corps and won the Akron Bar Association’s Professionalism Award during his years of practice.
His wife, Paula, survives him.

James J. Ormiston
Texas

Lance Sears
Colorado

William R. Sieben
Minnesota

William B. Smith
California

Timothy S. Trecek
Wisconsin

Staff
executive secretary
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

William T. Robinson III
Dec. 6, 1945 - May 9, 2017

Bill, of Lexington, Kentucky, was the
135th President of the American Bar
Association and is survived by his wife,
Joan, and his extended family.

Please contact the society at beskind@law.duke.edu if you know of a fellow who has passed away.
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Prosecuting the infamous underwear bomber case
Let me tell you about Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, who came in on Christmas Day
to Detroit on a plane with a bomb. He was
sent by Al-Qaeda to destroy the aircraft. He
failed, was arrested when he landed, and that
touched off a massive federal investigation ...
It was the largest investigation I’ve ever been
involved in. And certainly the most fascinating case I’ve ever been involved in.

... often times I hear people say to me in
talking about terrorism that their perception
of a suicide bomber is somebody who is not
well-educated, poor, and doesn’t really know
what they’re doing, maybe was brainwashed
into doing it. That type of description certainly does not fit Abdulmutallab, and I think it
really doesn’t fit many of the suicide bombers
... Mr. Abdulmutallab was from one of the
wealthiest families in Nigeria. ... He was also
highly educated. ...
And the mission that Al-Qaeda developed
was that Abdulmutallab would destroy a U.S.
airliner. That was the key; it had to be a U.S.
airliner, and it had to be over American soil.
Every other detail was left to him. ...

Abdulmutallab is on the plane and he goes
to the bathroom where he stays for about 20
minutes. And what he does in the bathroom
is he engages in a cleansing. He puts perfume
on himself ... he’s preparing to go to heaven.
So and he really, really overdoes it with the
perfume, in fact many of the witnesses on

the plane recalled the smell of perfume as
he walked back from the bathroom. .... He returns to his seat. He pulls a blanket up to his
chin and around his head and then he goes
into his pants where the bomb was hidden
and he depresses the plunger on the syringe,
which initiates the explosion. ...

I don’t know if you all do this, but when I
have a big, complicated case, I sometimes
will assign memory aids to witnesses, maybe
a quality about that witness; I’ll give them a
nickname Well,
we did that
in this case,
because we interviewed this
gentleman and
he told us that
when Abdulmutallab pulled that blanket up and initiated
the bomb, he turned to Abdulmutallab when
he saw the fire and he said, “Dude, your pants
are on fire.” ... It’s true. It’s true. So we called
him Dude. ...

“the most
fascinating case
I’ve ever been
involved in.”

So the passengers, they subdue Abdulmutallab, they extinguish the fire. ... [T]hey moved
him up to business class ... And he is seated
in a seat right across from a flight attendant
... And she said to him, “What did you have?”
And he ignored her at first, ... so she said,
“No, I said to you, what did you have?” And
he said, “Explosive device.” ... [W]e love this
piece of evidence because the federal statute

that we charged him with, the exact wording
in the statute is “explosive device.” ...
After the attack, Al-Qaeda released a video of
Abdulmutallab where Al-Qaeda took credit
for the attack. They talked about how the
bomb had defeated Western security, which
is a big selling point for them; they talked
about the defendant himself, kind of lionizing
him and encouraging others to be like him ...

And the legacy of this case I just want to
touch on briefly ... It’s much, much harder when the potential attacker is a lonely,
distraught, young man living in his parent’s
basement who has no previous contact with
law enforcement ... decides to pick up a gun,
or ... simply drives a vehicle into a busy university and steps out with a knife and starts
stabbing people. That is a much, much more
difficult problem for the FBI to handle. And
they’re in a situation where even one failure
is a failure for the FBI. ... Terrorists are in a
completely different position. They can fail
99 percent of the time, but if they just get one
it’s a success, and the bomb doesn’t even have
to fully function for them to have a success.
The FBI is just the opposite. So they have a
tremendously difficult job ahead of them.

Michael C. Martin has been an assistant U.S.
attorney in the Eastern district of Michigan since
2008. He’s assigned to the office’s National Security Unit, where he prosecutes terrorism, espionage, and other national security crimes. This
article is excerpted from his talk at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a
future issue of the ISOB Quarterly.

Cutting edge of fetal surgery, gene therapy
I’m really excited to talk about something that
I’m super passionate about and that’s treating
the unborn patient. … I want to tackle two
giant topics: One is in utero fetal surgery and
the other one is gene therapy. Widely divergent topics but two very important topics. I
want to hit on gene therapy because we have a
gene therapy lab. We’ve had a pretty significant breakthrough last year and I think that
gene therapy has the potential to not only cure
disease locally and regionally but nationally
Brad Feltis
and internationally, and gene therapy might
be one of the keys to rescuing the healthcare crisis that we have
worldwide. …

This family came to us, they actually came to us eight years ago
and they had a bad problem. They were happy that they were
pregnant with twins. .... They were very sad to find out that their
twins had something called Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome.
… they share a placenta. … In Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome, ... there becomes an imbalance in blood flow between the
two twins. One twin acts as the donor twin. He donates blood
volume to the recipient twin, and so this baby gets really big. His
gestational sac gets really big because he’s trying to get rid of that
volume by making urine. This baby goes into horrible kidney failure. This baby goes into horrible heart failure and left untreated,
95 percent of these babies die before 24 weeks. … These babies
have a bad, bad problem with very few options until about a de-
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cade ago when medical device technology and optics technology
had finally advanced to a point where we could start really doing
things inside the womb.

Operating with tiny cameras and tiny equipment is called fetoscopic surgery and so people have known for the last generation
that if you could figure out a way to disrupt those blood vessels,
to disrupt those communications between the babies, then you
could potentially treat the disease … We need to track the blood
vessels going from one baby to the other … Once we do that, we
introduce a 600 nanometer laser fiber. This is called a diode laser.
It fires under water and you cauterize or cook these blood vessels.
This is the tricky part of the case. You have to hold this probe
right next to the blood vessel without touching it because the
babies only have about half an ounce of circulating blood volume
and they can hemorrhage to death real quick if you rupture one
of those blood vessels. … We turn the placenta into essentially
two separate halves. Each of the babies has their own half of the
placenta and then the disease process reverses itself. … So these
are babies that wouldn’t have lived before and now you get the
best Christmas picture of all time...
So what is fetal surgery? So it’s a new field. … You can do an
open fetal surgery to expose some or all of the baby, do an operation on the baby, put the baby back in and have the pregnancy
continue. Up until a few years ago, the only indication for open
fetal surgery was for lethal problems because it’s a big deal …
continued on page 5

Thank you, Cindy

When the offices of the ISOB
moved from Ann Arbor,
Michigan, to Durham, North
Carolina, on John Reeds’
retirement, I reached out to
the most qualified person I
knew to handle our finances.
That person was Cindy
Henry, who had handled the
books of my former law firm.
For the past six years, Cindy
has been comptroller for
the society and foundation.
Her work has been perfect
— literally, perfect. Every

account has balanced to the
penny. And she has been a
wonderful colleague. We bid
Cindy goodbye as she moves
to the North Carolina coast
and thank her for her great
work.

Nicole Satterwhite will
be our new comptroller.
Please contact her with any
questions about finances,
billing or foundation
donations.
— Don Beskind

Mission stateMent

Membership in the International Society
of Barristers is extended to advocates
of exceptional talent whose qualities,
including integrity, honor and collegiality,
embody the spirit of the true professional.
Membership is by invitation only after
a rigorous screening process involving
lawyers and judges to identify trial lawyers
who meet its standards.
The society nurtures excellence and
professionalism in advocacy by its recognition of members’ achievements and
providing an opportunity for them, and
their spouses and guests, to meet and
find renewal of spirit in the company of
others who have traveled a similar road.
Its annual convention combines presen-

Submissions wanted

We want you. Or
ethics. Works that
more specifically,
have been previwe want what you
ously published
have written. If
are fine if the
you have aucopyright holder
thored something
consents and the
you think would
publication was
be suitable for
not such that our
our Quarterly,
members would
please submit it
have already seen
for consideration.
the work.
Past publications
have included fellows’
Send your submissions to
prose and poetry on topics Don Beskind at beskind@
from baseball to legal
law.duke.edu

tations, extraordinary in their quality and
diversity, that include topics drawn from
the arts, politics, science and other areas
of interest to lawyers and nonlawyers
alike with a broad range of social and
recreational activities. Barristers have no
rank or privilege among them and gather
annually to renew old friendships and to
make new ones. The society publishes a
quarterly journal of topics covered at the
meeting and otherwise of interest to its
members.
Through the ISOB, the society supports
the work of other organizations whose
endeavors are consistent with the society’s support of excellence and advocacy
under the adversarial system.

Fetal surgery, gene therapy
continued from page 4

[O]pen fetal surgery really hit a milestone
a few years ago when this randomized trial
was performed and this is for a repair of
myelomeningocele also called spina bifida.
… We make an incision in the uterus to
expose the baby and then we do an operation on the baby. … We don’t want to bring
the baby out of the uterus for this. We want
to manipulate the baby as little as possible.
We want to float the baby up to where we
make our incision in the uterus and then we
want to fix the baby and then tuck the baby
back in. … We haven’t cured the disease
but we’ve dramatically reduced the effects
of the disease and that’s what our goal is
for these surgeries. …
Our research focus is ex vivo gene therapy.
... Within a few years, we’re going to do
in utero gene therapy. We will be able to
give genes to the developing babies that

they’re missing and ultimately we want to
do gene correction…with the new technology .... [y]ou can specifically target exactly
where in the genome you’re missing a gene
and you can put it back. We have a lot of
single gene disorders ... like sickle cell
anemia, cystic fibrosis... If you can put the
defective gene back where it belongs, you
can cure a disease. We can do this in the
laboratory and we’re very, very close to
doing it in humans. … I think the potential
of gene therapy for the human population
is tremendous in both reducing disease but
really taking a lot of the heavy burden off
of the healthcare system.

Brad A. Feltis, M.D., PhD., is one of the world’s
few pediatric surgeons specializing in diagnosing
and treating anomalies in developing babies still
in the womb. This article is excerpted from his remarks at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a future issue of the ISOB
Quarterly.

Nominations

The rhythm of life for the ISOB is
the retirement of older fellows and
the nominations of new ones. If
you are interested in submitting
a nomination, log into the ISOB
website and click on the “Nominate”
tab and select the sub-tab of “How
to Nominate.”
If you have questions, contact Don
Beskind at beskind@law.duke.edu
or (919) 612-3955.
All qualified candidates will be
considered but we are particularly
interested in receiving nominations
of younger, female and more
diverse candidates.

President’s letter
continued from page 1

relationship with the English bar.
Third, be on the lookout for competent,
experienced trial lawyers to nominate to
join ISOB. Contact your state chair or Don
Beskind, our administrative secretary.
Lastly, I want to remind our fellows of the
great work our foundation is doing. Last
year the foundation awarded grants to
organizations who support ISOB’s mission
of encouraging advocacy in the adversary
system and retention of trial by jury.
I look forward to seeing many of you in
London. In the meantime, please send
your ideas, suggestions and nominations
for new fellows.
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Cancún, Mexico
2017

Annual Meeting

Larry Rogers Jr. and family with Tom Rhodes, right

Left to right: John and Jennifer Uustal and Mike Prangle

Dan and Sharon Baradat

Left to right: Scott Costantino, Gisela and Tad Griffin
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Fellows, guests enjoy Yucatán hospitality

Barristers, spouses, family, and guests gathered in March
at the Ritz-Carlton in Cancún for the 2017 Annual Meeting
planned to perfection by Dan and Sharon Baradat. More
than six days with perfect weather – for which the Baradats take full credit – we inducted 24 new fellows, including one who joined us from New Zealand; had meetings
of the society’s board of governors, the foundation’s board
of governors, and state chairs; heard from nine speakers;
enjoyed the company of other fellows and guests at dinners with live music; and partook of the wonderful activities available in this magnificent part of Mexico.

Speakers were selected by Tom and Maria Cranmer. Four
covered legal topics of general interest. Justice Bridget M.
McCormack from the Michigan Supreme Court gave the
inaugural John Reed professionalism lecture on the work
being done to eliminate junk science in criminal cases.
Rob Cary, who represented the late Sen. Ted Stevens,
spoke about Stevens’ wrongful conviction. Michael Martin
spoke about his role in prosecuting the “underwear bomber.” And Jess Bravin, from The Wall Street Journal, shared
his reporting on the Guantanamo terror courts. Other
speakers ran a fascinating gamut. At one ethereal extreme was famed chef, Jimmy Schmidt of the Rattlesnake

Grill, speaking on the intersection of natural nutrition and flavor.
While at the other extreme, Peter Morey enlightened us about
NASA’s upcoming James Webb space telescope. In between, Karl
Taube told tales of recent excavations at Chichen Itza. Dr. Brad
Feltis updated us on developments in fetal surgery and gene treatments, and the ever-popular Will Durst hit new heights of political
satire with the “The New Abnormal.”
Activities included a trip to the Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza, an
underground cave tour of the Río Secreto and a water jungle safari
as well as deep-sea fishing, sailing, snorkeling, cooking classes
and golf at several local courses. A big barristers thank you to Dan,
Sharon, Tom and Maria for making it a special week.

Top right: John Reed, our resident party animal
Above: Dancing to Liquid Blue
Left: Welcome reception and dinner, South Pool and Courtyard
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London calling

Save the date for the next annual meeting

April 15-19, 2018
Join us for our
first overseas
meeting, in London,
England. Fellows
will be staying at
The Dorchester
in the Mayfair
area near Hyde
Park. Outstanding
speakers, food and
entertainment
await. We will see
you there!

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE

Letter from president
future meetings
prosecuting the underwear bomber
treating the unborn patient
2017 inductees
we remember
news of note
update from cancún board meeting

If you need anything from the Barristers, contact:

Prof. Donald H. Beskind
(919) 613-7085
beskind@law.duke.edu

Send dues payment and foundation donations to:

International Society of Barristers
Post Office Box 21320
Durham, NC 27703
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The Newsletter of the International Society of Barristers

Executive committee
President

Judy Barrasso
Louisiana

First Vice-President
Harry H. Schneider Jr.
Washington

Second Vice-President
Thomas W. Cranmer
Michigan

Secretary Treasurer
J. Kenneth McEwan
British Columbia

Immediate Past President
Daniel R. Baradat
California

Board of Governors
Peter Brodhead
Ohio

Steve Bruckner
Nebraska

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

Maxon Davis
Montana

James P. Frickleton
Kansas

Kevin Krist
Texas

Stephen H. Kupperman
Louisiana

Kathleen Lang
Michigan

Bruce A. Montoya
Colorado

Summer greetings from The Big Easy
Greetings from New Orleans
where our sultry summer
is in full swing. I hope you
enjoy reading The Crier,
the International Society of
Barristers’ new publication.
We are very excited about its
launch. Through The Crier,
we hope to keep our members
up to date about meetings
and activities. The Crier also
provides a means to more often
communicate with our fellows.

We will be hosted by the
fabulous Dorchester Hotel, in
As with any new publication, the Mayfair area across from
Hyde Park. The Dorchester
we expect to tweak it going
boasts newly renovated
forward and welcome your
feedback to help us publish a rooms, and its flower-filled
Promenade, common areas and
user-friendly product.
ballrooms are quintessential
I am excited and humbled to be London.
the president of this awesome
organization. As I look back at Ken and Jackie McEwan have
been working hard to secure
the list of my predecessors, I
know I have huge shoes to fill. outstanding speakers on a range
But, I am working to do that. of topics. And, importantly,
we are having two parties at
A principle goal for this year the Dorchester, with great
is to emphasize the “internaentertainment, music, dancing,
tional” in the International
scrumptious food, and ample
Society of Barristers. So, we
drinks.

Future meetings

Kathleen Flynn Peterson
Minnesota

2017 Board of Governors
Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton

David D. Powell, Jr.

October 4-7, 2017

Ray Persons
Georgia

Colorado

LeAnn Sanders
Nevada

Stephen Wade
Maine

Christopher Wesierski
California

Staff
Administrative
Secretary & Editor
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

Administrative Secretary &
Editor Emeritus
John W. Reed
Michigan

are making
our inaugural
trip to another
continent
and going
to London
for our
next annual
meeting, set
Judy Barrasso
for April 15-19,
2018. Mark your calendars!

New Orleans, Louisiana

2018 Annual Meeting
The Dorchester
London, England

April 15-19, 2018
2019 Annual Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton,
Dove Mountain
Tuscon, Arizona

March 24-30, 2019

N e ws

Beyond the Dorchester,
London offers fantastic sites,
including the Middle Temple
Inn of Court, the Imperial
War Museum, Tate Modern
Art Museum and the West
End theatres. We will host
an off-site dinner at Gibson
Hall, a magnificent former
banking hall in the heart of
the original city, and there
will be a free night to plan
your own adventures. For
those seeking further activities
with our fellows, an after
trip to St Andrews, Scotland,
is available. Be looking to
register in early September.

Another ISOB goal is to
have a more internationally
diverse membership. At our
annual meeting in Cancún in
March, the board approved
the nominations of several
candidates from the London
area. We hope that the newly
selected fellows will be
inducted at the London meeting
and will mark a renewal of our
continued on page 5
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The International Society of
Barristers has created an
annual lectureship to honor
John W. Reed, Thomas M.
Cooley Professor of Law
Emeritus at the University
of Michigan Law School
and retired Wayne State
University Law School
dean. On March 24, Michigan State Supreme Court
Justice Bridget McCormack
delivered the inaugural
John Reed Lecture at the
ISOB’s 2017 meeting.
Titled “The Forensic Science Frontier: It’s up to the
Lawyers,” the lecture drew

on McCormack’s extensive
involvement with studies
of the validity of forensic
evidence. Reed became
an academic fellow of the
society in 1978 and served
as administrative secretary
and editor of its journal,
Quarterly, from 1979 to
2010. For the last 20 years
of his tenure in the society,
Professor Reed gave the
concluding speech at each
annual convention, urging
the fellows on to a sense of
high purpose.
— State Bar of Michigan
more news on page 2
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Who knew? Getting to know the 2017 inductees

Front row, left to right: Sherry
Knutson (Illinois); Tom Rhodes
(Texas); Angelo Patacca (Florida);
Leslie Packer (North Carolina);
Larry Rogers Jr. (Illinois); Todd
Gardner (Washington); Pam Andrews
(Washington)
Middle row, left to right: Jim
Swanson (Louisiana); Chris
Messerly (Minnesota); Emile Banks
(Wisconsin); Buck Cire (Texas);
Robert David (Louisiana); Minor
Pipes (Louisiana); Dinyar Marzban
(British Columbia); Peter Schmit
(Minnesota)
Back row, left to right: Mike
Prangle (Illinois); Ryan Langley
(South Carolina); Steven Maher
(Florida); Scott McLaren (Florida);
Brandon Thompson (Minnesota);
Colin Carruthers (New Zealand);
Bob Cooper (British Columbia); John
Uustal (Florida); Tad Griffin (Florida)

Pam Andrews: Over the past 31 years, my
husband Tad and I have adopted 10 rescue
dogs: one deaf; one so timid she would not
walk; one who had lost her hair from anxiety over her prior living conditions; three
with cancer; all with endless personality.

Ryan Langley: I am passionate about
really good food and wild game, which
motivates a love for hunting, vegetable
gardening and cooking.

Peter Schmit: I grew up on a small dairy
farm in Northern Minnestsoa, where, as
the youngest of eight kids, had the daily
task of helping milk cows at 6am and 6pm
Monday through Sunday. Law is easy
compared to that.

Steven Maher: I enjoy golf, traveling
with my wife, Wendy, reading, listening to
Brandon Thompson: I love the mountains
Emile Banks: I am the first assistant pastor music and cycling.
(despite the lack of them in Minnesota),
of a mega church, Christian Faith Fellowand have been to the highest point of each
ship Church, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Dinyar Marzban: My interests are road
of the 50 states.
cycling, sculling and trap shooting.
Colin Carruthers: I run a vineyard and
winery located just outside Martinborough, Scott McLaren: I enjoy bird hunting, fish- John Uustal: I like the beach in Fort
Lauderdale, the St. Lawrence River, and
New Zealand, producing primarily Pinot
ing and skiing and would enjoy golf, but
anywhere in Italy.
Noir, but also Pinot Gris, Chardonnay,
for the part about keeping score.
Chenin Blanc, Syrah and Viognier, marketed under the label “Te Muna Valley.”
Chris Messerly: I am married to my high
school sweetheart, Joanne, and I am an
George Cire: I am an avid outdoorsman
Ironman triathlete and hockey player, and I
ews of Note
— fishing, hunting, surfing — and I make restore old cars.
continued from page 1
custom fishing rods.
On April 12, John Hunter Q.C., a
Leslie Packer: Now that we are empty
fellow since 2006, was appointed
Robert Cooper: I like to do anything out- nesters, my husband and I enjoy going on
directly to the Court of Appeal of
doors in the mountains of British Colum- long walks with our dog, and I am conBritish Columbia. Called to the bars
bia.
stantly challenged to come up with new
of British Columbia, the Yukon and
recipes to use the vegetables and herbs we
Ontario, Justice Hunter regularly
Todd Gardner: I enjoy skiing, playing
grow in our garden.
appeared before the Supreme Court
golf, being out on the water and doing just
of Canada, including his noted apabout anything with Polly, our boys and
Angelo Patacca: I enjoy long-distance
pointment as an amicus curiae in the
other family and friends.
motorcycle adventures, Brazilian jiu jitsu,
2014 Senate Reform Reference. His
and helping coach my sons’ high school
recent trial work included Henry v.
David Glover: I am a proud father of
lacrosse teams.
British Columbia (Attorney General)
6-year-old Olivia and 3-year-old Lilly and
in which he represented the provthe prouder husband of Theresa; we enjoy H. Minor Pipes III: I travel, read and play
ince of British Columbia in a claim
hiking, biking, floating rivers, swimming
tennis — chasing my three sons through
brought by a plaintiff arising out of his
and being with each other and with friends. most of them.
wrongful conviction and incarceration
for 27 years. Hunter taught National
Tad Griffin: In the summers, our family
J. Thomas Rhodes III: I really enjoy fishJudicial Institute programs on judicial
ing and bird hunting.
golfs and hikes together in Colorado.
decision-making and judicial ethics.
He served as president of the Law
Society of British Columbia and of
Sherry Knutson: I spend as much time as Larry Rogers Jr.: In my free time, I enjoy
the Federation of Law Societies of
being a volleyball dad, driving instructor,
I can at our log cabin in Indiana, where I
Canada.
enjoy outdoor activities: from bird-watch- horseback riding partner, and legal debater
— Submitted by Ken McEwan
ing to foraging to making apple cider on an with my four children.
old-fashioned press.
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The ISOB Foundation
From Joe Daly, president of the
foundation:

This year we made $50,000 in
grants of $10,000 each to five organizations: the National Institute for
Trial Advocacy (NITA) to fund the
International Society of Barristers
Spangenberg/Liber Scholarships to
NITA trial skills training programs;
the Center for Death Penalty Litigation to fund training for post-conviction death penalty lawyers; the
Innocence Network to fund training
at their annual meeting; and to
the Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC) in support of the Southeast
Immigrant Freedom Initiative (SIFI).
We are continually looking for new
organizations to support. If you
know of one whose work is consistent with the purposes set out in
our articles of incorporation, please
suggest their name to me.

Foundation
Executive
Committee

and professional representation, we
endeavor to win every meritorious
case brought on behalf of immigrants detained in the southeastern
United States — and to the extent
possible bonded or paroled immigrants who had been detained — as
a result of recent and anticipated
immigration enforcement.”

Thank you again for your support of
this important work. As you consider your charitable giving, please
include the foundation so that it
can not only continue its work, but
support even more worthy organizations advancing ISOB’s goals and
principles. You can easily donate in
honor of or in memory of colleagues
or friends as a way of acknowledging them and supporting the foundation’s work.

President

Joseph S. Daly
Nebraska

Vice President
Rebecca S. Thiem
North Dakota

Secretary/Treasurer
David S. Maring
North Dakota

Board of Governors
Robert Frazer Clark
Georgia

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

James K. Dorsett III
North Carolina

Robert M. Dowd
California

There are two ways to donate. You
can donate by credit card through
the website on the foundation’s page
Grantees value our work. A good
or you can send a check to the Interexample: “We deeply appreciate this national Society of Barristers Founspecial contribution for the Southdation at P.O. Box 21320, Durham,
east Immigrant Freedom Initiative
North Carolina 27703.
(SIFI),” said SPLC’s president, Richard Cohen.
Donations, of course, are fully tax
deductible and will be acknowlMr. Cohen, a former speaker at an
edged to you and to appropriate
annual meeting added, “Our attorothers, if made in honor of or in
neys are working with pro-bono
memory of someone.
counsel to ensure that every immigrant swept up in a raid in the
Thank for the honor and privilege to
Southeast has legal counsel. By
serve as your president of this great
providing aggressive, high-quality,
foundation.
Nöel Ferris

Dec. 21, 1948 - May 21, 2017
Nöel, of Sacramento, California, met her
husband, Parker, also an ISOB fellow, while
in law school. She was president of the
International Academy of Trial lawyers, a
consumate advocate and committed to the
prevention of human trafficking.

We remember
Bradford M. “Buck” Gearinger
Nov. 17, 1940 - May 30, 2017

Buck, of Akron, Ohio, was a major in the Marine
Corps and won the Akron Bar Association’s Professionalism Award during his years of practice.
His wife, Paula, survives him.

James J. Ormiston
Texas

Lance Sears
Colorado

William R. Sieben
Minnesota

William B. Smith
California

Timothy S. Trecek
Wisconsin

Staff
executive secretary
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

William T. Robinson III
Dec. 6, 1945 - May 9, 2017

Bill, of Lexington, Kentucky, was the
135th President of the American Bar
Association and is survived by his wife,
Joan, and his extended family.

Please contact the society at beskind@law.duke.edu if you know of a fellow who has passed away.
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Prosecuting the infamous underwear bomber case
Let me tell you about Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, who came in on Christmas Day
to Detroit on a plane with a bomb. He was
sent by Al-Qaeda to destroy the aircraft. He
failed, was arrested when he landed, and that
touched off a massive federal investigation ...
It was the largest investigation I’ve ever been
involved in. And certainly the most fascinating case I’ve ever been involved in.

... often times I hear people say to me in
talking about terrorism that their perception
of a suicide bomber is somebody who is not
well-educated, poor, and doesn’t really know
what they’re doing, maybe was brainwashed
into doing it. That type of description certainly does not fit Abdulmutallab, and I think it
really doesn’t fit many of the suicide bombers
... Mr. Abdulmutallab was from one of the
wealthiest families in Nigeria. ... He was also
highly educated. ...
And the mission that Al-Qaeda developed
was that Abdulmutallab would destroy a U.S.
airliner. That was the key; it had to be a U.S.
airliner, and it had to be over American soil.
Every other detail was left to him. ...

Abdulmutallab is on the plane and he goes
to the bathroom where he stays for about 20
minutes. And what he does in the bathroom
is he engages in a cleansing. He puts perfume
on himself ... he’s preparing to go to heaven.
So and he really, really overdoes it with the
perfume, in fact many of the witnesses on

the plane recalled the smell of perfume as
he walked back from the bathroom. .... He returns to his seat. He pulls a blanket up to his
chin and around his head and then he goes
into his pants where the bomb was hidden
and he depresses the plunger on the syringe,
which initiates the explosion. ...

I don’t know if you all do this, but when I
have a big, complicated case, I sometimes
will assign memory aids to witnesses, maybe
a quality about that witness; I’ll give them a
nickname Well,
we did that
in this case,
because we interviewed this
gentleman and
he told us that
when Abdulmutallab pulled that blanket up and initiated
the bomb, he turned to Abdulmutallab when
he saw the fire and he said, “Dude, your pants
are on fire.” ... It’s true. It’s true. So we called
him Dude. ...

“the most
fascinating case
I’ve ever been
involved in.”

So the passengers, they subdue Abdulmutallab, they extinguish the fire. ... [T]hey moved
him up to business class ... And he is seated
in a seat right across from a flight attendant
... And she said to him, “What did you have?”
And he ignored her at first, ... so she said,
“No, I said to you, what did you have?” And
he said, “Explosive device.” ... [W]e love this
piece of evidence because the federal statute

that we charged him with, the exact wording
in the statute is “explosive device.” ...
After the attack, Al-Qaeda released a video of
Abdulmutallab where Al-Qaeda took credit
for the attack. They talked about how the
bomb had defeated Western security, which
is a big selling point for them; they talked
about the defendant himself, kind of lionizing
him and encouraging others to be like him ...

And the legacy of this case I just want to
touch on briefly ... It’s much, much harder when the potential attacker is a lonely,
distraught, young man living in his parent’s
basement who has no previous contact with
law enforcement ... decides to pick up a gun,
or ... simply drives a vehicle into a busy university and steps out with a knife and starts
stabbing people. That is a much, much more
difficult problem for the FBI to handle. And
they’re in a situation where even one failure
is a failure for the FBI. ... Terrorists are in a
completely different position. They can fail
99 percent of the time, but if they just get one
it’s a success, and the bomb doesn’t even have
to fully function for them to have a success.
The FBI is just the opposite. So they have a
tremendously difficult job ahead of them.

Michael C. Martin has been an assistant U.S.
attorney in the Eastern district of Michigan since
2008. He’s assigned to the office’s National Security Unit, where he prosecutes terrorism, espionage, and other national security crimes. This
article is excerpted from his talk at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a
future issue of the ISOB Quarterly.

Cutting edge of fetal surgery, gene therapy
I’m really excited to talk about something that
I’m super passionate about and that’s treating
the unborn patient. … I want to tackle two
giant topics: One is in utero fetal surgery and
the other one is gene therapy. Widely divergent topics but two very important topics. I
want to hit on gene therapy because we have a
gene therapy lab. We’ve had a pretty significant breakthrough last year and I think that
gene therapy has the potential to not only cure
disease locally and regionally but nationally
Brad Feltis
and internationally, and gene therapy might
be one of the keys to rescuing the healthcare crisis that we have
worldwide. …

This family came to us, they actually came to us eight years ago
and they had a bad problem. They were happy that they were
pregnant with twins. .... They were very sad to find out that their
twins had something called Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome.
… they share a placenta. … In Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome, ... there becomes an imbalance in blood flow between the
two twins. One twin acts as the donor twin. He donates blood
volume to the recipient twin, and so this baby gets really big. His
gestational sac gets really big because he’s trying to get rid of that
volume by making urine. This baby goes into horrible kidney failure. This baby goes into horrible heart failure and left untreated,
95 percent of these babies die before 24 weeks. … These babies
have a bad, bad problem with very few options until about a de-
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cade ago when medical device technology and optics technology
had finally advanced to a point where we could start really doing
things inside the womb.

Operating with tiny cameras and tiny equipment is called fetoscopic surgery and so people have known for the last generation
that if you could figure out a way to disrupt those blood vessels,
to disrupt those communications between the babies, then you
could potentially treat the disease … We need to track the blood
vessels going from one baby to the other … Once we do that, we
introduce a 600 nanometer laser fiber. This is called a diode laser.
It fires under water and you cauterize or cook these blood vessels.
This is the tricky part of the case. You have to hold this probe
right next to the blood vessel without touching it because the
babies only have about half an ounce of circulating blood volume
and they can hemorrhage to death real quick if you rupture one
of those blood vessels. … We turn the placenta into essentially
two separate halves. Each of the babies has their own half of the
placenta and then the disease process reverses itself. … So these
are babies that wouldn’t have lived before and now you get the
best Christmas picture of all time...
So what is fetal surgery? So it’s a new field. … You can do an
open fetal surgery to expose some or all of the baby, do an operation on the baby, put the baby back in and have the pregnancy
continue. Up until a few years ago, the only indication for open
fetal surgery was for lethal problems because it’s a big deal …
continued on page 5

Thank you, Cindy

When the offices of the ISOB
moved from Ann Arbor,
Michigan, to Durham, North
Carolina, on John Reeds’
retirement, I reached out to
the most qualified person I
knew to handle our finances.
That person was Cindy
Henry, who had handled the
books of my former law firm.
For the past six years, Cindy
has been comptroller for
the society and foundation.
Her work has been perfect
— literally, perfect. Every

account has balanced to the
penny. And she has been a
wonderful colleague. We bid
Cindy goodbye as she moves
to the North Carolina coast
and thank her for her great
work.

Nicole Satterwhite will
be our new comptroller.
Please contact her with any
questions about finances,
billing or foundation
donations.
— Don Beskind

Mission stateMent

Membership in the International Society
of Barristers is extended to advocates
of exceptional talent whose qualities,
including integrity, honor and collegiality,
embody the spirit of the true professional.
Membership is by invitation only after
a rigorous screening process involving
lawyers and judges to identify trial lawyers
who meet its standards.
The society nurtures excellence and
professionalism in advocacy by its recognition of members’ achievements and
providing an opportunity for them, and
their spouses and guests, to meet and
find renewal of spirit in the company of
others who have traveled a similar road.
Its annual convention combines presen-

Submissions wanted

We want you. Or
ethics. Works that
more specifically,
have been previwe want what you
ously published
have written. If
are fine if the
you have aucopyright holder
thored something
consents and the
you think would
publication was
be suitable for
not such that our
our Quarterly,
members would
please submit it
have already seen
for consideration.
the work.
Past publications
have included fellows’
Send your submissions to
prose and poetry on topics Don Beskind at beskind@
from baseball to legal
law.duke.edu

tations, extraordinary in their quality and
diversity, that include topics drawn from
the arts, politics, science and other areas
of interest to lawyers and nonlawyers
alike with a broad range of social and
recreational activities. Barristers have no
rank or privilege among them and gather
annually to renew old friendships and to
make new ones. The society publishes a
quarterly journal of topics covered at the
meeting and otherwise of interest to its
members.
Through the ISOB, the society supports
the work of other organizations whose
endeavors are consistent with the society’s support of excellence and advocacy
under the adversarial system.

Fetal surgery, gene therapy
continued from page 4

[O]pen fetal surgery really hit a milestone
a few years ago when this randomized trial
was performed and this is for a repair of
myelomeningocele also called spina bifida.
… We make an incision in the uterus to
expose the baby and then we do an operation on the baby. … We don’t want to bring
the baby out of the uterus for this. We want
to manipulate the baby as little as possible.
We want to float the baby up to where we
make our incision in the uterus and then we
want to fix the baby and then tuck the baby
back in. … We haven’t cured the disease
but we’ve dramatically reduced the effects
of the disease and that’s what our goal is
for these surgeries. …
Our research focus is ex vivo gene therapy.
... Within a few years, we’re going to do
in utero gene therapy. We will be able to
give genes to the developing babies that

they’re missing and ultimately we want to
do gene correction…with the new technology .... [y]ou can specifically target exactly
where in the genome you’re missing a gene
and you can put it back. We have a lot of
single gene disorders ... like sickle cell
anemia, cystic fibrosis... If you can put the
defective gene back where it belongs, you
can cure a disease. We can do this in the
laboratory and we’re very, very close to
doing it in humans. … I think the potential
of gene therapy for the human population
is tremendous in both reducing disease but
really taking a lot of the heavy burden off
of the healthcare system.

Brad A. Feltis, M.D., PhD., is one of the world’s
few pediatric surgeons specializing in diagnosing
and treating anomalies in developing babies still
in the womb. This article is excerpted from his remarks at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a future issue of the ISOB
Quarterly.

Nominations

The rhythm of life for the ISOB is
the retirement of older fellows and
the nominations of new ones. If
you are interested in submitting
a nomination, log into the ISOB
website and click on the “Nominate”
tab and select the sub-tab of “How
to Nominate.”
If you have questions, contact Don
Beskind at beskind@law.duke.edu
or (919) 612-3955.
All qualified candidates will be
considered but we are particularly
interested in receiving nominations
of younger, female and more
diverse candidates.

President’s letter
continued from page 1

relationship with the English bar.
Third, be on the lookout for competent,
experienced trial lawyers to nominate to
join ISOB. Contact your state chair or Don
Beskind, our administrative secretary.
Lastly, I want to remind our fellows of the
great work our foundation is doing. Last
year the foundation awarded grants to
organizations who support ISOB’s mission
of encouraging advocacy in the adversary
system and retention of trial by jury.
I look forward to seeing many of you in
London. In the meantime, please send
your ideas, suggestions and nominations
for new fellows.
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Cancún, Mexico
2017

Annual Meeting

Larry Rogers Jr. and family with Tom Rhodes, right

Left to right: John and Jennifer Uustal and Mike Prangle

Dan and Sharon Baradat

Left to right: Scott Costantino, Gisela and Tad Griffin
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Fellows, guests enjoy Yucatán hospitality

Barristers, spouses, family, and guests gathered in March
at the Ritz-Carlton in Cancún for the 2017 Annual Meeting
planned to perfection by Dan and Sharon Baradat. More
than six days with perfect weather – for which the Baradats take full credit – we inducted 24 new fellows, including one who joined us from New Zealand; had meetings
of the society’s board of governors, the foundation’s board
of governors, and state chairs; heard from nine speakers;
enjoyed the company of other fellows and guests at dinners with live music; and partook of the wonderful activities available in this magnificent part of Mexico.

Speakers were selected by Tom and Maria Cranmer. Four
covered legal topics of general interest. Justice Bridget M.
McCormack from the Michigan Supreme Court gave the
inaugural John Reed professionalism lecture on the work
being done to eliminate junk science in criminal cases.
Rob Cary, who represented the late Sen. Ted Stevens,
spoke about Stevens’ wrongful conviction. Michael Martin
spoke about his role in prosecuting the “underwear bomber.” And Jess Bravin, from The Wall Street Journal, shared
his reporting on the Guantanamo terror courts. Other
speakers ran a fascinating gamut. At one ethereal extreme was famed chef, Jimmy Schmidt of the Rattlesnake

Grill, speaking on the intersection of natural nutrition and flavor.
While at the other extreme, Peter Morey enlightened us about
NASA’s upcoming James Webb space telescope. In between, Karl
Taube told tales of recent excavations at Chichen Itza. Dr. Brad
Feltis updated us on developments in fetal surgery and gene treatments, and the ever-popular Will Durst hit new heights of political
satire with the “The New Abnormal.”
Activities included a trip to the Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza, an
underground cave tour of the Río Secreto and a water jungle safari
as well as deep-sea fishing, sailing, snorkeling, cooking classes
and golf at several local courses. A big barristers thank you to Dan,
Sharon, Tom and Maria for making it a special week.

Top right: John Reed, our resident party animal
Above: Dancing to Liquid Blue
Left: Welcome reception and dinner, South Pool and Courtyard
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London calling

Save the date for the next annual meeting

April 15-19, 2018
Join us for our
first overseas
meeting, in London,
England. Fellows
will be staying at
The Dorchester
in the Mayfair
area near Hyde
Park. Outstanding
speakers, food and
entertainment
await. We will see
you there!

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE

Letter from president
future meetings
prosecuting the underwear bomber
treating the unborn patient
2017 inductees
we remember
news of note
update from cancún board meeting

If you need anything from the Barristers, contact:

Prof. Donald H. Beskind
(919) 613-7085
beskind@law.duke.edu

Send dues payment and foundation donations to:

International Society of Barristers
Post Office Box 21320
Durham, NC 27703
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Boston MA 02109-4002
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The Newsletter of the International Society of Barristers

Executive committee
President

Judy Barrasso
Louisiana

First Vice-President
Harry H. Schneider Jr.
Washington

Second Vice-President
Thomas W. Cranmer
Michigan

Secretary Treasurer
J. Kenneth McEwan
British Columbia

Immediate Past President
Daniel R. Baradat
California

Board of Governors
Peter Brodhead
Ohio

Steve Bruckner
Nebraska

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

Maxon Davis
Montana

James P. Frickleton
Kansas

Kevin Krist
Texas

Stephen H. Kupperman
Louisiana

Kathleen Lang
Michigan

Bruce A. Montoya
Colorado

Summer greetings from The Big Easy
Greetings from New Orleans
where our sultry summer
is in full swing. I hope you
enjoy reading The Crier,
the International Society of
Barristers’ new publication.
We are very excited about its
launch. Through The Crier,
we hope to keep our members
up to date about meetings
and activities. The Crier also
provides a means to more often
communicate with our fellows.

We will be hosted by the
fabulous Dorchester Hotel, in
As with any new publication, the Mayfair area across from
Hyde Park. The Dorchester
we expect to tweak it going
boasts newly renovated
forward and welcome your
feedback to help us publish a rooms, and its flower-filled
Promenade, common areas and
user-friendly product.
ballrooms are quintessential
I am excited and humbled to be London.
the president of this awesome
organization. As I look back at Ken and Jackie McEwan have
been working hard to secure
the list of my predecessors, I
know I have huge shoes to fill. outstanding speakers on a range
But, I am working to do that. of topics. And, importantly,
we are having two parties at
A principle goal for this year the Dorchester, with great
is to emphasize the “internaentertainment, music, dancing,
tional” in the International
scrumptious food, and ample
Society of Barristers. So, we
drinks.

Future meetings

Kathleen Flynn Peterson
Minnesota

2017 Board of Governors
Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton

David D. Powell, Jr.

October 4-7, 2017

Ray Persons
Georgia

Colorado

LeAnn Sanders
Nevada

Stephen Wade
Maine

Christopher Wesierski
California

Staff
Administrative
Secretary & Editor
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

Administrative Secretary &
Editor Emeritus
John W. Reed
Michigan

are making
our inaugural
trip to another
continent
and going
to London
for our
next annual
meeting, set
Judy Barrasso
for April 15-19,
2018. Mark your calendars!

New Orleans, Louisiana

2018 Annual Meeting
The Dorchester
London, England

April 15-19, 2018
2019 Annual Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton,
Dove Mountain
Tuscon, Arizona

March 24-30, 2019

N e ws

Beyond the Dorchester,
London offers fantastic sites,
including the Middle Temple
Inn of Court, the Imperial
War Museum, Tate Modern
Art Museum and the West
End theatres. We will host
an off-site dinner at Gibson
Hall, a magnificent former
banking hall in the heart of
the original city, and there
will be a free night to plan
your own adventures. For
those seeking further activities
with our fellows, an after
trip to St Andrews, Scotland,
is available. Be looking to
register in early September.

Another ISOB goal is to
have a more internationally
diverse membership. At our
annual meeting in Cancún in
March, the board approved
the nominations of several
candidates from the London
area. We hope that the newly
selected fellows will be
inducted at the London meeting
and will mark a renewal of our
continued on page 5
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The International Society of
Barristers has created an
annual lectureship to honor
John W. Reed, Thomas M.
Cooley Professor of Law
Emeritus at the University
of Michigan Law School
and retired Wayne State
University Law School
dean. On March 24, Michigan State Supreme Court
Justice Bridget McCormack
delivered the inaugural
John Reed Lecture at the
ISOB’s 2017 meeting.
Titled “The Forensic Science Frontier: It’s up to the
Lawyers,” the lecture drew

on McCormack’s extensive
involvement with studies
of the validity of forensic
evidence. Reed became
an academic fellow of the
society in 1978 and served
as administrative secretary
and editor of its journal,
Quarterly, from 1979 to
2010. For the last 20 years
of his tenure in the society,
Professor Reed gave the
concluding speech at each
annual convention, urging
the fellows on to a sense of
high purpose.
— State Bar of Michigan
more news on page 2
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Who knew? Getting to know the 2017 inductees

Front row, left to right: Sherry
Knutson (Illinois); Tom Rhodes
(Texas); Angelo Patacca (Florida);
Leslie Packer (North Carolina);
Larry Rogers Jr. (Illinois); Todd
Gardner (Washington); Pam Andrews
(Washington)
Middle row, left to right: Jim
Swanson (Louisiana); Chris
Messerly (Minnesota); Emile Banks
(Wisconsin); Buck Cire (Texas);
Robert David (Louisiana); Minor
Pipes (Louisiana); Dinyar Marzban
(British Columbia); Peter Schmit
(Minnesota)
Back row, left to right: Mike
Prangle (Illinois); Ryan Langley
(South Carolina); Steven Maher
(Florida); Scott McLaren (Florida);
Brandon Thompson (Minnesota);
Colin Carruthers (New Zealand);
Bob Cooper (British Columbia); John
Uustal (Florida); Tad Griffin (Florida)

Pam Andrews: Over the past 31 years, my
husband Tad and I have adopted 10 rescue
dogs: one deaf; one so timid she would not
walk; one who had lost her hair from anxiety over her prior living conditions; three
with cancer; all with endless personality.

Ryan Langley: I am passionate about
really good food and wild game, which
motivates a love for hunting, vegetable
gardening and cooking.

Peter Schmit: I grew up on a small dairy
farm in Northern Minnestsoa, where, as
the youngest of eight kids, had the daily
task of helping milk cows at 6am and 6pm
Monday through Sunday. Law is easy
compared to that.

Steven Maher: I enjoy golf, traveling
with my wife, Wendy, reading, listening to
Brandon Thompson: I love the mountains
Emile Banks: I am the first assistant pastor music and cycling.
(despite the lack of them in Minnesota),
of a mega church, Christian Faith Fellowand have been to the highest point of each
ship Church, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Dinyar Marzban: My interests are road
of the 50 states.
cycling, sculling and trap shooting.
Colin Carruthers: I run a vineyard and
winery located just outside Martinborough, Scott McLaren: I enjoy bird hunting, fish- John Uustal: I like the beach in Fort
Lauderdale, the St. Lawrence River, and
New Zealand, producing primarily Pinot
ing and skiing and would enjoy golf, but
anywhere in Italy.
Noir, but also Pinot Gris, Chardonnay,
for the part about keeping score.
Chenin Blanc, Syrah and Viognier, marketed under the label “Te Muna Valley.”
Chris Messerly: I am married to my high
school sweetheart, Joanne, and I am an
George Cire: I am an avid outdoorsman
Ironman triathlete and hockey player, and I
ews of Note
— fishing, hunting, surfing — and I make restore old cars.
continued from page 1
custom fishing rods.
On April 12, John Hunter Q.C., a
Leslie Packer: Now that we are empty
fellow since 2006, was appointed
Robert Cooper: I like to do anything out- nesters, my husband and I enjoy going on
directly to the Court of Appeal of
doors in the mountains of British Colum- long walks with our dog, and I am conBritish Columbia. Called to the bars
bia.
stantly challenged to come up with new
of British Columbia, the Yukon and
recipes to use the vegetables and herbs we
Ontario, Justice Hunter regularly
Todd Gardner: I enjoy skiing, playing
grow in our garden.
appeared before the Supreme Court
golf, being out on the water and doing just
of Canada, including his noted apabout anything with Polly, our boys and
Angelo Patacca: I enjoy long-distance
pointment as an amicus curiae in the
other family and friends.
motorcycle adventures, Brazilian jiu jitsu,
2014 Senate Reform Reference. His
and helping coach my sons’ high school
recent trial work included Henry v.
David Glover: I am a proud father of
lacrosse teams.
British Columbia (Attorney General)
6-year-old Olivia and 3-year-old Lilly and
in which he represented the provthe prouder husband of Theresa; we enjoy H. Minor Pipes III: I travel, read and play
ince of British Columbia in a claim
hiking, biking, floating rivers, swimming
tennis — chasing my three sons through
brought by a plaintiff arising out of his
and being with each other and with friends. most of them.
wrongful conviction and incarceration
for 27 years. Hunter taught National
Tad Griffin: In the summers, our family
J. Thomas Rhodes III: I really enjoy fishJudicial Institute programs on judicial
ing and bird hunting.
golfs and hikes together in Colorado.
decision-making and judicial ethics.
He served as president of the Law
Society of British Columbia and of
Sherry Knutson: I spend as much time as Larry Rogers Jr.: In my free time, I enjoy
the Federation of Law Societies of
being a volleyball dad, driving instructor,
I can at our log cabin in Indiana, where I
Canada.
enjoy outdoor activities: from bird-watch- horseback riding partner, and legal debater
— Submitted by Ken McEwan
ing to foraging to making apple cider on an with my four children.
old-fashioned press.
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The ISOB Foundation
From Joe Daly, president of the
foundation:

This year we made $50,000 in
grants of $10,000 each to five organizations: the National Institute for
Trial Advocacy (NITA) to fund the
International Society of Barristers
Spangenberg/Liber Scholarships to
NITA trial skills training programs;
the Center for Death Penalty Litigation to fund training for post-conviction death penalty lawyers; the
Innocence Network to fund training
at their annual meeting; and to
the Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC) in support of the Southeast
Immigrant Freedom Initiative (SIFI).
We are continually looking for new
organizations to support. If you
know of one whose work is consistent with the purposes set out in
our articles of incorporation, please
suggest their name to me.

Foundation
Executive
Committee

and professional representation, we
endeavor to win every meritorious
case brought on behalf of immigrants detained in the southeastern
United States — and to the extent
possible bonded or paroled immigrants who had been detained — as
a result of recent and anticipated
immigration enforcement.”

Thank you again for your support of
this important work. As you consider your charitable giving, please
include the foundation so that it
can not only continue its work, but
support even more worthy organizations advancing ISOB’s goals and
principles. You can easily donate in
honor of or in memory of colleagues
or friends as a way of acknowledging them and supporting the foundation’s work.

President

Joseph S. Daly
Nebraska

Vice President
Rebecca S. Thiem
North Dakota

Secretary/Treasurer
David S. Maring
North Dakota

Board of Governors
Robert Frazer Clark
Georgia

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

James K. Dorsett III
North Carolina

Robert M. Dowd
California

There are two ways to donate. You
can donate by credit card through
the website on the foundation’s page
Grantees value our work. A good
or you can send a check to the Interexample: “We deeply appreciate this national Society of Barristers Founspecial contribution for the Southdation at P.O. Box 21320, Durham,
east Immigrant Freedom Initiative
North Carolina 27703.
(SIFI),” said SPLC’s president, Richard Cohen.
Donations, of course, are fully tax
deductible and will be acknowlMr. Cohen, a former speaker at an
edged to you and to appropriate
annual meeting added, “Our attorothers, if made in honor of or in
neys are working with pro-bono
memory of someone.
counsel to ensure that every immigrant swept up in a raid in the
Thank for the honor and privilege to
Southeast has legal counsel. By
serve as your president of this great
providing aggressive, high-quality,
foundation.
Nöel Ferris

Dec. 21, 1948 - May 21, 2017
Nöel, of Sacramento, California, met her
husband, Parker, also an ISOB fellow, while
in law school. She was president of the
International Academy of Trial lawyers, a
consumate advocate and committed to the
prevention of human trafficking.

We remember
Bradford M. “Buck” Gearinger
Nov. 17, 1940 - May 30, 2017

Buck, of Akron, Ohio, was a major in the Marine
Corps and won the Akron Bar Association’s Professionalism Award during his years of practice.
His wife, Paula, survives him.

James J. Ormiston
Texas

Lance Sears
Colorado

William R. Sieben
Minnesota

William B. Smith
California

Timothy S. Trecek
Wisconsin

Staff
executive secretary
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

William T. Robinson III
Dec. 6, 1945 - May 9, 2017

Bill, of Lexington, Kentucky, was the
135th President of the American Bar
Association and is survived by his wife,
Joan, and his extended family.

Please contact the society at beskind@law.duke.edu if you know of a fellow who has passed away.
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Prosecuting the infamous underwear bomber case
Let me tell you about Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, who came in on Christmas Day
to Detroit on a plane with a bomb. He was
sent by Al-Qaeda to destroy the aircraft. He
failed, was arrested when he landed, and that
touched off a massive federal investigation ...
It was the largest investigation I’ve ever been
involved in. And certainly the most fascinating case I’ve ever been involved in.

... often times I hear people say to me in
talking about terrorism that their perception
of a suicide bomber is somebody who is not
well-educated, poor, and doesn’t really know
what they’re doing, maybe was brainwashed
into doing it. That type of description certainly does not fit Abdulmutallab, and I think it
really doesn’t fit many of the suicide bombers
... Mr. Abdulmutallab was from one of the
wealthiest families in Nigeria. ... He was also
highly educated. ...
And the mission that Al-Qaeda developed
was that Abdulmutallab would destroy a U.S.
airliner. That was the key; it had to be a U.S.
airliner, and it had to be over American soil.
Every other detail was left to him. ...

Abdulmutallab is on the plane and he goes
to the bathroom where he stays for about 20
minutes. And what he does in the bathroom
is he engages in a cleansing. He puts perfume
on himself ... he’s preparing to go to heaven.
So and he really, really overdoes it with the
perfume, in fact many of the witnesses on

the plane recalled the smell of perfume as
he walked back from the bathroom. .... He returns to his seat. He pulls a blanket up to his
chin and around his head and then he goes
into his pants where the bomb was hidden
and he depresses the plunger on the syringe,
which initiates the explosion. ...

I don’t know if you all do this, but when I
have a big, complicated case, I sometimes
will assign memory aids to witnesses, maybe
a quality about that witness; I’ll give them a
nickname Well,
we did that
in this case,
because we interviewed this
gentleman and
he told us that
when Abdulmutallab pulled that blanket up and initiated
the bomb, he turned to Abdulmutallab when
he saw the fire and he said, “Dude, your pants
are on fire.” ... It’s true. It’s true. So we called
him Dude. ...

“the most
fascinating case
I’ve ever been
involved in.”

So the passengers, they subdue Abdulmutallab, they extinguish the fire. ... [T]hey moved
him up to business class ... And he is seated
in a seat right across from a flight attendant
... And she said to him, “What did you have?”
And he ignored her at first, ... so she said,
“No, I said to you, what did you have?” And
he said, “Explosive device.” ... [W]e love this
piece of evidence because the federal statute

that we charged him with, the exact wording
in the statute is “explosive device.” ...
After the attack, Al-Qaeda released a video of
Abdulmutallab where Al-Qaeda took credit
for the attack. They talked about how the
bomb had defeated Western security, which
is a big selling point for them; they talked
about the defendant himself, kind of lionizing
him and encouraging others to be like him ...

And the legacy of this case I just want to
touch on briefly ... It’s much, much harder when the potential attacker is a lonely,
distraught, young man living in his parent’s
basement who has no previous contact with
law enforcement ... decides to pick up a gun,
or ... simply drives a vehicle into a busy university and steps out with a knife and starts
stabbing people. That is a much, much more
difficult problem for the FBI to handle. And
they’re in a situation where even one failure
is a failure for the FBI. ... Terrorists are in a
completely different position. They can fail
99 percent of the time, but if they just get one
it’s a success, and the bomb doesn’t even have
to fully function for them to have a success.
The FBI is just the opposite. So they have a
tremendously difficult job ahead of them.

Michael C. Martin has been an assistant U.S.
attorney in the Eastern district of Michigan since
2008. He’s assigned to the office’s National Security Unit, where he prosecutes terrorism, espionage, and other national security crimes. This
article is excerpted from his talk at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a
future issue of the ISOB Quarterly.

Cutting edge of fetal surgery, gene therapy
I’m really excited to talk about something that
I’m super passionate about and that’s treating
the unborn patient. … I want to tackle two
giant topics: One is in utero fetal surgery and
the other one is gene therapy. Widely divergent topics but two very important topics. I
want to hit on gene therapy because we have a
gene therapy lab. We’ve had a pretty significant breakthrough last year and I think that
gene therapy has the potential to not only cure
disease locally and regionally but nationally
Brad Feltis
and internationally, and gene therapy might
be one of the keys to rescuing the healthcare crisis that we have
worldwide. …

This family came to us, they actually came to us eight years ago
and they had a bad problem. They were happy that they were
pregnant with twins. .... They were very sad to find out that their
twins had something called Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome.
… they share a placenta. … In Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome, ... there becomes an imbalance in blood flow between the
two twins. One twin acts as the donor twin. He donates blood
volume to the recipient twin, and so this baby gets really big. His
gestational sac gets really big because he’s trying to get rid of that
volume by making urine. This baby goes into horrible kidney failure. This baby goes into horrible heart failure and left untreated,
95 percent of these babies die before 24 weeks. … These babies
have a bad, bad problem with very few options until about a de-
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cade ago when medical device technology and optics technology
had finally advanced to a point where we could start really doing
things inside the womb.

Operating with tiny cameras and tiny equipment is called fetoscopic surgery and so people have known for the last generation
that if you could figure out a way to disrupt those blood vessels,
to disrupt those communications between the babies, then you
could potentially treat the disease … We need to track the blood
vessels going from one baby to the other … Once we do that, we
introduce a 600 nanometer laser fiber. This is called a diode laser.
It fires under water and you cauterize or cook these blood vessels.
This is the tricky part of the case. You have to hold this probe
right next to the blood vessel without touching it because the
babies only have about half an ounce of circulating blood volume
and they can hemorrhage to death real quick if you rupture one
of those blood vessels. … We turn the placenta into essentially
two separate halves. Each of the babies has their own half of the
placenta and then the disease process reverses itself. … So these
are babies that wouldn’t have lived before and now you get the
best Christmas picture of all time...
So what is fetal surgery? So it’s a new field. … You can do an
open fetal surgery to expose some or all of the baby, do an operation on the baby, put the baby back in and have the pregnancy
continue. Up until a few years ago, the only indication for open
fetal surgery was for lethal problems because it’s a big deal …
continued on page 5

Thank you, Cindy

When the offices of the ISOB
moved from Ann Arbor,
Michigan, to Durham, North
Carolina, on John Reeds’
retirement, I reached out to
the most qualified person I
knew to handle our finances.
That person was Cindy
Henry, who had handled the
books of my former law firm.
For the past six years, Cindy
has been comptroller for
the society and foundation.
Her work has been perfect
— literally, perfect. Every

account has balanced to the
penny. And she has been a
wonderful colleague. We bid
Cindy goodbye as she moves
to the North Carolina coast
and thank her for her great
work.

Nicole Satterwhite will
be our new comptroller.
Please contact her with any
questions about finances,
billing or foundation
donations.
— Don Beskind

Mission stateMent

Membership in the International Society
of Barristers is extended to advocates
of exceptional talent whose qualities,
including integrity, honor and collegiality,
embody the spirit of the true professional.
Membership is by invitation only after
a rigorous screening process involving
lawyers and judges to identify trial lawyers
who meet its standards.
The society nurtures excellence and
professionalism in advocacy by its recognition of members’ achievements and
providing an opportunity for them, and
their spouses and guests, to meet and
find renewal of spirit in the company of
others who have traveled a similar road.
Its annual convention combines presen-

Submissions wanted

We want you. Or
ethics. Works that
more specifically,
have been previwe want what you
ously published
have written. If
are fine if the
you have aucopyright holder
thored something
consents and the
you think would
publication was
be suitable for
not such that our
our Quarterly,
members would
please submit it
have already seen
for consideration.
the work.
Past publications
have included fellows’
Send your submissions to
prose and poetry on topics Don Beskind at beskind@
from baseball to legal
law.duke.edu

tations, extraordinary in their quality and
diversity, that include topics drawn from
the arts, politics, science and other areas
of interest to lawyers and nonlawyers
alike with a broad range of social and
recreational activities. Barristers have no
rank or privilege among them and gather
annually to renew old friendships and to
make new ones. The society publishes a
quarterly journal of topics covered at the
meeting and otherwise of interest to its
members.
Through the ISOB, the society supports
the work of other organizations whose
endeavors are consistent with the society’s support of excellence and advocacy
under the adversarial system.

Fetal surgery, gene therapy
continued from page 4

[O]pen fetal surgery really hit a milestone
a few years ago when this randomized trial
was performed and this is for a repair of
myelomeningocele also called spina bifida.
… We make an incision in the uterus to
expose the baby and then we do an operation on the baby. … We don’t want to bring
the baby out of the uterus for this. We want
to manipulate the baby as little as possible.
We want to float the baby up to where we
make our incision in the uterus and then we
want to fix the baby and then tuck the baby
back in. … We haven’t cured the disease
but we’ve dramatically reduced the effects
of the disease and that’s what our goal is
for these surgeries. …
Our research focus is ex vivo gene therapy.
... Within a few years, we’re going to do
in utero gene therapy. We will be able to
give genes to the developing babies that

they’re missing and ultimately we want to
do gene correction…with the new technology .... [y]ou can specifically target exactly
where in the genome you’re missing a gene
and you can put it back. We have a lot of
single gene disorders ... like sickle cell
anemia, cystic fibrosis... If you can put the
defective gene back where it belongs, you
can cure a disease. We can do this in the
laboratory and we’re very, very close to
doing it in humans. … I think the potential
of gene therapy for the human population
is tremendous in both reducing disease but
really taking a lot of the heavy burden off
of the healthcare system.

Brad A. Feltis, M.D., PhD., is one of the world’s
few pediatric surgeons specializing in diagnosing
and treating anomalies in developing babies still
in the womb. This article is excerpted from his remarks at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a future issue of the ISOB
Quarterly.

Nominations

The rhythm of life for the ISOB is
the retirement of older fellows and
the nominations of new ones. If
you are interested in submitting
a nomination, log into the ISOB
website and click on the “Nominate”
tab and select the sub-tab of “How
to Nominate.”
If you have questions, contact Don
Beskind at beskind@law.duke.edu
or (919) 612-3955.
All qualified candidates will be
considered but we are particularly
interested in receiving nominations
of younger, female and more
diverse candidates.

President’s letter
continued from page 1

relationship with the English bar.
Third, be on the lookout for competent,
experienced trial lawyers to nominate to
join ISOB. Contact your state chair or Don
Beskind, our administrative secretary.
Lastly, I want to remind our fellows of the
great work our foundation is doing. Last
year the foundation awarded grants to
organizations who support ISOB’s mission
of encouraging advocacy in the adversary
system and retention of trial by jury.
I look forward to seeing many of you in
London. In the meantime, please send
your ideas, suggestions and nominations
for new fellows.
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Cancún, Mexico
2017

Annual Meeting

Larry Rogers Jr. and family with Tom Rhodes, right

Left to right: John and Jennifer Uustal and Mike Prangle

Dan and Sharon Baradat

Left to right: Scott Costantino, Gisela and Tad Griffin
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Fellows, guests enjoy Yucatán hospitality

Barristers, spouses, family, and guests gathered in March
at the Ritz-Carlton in Cancún for the 2017 Annual Meeting
planned to perfection by Dan and Sharon Baradat. More
than six days with perfect weather – for which the Baradats take full credit – we inducted 24 new fellows, including one who joined us from New Zealand; had meetings
of the society’s board of governors, the foundation’s board
of governors, and state chairs; heard from nine speakers;
enjoyed the company of other fellows and guests at dinners with live music; and partook of the wonderful activities available in this magnificent part of Mexico.

Speakers were selected by Tom and Maria Cranmer. Four
covered legal topics of general interest. Justice Bridget M.
McCormack from the Michigan Supreme Court gave the
inaugural John Reed professionalism lecture on the work
being done to eliminate junk science in criminal cases.
Rob Cary, who represented the late Sen. Ted Stevens,
spoke about Stevens’ wrongful conviction. Michael Martin
spoke about his role in prosecuting the “underwear bomber.” And Jess Bravin, from The Wall Street Journal, shared
his reporting on the Guantanamo terror courts. Other
speakers ran a fascinating gamut. At one ethereal extreme was famed chef, Jimmy Schmidt of the Rattlesnake

Grill, speaking on the intersection of natural nutrition and flavor.
While at the other extreme, Peter Morey enlightened us about
NASA’s upcoming James Webb space telescope. In between, Karl
Taube told tales of recent excavations at Chichen Itza. Dr. Brad
Feltis updated us on developments in fetal surgery and gene treatments, and the ever-popular Will Durst hit new heights of political
satire with the “The New Abnormal.”
Activities included a trip to the Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza, an
underground cave tour of the Río Secreto and a water jungle safari
as well as deep-sea fishing, sailing, snorkeling, cooking classes
and golf at several local courses. A big barristers thank you to Dan,
Sharon, Tom and Maria for making it a special week.

Top right: John Reed, our resident party animal
Above: Dancing to Liquid Blue
Left: Welcome reception and dinner, South Pool and Courtyard
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London calling

Save the date for the next annual meeting

April 15-19, 2018
Join us for our
first overseas
meeting, in London,
England. Fellows
will be staying at
The Dorchester
in the Mayfair
area near Hyde
Park. Outstanding
speakers, food and
entertainment
await. We will see
you there!

INSIDE
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Letter from president
future meetings
prosecuting the underwear bomber
treating the unborn patient
2017 inductees
we remember
news of note
update from cancún board meeting

If you need anything from the Barristers, contact:

Prof. Donald H. Beskind
(919) 613-7085
beskind@law.duke.edu
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International Society of Barristers
Post Office Box 21320
Durham, NC 27703
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The Newsletter of the International Society of Barristers

Executive committee
President

Judy Barrasso
Louisiana

First Vice-President
Harry H. Schneider Jr.
Washington

Second Vice-President
Thomas W. Cranmer
Michigan

Secretary Treasurer
J. Kenneth McEwan
British Columbia

Immediate Past President
Daniel R. Baradat
California

Board of Governors
Peter Brodhead
Ohio

Steve Bruckner
Nebraska

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

Maxon Davis
Montana

James P. Frickleton
Kansas

Kevin Krist
Texas

Stephen H. Kupperman
Louisiana

Kathleen Lang
Michigan

Bruce A. Montoya
Colorado

Summer greetings from The Big Easy
Greetings from New Orleans
where our sultry summer
is in full swing. I hope you
enjoy reading The Crier,
the International Society of
Barristers’ new publication.
We are very excited about its
launch. Through The Crier,
we hope to keep our members
up to date about meetings
and activities. The Crier also
provides a means to more often
communicate with our fellows.

We will be hosted by the
fabulous Dorchester Hotel, in
As with any new publication, the Mayfair area across from
Hyde Park. The Dorchester
we expect to tweak it going
boasts newly renovated
forward and welcome your
feedback to help us publish a rooms, and its flower-filled
Promenade, common areas and
user-friendly product.
ballrooms are quintessential
I am excited and humbled to be London.
the president of this awesome
organization. As I look back at Ken and Jackie McEwan have
been working hard to secure
the list of my predecessors, I
know I have huge shoes to fill. outstanding speakers on a range
But, I am working to do that. of topics. And, importantly,
we are having two parties at
A principle goal for this year the Dorchester, with great
is to emphasize the “internaentertainment, music, dancing,
tional” in the International
scrumptious food, and ample
Society of Barristers. So, we
drinks.

Future meetings

Kathleen Flynn Peterson
Minnesota

2017 Board of Governors
Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton

David D. Powell, Jr.

October 4-7, 2017

Ray Persons
Georgia

Colorado

LeAnn Sanders
Nevada

Stephen Wade
Maine

Christopher Wesierski
California

Staff
Administrative
Secretary & Editor
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

Administrative Secretary &
Editor Emeritus
John W. Reed
Michigan

are making
our inaugural
trip to another
continent
and going
to London
for our
next annual
meeting, set
Judy Barrasso
for April 15-19,
2018. Mark your calendars!

New Orleans, Louisiana

2018 Annual Meeting
The Dorchester
London, England

April 15-19, 2018
2019 Annual Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton,
Dove Mountain
Tuscon, Arizona

March 24-30, 2019

N e ws

Beyond the Dorchester,
London offers fantastic sites,
including the Middle Temple
Inn of Court, the Imperial
War Museum, Tate Modern
Art Museum and the West
End theatres. We will host
an off-site dinner at Gibson
Hall, a magnificent former
banking hall in the heart of
the original city, and there
will be a free night to plan
your own adventures. For
those seeking further activities
with our fellows, an after
trip to St Andrews, Scotland,
is available. Be looking to
register in early September.

Another ISOB goal is to
have a more internationally
diverse membership. At our
annual meeting in Cancún in
March, the board approved
the nominations of several
candidates from the London
area. We hope that the newly
selected fellows will be
inducted at the London meeting
and will mark a renewal of our
continued on page 5
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The International Society of
Barristers has created an
annual lectureship to honor
John W. Reed, Thomas M.
Cooley Professor of Law
Emeritus at the University
of Michigan Law School
and retired Wayne State
University Law School
dean. On March 24, Michigan State Supreme Court
Justice Bridget McCormack
delivered the inaugural
John Reed Lecture at the
ISOB’s 2017 meeting.
Titled “The Forensic Science Frontier: It’s up to the
Lawyers,” the lecture drew

on McCormack’s extensive
involvement with studies
of the validity of forensic
evidence. Reed became
an academic fellow of the
society in 1978 and served
as administrative secretary
and editor of its journal,
Quarterly, from 1979 to
2010. For the last 20 years
of his tenure in the society,
Professor Reed gave the
concluding speech at each
annual convention, urging
the fellows on to a sense of
high purpose.
— State Bar of Michigan
more news on page 2
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Who knew? Getting to know the 2017 inductees

Front row, left to right: Sherry
Knutson (Illinois); Tom Rhodes
(Texas); Angelo Patacca (Florida);
Leslie Packer (North Carolina);
Larry Rogers Jr. (Illinois); Todd
Gardner (Washington); Pam Andrews
(Washington)
Middle row, left to right: Jim
Swanson (Louisiana); Chris
Messerly (Minnesota); Emile Banks
(Wisconsin); Buck Cire (Texas);
Robert David (Louisiana); Minor
Pipes (Louisiana); Dinyar Marzban
(British Columbia); Peter Schmit
(Minnesota)
Back row, left to right: Mike
Prangle (Illinois); Ryan Langley
(South Carolina); Steven Maher
(Florida); Scott McLaren (Florida);
Brandon Thompson (Minnesota);
Colin Carruthers (New Zealand);
Bob Cooper (British Columbia); John
Uustal (Florida); Tad Griffin (Florida)

Pam Andrews: Over the past 31 years, my
husband Tad and I have adopted 10 rescue
dogs: one deaf; one so timid she would not
walk; one who had lost her hair from anxiety over her prior living conditions; three
with cancer; all with endless personality.

Ryan Langley: I am passionate about
really good food and wild game, which
motivates a love for hunting, vegetable
gardening and cooking.

Peter Schmit: I grew up on a small dairy
farm in Northern Minnestsoa, where, as
the youngest of eight kids, had the daily
task of helping milk cows at 6am and 6pm
Monday through Sunday. Law is easy
compared to that.

Steven Maher: I enjoy golf, traveling
with my wife, Wendy, reading, listening to
Brandon Thompson: I love the mountains
Emile Banks: I am the first assistant pastor music and cycling.
(despite the lack of them in Minnesota),
of a mega church, Christian Faith Fellowand have been to the highest point of each
ship Church, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Dinyar Marzban: My interests are road
of the 50 states.
cycling, sculling and trap shooting.
Colin Carruthers: I run a vineyard and
winery located just outside Martinborough, Scott McLaren: I enjoy bird hunting, fish- John Uustal: I like the beach in Fort
Lauderdale, the St. Lawrence River, and
New Zealand, producing primarily Pinot
ing and skiing and would enjoy golf, but
anywhere in Italy.
Noir, but also Pinot Gris, Chardonnay,
for the part about keeping score.
Chenin Blanc, Syrah and Viognier, marketed under the label “Te Muna Valley.”
Chris Messerly: I am married to my high
school sweetheart, Joanne, and I am an
George Cire: I am an avid outdoorsman
Ironman triathlete and hockey player, and I
ews of Note
— fishing, hunting, surfing — and I make restore old cars.
continued from page 1
custom fishing rods.
On April 12, John Hunter Q.C., a
Leslie Packer: Now that we are empty
fellow since 2006, was appointed
Robert Cooper: I like to do anything out- nesters, my husband and I enjoy going on
directly to the Court of Appeal of
doors in the mountains of British Colum- long walks with our dog, and I am conBritish Columbia. Called to the bars
bia.
stantly challenged to come up with new
of British Columbia, the Yukon and
recipes to use the vegetables and herbs we
Ontario, Justice Hunter regularly
Todd Gardner: I enjoy skiing, playing
grow in our garden.
appeared before the Supreme Court
golf, being out on the water and doing just
of Canada, including his noted apabout anything with Polly, our boys and
Angelo Patacca: I enjoy long-distance
pointment as an amicus curiae in the
other family and friends.
motorcycle adventures, Brazilian jiu jitsu,
2014 Senate Reform Reference. His
and helping coach my sons’ high school
recent trial work included Henry v.
David Glover: I am a proud father of
lacrosse teams.
British Columbia (Attorney General)
6-year-old Olivia and 3-year-old Lilly and
in which he represented the provthe prouder husband of Theresa; we enjoy H. Minor Pipes III: I travel, read and play
ince of British Columbia in a claim
hiking, biking, floating rivers, swimming
tennis — chasing my three sons through
brought by a plaintiff arising out of his
and being with each other and with friends. most of them.
wrongful conviction and incarceration
for 27 years. Hunter taught National
Tad Griffin: In the summers, our family
J. Thomas Rhodes III: I really enjoy fishJudicial Institute programs on judicial
ing and bird hunting.
golfs and hikes together in Colorado.
decision-making and judicial ethics.
He served as president of the Law
Society of British Columbia and of
Sherry Knutson: I spend as much time as Larry Rogers Jr.: In my free time, I enjoy
the Federation of Law Societies of
being a volleyball dad, driving instructor,
I can at our log cabin in Indiana, where I
Canada.
enjoy outdoor activities: from bird-watch- horseback riding partner, and legal debater
— Submitted by Ken McEwan
ing to foraging to making apple cider on an with my four children.
old-fashioned press.

N

2

The ISOB Foundation
From Joe Daly, president of the
foundation:

This year we made $50,000 in
grants of $10,000 each to five organizations: the National Institute for
Trial Advocacy (NITA) to fund the
International Society of Barristers
Spangenberg/Liber Scholarships to
NITA trial skills training programs;
the Center for Death Penalty Litigation to fund training for post-conviction death penalty lawyers; the
Innocence Network to fund training
at their annual meeting; and to
the Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC) in support of the Southeast
Immigrant Freedom Initiative (SIFI).
We are continually looking for new
organizations to support. If you
know of one whose work is consistent with the purposes set out in
our articles of incorporation, please
suggest their name to me.

Foundation
Executive
Committee

and professional representation, we
endeavor to win every meritorious
case brought on behalf of immigrants detained in the southeastern
United States — and to the extent
possible bonded or paroled immigrants who had been detained — as
a result of recent and anticipated
immigration enforcement.”

Thank you again for your support of
this important work. As you consider your charitable giving, please
include the foundation so that it
can not only continue its work, but
support even more worthy organizations advancing ISOB’s goals and
principles. You can easily donate in
honor of or in memory of colleagues
or friends as a way of acknowledging them and supporting the foundation’s work.

President

Joseph S. Daly
Nebraska

Vice President
Rebecca S. Thiem
North Dakota

Secretary/Treasurer
David S. Maring
North Dakota

Board of Governors
Robert Frazer Clark
Georgia

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

James K. Dorsett III
North Carolina

Robert M. Dowd
California

There are two ways to donate. You
can donate by credit card through
the website on the foundation’s page
Grantees value our work. A good
or you can send a check to the Interexample: “We deeply appreciate this national Society of Barristers Founspecial contribution for the Southdation at P.O. Box 21320, Durham,
east Immigrant Freedom Initiative
North Carolina 27703.
(SIFI),” said SPLC’s president, Richard Cohen.
Donations, of course, are fully tax
deductible and will be acknowlMr. Cohen, a former speaker at an
edged to you and to appropriate
annual meeting added, “Our attorothers, if made in honor of or in
neys are working with pro-bono
memory of someone.
counsel to ensure that every immigrant swept up in a raid in the
Thank for the honor and privilege to
Southeast has legal counsel. By
serve as your president of this great
providing aggressive, high-quality,
foundation.
Nöel Ferris

Dec. 21, 1948 - May 21, 2017
Nöel, of Sacramento, California, met her
husband, Parker, also an ISOB fellow, while
in law school. She was president of the
International Academy of Trial lawyers, a
consumate advocate and committed to the
prevention of human trafficking.

We remember
Bradford M. “Buck” Gearinger
Nov. 17, 1940 - May 30, 2017

Buck, of Akron, Ohio, was a major in the Marine
Corps and won the Akron Bar Association’s Professionalism Award during his years of practice.
His wife, Paula, survives him.

James J. Ormiston
Texas

Lance Sears
Colorado

William R. Sieben
Minnesota

William B. Smith
California

Timothy S. Trecek
Wisconsin

Staff
executive secretary
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

William T. Robinson III
Dec. 6, 1945 - May 9, 2017

Bill, of Lexington, Kentucky, was the
135th President of the American Bar
Association and is survived by his wife,
Joan, and his extended family.

Please contact the society at beskind@law.duke.edu if you know of a fellow who has passed away.
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Prosecuting the infamous underwear bomber case
Let me tell you about Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, who came in on Christmas Day
to Detroit on a plane with a bomb. He was
sent by Al-Qaeda to destroy the aircraft. He
failed, was arrested when he landed, and that
touched off a massive federal investigation ...
It was the largest investigation I’ve ever been
involved in. And certainly the most fascinating case I’ve ever been involved in.

... often times I hear people say to me in
talking about terrorism that their perception
of a suicide bomber is somebody who is not
well-educated, poor, and doesn’t really know
what they’re doing, maybe was brainwashed
into doing it. That type of description certainly does not fit Abdulmutallab, and I think it
really doesn’t fit many of the suicide bombers
... Mr. Abdulmutallab was from one of the
wealthiest families in Nigeria. ... He was also
highly educated. ...
And the mission that Al-Qaeda developed
was that Abdulmutallab would destroy a U.S.
airliner. That was the key; it had to be a U.S.
airliner, and it had to be over American soil.
Every other detail was left to him. ...

Abdulmutallab is on the plane and he goes
to the bathroom where he stays for about 20
minutes. And what he does in the bathroom
is he engages in a cleansing. He puts perfume
on himself ... he’s preparing to go to heaven.
So and he really, really overdoes it with the
perfume, in fact many of the witnesses on

the plane recalled the smell of perfume as
he walked back from the bathroom. .... He returns to his seat. He pulls a blanket up to his
chin and around his head and then he goes
into his pants where the bomb was hidden
and he depresses the plunger on the syringe,
which initiates the explosion. ...

I don’t know if you all do this, but when I
have a big, complicated case, I sometimes
will assign memory aids to witnesses, maybe
a quality about that witness; I’ll give them a
nickname Well,
we did that
in this case,
because we interviewed this
gentleman and
he told us that
when Abdulmutallab pulled that blanket up and initiated
the bomb, he turned to Abdulmutallab when
he saw the fire and he said, “Dude, your pants
are on fire.” ... It’s true. It’s true. So we called
him Dude. ...

“the most
fascinating case
I’ve ever been
involved in.”

So the passengers, they subdue Abdulmutallab, they extinguish the fire. ... [T]hey moved
him up to business class ... And he is seated
in a seat right across from a flight attendant
... And she said to him, “What did you have?”
And he ignored her at first, ... so she said,
“No, I said to you, what did you have?” And
he said, “Explosive device.” ... [W]e love this
piece of evidence because the federal statute

that we charged him with, the exact wording
in the statute is “explosive device.” ...
After the attack, Al-Qaeda released a video of
Abdulmutallab where Al-Qaeda took credit
for the attack. They talked about how the
bomb had defeated Western security, which
is a big selling point for them; they talked
about the defendant himself, kind of lionizing
him and encouraging others to be like him ...

And the legacy of this case I just want to
touch on briefly ... It’s much, much harder when the potential attacker is a lonely,
distraught, young man living in his parent’s
basement who has no previous contact with
law enforcement ... decides to pick up a gun,
or ... simply drives a vehicle into a busy university and steps out with a knife and starts
stabbing people. That is a much, much more
difficult problem for the FBI to handle. And
they’re in a situation where even one failure
is a failure for the FBI. ... Terrorists are in a
completely different position. They can fail
99 percent of the time, but if they just get one
it’s a success, and the bomb doesn’t even have
to fully function for them to have a success.
The FBI is just the opposite. So they have a
tremendously difficult job ahead of them.

Michael C. Martin has been an assistant U.S.
attorney in the Eastern district of Michigan since
2008. He’s assigned to the office’s National Security Unit, where he prosecutes terrorism, espionage, and other national security crimes. This
article is excerpted from his talk at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a
future issue of the ISOB Quarterly.

Cutting edge of fetal surgery, gene therapy
I’m really excited to talk about something that
I’m super passionate about and that’s treating
the unborn patient. … I want to tackle two
giant topics: One is in utero fetal surgery and
the other one is gene therapy. Widely divergent topics but two very important topics. I
want to hit on gene therapy because we have a
gene therapy lab. We’ve had a pretty significant breakthrough last year and I think that
gene therapy has the potential to not only cure
disease locally and regionally but nationally
Brad Feltis
and internationally, and gene therapy might
be one of the keys to rescuing the healthcare crisis that we have
worldwide. …

This family came to us, they actually came to us eight years ago
and they had a bad problem. They were happy that they were
pregnant with twins. .... They were very sad to find out that their
twins had something called Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome.
… they share a placenta. … In Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome, ... there becomes an imbalance in blood flow between the
two twins. One twin acts as the donor twin. He donates blood
volume to the recipient twin, and so this baby gets really big. His
gestational sac gets really big because he’s trying to get rid of that
volume by making urine. This baby goes into horrible kidney failure. This baby goes into horrible heart failure and left untreated,
95 percent of these babies die before 24 weeks. … These babies
have a bad, bad problem with very few options until about a de-
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cade ago when medical device technology and optics technology
had finally advanced to a point where we could start really doing
things inside the womb.

Operating with tiny cameras and tiny equipment is called fetoscopic surgery and so people have known for the last generation
that if you could figure out a way to disrupt those blood vessels,
to disrupt those communications between the babies, then you
could potentially treat the disease … We need to track the blood
vessels going from one baby to the other … Once we do that, we
introduce a 600 nanometer laser fiber. This is called a diode laser.
It fires under water and you cauterize or cook these blood vessels.
This is the tricky part of the case. You have to hold this probe
right next to the blood vessel without touching it because the
babies only have about half an ounce of circulating blood volume
and they can hemorrhage to death real quick if you rupture one
of those blood vessels. … We turn the placenta into essentially
two separate halves. Each of the babies has their own half of the
placenta and then the disease process reverses itself. … So these
are babies that wouldn’t have lived before and now you get the
best Christmas picture of all time...
So what is fetal surgery? So it’s a new field. … You can do an
open fetal surgery to expose some or all of the baby, do an operation on the baby, put the baby back in and have the pregnancy
continue. Up until a few years ago, the only indication for open
fetal surgery was for lethal problems because it’s a big deal …
continued on page 5

Thank you, Cindy

When the offices of the ISOB
moved from Ann Arbor,
Michigan, to Durham, North
Carolina, on John Reeds’
retirement, I reached out to
the most qualified person I
knew to handle our finances.
That person was Cindy
Henry, who had handled the
books of my former law firm.
For the past six years, Cindy
has been comptroller for
the society and foundation.
Her work has been perfect
— literally, perfect. Every

account has balanced to the
penny. And she has been a
wonderful colleague. We bid
Cindy goodbye as she moves
to the North Carolina coast
and thank her for her great
work.

Nicole Satterwhite will
be our new comptroller.
Please contact her with any
questions about finances,
billing or foundation
donations.
— Don Beskind

Mission stateMent

Membership in the International Society
of Barristers is extended to advocates
of exceptional talent whose qualities,
including integrity, honor and collegiality,
embody the spirit of the true professional.
Membership is by invitation only after
a rigorous screening process involving
lawyers and judges to identify trial lawyers
who meet its standards.
The society nurtures excellence and
professionalism in advocacy by its recognition of members’ achievements and
providing an opportunity for them, and
their spouses and guests, to meet and
find renewal of spirit in the company of
others who have traveled a similar road.
Its annual convention combines presen-

Submissions wanted

We want you. Or
ethics. Works that
more specifically,
have been previwe want what you
ously published
have written. If
are fine if the
you have aucopyright holder
thored something
consents and the
you think would
publication was
be suitable for
not such that our
our Quarterly,
members would
please submit it
have already seen
for consideration.
the work.
Past publications
have included fellows’
Send your submissions to
prose and poetry on topics Don Beskind at beskind@
from baseball to legal
law.duke.edu

tations, extraordinary in their quality and
diversity, that include topics drawn from
the arts, politics, science and other areas
of interest to lawyers and nonlawyers
alike with a broad range of social and
recreational activities. Barristers have no
rank or privilege among them and gather
annually to renew old friendships and to
make new ones. The society publishes a
quarterly journal of topics covered at the
meeting and otherwise of interest to its
members.
Through the ISOB, the society supports
the work of other organizations whose
endeavors are consistent with the society’s support of excellence and advocacy
under the adversarial system.

Fetal surgery, gene therapy
continued from page 4

[O]pen fetal surgery really hit a milestone
a few years ago when this randomized trial
was performed and this is for a repair of
myelomeningocele also called spina bifida.
… We make an incision in the uterus to
expose the baby and then we do an operation on the baby. … We don’t want to bring
the baby out of the uterus for this. We want
to manipulate the baby as little as possible.
We want to float the baby up to where we
make our incision in the uterus and then we
want to fix the baby and then tuck the baby
back in. … We haven’t cured the disease
but we’ve dramatically reduced the effects
of the disease and that’s what our goal is
for these surgeries. …
Our research focus is ex vivo gene therapy.
... Within a few years, we’re going to do
in utero gene therapy. We will be able to
give genes to the developing babies that

they’re missing and ultimately we want to
do gene correction…with the new technology .... [y]ou can specifically target exactly
where in the genome you’re missing a gene
and you can put it back. We have a lot of
single gene disorders ... like sickle cell
anemia, cystic fibrosis... If you can put the
defective gene back where it belongs, you
can cure a disease. We can do this in the
laboratory and we’re very, very close to
doing it in humans. … I think the potential
of gene therapy for the human population
is tremendous in both reducing disease but
really taking a lot of the heavy burden off
of the healthcare system.

Brad A. Feltis, M.D., PhD., is one of the world’s
few pediatric surgeons specializing in diagnosing
and treating anomalies in developing babies still
in the womb. This article is excerpted from his remarks at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a future issue of the ISOB
Quarterly.

Nominations

The rhythm of life for the ISOB is
the retirement of older fellows and
the nominations of new ones. If
you are interested in submitting
a nomination, log into the ISOB
website and click on the “Nominate”
tab and select the sub-tab of “How
to Nominate.”
If you have questions, contact Don
Beskind at beskind@law.duke.edu
or (919) 612-3955.
All qualified candidates will be
considered but we are particularly
interested in receiving nominations
of younger, female and more
diverse candidates.

President’s letter
continued from page 1

relationship with the English bar.
Third, be on the lookout for competent,
experienced trial lawyers to nominate to
join ISOB. Contact your state chair or Don
Beskind, our administrative secretary.
Lastly, I want to remind our fellows of the
great work our foundation is doing. Last
year the foundation awarded grants to
organizations who support ISOB’s mission
of encouraging advocacy in the adversary
system and retention of trial by jury.
I look forward to seeing many of you in
London. In the meantime, please send
your ideas, suggestions and nominations
for new fellows.

5

Cancún, Mexico
2017

Annual Meeting

Larry Rogers Jr. and family with Tom Rhodes, right

Left to right: John and Jennifer Uustal and Mike Prangle

Dan and Sharon Baradat

Left to right: Scott Costantino, Gisela and Tad Griffin
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Fellows, guests enjoy Yucatán hospitality

Barristers, spouses, family, and guests gathered in March
at the Ritz-Carlton in Cancún for the 2017 Annual Meeting
planned to perfection by Dan and Sharon Baradat. More
than six days with perfect weather – for which the Baradats take full credit – we inducted 24 new fellows, including one who joined us from New Zealand; had meetings
of the society’s board of governors, the foundation’s board
of governors, and state chairs; heard from nine speakers;
enjoyed the company of other fellows and guests at dinners with live music; and partook of the wonderful activities available in this magnificent part of Mexico.

Speakers were selected by Tom and Maria Cranmer. Four
covered legal topics of general interest. Justice Bridget M.
McCormack from the Michigan Supreme Court gave the
inaugural John Reed professionalism lecture on the work
being done to eliminate junk science in criminal cases.
Rob Cary, who represented the late Sen. Ted Stevens,
spoke about Stevens’ wrongful conviction. Michael Martin
spoke about his role in prosecuting the “underwear bomber.” And Jess Bravin, from The Wall Street Journal, shared
his reporting on the Guantanamo terror courts. Other
speakers ran a fascinating gamut. At one ethereal extreme was famed chef, Jimmy Schmidt of the Rattlesnake

Grill, speaking on the intersection of natural nutrition and flavor.
While at the other extreme, Peter Morey enlightened us about
NASA’s upcoming James Webb space telescope. In between, Karl
Taube told tales of recent excavations at Chichen Itza. Dr. Brad
Feltis updated us on developments in fetal surgery and gene treatments, and the ever-popular Will Durst hit new heights of political
satire with the “The New Abnormal.”
Activities included a trip to the Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza, an
underground cave tour of the Río Secreto and a water jungle safari
as well as deep-sea fishing, sailing, snorkeling, cooking classes
and golf at several local courses. A big barristers thank you to Dan,
Sharon, Tom and Maria for making it a special week.

Top right: John Reed, our resident party animal
Above: Dancing to Liquid Blue
Left: Welcome reception and dinner, South Pool and Courtyard
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London calling

Save the date for the next annual meeting

April 15-19, 2018
Join us for our
first overseas
meeting, in London,
England. Fellows
will be staying at
The Dorchester
in the Mayfair
area near Hyde
Park. Outstanding
speakers, food and
entertainment
await. We will see
you there!

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE

Letter from president
future meetings
prosecuting the underwear bomber
treating the unborn patient
2017 inductees
we remember
news of note
update from cancún board meeting

If you need anything from the Barristers, contact:

Prof. Donald H. Beskind
(919) 613-7085
beskind@law.duke.edu

Send dues payment and foundation donations to:

International Society of Barristers
Post Office Box 21320
Durham, NC 27703
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The Newsletter of the International Society of Barristers

Executive committee
President

Judy Barrasso
Louisiana

First Vice-President
Harry H. Schneider Jr.
Washington

Second Vice-President
Thomas W. Cranmer
Michigan

Secretary Treasurer
J. Kenneth McEwan
British Columbia

Immediate Past President
Daniel R. Baradat
California

Board of Governors
Peter Brodhead
Ohio

Steve Bruckner
Nebraska

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

Maxon Davis
Montana

James P. Frickleton
Kansas

Kevin Krist
Texas

Stephen H. Kupperman
Louisiana

Kathleen Lang
Michigan

Bruce A. Montoya
Colorado

Summer greetings from The Big Easy
Greetings from New Orleans
where our sultry summer
is in full swing. I hope you
enjoy reading The Crier,
the International Society of
Barristers’ new publication.
We are very excited about its
launch. Through The Crier,
we hope to keep our members
up to date about meetings
and activities. The Crier also
provides a means to more often
communicate with our fellows.

We will be hosted by the
fabulous Dorchester Hotel, in
As with any new publication, the Mayfair area across from
Hyde Park. The Dorchester
we expect to tweak it going
boasts newly renovated
forward and welcome your
feedback to help us publish a rooms, and its flower-filled
Promenade, common areas and
user-friendly product.
ballrooms are quintessential
I am excited and humbled to be London.
the president of this awesome
organization. As I look back at Ken and Jackie McEwan have
been working hard to secure
the list of my predecessors, I
know I have huge shoes to fill. outstanding speakers on a range
But, I am working to do that. of topics. And, importantly,
we are having two parties at
A principle goal for this year the Dorchester, with great
is to emphasize the “internaentertainment, music, dancing,
tional” in the International
scrumptious food, and ample
Society of Barristers. So, we
drinks.

Future meetings

Kathleen Flynn Peterson
Minnesota

2017 Board of Governors
Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton

David D. Powell, Jr.

October 4-7, 2017

Ray Persons
Georgia

Colorado

LeAnn Sanders
Nevada

Stephen Wade
Maine

Christopher Wesierski
California

Staff
Administrative
Secretary & Editor
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

Administrative Secretary &
Editor Emeritus
John W. Reed
Michigan

are making
our inaugural
trip to another
continent
and going
to London
for our
next annual
meeting, set
Judy Barrasso
for April 15-19,
2018. Mark your calendars!

New Orleans, Louisiana

2018 Annual Meeting
The Dorchester
London, England

April 15-19, 2018
2019 Annual Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton,
Dove Mountain
Tuscon, Arizona

March 24-30, 2019

N e ws

Beyond the Dorchester,
London offers fantastic sites,
including the Middle Temple
Inn of Court, the Imperial
War Museum, Tate Modern
Art Museum and the West
End theatres. We will host
an off-site dinner at Gibson
Hall, a magnificent former
banking hall in the heart of
the original city, and there
will be a free night to plan
your own adventures. For
those seeking further activities
with our fellows, an after
trip to St Andrews, Scotland,
is available. Be looking to
register in early September.

Another ISOB goal is to
have a more internationally
diverse membership. At our
annual meeting in Cancún in
March, the board approved
the nominations of several
candidates from the London
area. We hope that the newly
selected fellows will be
inducted at the London meeting
and will mark a renewal of our
continued on page 5
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The International Society of
Barristers has created an
annual lectureship to honor
John W. Reed, Thomas M.
Cooley Professor of Law
Emeritus at the University
of Michigan Law School
and retired Wayne State
University Law School
dean. On March 24, Michigan State Supreme Court
Justice Bridget McCormack
delivered the inaugural
John Reed Lecture at the
ISOB’s 2017 meeting.
Titled “The Forensic Science Frontier: It’s up to the
Lawyers,” the lecture drew

on McCormack’s extensive
involvement with studies
of the validity of forensic
evidence. Reed became
an academic fellow of the
society in 1978 and served
as administrative secretary
and editor of its journal,
Quarterly, from 1979 to
2010. For the last 20 years
of his tenure in the society,
Professor Reed gave the
concluding speech at each
annual convention, urging
the fellows on to a sense of
high purpose.
— State Bar of Michigan
more news on page 2
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Who knew? Getting to know the 2017 inductees

Front row, left to right: Sherry
Knutson (Illinois); Tom Rhodes
(Texas); Angelo Patacca (Florida);
Leslie Packer (North Carolina);
Larry Rogers Jr. (Illinois); Todd
Gardner (Washington); Pam Andrews
(Washington)
Middle row, left to right: Jim
Swanson (Louisiana); Chris
Messerly (Minnesota); Emile Banks
(Wisconsin); Buck Cire (Texas);
Robert David (Louisiana); Minor
Pipes (Louisiana); Dinyar Marzban
(British Columbia); Peter Schmit
(Minnesota)
Back row, left to right: Mike
Prangle (Illinois); Ryan Langley
(South Carolina); Steven Maher
(Florida); Scott McLaren (Florida);
Brandon Thompson (Minnesota);
Colin Carruthers (New Zealand);
Bob Cooper (British Columbia); John
Uustal (Florida); Tad Griffin (Florida)

Pam Andrews: Over the past 31 years, my
husband Tad and I have adopted 10 rescue
dogs: one deaf; one so timid she would not
walk; one who had lost her hair from anxiety over her prior living conditions; three
with cancer; all with endless personality.

Ryan Langley: I am passionate about
really good food and wild game, which
motivates a love for hunting, vegetable
gardening and cooking.

Peter Schmit: I grew up on a small dairy
farm in Northern Minnestsoa, where, as
the youngest of eight kids, had the daily
task of helping milk cows at 6am and 6pm
Monday through Sunday. Law is easy
compared to that.

Steven Maher: I enjoy golf, traveling
with my wife, Wendy, reading, listening to
Brandon Thompson: I love the mountains
Emile Banks: I am the first assistant pastor music and cycling.
(despite the lack of them in Minnesota),
of a mega church, Christian Faith Fellowand have been to the highest point of each
ship Church, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Dinyar Marzban: My interests are road
of the 50 states.
cycling, sculling and trap shooting.
Colin Carruthers: I run a vineyard and
winery located just outside Martinborough, Scott McLaren: I enjoy bird hunting, fish- John Uustal: I like the beach in Fort
Lauderdale, the St. Lawrence River, and
New Zealand, producing primarily Pinot
ing and skiing and would enjoy golf, but
anywhere in Italy.
Noir, but also Pinot Gris, Chardonnay,
for the part about keeping score.
Chenin Blanc, Syrah and Viognier, marketed under the label “Te Muna Valley.”
Chris Messerly: I am married to my high
school sweetheart, Joanne, and I am an
George Cire: I am an avid outdoorsman
Ironman triathlete and hockey player, and I
ews of Note
— fishing, hunting, surfing — and I make restore old cars.
continued from page 1
custom fishing rods.
On April 12, John Hunter Q.C., a
Leslie Packer: Now that we are empty
fellow since 2006, was appointed
Robert Cooper: I like to do anything out- nesters, my husband and I enjoy going on
directly to the Court of Appeal of
doors in the mountains of British Colum- long walks with our dog, and I am conBritish Columbia. Called to the bars
bia.
stantly challenged to come up with new
of British Columbia, the Yukon and
recipes to use the vegetables and herbs we
Ontario, Justice Hunter regularly
Todd Gardner: I enjoy skiing, playing
grow in our garden.
appeared before the Supreme Court
golf, being out on the water and doing just
of Canada, including his noted apabout anything with Polly, our boys and
Angelo Patacca: I enjoy long-distance
pointment as an amicus curiae in the
other family and friends.
motorcycle adventures, Brazilian jiu jitsu,
2014 Senate Reform Reference. His
and helping coach my sons’ high school
recent trial work included Henry v.
David Glover: I am a proud father of
lacrosse teams.
British Columbia (Attorney General)
6-year-old Olivia and 3-year-old Lilly and
in which he represented the provthe prouder husband of Theresa; we enjoy H. Minor Pipes III: I travel, read and play
ince of British Columbia in a claim
hiking, biking, floating rivers, swimming
tennis — chasing my three sons through
brought by a plaintiff arising out of his
and being with each other and with friends. most of them.
wrongful conviction and incarceration
for 27 years. Hunter taught National
Tad Griffin: In the summers, our family
J. Thomas Rhodes III: I really enjoy fishJudicial Institute programs on judicial
ing and bird hunting.
golfs and hikes together in Colorado.
decision-making and judicial ethics.
He served as president of the Law
Society of British Columbia and of
Sherry Knutson: I spend as much time as Larry Rogers Jr.: In my free time, I enjoy
the Federation of Law Societies of
being a volleyball dad, driving instructor,
I can at our log cabin in Indiana, where I
Canada.
enjoy outdoor activities: from bird-watch- horseback riding partner, and legal debater
— Submitted by Ken McEwan
ing to foraging to making apple cider on an with my four children.
old-fashioned press.

N
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The ISOB Foundation
From Joe Daly, president of the
foundation:

This year we made $50,000 in
grants of $10,000 each to five organizations: the National Institute for
Trial Advocacy (NITA) to fund the
International Society of Barristers
Spangenberg/Liber Scholarships to
NITA trial skills training programs;
the Center for Death Penalty Litigation to fund training for post-conviction death penalty lawyers; the
Innocence Network to fund training
at their annual meeting; and to
the Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC) in support of the Southeast
Immigrant Freedom Initiative (SIFI).
We are continually looking for new
organizations to support. If you
know of one whose work is consistent with the purposes set out in
our articles of incorporation, please
suggest their name to me.

Foundation
Executive
Committee

and professional representation, we
endeavor to win every meritorious
case brought on behalf of immigrants detained in the southeastern
United States — and to the extent
possible bonded or paroled immigrants who had been detained — as
a result of recent and anticipated
immigration enforcement.”

Thank you again for your support of
this important work. As you consider your charitable giving, please
include the foundation so that it
can not only continue its work, but
support even more worthy organizations advancing ISOB’s goals and
principles. You can easily donate in
honor of or in memory of colleagues
or friends as a way of acknowledging them and supporting the foundation’s work.

President

Joseph S. Daly
Nebraska

Vice President
Rebecca S. Thiem
North Dakota

Secretary/Treasurer
David S. Maring
North Dakota

Board of Governors
Robert Frazer Clark
Georgia

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

James K. Dorsett III
North Carolina

Robert M. Dowd
California

There are two ways to donate. You
can donate by credit card through
the website on the foundation’s page
Grantees value our work. A good
or you can send a check to the Interexample: “We deeply appreciate this national Society of Barristers Founspecial contribution for the Southdation at P.O. Box 21320, Durham,
east Immigrant Freedom Initiative
North Carolina 27703.
(SIFI),” said SPLC’s president, Richard Cohen.
Donations, of course, are fully tax
deductible and will be acknowlMr. Cohen, a former speaker at an
edged to you and to appropriate
annual meeting added, “Our attorothers, if made in honor of or in
neys are working with pro-bono
memory of someone.
counsel to ensure that every immigrant swept up in a raid in the
Thank for the honor and privilege to
Southeast has legal counsel. By
serve as your president of this great
providing aggressive, high-quality,
foundation.
Nöel Ferris

Dec. 21, 1948 - May 21, 2017
Nöel, of Sacramento, California, met her
husband, Parker, also an ISOB fellow, while
in law school. She was president of the
International Academy of Trial lawyers, a
consumate advocate and committed to the
prevention of human trafficking.

We remember
Bradford M. “Buck” Gearinger
Nov. 17, 1940 - May 30, 2017

Buck, of Akron, Ohio, was a major in the Marine
Corps and won the Akron Bar Association’s Professionalism Award during his years of practice.
His wife, Paula, survives him.

James J. Ormiston
Texas

Lance Sears
Colorado

William R. Sieben
Minnesota

William B. Smith
California

Timothy S. Trecek
Wisconsin

Staff
executive secretary
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

William T. Robinson III
Dec. 6, 1945 - May 9, 2017

Bill, of Lexington, Kentucky, was the
135th President of the American Bar
Association and is survived by his wife,
Joan, and his extended family.

Please contact the society at beskind@law.duke.edu if you know of a fellow who has passed away.
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Prosecuting the infamous underwear bomber case
Let me tell you about Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, who came in on Christmas Day
to Detroit on a plane with a bomb. He was
sent by Al-Qaeda to destroy the aircraft. He
failed, was arrested when he landed, and that
touched off a massive federal investigation ...
It was the largest investigation I’ve ever been
involved in. And certainly the most fascinating case I’ve ever been involved in.

... often times I hear people say to me in
talking about terrorism that their perception
of a suicide bomber is somebody who is not
well-educated, poor, and doesn’t really know
what they’re doing, maybe was brainwashed
into doing it. That type of description certainly does not fit Abdulmutallab, and I think it
really doesn’t fit many of the suicide bombers
... Mr. Abdulmutallab was from one of the
wealthiest families in Nigeria. ... He was also
highly educated. ...
And the mission that Al-Qaeda developed
was that Abdulmutallab would destroy a U.S.
airliner. That was the key; it had to be a U.S.
airliner, and it had to be over American soil.
Every other detail was left to him. ...

Abdulmutallab is on the plane and he goes
to the bathroom where he stays for about 20
minutes. And what he does in the bathroom
is he engages in a cleansing. He puts perfume
on himself ... he’s preparing to go to heaven.
So and he really, really overdoes it with the
perfume, in fact many of the witnesses on

the plane recalled the smell of perfume as
he walked back from the bathroom. .... He returns to his seat. He pulls a blanket up to his
chin and around his head and then he goes
into his pants where the bomb was hidden
and he depresses the plunger on the syringe,
which initiates the explosion. ...

I don’t know if you all do this, but when I
have a big, complicated case, I sometimes
will assign memory aids to witnesses, maybe
a quality about that witness; I’ll give them a
nickname Well,
we did that
in this case,
because we interviewed this
gentleman and
he told us that
when Abdulmutallab pulled that blanket up and initiated
the bomb, he turned to Abdulmutallab when
he saw the fire and he said, “Dude, your pants
are on fire.” ... It’s true. It’s true. So we called
him Dude. ...

“the most
fascinating case
I’ve ever been
involved in.”

So the passengers, they subdue Abdulmutallab, they extinguish the fire. ... [T]hey moved
him up to business class ... And he is seated
in a seat right across from a flight attendant
... And she said to him, “What did you have?”
And he ignored her at first, ... so she said,
“No, I said to you, what did you have?” And
he said, “Explosive device.” ... [W]e love this
piece of evidence because the federal statute

that we charged him with, the exact wording
in the statute is “explosive device.” ...
After the attack, Al-Qaeda released a video of
Abdulmutallab where Al-Qaeda took credit
for the attack. They talked about how the
bomb had defeated Western security, which
is a big selling point for them; they talked
about the defendant himself, kind of lionizing
him and encouraging others to be like him ...

And the legacy of this case I just want to
touch on briefly ... It’s much, much harder when the potential attacker is a lonely,
distraught, young man living in his parent’s
basement who has no previous contact with
law enforcement ... decides to pick up a gun,
or ... simply drives a vehicle into a busy university and steps out with a knife and starts
stabbing people. That is a much, much more
difficult problem for the FBI to handle. And
they’re in a situation where even one failure
is a failure for the FBI. ... Terrorists are in a
completely different position. They can fail
99 percent of the time, but if they just get one
it’s a success, and the bomb doesn’t even have
to fully function for them to have a success.
The FBI is just the opposite. So they have a
tremendously difficult job ahead of them.

Michael C. Martin has been an assistant U.S.
attorney in the Eastern district of Michigan since
2008. He’s assigned to the office’s National Security Unit, where he prosecutes terrorism, espionage, and other national security crimes. This
article is excerpted from his talk at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a
future issue of the ISOB Quarterly.

Cutting edge of fetal surgery, gene therapy
I’m really excited to talk about something that
I’m super passionate about and that’s treating
the unborn patient. … I want to tackle two
giant topics: One is in utero fetal surgery and
the other one is gene therapy. Widely divergent topics but two very important topics. I
want to hit on gene therapy because we have a
gene therapy lab. We’ve had a pretty significant breakthrough last year and I think that
gene therapy has the potential to not only cure
disease locally and regionally but nationally
Brad Feltis
and internationally, and gene therapy might
be one of the keys to rescuing the healthcare crisis that we have
worldwide. …

This family came to us, they actually came to us eight years ago
and they had a bad problem. They were happy that they were
pregnant with twins. .... They were very sad to find out that their
twins had something called Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome.
… they share a placenta. … In Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome, ... there becomes an imbalance in blood flow between the
two twins. One twin acts as the donor twin. He donates blood
volume to the recipient twin, and so this baby gets really big. His
gestational sac gets really big because he’s trying to get rid of that
volume by making urine. This baby goes into horrible kidney failure. This baby goes into horrible heart failure and left untreated,
95 percent of these babies die before 24 weeks. … These babies
have a bad, bad problem with very few options until about a de-
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cade ago when medical device technology and optics technology
had finally advanced to a point where we could start really doing
things inside the womb.

Operating with tiny cameras and tiny equipment is called fetoscopic surgery and so people have known for the last generation
that if you could figure out a way to disrupt those blood vessels,
to disrupt those communications between the babies, then you
could potentially treat the disease … We need to track the blood
vessels going from one baby to the other … Once we do that, we
introduce a 600 nanometer laser fiber. This is called a diode laser.
It fires under water and you cauterize or cook these blood vessels.
This is the tricky part of the case. You have to hold this probe
right next to the blood vessel without touching it because the
babies only have about half an ounce of circulating blood volume
and they can hemorrhage to death real quick if you rupture one
of those blood vessels. … We turn the placenta into essentially
two separate halves. Each of the babies has their own half of the
placenta and then the disease process reverses itself. … So these
are babies that wouldn’t have lived before and now you get the
best Christmas picture of all time...
So what is fetal surgery? So it’s a new field. … You can do an
open fetal surgery to expose some or all of the baby, do an operation on the baby, put the baby back in and have the pregnancy
continue. Up until a few years ago, the only indication for open
fetal surgery was for lethal problems because it’s a big deal …
continued on page 5

Thank you, Cindy

When the offices of the ISOB
moved from Ann Arbor,
Michigan, to Durham, North
Carolina, on John Reeds’
retirement, I reached out to
the most qualified person I
knew to handle our finances.
That person was Cindy
Henry, who had handled the
books of my former law firm.
For the past six years, Cindy
has been comptroller for
the society and foundation.
Her work has been perfect
— literally, perfect. Every

account has balanced to the
penny. And she has been a
wonderful colleague. We bid
Cindy goodbye as she moves
to the North Carolina coast
and thank her for her great
work.

Nicole Satterwhite will
be our new comptroller.
Please contact her with any
questions about finances,
billing or foundation
donations.
— Don Beskind

Mission stateMent

Membership in the International Society
of Barristers is extended to advocates
of exceptional talent whose qualities,
including integrity, honor and collegiality,
embody the spirit of the true professional.
Membership is by invitation only after
a rigorous screening process involving
lawyers and judges to identify trial lawyers
who meet its standards.
The society nurtures excellence and
professionalism in advocacy by its recognition of members’ achievements and
providing an opportunity for them, and
their spouses and guests, to meet and
find renewal of spirit in the company of
others who have traveled a similar road.
Its annual convention combines presen-

Submissions wanted

We want you. Or
ethics. Works that
more specifically,
have been previwe want what you
ously published
have written. If
are fine if the
you have aucopyright holder
thored something
consents and the
you think would
publication was
be suitable for
not such that our
our Quarterly,
members would
please submit it
have already seen
for consideration.
the work.
Past publications
have included fellows’
Send your submissions to
prose and poetry on topics Don Beskind at beskind@
from baseball to legal
law.duke.edu

tations, extraordinary in their quality and
diversity, that include topics drawn from
the arts, politics, science and other areas
of interest to lawyers and nonlawyers
alike with a broad range of social and
recreational activities. Barristers have no
rank or privilege among them and gather
annually to renew old friendships and to
make new ones. The society publishes a
quarterly journal of topics covered at the
meeting and otherwise of interest to its
members.
Through the ISOB, the society supports
the work of other organizations whose
endeavors are consistent with the society’s support of excellence and advocacy
under the adversarial system.

Fetal surgery, gene therapy
continued from page 4

[O]pen fetal surgery really hit a milestone
a few years ago when this randomized trial
was performed and this is for a repair of
myelomeningocele also called spina bifida.
… We make an incision in the uterus to
expose the baby and then we do an operation on the baby. … We don’t want to bring
the baby out of the uterus for this. We want
to manipulate the baby as little as possible.
We want to float the baby up to where we
make our incision in the uterus and then we
want to fix the baby and then tuck the baby
back in. … We haven’t cured the disease
but we’ve dramatically reduced the effects
of the disease and that’s what our goal is
for these surgeries. …
Our research focus is ex vivo gene therapy.
... Within a few years, we’re going to do
in utero gene therapy. We will be able to
give genes to the developing babies that

they’re missing and ultimately we want to
do gene correction…with the new technology .... [y]ou can specifically target exactly
where in the genome you’re missing a gene
and you can put it back. We have a lot of
single gene disorders ... like sickle cell
anemia, cystic fibrosis... If you can put the
defective gene back where it belongs, you
can cure a disease. We can do this in the
laboratory and we’re very, very close to
doing it in humans. … I think the potential
of gene therapy for the human population
is tremendous in both reducing disease but
really taking a lot of the heavy burden off
of the healthcare system.

Brad A. Feltis, M.D., PhD., is one of the world’s
few pediatric surgeons specializing in diagnosing
and treating anomalies in developing babies still
in the womb. This article is excerpted from his remarks at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a future issue of the ISOB
Quarterly.

Nominations

The rhythm of life for the ISOB is
the retirement of older fellows and
the nominations of new ones. If
you are interested in submitting
a nomination, log into the ISOB
website and click on the “Nominate”
tab and select the sub-tab of “How
to Nominate.”
If you have questions, contact Don
Beskind at beskind@law.duke.edu
or (919) 612-3955.
All qualified candidates will be
considered but we are particularly
interested in receiving nominations
of younger, female and more
diverse candidates.

President’s letter
continued from page 1

relationship with the English bar.
Third, be on the lookout for competent,
experienced trial lawyers to nominate to
join ISOB. Contact your state chair or Don
Beskind, our administrative secretary.
Lastly, I want to remind our fellows of the
great work our foundation is doing. Last
year the foundation awarded grants to
organizations who support ISOB’s mission
of encouraging advocacy in the adversary
system and retention of trial by jury.
I look forward to seeing many of you in
London. In the meantime, please send
your ideas, suggestions and nominations
for new fellows.
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Cancún, Mexico
2017

Annual Meeting

Larry Rogers Jr. and family with Tom Rhodes, right

Left to right: John and Jennifer Uustal and Mike Prangle

Dan and Sharon Baradat

Left to right: Scott Costantino, Gisela and Tad Griffin
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Fellows, guests enjoy Yucatán hospitality

Barristers, spouses, family, and guests gathered in March
at the Ritz-Carlton in Cancún for the 2017 Annual Meeting
planned to perfection by Dan and Sharon Baradat. More
than six days with perfect weather – for which the Baradats take full credit – we inducted 24 new fellows, including one who joined us from New Zealand; had meetings
of the society’s board of governors, the foundation’s board
of governors, and state chairs; heard from nine speakers;
enjoyed the company of other fellows and guests at dinners with live music; and partook of the wonderful activities available in this magnificent part of Mexico.

Speakers were selected by Tom and Maria Cranmer. Four
covered legal topics of general interest. Justice Bridget M.
McCormack from the Michigan Supreme Court gave the
inaugural John Reed professionalism lecture on the work
being done to eliminate junk science in criminal cases.
Rob Cary, who represented the late Sen. Ted Stevens,
spoke about Stevens’ wrongful conviction. Michael Martin
spoke about his role in prosecuting the “underwear bomber.” And Jess Bravin, from The Wall Street Journal, shared
his reporting on the Guantanamo terror courts. Other
speakers ran a fascinating gamut. At one ethereal extreme was famed chef, Jimmy Schmidt of the Rattlesnake

Grill, speaking on the intersection of natural nutrition and flavor.
While at the other extreme, Peter Morey enlightened us about
NASA’s upcoming James Webb space telescope. In between, Karl
Taube told tales of recent excavations at Chichen Itza. Dr. Brad
Feltis updated us on developments in fetal surgery and gene treatments, and the ever-popular Will Durst hit new heights of political
satire with the “The New Abnormal.”
Activities included a trip to the Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza, an
underground cave tour of the Río Secreto and a water jungle safari
as well as deep-sea fishing, sailing, snorkeling, cooking classes
and golf at several local courses. A big barristers thank you to Dan,
Sharon, Tom and Maria for making it a special week.

Top right: John Reed, our resident party animal
Above: Dancing to Liquid Blue
Left: Welcome reception and dinner, South Pool and Courtyard
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London calling

Save the date for the next annual meeting

April 15-19, 2018
Join us for our
first overseas
meeting, in London,
England. Fellows
will be staying at
The Dorchester
in the Mayfair
area near Hyde
Park. Outstanding
speakers, food and
entertainment
await. We will see
you there!

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE

Letter from president
future meetings
prosecuting the underwear bomber
treating the unborn patient
2017 inductees
we remember
news of note
update from cancún board meeting

If you need anything from the Barristers, contact:

Prof. Donald H. Beskind
(919) 613-7085
beskind@law.duke.edu

Send dues payment and foundation donations to:

International Society of Barristers
Post Office Box 21320
Durham, NC 27703
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State Street Finance Ctr.; One Lincoln St.
Boston MA 02111

SSUE!
URAL I

P.O. BOx 21320
Durham, NC 27703

Crier
The

I s s u e 1 | s u m m e r 2017

The Newsletter of the International Society of Barristers

Executive committee
President

Judy Barrasso
Louisiana

First Vice-President
Harry H. Schneider Jr.
Washington

Second Vice-President
Thomas W. Cranmer
Michigan

Secretary Treasurer
J. Kenneth McEwan
British Columbia

Immediate Past President
Daniel R. Baradat
California

Board of Governors
Peter Brodhead
Ohio

Steve Bruckner
Nebraska

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

Maxon Davis
Montana

James P. Frickleton
Kansas

Kevin Krist
Texas

Stephen H. Kupperman
Louisiana

Kathleen Lang
Michigan

Bruce A. Montoya
Colorado

Summer greetings from The Big Easy
Greetings from New Orleans
where our sultry summer
is in full swing. I hope you
enjoy reading The Crier,
the International Society of
Barristers’ new publication.
We are very excited about its
launch. Through The Crier,
we hope to keep our members
up to date about meetings
and activities. The Crier also
provides a means to more often
communicate with our fellows.

We will be hosted by the
fabulous Dorchester Hotel, in
As with any new publication, the Mayfair area across from
Hyde Park. The Dorchester
we expect to tweak it going
boasts newly renovated
forward and welcome your
feedback to help us publish a rooms, and its flower-filled
Promenade, common areas and
user-friendly product.
ballrooms are quintessential
I am excited and humbled to be London.
the president of this awesome
organization. As I look back at Ken and Jackie McEwan have
been working hard to secure
the list of my predecessors, I
know I have huge shoes to fill. outstanding speakers on a range
But, I am working to do that. of topics. And, importantly,
we are having two parties at
A principle goal for this year the Dorchester, with great
is to emphasize the “internaentertainment, music, dancing,
tional” in the International
scrumptious food, and ample
Society of Barristers. So, we
drinks.

Future meetings

Kathleen Flynn Peterson
Minnesota

2017 Board of Governors
Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton

David D. Powell, Jr.

October 4-7, 2017

Ray Persons
Georgia

Colorado

LeAnn Sanders
Nevada

Stephen Wade
Maine

Christopher Wesierski
California

Staff
Administrative
Secretary & Editor
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

Administrative Secretary &
Editor Emeritus
John W. Reed
Michigan

are making
our inaugural
trip to another
continent
and going
to London
for our
next annual
meeting, set
Judy Barrasso
for April 15-19,
2018. Mark your calendars!

New Orleans, Louisiana

2018 Annual Meeting
The Dorchester
London, England

April 15-19, 2018
2019 Annual Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton,
Dove Mountain
Tuscon, Arizona

March 24-30, 2019

N e ws

Beyond the Dorchester,
London offers fantastic sites,
including the Middle Temple
Inn of Court, the Imperial
War Museum, Tate Modern
Art Museum and the West
End theatres. We will host
an off-site dinner at Gibson
Hall, a magnificent former
banking hall in the heart of
the original city, and there
will be a free night to plan
your own adventures. For
those seeking further activities
with our fellows, an after
trip to St Andrews, Scotland,
is available. Be looking to
register in early September.

Another ISOB goal is to
have a more internationally
diverse membership. At our
annual meeting in Cancún in
March, the board approved
the nominations of several
candidates from the London
area. We hope that the newly
selected fellows will be
inducted at the London meeting
and will mark a renewal of our
continued on page 5
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The International Society of
Barristers has created an
annual lectureship to honor
John W. Reed, Thomas M.
Cooley Professor of Law
Emeritus at the University
of Michigan Law School
and retired Wayne State
University Law School
dean. On March 24, Michigan State Supreme Court
Justice Bridget McCormack
delivered the inaugural
John Reed Lecture at the
ISOB’s 2017 meeting.
Titled “The Forensic Science Frontier: It’s up to the
Lawyers,” the lecture drew

on McCormack’s extensive
involvement with studies
of the validity of forensic
evidence. Reed became
an academic fellow of the
society in 1978 and served
as administrative secretary
and editor of its journal,
Quarterly, from 1979 to
2010. For the last 20 years
of his tenure in the society,
Professor Reed gave the
concluding speech at each
annual convention, urging
the fellows on to a sense of
high purpose.
— State Bar of Michigan
more news on page 2
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Who knew? Getting to know the 2017 inductees

Front row, left to right: Sherry
Knutson (Illinois); Tom Rhodes
(Texas); Angelo Patacca (Florida);
Leslie Packer (North Carolina);
Larry Rogers Jr. (Illinois); Todd
Gardner (Washington); Pam Andrews
(Washington)
Middle row, left to right: Jim
Swanson (Louisiana); Chris
Messerly (Minnesota); Emile Banks
(Wisconsin); Buck Cire (Texas);
Robert David (Louisiana); Minor
Pipes (Louisiana); Dinyar Marzban
(British Columbia); Peter Schmit
(Minnesota)
Back row, left to right: Mike
Prangle (Illinois); Ryan Langley
(South Carolina); Steven Maher
(Florida); Scott McLaren (Florida);
Brandon Thompson (Minnesota);
Colin Carruthers (New Zealand);
Bob Cooper (British Columbia); John
Uustal (Florida); Tad Griffin (Florida)

Pam Andrews: Over the past 31 years, my
husband Tad and I have adopted 10 rescue
dogs: one deaf; one so timid she would not
walk; one who had lost her hair from anxiety over her prior living conditions; three
with cancer; all with endless personality.

Ryan Langley: I am passionate about
really good food and wild game, which
motivates a love for hunting, vegetable
gardening and cooking.

Peter Schmit: I grew up on a small dairy
farm in Northern Minnestsoa, where, as
the youngest of eight kids, had the daily
task of helping milk cows at 6am and 6pm
Monday through Sunday. Law is easy
compared to that.

Steven Maher: I enjoy golf, traveling
with my wife, Wendy, reading, listening to
Brandon Thompson: I love the mountains
Emile Banks: I am the first assistant pastor music and cycling.
(despite the lack of them in Minnesota),
of a mega church, Christian Faith Fellowand have been to the highest point of each
ship Church, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Dinyar Marzban: My interests are road
of the 50 states.
cycling, sculling and trap shooting.
Colin Carruthers: I run a vineyard and
winery located just outside Martinborough, Scott McLaren: I enjoy bird hunting, fish- John Uustal: I like the beach in Fort
Lauderdale, the St. Lawrence River, and
New Zealand, producing primarily Pinot
ing and skiing and would enjoy golf, but
anywhere in Italy.
Noir, but also Pinot Gris, Chardonnay,
for the part about keeping score.
Chenin Blanc, Syrah and Viognier, marketed under the label “Te Muna Valley.”
Chris Messerly: I am married to my high
school sweetheart, Joanne, and I am an
George Cire: I am an avid outdoorsman
Ironman triathlete and hockey player, and I
ews of Note
— fishing, hunting, surfing — and I make restore old cars.
continued from page 1
custom fishing rods.
On April 12, John Hunter Q.C., a
Leslie Packer: Now that we are empty
fellow since 2006, was appointed
Robert Cooper: I like to do anything out- nesters, my husband and I enjoy going on
directly to the Court of Appeal of
doors in the mountains of British Colum- long walks with our dog, and I am conBritish Columbia. Called to the bars
bia.
stantly challenged to come up with new
of British Columbia, the Yukon and
recipes to use the vegetables and herbs we
Ontario, Justice Hunter regularly
Todd Gardner: I enjoy skiing, playing
grow in our garden.
appeared before the Supreme Court
golf, being out on the water and doing just
of Canada, including his noted apabout anything with Polly, our boys and
Angelo Patacca: I enjoy long-distance
pointment as an amicus curiae in the
other family and friends.
motorcycle adventures, Brazilian jiu jitsu,
2014 Senate Reform Reference. His
and helping coach my sons’ high school
recent trial work included Henry v.
David Glover: I am a proud father of
lacrosse teams.
British Columbia (Attorney General)
6-year-old Olivia and 3-year-old Lilly and
in which he represented the provthe prouder husband of Theresa; we enjoy H. Minor Pipes III: I travel, read and play
ince of British Columbia in a claim
hiking, biking, floating rivers, swimming
tennis — chasing my three sons through
brought by a plaintiff arising out of his
and being with each other and with friends. most of them.
wrongful conviction and incarceration
for 27 years. Hunter taught National
Tad Griffin: In the summers, our family
J. Thomas Rhodes III: I really enjoy fishJudicial Institute programs on judicial
ing and bird hunting.
golfs and hikes together in Colorado.
decision-making and judicial ethics.
He served as president of the Law
Society of British Columbia and of
Sherry Knutson: I spend as much time as Larry Rogers Jr.: In my free time, I enjoy
the Federation of Law Societies of
being a volleyball dad, driving instructor,
I can at our log cabin in Indiana, where I
Canada.
enjoy outdoor activities: from bird-watch- horseback riding partner, and legal debater
— Submitted by Ken McEwan
ing to foraging to making apple cider on an with my four children.
old-fashioned press.

N
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The ISOB Foundation
From Joe Daly, president of the
foundation:

This year we made $50,000 in
grants of $10,000 each to five organizations: the National Institute for
Trial Advocacy (NITA) to fund the
International Society of Barristers
Spangenberg/Liber Scholarships to
NITA trial skills training programs;
the Center for Death Penalty Litigation to fund training for post-conviction death penalty lawyers; the
Innocence Network to fund training
at their annual meeting; and to
the Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC) in support of the Southeast
Immigrant Freedom Initiative (SIFI).
We are continually looking for new
organizations to support. If you
know of one whose work is consistent with the purposes set out in
our articles of incorporation, please
suggest their name to me.

Foundation
Executive
Committee

and professional representation, we
endeavor to win every meritorious
case brought on behalf of immigrants detained in the southeastern
United States — and to the extent
possible bonded or paroled immigrants who had been detained — as
a result of recent and anticipated
immigration enforcement.”

Thank you again for your support of
this important work. As you consider your charitable giving, please
include the foundation so that it
can not only continue its work, but
support even more worthy organizations advancing ISOB’s goals and
principles. You can easily donate in
honor of or in memory of colleagues
or friends as a way of acknowledging them and supporting the foundation’s work.

President

Joseph S. Daly
Nebraska

Vice President
Rebecca S. Thiem
North Dakota

Secretary/Treasurer
David S. Maring
North Dakota

Board of Governors
Robert Frazer Clark
Georgia

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

James K. Dorsett III
North Carolina

Robert M. Dowd
California

There are two ways to donate. You
can donate by credit card through
the website on the foundation’s page
Grantees value our work. A good
or you can send a check to the Interexample: “We deeply appreciate this national Society of Barristers Founspecial contribution for the Southdation at P.O. Box 21320, Durham,
east Immigrant Freedom Initiative
North Carolina 27703.
(SIFI),” said SPLC’s president, Richard Cohen.
Donations, of course, are fully tax
deductible and will be acknowlMr. Cohen, a former speaker at an
edged to you and to appropriate
annual meeting added, “Our attorothers, if made in honor of or in
neys are working with pro-bono
memory of someone.
counsel to ensure that every immigrant swept up in a raid in the
Thank for the honor and privilege to
Southeast has legal counsel. By
serve as your president of this great
providing aggressive, high-quality,
foundation.
Nöel Ferris

Dec. 21, 1948 - May 21, 2017
Nöel, of Sacramento, California, met her
husband, Parker, also an ISOB fellow, while
in law school. She was president of the
International Academy of Trial lawyers, a
consumate advocate and committed to the
prevention of human trafficking.

We remember
Bradford M. “Buck” Gearinger
Nov. 17, 1940 - May 30, 2017

Buck, of Akron, Ohio, was a major in the Marine
Corps and won the Akron Bar Association’s Professionalism Award during his years of practice.
His wife, Paula, survives him.

James J. Ormiston
Texas

Lance Sears
Colorado

William R. Sieben
Minnesota

William B. Smith
California

Timothy S. Trecek
Wisconsin

Staff
executive secretary
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

William T. Robinson III
Dec. 6, 1945 - May 9, 2017

Bill, of Lexington, Kentucky, was the
135th President of the American Bar
Association and is survived by his wife,
Joan, and his extended family.

Please contact the society at beskind@law.duke.edu if you know of a fellow who has passed away.
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Prosecuting the infamous underwear bomber case
Let me tell you about Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, who came in on Christmas Day
to Detroit on a plane with a bomb. He was
sent by Al-Qaeda to destroy the aircraft. He
failed, was arrested when he landed, and that
touched off a massive federal investigation ...
It was the largest investigation I’ve ever been
involved in. And certainly the most fascinating case I’ve ever been involved in.

... often times I hear people say to me in
talking about terrorism that their perception
of a suicide bomber is somebody who is not
well-educated, poor, and doesn’t really know
what they’re doing, maybe was brainwashed
into doing it. That type of description certainly does not fit Abdulmutallab, and I think it
really doesn’t fit many of the suicide bombers
... Mr. Abdulmutallab was from one of the
wealthiest families in Nigeria. ... He was also
highly educated. ...
And the mission that Al-Qaeda developed
was that Abdulmutallab would destroy a U.S.
airliner. That was the key; it had to be a U.S.
airliner, and it had to be over American soil.
Every other detail was left to him. ...

Abdulmutallab is on the plane and he goes
to the bathroom where he stays for about 20
minutes. And what he does in the bathroom
is he engages in a cleansing. He puts perfume
on himself ... he’s preparing to go to heaven.
So and he really, really overdoes it with the
perfume, in fact many of the witnesses on

the plane recalled the smell of perfume as
he walked back from the bathroom. .... He returns to his seat. He pulls a blanket up to his
chin and around his head and then he goes
into his pants where the bomb was hidden
and he depresses the plunger on the syringe,
which initiates the explosion. ...

I don’t know if you all do this, but when I
have a big, complicated case, I sometimes
will assign memory aids to witnesses, maybe
a quality about that witness; I’ll give them a
nickname Well,
we did that
in this case,
because we interviewed this
gentleman and
he told us that
when Abdulmutallab pulled that blanket up and initiated
the bomb, he turned to Abdulmutallab when
he saw the fire and he said, “Dude, your pants
are on fire.” ... It’s true. It’s true. So we called
him Dude. ...

“the most
fascinating case
I’ve ever been
involved in.”

So the passengers, they subdue Abdulmutallab, they extinguish the fire. ... [T]hey moved
him up to business class ... And he is seated
in a seat right across from a flight attendant
... And she said to him, “What did you have?”
And he ignored her at first, ... so she said,
“No, I said to you, what did you have?” And
he said, “Explosive device.” ... [W]e love this
piece of evidence because the federal statute

that we charged him with, the exact wording
in the statute is “explosive device.” ...
After the attack, Al-Qaeda released a video of
Abdulmutallab where Al-Qaeda took credit
for the attack. They talked about how the
bomb had defeated Western security, which
is a big selling point for them; they talked
about the defendant himself, kind of lionizing
him and encouraging others to be like him ...

And the legacy of this case I just want to
touch on briefly ... It’s much, much harder when the potential attacker is a lonely,
distraught, young man living in his parent’s
basement who has no previous contact with
law enforcement ... decides to pick up a gun,
or ... simply drives a vehicle into a busy university and steps out with a knife and starts
stabbing people. That is a much, much more
difficult problem for the FBI to handle. And
they’re in a situation where even one failure
is a failure for the FBI. ... Terrorists are in a
completely different position. They can fail
99 percent of the time, but if they just get one
it’s a success, and the bomb doesn’t even have
to fully function for them to have a success.
The FBI is just the opposite. So they have a
tremendously difficult job ahead of them.

Michael C. Martin has been an assistant U.S.
attorney in the Eastern district of Michigan since
2008. He’s assigned to the office’s National Security Unit, where he prosecutes terrorism, espionage, and other national security crimes. This
article is excerpted from his talk at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a
future issue of the ISOB Quarterly.

Cutting edge of fetal surgery, gene therapy
I’m really excited to talk about something that
I’m super passionate about and that’s treating
the unborn patient. … I want to tackle two
giant topics: One is in utero fetal surgery and
the other one is gene therapy. Widely divergent topics but two very important topics. I
want to hit on gene therapy because we have a
gene therapy lab. We’ve had a pretty significant breakthrough last year and I think that
gene therapy has the potential to not only cure
disease locally and regionally but nationally
Brad Feltis
and internationally, and gene therapy might
be one of the keys to rescuing the healthcare crisis that we have
worldwide. …

This family came to us, they actually came to us eight years ago
and they had a bad problem. They were happy that they were
pregnant with twins. .... They were very sad to find out that their
twins had something called Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome.
… they share a placenta. … In Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome, ... there becomes an imbalance in blood flow between the
two twins. One twin acts as the donor twin. He donates blood
volume to the recipient twin, and so this baby gets really big. His
gestational sac gets really big because he’s trying to get rid of that
volume by making urine. This baby goes into horrible kidney failure. This baby goes into horrible heart failure and left untreated,
95 percent of these babies die before 24 weeks. … These babies
have a bad, bad problem with very few options until about a de-
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cade ago when medical device technology and optics technology
had finally advanced to a point where we could start really doing
things inside the womb.

Operating with tiny cameras and tiny equipment is called fetoscopic surgery and so people have known for the last generation
that if you could figure out a way to disrupt those blood vessels,
to disrupt those communications between the babies, then you
could potentially treat the disease … We need to track the blood
vessels going from one baby to the other … Once we do that, we
introduce a 600 nanometer laser fiber. This is called a diode laser.
It fires under water and you cauterize or cook these blood vessels.
This is the tricky part of the case. You have to hold this probe
right next to the blood vessel without touching it because the
babies only have about half an ounce of circulating blood volume
and they can hemorrhage to death real quick if you rupture one
of those blood vessels. … We turn the placenta into essentially
two separate halves. Each of the babies has their own half of the
placenta and then the disease process reverses itself. … So these
are babies that wouldn’t have lived before and now you get the
best Christmas picture of all time...
So what is fetal surgery? So it’s a new field. … You can do an
open fetal surgery to expose some or all of the baby, do an operation on the baby, put the baby back in and have the pregnancy
continue. Up until a few years ago, the only indication for open
fetal surgery was for lethal problems because it’s a big deal …
continued on page 5

Thank you, Cindy

When the offices of the ISOB
moved from Ann Arbor,
Michigan, to Durham, North
Carolina, on John Reeds’
retirement, I reached out to
the most qualified person I
knew to handle our finances.
That person was Cindy
Henry, who had handled the
books of my former law firm.
For the past six years, Cindy
has been comptroller for
the society and foundation.
Her work has been perfect
— literally, perfect. Every

account has balanced to the
penny. And she has been a
wonderful colleague. We bid
Cindy goodbye as she moves
to the North Carolina coast
and thank her for her great
work.

Nicole Satterwhite will
be our new comptroller.
Please contact her with any
questions about finances,
billing or foundation
donations.
— Don Beskind

Mission stateMent

Membership in the International Society
of Barristers is extended to advocates
of exceptional talent whose qualities,
including integrity, honor and collegiality,
embody the spirit of the true professional.
Membership is by invitation only after
a rigorous screening process involving
lawyers and judges to identify trial lawyers
who meet its standards.
The society nurtures excellence and
professionalism in advocacy by its recognition of members’ achievements and
providing an opportunity for them, and
their spouses and guests, to meet and
find renewal of spirit in the company of
others who have traveled a similar road.
Its annual convention combines presen-

Submissions wanted

We want you. Or
ethics. Works that
more specifically,
have been previwe want what you
ously published
have written. If
are fine if the
you have aucopyright holder
thored something
consents and the
you think would
publication was
be suitable for
not such that our
our Quarterly,
members would
please submit it
have already seen
for consideration.
the work.
Past publications
have included fellows’
Send your submissions to
prose and poetry on topics Don Beskind at beskind@
from baseball to legal
law.duke.edu

tations, extraordinary in their quality and
diversity, that include topics drawn from
the arts, politics, science and other areas
of interest to lawyers and nonlawyers
alike with a broad range of social and
recreational activities. Barristers have no
rank or privilege among them and gather
annually to renew old friendships and to
make new ones. The society publishes a
quarterly journal of topics covered at the
meeting and otherwise of interest to its
members.
Through the ISOB, the society supports
the work of other organizations whose
endeavors are consistent with the society’s support of excellence and advocacy
under the adversarial system.

Fetal surgery, gene therapy
continued from page 4

[O]pen fetal surgery really hit a milestone
a few years ago when this randomized trial
was performed and this is for a repair of
myelomeningocele also called spina bifida.
… We make an incision in the uterus to
expose the baby and then we do an operation on the baby. … We don’t want to bring
the baby out of the uterus for this. We want
to manipulate the baby as little as possible.
We want to float the baby up to where we
make our incision in the uterus and then we
want to fix the baby and then tuck the baby
back in. … We haven’t cured the disease
but we’ve dramatically reduced the effects
of the disease and that’s what our goal is
for these surgeries. …
Our research focus is ex vivo gene therapy.
... Within a few years, we’re going to do
in utero gene therapy. We will be able to
give genes to the developing babies that

they’re missing and ultimately we want to
do gene correction…with the new technology .... [y]ou can specifically target exactly
where in the genome you’re missing a gene
and you can put it back. We have a lot of
single gene disorders ... like sickle cell
anemia, cystic fibrosis... If you can put the
defective gene back where it belongs, you
can cure a disease. We can do this in the
laboratory and we’re very, very close to
doing it in humans. … I think the potential
of gene therapy for the human population
is tremendous in both reducing disease but
really taking a lot of the heavy burden off
of the healthcare system.

Brad A. Feltis, M.D., PhD., is one of the world’s
few pediatric surgeons specializing in diagnosing
and treating anomalies in developing babies still
in the womb. This article is excerpted from his remarks at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a future issue of the ISOB
Quarterly.

Nominations

The rhythm of life for the ISOB is
the retirement of older fellows and
the nominations of new ones. If
you are interested in submitting
a nomination, log into the ISOB
website and click on the “Nominate”
tab and select the sub-tab of “How
to Nominate.”
If you have questions, contact Don
Beskind at beskind@law.duke.edu
or (919) 612-3955.
All qualified candidates will be
considered but we are particularly
interested in receiving nominations
of younger, female and more
diverse candidates.

President’s letter
continued from page 1

relationship with the English bar.
Third, be on the lookout for competent,
experienced trial lawyers to nominate to
join ISOB. Contact your state chair or Don
Beskind, our administrative secretary.
Lastly, I want to remind our fellows of the
great work our foundation is doing. Last
year the foundation awarded grants to
organizations who support ISOB’s mission
of encouraging advocacy in the adversary
system and retention of trial by jury.
I look forward to seeing many of you in
London. In the meantime, please send
your ideas, suggestions and nominations
for new fellows.
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Cancún, Mexico
2017

Annual Meeting

Larry Rogers Jr. and family with Tom Rhodes, right

Left to right: John and Jennifer Uustal and Mike Prangle

Dan and Sharon Baradat

Left to right: Scott Costantino, Gisela and Tad Griffin
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Fellows, guests enjoy Yucatán hospitality

Barristers, spouses, family, and guests gathered in March
at the Ritz-Carlton in Cancún for the 2017 Annual Meeting
planned to perfection by Dan and Sharon Baradat. More
than six days with perfect weather – for which the Baradats take full credit – we inducted 24 new fellows, including one who joined us from New Zealand; had meetings
of the society’s board of governors, the foundation’s board
of governors, and state chairs; heard from nine speakers;
enjoyed the company of other fellows and guests at dinners with live music; and partook of the wonderful activities available in this magnificent part of Mexico.

Speakers were selected by Tom and Maria Cranmer. Four
covered legal topics of general interest. Justice Bridget M.
McCormack from the Michigan Supreme Court gave the
inaugural John Reed professionalism lecture on the work
being done to eliminate junk science in criminal cases.
Rob Cary, who represented the late Sen. Ted Stevens,
spoke about Stevens’ wrongful conviction. Michael Martin
spoke about his role in prosecuting the “underwear bomber.” And Jess Bravin, from The Wall Street Journal, shared
his reporting on the Guantanamo terror courts. Other
speakers ran a fascinating gamut. At one ethereal extreme was famed chef, Jimmy Schmidt of the Rattlesnake

Grill, speaking on the intersection of natural nutrition and flavor.
While at the other extreme, Peter Morey enlightened us about
NASA’s upcoming James Webb space telescope. In between, Karl
Taube told tales of recent excavations at Chichen Itza. Dr. Brad
Feltis updated us on developments in fetal surgery and gene treatments, and the ever-popular Will Durst hit new heights of political
satire with the “The New Abnormal.”
Activities included a trip to the Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza, an
underground cave tour of the Río Secreto and a water jungle safari
as well as deep-sea fishing, sailing, snorkeling, cooking classes
and golf at several local courses. A big barristers thank you to Dan,
Sharon, Tom and Maria for making it a special week.

Top right: John Reed, our resident party animal
Above: Dancing to Liquid Blue
Left: Welcome reception and dinner, South Pool and Courtyard
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London calling

Save the date for the next annual meeting

April 15-19, 2018
Join us for our
first overseas
meeting, in London,
England. Fellows
will be staying at
The Dorchester
in the Mayfair
area near Hyde
Park. Outstanding
speakers, food and
entertainment
await. We will see
you there!

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE

Letter from president
future meetings
prosecuting the underwear bomber
treating the unborn patient
2017 inductees
we remember
news of note
update from cancún board meeting

If you need anything from the Barristers, contact:

Prof. Donald H. Beskind
(919) 613-7085
beskind@law.duke.edu

Send dues payment and foundation donations to:

International Society of Barristers
Post Office Box 21320
Durham, NC 27703
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The Newsletter of the International Society of Barristers

Executive committee
President

Judy Barrasso
Louisiana

First Vice-President
Harry H. Schneider Jr.
Washington

Second Vice-President
Thomas W. Cranmer
Michigan

Secretary Treasurer
J. Kenneth McEwan
British Columbia

Immediate Past President
Daniel R. Baradat
California

Board of Governors
Peter Brodhead
Ohio

Steve Bruckner
Nebraska

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

Maxon Davis
Montana

James P. Frickleton
Kansas

Kevin Krist
Texas

Stephen H. Kupperman
Louisiana

Kathleen Lang
Michigan

Bruce A. Montoya
Colorado

Summer greetings from The Big Easy
Greetings from New Orleans
where our sultry summer
is in full swing. I hope you
enjoy reading The Crier,
the International Society of
Barristers’ new publication.
We are very excited about its
launch. Through The Crier,
we hope to keep our members
up to date about meetings
and activities. The Crier also
provides a means to more often
communicate with our fellows.

We will be hosted by the
fabulous Dorchester Hotel, in
As with any new publication, the Mayfair area across from
Hyde Park. The Dorchester
we expect to tweak it going
boasts newly renovated
forward and welcome your
feedback to help us publish a rooms, and its flower-filled
Promenade, common areas and
user-friendly product.
ballrooms are quintessential
I am excited and humbled to be London.
the president of this awesome
organization. As I look back at Ken and Jackie McEwan have
been working hard to secure
the list of my predecessors, I
know I have huge shoes to fill. outstanding speakers on a range
But, I am working to do that. of topics. And, importantly,
we are having two parties at
A principle goal for this year the Dorchester, with great
is to emphasize the “internaentertainment, music, dancing,
tional” in the International
scrumptious food, and ample
Society of Barristers. So, we
drinks.

Future meetings

Kathleen Flynn Peterson
Minnesota

2017 Board of Governors
Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton

David D. Powell, Jr.

October 4-7, 2017

Ray Persons
Georgia

Colorado

LeAnn Sanders
Nevada

Stephen Wade
Maine

Christopher Wesierski
California

Staff
Administrative
Secretary & Editor
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

Administrative Secretary &
Editor Emeritus
John W. Reed
Michigan

are making
our inaugural
trip to another
continent
and going
to London
for our
next annual
meeting, set
Judy Barrasso
for April 15-19,
2018. Mark your calendars!

New Orleans, Louisiana

2018 Annual Meeting
The Dorchester
London, England

April 15-19, 2018
2019 Annual Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton,
Dove Mountain
Tuscon, Arizona

March 24-30, 2019

N e ws

Beyond the Dorchester,
London offers fantastic sites,
including the Middle Temple
Inn of Court, the Imperial
War Museum, Tate Modern
Art Museum and the West
End theatres. We will host
an off-site dinner at Gibson
Hall, a magnificent former
banking hall in the heart of
the original city, and there
will be a free night to plan
your own adventures. For
those seeking further activities
with our fellows, an after
trip to St Andrews, Scotland,
is available. Be looking to
register in early September.

Another ISOB goal is to
have a more internationally
diverse membership. At our
annual meeting in Cancún in
March, the board approved
the nominations of several
candidates from the London
area. We hope that the newly
selected fellows will be
inducted at the London meeting
and will mark a renewal of our
continued on page 5
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The International Society of
Barristers has created an
annual lectureship to honor
John W. Reed, Thomas M.
Cooley Professor of Law
Emeritus at the University
of Michigan Law School
and retired Wayne State
University Law School
dean. On March 24, Michigan State Supreme Court
Justice Bridget McCormack
delivered the inaugural
John Reed Lecture at the
ISOB’s 2017 meeting.
Titled “The Forensic Science Frontier: It’s up to the
Lawyers,” the lecture drew

on McCormack’s extensive
involvement with studies
of the validity of forensic
evidence. Reed became
an academic fellow of the
society in 1978 and served
as administrative secretary
and editor of its journal,
Quarterly, from 1979 to
2010. For the last 20 years
of his tenure in the society,
Professor Reed gave the
concluding speech at each
annual convention, urging
the fellows on to a sense of
high purpose.
— State Bar of Michigan
more news on page 2
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Who knew? Getting to know the 2017 inductees

Front row, left to right: Sherry
Knutson (Illinois); Tom Rhodes
(Texas); Angelo Patacca (Florida);
Leslie Packer (North Carolina);
Larry Rogers Jr. (Illinois); Todd
Gardner (Washington); Pam Andrews
(Washington)
Middle row, left to right: Jim
Swanson (Louisiana); Chris
Messerly (Minnesota); Emile Banks
(Wisconsin); Buck Cire (Texas);
Robert David (Louisiana); Minor
Pipes (Louisiana); Dinyar Marzban
(British Columbia); Peter Schmit
(Minnesota)
Back row, left to right: Mike
Prangle (Illinois); Ryan Langley
(South Carolina); Steven Maher
(Florida); Scott McLaren (Florida);
Brandon Thompson (Minnesota);
Colin Carruthers (New Zealand);
Bob Cooper (British Columbia); John
Uustal (Florida); Tad Griffin (Florida)

Pam Andrews: Over the past 31 years, my
husband Tad and I have adopted 10 rescue
dogs: one deaf; one so timid she would not
walk; one who had lost her hair from anxiety over her prior living conditions; three
with cancer; all with endless personality.

Ryan Langley: I am passionate about
really good food and wild game, which
motivates a love for hunting, vegetable
gardening and cooking.

Peter Schmit: I grew up on a small dairy
farm in Northern Minnestsoa, where, as
the youngest of eight kids, had the daily
task of helping milk cows at 6am and 6pm
Monday through Sunday. Law is easy
compared to that.

Steven Maher: I enjoy golf, traveling
with my wife, Wendy, reading, listening to
Brandon Thompson: I love the mountains
Emile Banks: I am the first assistant pastor music and cycling.
(despite the lack of them in Minnesota),
of a mega church, Christian Faith Fellowand have been to the highest point of each
ship Church, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Dinyar Marzban: My interests are road
of the 50 states.
cycling, sculling and trap shooting.
Colin Carruthers: I run a vineyard and
winery located just outside Martinborough, Scott McLaren: I enjoy bird hunting, fish- John Uustal: I like the beach in Fort
Lauderdale, the St. Lawrence River, and
New Zealand, producing primarily Pinot
ing and skiing and would enjoy golf, but
anywhere in Italy.
Noir, but also Pinot Gris, Chardonnay,
for the part about keeping score.
Chenin Blanc, Syrah and Viognier, marketed under the label “Te Muna Valley.”
Chris Messerly: I am married to my high
school sweetheart, Joanne, and I am an
George Cire: I am an avid outdoorsman
Ironman triathlete and hockey player, and I
ews of Note
— fishing, hunting, surfing — and I make restore old cars.
continued from page 1
custom fishing rods.
On April 12, John Hunter Q.C., a
Leslie Packer: Now that we are empty
fellow since 2006, was appointed
Robert Cooper: I like to do anything out- nesters, my husband and I enjoy going on
directly to the Court of Appeal of
doors in the mountains of British Colum- long walks with our dog, and I am conBritish Columbia. Called to the bars
bia.
stantly challenged to come up with new
of British Columbia, the Yukon and
recipes to use the vegetables and herbs we
Ontario, Justice Hunter regularly
Todd Gardner: I enjoy skiing, playing
grow in our garden.
appeared before the Supreme Court
golf, being out on the water and doing just
of Canada, including his noted apabout anything with Polly, our boys and
Angelo Patacca: I enjoy long-distance
pointment as an amicus curiae in the
other family and friends.
motorcycle adventures, Brazilian jiu jitsu,
2014 Senate Reform Reference. His
and helping coach my sons’ high school
recent trial work included Henry v.
David Glover: I am a proud father of
lacrosse teams.
British Columbia (Attorney General)
6-year-old Olivia and 3-year-old Lilly and
in which he represented the provthe prouder husband of Theresa; we enjoy H. Minor Pipes III: I travel, read and play
ince of British Columbia in a claim
hiking, biking, floating rivers, swimming
tennis — chasing my three sons through
brought by a plaintiff arising out of his
and being with each other and with friends. most of them.
wrongful conviction and incarceration
for 27 years. Hunter taught National
Tad Griffin: In the summers, our family
J. Thomas Rhodes III: I really enjoy fishJudicial Institute programs on judicial
ing and bird hunting.
golfs and hikes together in Colorado.
decision-making and judicial ethics.
He served as president of the Law
Society of British Columbia and of
Sherry Knutson: I spend as much time as Larry Rogers Jr.: In my free time, I enjoy
the Federation of Law Societies of
being a volleyball dad, driving instructor,
I can at our log cabin in Indiana, where I
Canada.
enjoy outdoor activities: from bird-watch- horseback riding partner, and legal debater
— Submitted by Ken McEwan
ing to foraging to making apple cider on an with my four children.
old-fashioned press.

N
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The ISOB Foundation
From Joe Daly, president of the
foundation:

This year we made $50,000 in
grants of $10,000 each to five organizations: the National Institute for
Trial Advocacy (NITA) to fund the
International Society of Barristers
Spangenberg/Liber Scholarships to
NITA trial skills training programs;
the Center for Death Penalty Litigation to fund training for post-conviction death penalty lawyers; the
Innocence Network to fund training
at their annual meeting; and to
the Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC) in support of the Southeast
Immigrant Freedom Initiative (SIFI).
We are continually looking for new
organizations to support. If you
know of one whose work is consistent with the purposes set out in
our articles of incorporation, please
suggest their name to me.

Foundation
Executive
Committee

and professional representation, we
endeavor to win every meritorious
case brought on behalf of immigrants detained in the southeastern
United States — and to the extent
possible bonded or paroled immigrants who had been detained — as
a result of recent and anticipated
immigration enforcement.”

Thank you again for your support of
this important work. As you consider your charitable giving, please
include the foundation so that it
can not only continue its work, but
support even more worthy organizations advancing ISOB’s goals and
principles. You can easily donate in
honor of or in memory of colleagues
or friends as a way of acknowledging them and supporting the foundation’s work.

President

Joseph S. Daly
Nebraska

Vice President
Rebecca S. Thiem
North Dakota

Secretary/Treasurer
David S. Maring
North Dakota

Board of Governors
Robert Frazer Clark
Georgia

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

James K. Dorsett III
North Carolina

Robert M. Dowd
California

There are two ways to donate. You
can donate by credit card through
the website on the foundation’s page
Grantees value our work. A good
or you can send a check to the Interexample: “We deeply appreciate this national Society of Barristers Founspecial contribution for the Southdation at P.O. Box 21320, Durham,
east Immigrant Freedom Initiative
North Carolina 27703.
(SIFI),” said SPLC’s president, Richard Cohen.
Donations, of course, are fully tax
deductible and will be acknowlMr. Cohen, a former speaker at an
edged to you and to appropriate
annual meeting added, “Our attorothers, if made in honor of or in
neys are working with pro-bono
memory of someone.
counsel to ensure that every immigrant swept up in a raid in the
Thank for the honor and privilege to
Southeast has legal counsel. By
serve as your president of this great
providing aggressive, high-quality,
foundation.
Nöel Ferris

Dec. 21, 1948 - May 21, 2017
Nöel, of Sacramento, California, met her
husband, Parker, also an ISOB fellow, while
in law school. She was president of the
International Academy of Trial lawyers, a
consumate advocate and committed to the
prevention of human trafficking.

We remember
Bradford M. “Buck” Gearinger
Nov. 17, 1940 - May 30, 2017

Buck, of Akron, Ohio, was a major in the Marine
Corps and won the Akron Bar Association’s Professionalism Award during his years of practice.
His wife, Paula, survives him.

James J. Ormiston
Texas

Lance Sears
Colorado

William R. Sieben
Minnesota

William B. Smith
California

Timothy S. Trecek
Wisconsin

Staff
executive secretary
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

William T. Robinson III
Dec. 6, 1945 - May 9, 2017

Bill, of Lexington, Kentucky, was the
135th President of the American Bar
Association and is survived by his wife,
Joan, and his extended family.

Please contact the society at beskind@law.duke.edu if you know of a fellow who has passed away.
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Prosecuting the infamous underwear bomber case
Let me tell you about Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, who came in on Christmas Day
to Detroit on a plane with a bomb. He was
sent by Al-Qaeda to destroy the aircraft. He
failed, was arrested when he landed, and that
touched off a massive federal investigation ...
It was the largest investigation I’ve ever been
involved in. And certainly the most fascinating case I’ve ever been involved in.

... often times I hear people say to me in
talking about terrorism that their perception
of a suicide bomber is somebody who is not
well-educated, poor, and doesn’t really know
what they’re doing, maybe was brainwashed
into doing it. That type of description certainly does not fit Abdulmutallab, and I think it
really doesn’t fit many of the suicide bombers
... Mr. Abdulmutallab was from one of the
wealthiest families in Nigeria. ... He was also
highly educated. ...
And the mission that Al-Qaeda developed
was that Abdulmutallab would destroy a U.S.
airliner. That was the key; it had to be a U.S.
airliner, and it had to be over American soil.
Every other detail was left to him. ...

Abdulmutallab is on the plane and he goes
to the bathroom where he stays for about 20
minutes. And what he does in the bathroom
is he engages in a cleansing. He puts perfume
on himself ... he’s preparing to go to heaven.
So and he really, really overdoes it with the
perfume, in fact many of the witnesses on

the plane recalled the smell of perfume as
he walked back from the bathroom. .... He returns to his seat. He pulls a blanket up to his
chin and around his head and then he goes
into his pants where the bomb was hidden
and he depresses the plunger on the syringe,
which initiates the explosion. ...

I don’t know if you all do this, but when I
have a big, complicated case, I sometimes
will assign memory aids to witnesses, maybe
a quality about that witness; I’ll give them a
nickname Well,
we did that
in this case,
because we interviewed this
gentleman and
he told us that
when Abdulmutallab pulled that blanket up and initiated
the bomb, he turned to Abdulmutallab when
he saw the fire and he said, “Dude, your pants
are on fire.” ... It’s true. It’s true. So we called
him Dude. ...

“the most
fascinating case
I’ve ever been
involved in.”

So the passengers, they subdue Abdulmutallab, they extinguish the fire. ... [T]hey moved
him up to business class ... And he is seated
in a seat right across from a flight attendant
... And she said to him, “What did you have?”
And he ignored her at first, ... so she said,
“No, I said to you, what did you have?” And
he said, “Explosive device.” ... [W]e love this
piece of evidence because the federal statute

that we charged him with, the exact wording
in the statute is “explosive device.” ...
After the attack, Al-Qaeda released a video of
Abdulmutallab where Al-Qaeda took credit
for the attack. They talked about how the
bomb had defeated Western security, which
is a big selling point for them; they talked
about the defendant himself, kind of lionizing
him and encouraging others to be like him ...

And the legacy of this case I just want to
touch on briefly ... It’s much, much harder when the potential attacker is a lonely,
distraught, young man living in his parent’s
basement who has no previous contact with
law enforcement ... decides to pick up a gun,
or ... simply drives a vehicle into a busy university and steps out with a knife and starts
stabbing people. That is a much, much more
difficult problem for the FBI to handle. And
they’re in a situation where even one failure
is a failure for the FBI. ... Terrorists are in a
completely different position. They can fail
99 percent of the time, but if they just get one
it’s a success, and the bomb doesn’t even have
to fully function for them to have a success.
The FBI is just the opposite. So they have a
tremendously difficult job ahead of them.

Michael C. Martin has been an assistant U.S.
attorney in the Eastern district of Michigan since
2008. He’s assigned to the office’s National Security Unit, where he prosecutes terrorism, espionage, and other national security crimes. This
article is excerpted from his talk at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a
future issue of the ISOB Quarterly.

Cutting edge of fetal surgery, gene therapy
I’m really excited to talk about something that
I’m super passionate about and that’s treating
the unborn patient. … I want to tackle two
giant topics: One is in utero fetal surgery and
the other one is gene therapy. Widely divergent topics but two very important topics. I
want to hit on gene therapy because we have a
gene therapy lab. We’ve had a pretty significant breakthrough last year and I think that
gene therapy has the potential to not only cure
disease locally and regionally but nationally
Brad Feltis
and internationally, and gene therapy might
be one of the keys to rescuing the healthcare crisis that we have
worldwide. …

This family came to us, they actually came to us eight years ago
and they had a bad problem. They were happy that they were
pregnant with twins. .... They were very sad to find out that their
twins had something called Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome.
… they share a placenta. … In Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome, ... there becomes an imbalance in blood flow between the
two twins. One twin acts as the donor twin. He donates blood
volume to the recipient twin, and so this baby gets really big. His
gestational sac gets really big because he’s trying to get rid of that
volume by making urine. This baby goes into horrible kidney failure. This baby goes into horrible heart failure and left untreated,
95 percent of these babies die before 24 weeks. … These babies
have a bad, bad problem with very few options until about a de-
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cade ago when medical device technology and optics technology
had finally advanced to a point where we could start really doing
things inside the womb.

Operating with tiny cameras and tiny equipment is called fetoscopic surgery and so people have known for the last generation
that if you could figure out a way to disrupt those blood vessels,
to disrupt those communications between the babies, then you
could potentially treat the disease … We need to track the blood
vessels going from one baby to the other … Once we do that, we
introduce a 600 nanometer laser fiber. This is called a diode laser.
It fires under water and you cauterize or cook these blood vessels.
This is the tricky part of the case. You have to hold this probe
right next to the blood vessel without touching it because the
babies only have about half an ounce of circulating blood volume
and they can hemorrhage to death real quick if you rupture one
of those blood vessels. … We turn the placenta into essentially
two separate halves. Each of the babies has their own half of the
placenta and then the disease process reverses itself. … So these
are babies that wouldn’t have lived before and now you get the
best Christmas picture of all time...
So what is fetal surgery? So it’s a new field. … You can do an
open fetal surgery to expose some or all of the baby, do an operation on the baby, put the baby back in and have the pregnancy
continue. Up until a few years ago, the only indication for open
fetal surgery was for lethal problems because it’s a big deal …
continued on page 5

Thank you, Cindy

When the offices of the ISOB
moved from Ann Arbor,
Michigan, to Durham, North
Carolina, on John Reeds’
retirement, I reached out to
the most qualified person I
knew to handle our finances.
That person was Cindy
Henry, who had handled the
books of my former law firm.
For the past six years, Cindy
has been comptroller for
the society and foundation.
Her work has been perfect
— literally, perfect. Every

account has balanced to the
penny. And she has been a
wonderful colleague. We bid
Cindy goodbye as she moves
to the North Carolina coast
and thank her for her great
work.

Nicole Satterwhite will
be our new comptroller.
Please contact her with any
questions about finances,
billing or foundation
donations.
— Don Beskind

Mission stateMent

Membership in the International Society
of Barristers is extended to advocates
of exceptional talent whose qualities,
including integrity, honor and collegiality,
embody the spirit of the true professional.
Membership is by invitation only after
a rigorous screening process involving
lawyers and judges to identify trial lawyers
who meet its standards.
The society nurtures excellence and
professionalism in advocacy by its recognition of members’ achievements and
providing an opportunity for them, and
their spouses and guests, to meet and
find renewal of spirit in the company of
others who have traveled a similar road.
Its annual convention combines presen-

Submissions wanted

We want you. Or
ethics. Works that
more specifically,
have been previwe want what you
ously published
have written. If
are fine if the
you have aucopyright holder
thored something
consents and the
you think would
publication was
be suitable for
not such that our
our Quarterly,
members would
please submit it
have already seen
for consideration.
the work.
Past publications
have included fellows’
Send your submissions to
prose and poetry on topics Don Beskind at beskind@
from baseball to legal
law.duke.edu

tations, extraordinary in their quality and
diversity, that include topics drawn from
the arts, politics, science and other areas
of interest to lawyers and nonlawyers
alike with a broad range of social and
recreational activities. Barristers have no
rank or privilege among them and gather
annually to renew old friendships and to
make new ones. The society publishes a
quarterly journal of topics covered at the
meeting and otherwise of interest to its
members.
Through the ISOB, the society supports
the work of other organizations whose
endeavors are consistent with the society’s support of excellence and advocacy
under the adversarial system.

Fetal surgery, gene therapy
continued from page 4

[O]pen fetal surgery really hit a milestone
a few years ago when this randomized trial
was performed and this is for a repair of
myelomeningocele also called spina bifida.
… We make an incision in the uterus to
expose the baby and then we do an operation on the baby. … We don’t want to bring
the baby out of the uterus for this. We want
to manipulate the baby as little as possible.
We want to float the baby up to where we
make our incision in the uterus and then we
want to fix the baby and then tuck the baby
back in. … We haven’t cured the disease
but we’ve dramatically reduced the effects
of the disease and that’s what our goal is
for these surgeries. …
Our research focus is ex vivo gene therapy.
... Within a few years, we’re going to do
in utero gene therapy. We will be able to
give genes to the developing babies that

they’re missing and ultimately we want to
do gene correction…with the new technology .... [y]ou can specifically target exactly
where in the genome you’re missing a gene
and you can put it back. We have a lot of
single gene disorders ... like sickle cell
anemia, cystic fibrosis... If you can put the
defective gene back where it belongs, you
can cure a disease. We can do this in the
laboratory and we’re very, very close to
doing it in humans. … I think the potential
of gene therapy for the human population
is tremendous in both reducing disease but
really taking a lot of the heavy burden off
of the healthcare system.

Brad A. Feltis, M.D., PhD., is one of the world’s
few pediatric surgeons specializing in diagnosing
and treating anomalies in developing babies still
in the womb. This article is excerpted from his remarks at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a future issue of the ISOB
Quarterly.

Nominations

The rhythm of life for the ISOB is
the retirement of older fellows and
the nominations of new ones. If
you are interested in submitting
a nomination, log into the ISOB
website and click on the “Nominate”
tab and select the sub-tab of “How
to Nominate.”
If you have questions, contact Don
Beskind at beskind@law.duke.edu
or (919) 612-3955.
All qualified candidates will be
considered but we are particularly
interested in receiving nominations
of younger, female and more
diverse candidates.

President’s letter
continued from page 1

relationship with the English bar.
Third, be on the lookout for competent,
experienced trial lawyers to nominate to
join ISOB. Contact your state chair or Don
Beskind, our administrative secretary.
Lastly, I want to remind our fellows of the
great work our foundation is doing. Last
year the foundation awarded grants to
organizations who support ISOB’s mission
of encouraging advocacy in the adversary
system and retention of trial by jury.
I look forward to seeing many of you in
London. In the meantime, please send
your ideas, suggestions and nominations
for new fellows.
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Cancún, Mexico
2017

Annual Meeting

Larry Rogers Jr. and family with Tom Rhodes, right

Left to right: John and Jennifer Uustal and Mike Prangle

Dan and Sharon Baradat

Left to right: Scott Costantino, Gisela and Tad Griffin
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Fellows, guests enjoy Yucatán hospitality

Barristers, spouses, family, and guests gathered in March
at the Ritz-Carlton in Cancún for the 2017 Annual Meeting
planned to perfection by Dan and Sharon Baradat. More
than six days with perfect weather – for which the Baradats take full credit – we inducted 24 new fellows, including one who joined us from New Zealand; had meetings
of the society’s board of governors, the foundation’s board
of governors, and state chairs; heard from nine speakers;
enjoyed the company of other fellows and guests at dinners with live music; and partook of the wonderful activities available in this magnificent part of Mexico.

Speakers were selected by Tom and Maria Cranmer. Four
covered legal topics of general interest. Justice Bridget M.
McCormack from the Michigan Supreme Court gave the
inaugural John Reed professionalism lecture on the work
being done to eliminate junk science in criminal cases.
Rob Cary, who represented the late Sen. Ted Stevens,
spoke about Stevens’ wrongful conviction. Michael Martin
spoke about his role in prosecuting the “underwear bomber.” And Jess Bravin, from The Wall Street Journal, shared
his reporting on the Guantanamo terror courts. Other
speakers ran a fascinating gamut. At one ethereal extreme was famed chef, Jimmy Schmidt of the Rattlesnake

Grill, speaking on the intersection of natural nutrition and flavor.
While at the other extreme, Peter Morey enlightened us about
NASA’s upcoming James Webb space telescope. In between, Karl
Taube told tales of recent excavations at Chichen Itza. Dr. Brad
Feltis updated us on developments in fetal surgery and gene treatments, and the ever-popular Will Durst hit new heights of political
satire with the “The New Abnormal.”
Activities included a trip to the Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza, an
underground cave tour of the Río Secreto and a water jungle safari
as well as deep-sea fishing, sailing, snorkeling, cooking classes
and golf at several local courses. A big barristers thank you to Dan,
Sharon, Tom and Maria for making it a special week.

Top right: John Reed, our resident party animal
Above: Dancing to Liquid Blue
Left: Welcome reception and dinner, South Pool and Courtyard
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London calling

Save the date for the next annual meeting

April 15-19, 2018
Join us for our
first overseas
meeting, in London,
England. Fellows
will be staying at
The Dorchester
in the Mayfair
area near Hyde
Park. Outstanding
speakers, food and
entertainment
await. We will see
you there!

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE

Letter from president
future meetings
prosecuting the underwear bomber
treating the unborn patient
2017 inductees
we remember
news of note
update from cancún board meeting

If you need anything from the Barristers, contact:

Prof. Donald H. Beskind
(919) 613-7085
beskind@law.duke.edu

Send dues payment and foundation donations to:

International Society of Barristers
Post Office Box 21320
Durham, NC 27703
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The Newsletter of the International Society of Barristers

Executive committee
President

Judy Barrasso
Louisiana

First Vice-President
Harry H. Schneider Jr.
Washington

Second Vice-President
Thomas W. Cranmer
Michigan

Secretary Treasurer
J. Kenneth McEwan
British Columbia

Immediate Past President
Daniel R. Baradat
California

Board of Governors
Peter Brodhead
Ohio

Steve Bruckner
Nebraska

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

Maxon Davis
Montana

James P. Frickleton
Kansas

Kevin Krist
Texas

Stephen H. Kupperman
Louisiana

Kathleen Lang
Michigan

Bruce A. Montoya
Colorado

Summer greetings from The Big Easy
Greetings from New Orleans
where our sultry summer
is in full swing. I hope you
enjoy reading The Crier,
the International Society of
Barristers’ new publication.
We are very excited about its
launch. Through The Crier,
we hope to keep our members
up to date about meetings
and activities. The Crier also
provides a means to more often
communicate with our fellows.

We will be hosted by the
fabulous Dorchester Hotel, in
As with any new publication, the Mayfair area across from
Hyde Park. The Dorchester
we expect to tweak it going
boasts newly renovated
forward and welcome your
feedback to help us publish a rooms, and its flower-filled
Promenade, common areas and
user-friendly product.
ballrooms are quintessential
I am excited and humbled to be London.
the president of this awesome
organization. As I look back at Ken and Jackie McEwan have
been working hard to secure
the list of my predecessors, I
know I have huge shoes to fill. outstanding speakers on a range
But, I am working to do that. of topics. And, importantly,
we are having two parties at
A principle goal for this year the Dorchester, with great
is to emphasize the “internaentertainment, music, dancing,
tional” in the International
scrumptious food, and ample
Society of Barristers. So, we
drinks.

Future meetings

Kathleen Flynn Peterson
Minnesota

2017 Board of Governors
Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton

David D. Powell, Jr.

October 4-7, 2017

Ray Persons
Georgia

Colorado

LeAnn Sanders
Nevada

Stephen Wade
Maine

Christopher Wesierski
California

Staff
Administrative
Secretary & Editor
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

Administrative Secretary &
Editor Emeritus
John W. Reed
Michigan

are making
our inaugural
trip to another
continent
and going
to London
for our
next annual
meeting, set
Judy Barrasso
for April 15-19,
2018. Mark your calendars!

New Orleans, Louisiana

2018 Annual Meeting
The Dorchester
London, England

April 15-19, 2018
2019 Annual Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton,
Dove Mountain
Tuscon, Arizona

March 24-30, 2019

N e ws

Beyond the Dorchester,
London offers fantastic sites,
including the Middle Temple
Inn of Court, the Imperial
War Museum, Tate Modern
Art Museum and the West
End theatres. We will host
an off-site dinner at Gibson
Hall, a magnificent former
banking hall in the heart of
the original city, and there
will be a free night to plan
your own adventures. For
those seeking further activities
with our fellows, an after
trip to St Andrews, Scotland,
is available. Be looking to
register in early September.

Another ISOB goal is to
have a more internationally
diverse membership. At our
annual meeting in Cancún in
March, the board approved
the nominations of several
candidates from the London
area. We hope that the newly
selected fellows will be
inducted at the London meeting
and will mark a renewal of our
continued on page 5
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The International Society of
Barristers has created an
annual lectureship to honor
John W. Reed, Thomas M.
Cooley Professor of Law
Emeritus at the University
of Michigan Law School
and retired Wayne State
University Law School
dean. On March 24, Michigan State Supreme Court
Justice Bridget McCormack
delivered the inaugural
John Reed Lecture at the
ISOB’s 2017 meeting.
Titled “The Forensic Science Frontier: It’s up to the
Lawyers,” the lecture drew

on McCormack’s extensive
involvement with studies
of the validity of forensic
evidence. Reed became
an academic fellow of the
society in 1978 and served
as administrative secretary
and editor of its journal,
Quarterly, from 1979 to
2010. For the last 20 years
of his tenure in the society,
Professor Reed gave the
concluding speech at each
annual convention, urging
the fellows on to a sense of
high purpose.
— State Bar of Michigan
more news on page 2
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Who knew? Getting to know the 2017 inductees

Front row, left to right: Sherry
Knutson (Illinois); Tom Rhodes
(Texas); Angelo Patacca (Florida);
Leslie Packer (North Carolina);
Larry Rogers Jr. (Illinois); Todd
Gardner (Washington); Pam Andrews
(Washington)
Middle row, left to right: Jim
Swanson (Louisiana); Chris
Messerly (Minnesota); Emile Banks
(Wisconsin); Buck Cire (Texas);
Robert David (Louisiana); Minor
Pipes (Louisiana); Dinyar Marzban
(British Columbia); Peter Schmit
(Minnesota)
Back row, left to right: Mike
Prangle (Illinois); Ryan Langley
(South Carolina); Steven Maher
(Florida); Scott McLaren (Florida);
Brandon Thompson (Minnesota);
Colin Carruthers (New Zealand);
Bob Cooper (British Columbia); John
Uustal (Florida); Tad Griffin (Florida)

Pam Andrews: Over the past 31 years, my
husband Tad and I have adopted 10 rescue
dogs: one deaf; one so timid she would not
walk; one who had lost her hair from anxiety over her prior living conditions; three
with cancer; all with endless personality.

Ryan Langley: I am passionate about
really good food and wild game, which
motivates a love for hunting, vegetable
gardening and cooking.

Peter Schmit: I grew up on a small dairy
farm in Northern Minnestsoa, where, as
the youngest of eight kids, had the daily
task of helping milk cows at 6am and 6pm
Monday through Sunday. Law is easy
compared to that.

Steven Maher: I enjoy golf, traveling
with my wife, Wendy, reading, listening to
Brandon Thompson: I love the mountains
Emile Banks: I am the first assistant pastor music and cycling.
(despite the lack of them in Minnesota),
of a mega church, Christian Faith Fellowand have been to the highest point of each
ship Church, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Dinyar Marzban: My interests are road
of the 50 states.
cycling, sculling and trap shooting.
Colin Carruthers: I run a vineyard and
winery located just outside Martinborough, Scott McLaren: I enjoy bird hunting, fish- John Uustal: I like the beach in Fort
Lauderdale, the St. Lawrence River, and
New Zealand, producing primarily Pinot
ing and skiing and would enjoy golf, but
anywhere in Italy.
Noir, but also Pinot Gris, Chardonnay,
for the part about keeping score.
Chenin Blanc, Syrah and Viognier, marketed under the label “Te Muna Valley.”
Chris Messerly: I am married to my high
school sweetheart, Joanne, and I am an
George Cire: I am an avid outdoorsman
Ironman triathlete and hockey player, and I
ews of Note
— fishing, hunting, surfing — and I make restore old cars.
continued from page 1
custom fishing rods.
On April 12, John Hunter Q.C., a
Leslie Packer: Now that we are empty
fellow since 2006, was appointed
Robert Cooper: I like to do anything out- nesters, my husband and I enjoy going on
directly to the Court of Appeal of
doors in the mountains of British Colum- long walks with our dog, and I am conBritish Columbia. Called to the bars
bia.
stantly challenged to come up with new
of British Columbia, the Yukon and
recipes to use the vegetables and herbs we
Ontario, Justice Hunter regularly
Todd Gardner: I enjoy skiing, playing
grow in our garden.
appeared before the Supreme Court
golf, being out on the water and doing just
of Canada, including his noted apabout anything with Polly, our boys and
Angelo Patacca: I enjoy long-distance
pointment as an amicus curiae in the
other family and friends.
motorcycle adventures, Brazilian jiu jitsu,
2014 Senate Reform Reference. His
and helping coach my sons’ high school
recent trial work included Henry v.
David Glover: I am a proud father of
lacrosse teams.
British Columbia (Attorney General)
6-year-old Olivia and 3-year-old Lilly and
in which he represented the provthe prouder husband of Theresa; we enjoy H. Minor Pipes III: I travel, read and play
ince of British Columbia in a claim
hiking, biking, floating rivers, swimming
tennis — chasing my three sons through
brought by a plaintiff arising out of his
and being with each other and with friends. most of them.
wrongful conviction and incarceration
for 27 years. Hunter taught National
Tad Griffin: In the summers, our family
J. Thomas Rhodes III: I really enjoy fishJudicial Institute programs on judicial
ing and bird hunting.
golfs and hikes together in Colorado.
decision-making and judicial ethics.
He served as president of the Law
Society of British Columbia and of
Sherry Knutson: I spend as much time as Larry Rogers Jr.: In my free time, I enjoy
the Federation of Law Societies of
being a volleyball dad, driving instructor,
I can at our log cabin in Indiana, where I
Canada.
enjoy outdoor activities: from bird-watch- horseback riding partner, and legal debater
— Submitted by Ken McEwan
ing to foraging to making apple cider on an with my four children.
old-fashioned press.

N
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The ISOB Foundation
From Joe Daly, president of the
foundation:

This year we made $50,000 in
grants of $10,000 each to five organizations: the National Institute for
Trial Advocacy (NITA) to fund the
International Society of Barristers
Spangenberg/Liber Scholarships to
NITA trial skills training programs;
the Center for Death Penalty Litigation to fund training for post-conviction death penalty lawyers; the
Innocence Network to fund training
at their annual meeting; and to
the Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC) in support of the Southeast
Immigrant Freedom Initiative (SIFI).
We are continually looking for new
organizations to support. If you
know of one whose work is consistent with the purposes set out in
our articles of incorporation, please
suggest their name to me.

Foundation
Executive
Committee

and professional representation, we
endeavor to win every meritorious
case brought on behalf of immigrants detained in the southeastern
United States — and to the extent
possible bonded or paroled immigrants who had been detained — as
a result of recent and anticipated
immigration enforcement.”

Thank you again for your support of
this important work. As you consider your charitable giving, please
include the foundation so that it
can not only continue its work, but
support even more worthy organizations advancing ISOB’s goals and
principles. You can easily donate in
honor of or in memory of colleagues
or friends as a way of acknowledging them and supporting the foundation’s work.

President

Joseph S. Daly
Nebraska

Vice President
Rebecca S. Thiem
North Dakota

Secretary/Treasurer
David S. Maring
North Dakota

Board of Governors
Robert Frazer Clark
Georgia

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

James K. Dorsett III
North Carolina

Robert M. Dowd
California

There are two ways to donate. You
can donate by credit card through
the website on the foundation’s page
Grantees value our work. A good
or you can send a check to the Interexample: “We deeply appreciate this national Society of Barristers Founspecial contribution for the Southdation at P.O. Box 21320, Durham,
east Immigrant Freedom Initiative
North Carolina 27703.
(SIFI),” said SPLC’s president, Richard Cohen.
Donations, of course, are fully tax
deductible and will be acknowlMr. Cohen, a former speaker at an
edged to you and to appropriate
annual meeting added, “Our attorothers, if made in honor of or in
neys are working with pro-bono
memory of someone.
counsel to ensure that every immigrant swept up in a raid in the
Thank for the honor and privilege to
Southeast has legal counsel. By
serve as your president of this great
providing aggressive, high-quality,
foundation.
Nöel Ferris

Dec. 21, 1948 - May 21, 2017
Nöel, of Sacramento, California, met her
husband, Parker, also an ISOB fellow, while
in law school. She was president of the
International Academy of Trial lawyers, a
consumate advocate and committed to the
prevention of human trafficking.

We remember
Bradford M. “Buck” Gearinger
Nov. 17, 1940 - May 30, 2017

Buck, of Akron, Ohio, was a major in the Marine
Corps and won the Akron Bar Association’s Professionalism Award during his years of practice.
His wife, Paula, survives him.

James J. Ormiston
Texas

Lance Sears
Colorado

William R. Sieben
Minnesota

William B. Smith
California

Timothy S. Trecek
Wisconsin

Staff
executive secretary
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

William T. Robinson III
Dec. 6, 1945 - May 9, 2017

Bill, of Lexington, Kentucky, was the
135th President of the American Bar
Association and is survived by his wife,
Joan, and his extended family.

Please contact the society at beskind@law.duke.edu if you know of a fellow who has passed away.
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Prosecuting the infamous underwear bomber case
Let me tell you about Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, who came in on Christmas Day
to Detroit on a plane with a bomb. He was
sent by Al-Qaeda to destroy the aircraft. He
failed, was arrested when he landed, and that
touched off a massive federal investigation ...
It was the largest investigation I’ve ever been
involved in. And certainly the most fascinating case I’ve ever been involved in.

... often times I hear people say to me in
talking about terrorism that their perception
of a suicide bomber is somebody who is not
well-educated, poor, and doesn’t really know
what they’re doing, maybe was brainwashed
into doing it. That type of description certainly does not fit Abdulmutallab, and I think it
really doesn’t fit many of the suicide bombers
... Mr. Abdulmutallab was from one of the
wealthiest families in Nigeria. ... He was also
highly educated. ...
And the mission that Al-Qaeda developed
was that Abdulmutallab would destroy a U.S.
airliner. That was the key; it had to be a U.S.
airliner, and it had to be over American soil.
Every other detail was left to him. ...

Abdulmutallab is on the plane and he goes
to the bathroom where he stays for about 20
minutes. And what he does in the bathroom
is he engages in a cleansing. He puts perfume
on himself ... he’s preparing to go to heaven.
So and he really, really overdoes it with the
perfume, in fact many of the witnesses on

the plane recalled the smell of perfume as
he walked back from the bathroom. .... He returns to his seat. He pulls a blanket up to his
chin and around his head and then he goes
into his pants where the bomb was hidden
and he depresses the plunger on the syringe,
which initiates the explosion. ...

I don’t know if you all do this, but when I
have a big, complicated case, I sometimes
will assign memory aids to witnesses, maybe
a quality about that witness; I’ll give them a
nickname Well,
we did that
in this case,
because we interviewed this
gentleman and
he told us that
when Abdulmutallab pulled that blanket up and initiated
the bomb, he turned to Abdulmutallab when
he saw the fire and he said, “Dude, your pants
are on fire.” ... It’s true. It’s true. So we called
him Dude. ...

“the most
fascinating case
I’ve ever been
involved in.”

So the passengers, they subdue Abdulmutallab, they extinguish the fire. ... [T]hey moved
him up to business class ... And he is seated
in a seat right across from a flight attendant
... And she said to him, “What did you have?”
And he ignored her at first, ... so she said,
“No, I said to you, what did you have?” And
he said, “Explosive device.” ... [W]e love this
piece of evidence because the federal statute

that we charged him with, the exact wording
in the statute is “explosive device.” ...
After the attack, Al-Qaeda released a video of
Abdulmutallab where Al-Qaeda took credit
for the attack. They talked about how the
bomb had defeated Western security, which
is a big selling point for them; they talked
about the defendant himself, kind of lionizing
him and encouraging others to be like him ...

And the legacy of this case I just want to
touch on briefly ... It’s much, much harder when the potential attacker is a lonely,
distraught, young man living in his parent’s
basement who has no previous contact with
law enforcement ... decides to pick up a gun,
or ... simply drives a vehicle into a busy university and steps out with a knife and starts
stabbing people. That is a much, much more
difficult problem for the FBI to handle. And
they’re in a situation where even one failure
is a failure for the FBI. ... Terrorists are in a
completely different position. They can fail
99 percent of the time, but if they just get one
it’s a success, and the bomb doesn’t even have
to fully function for them to have a success.
The FBI is just the opposite. So they have a
tremendously difficult job ahead of them.

Michael C. Martin has been an assistant U.S.
attorney in the Eastern district of Michigan since
2008. He’s assigned to the office’s National Security Unit, where he prosecutes terrorism, espionage, and other national security crimes. This
article is excerpted from his talk at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a
future issue of the ISOB Quarterly.

Cutting edge of fetal surgery, gene therapy
I’m really excited to talk about something that
I’m super passionate about and that’s treating
the unborn patient. … I want to tackle two
giant topics: One is in utero fetal surgery and
the other one is gene therapy. Widely divergent topics but two very important topics. I
want to hit on gene therapy because we have a
gene therapy lab. We’ve had a pretty significant breakthrough last year and I think that
gene therapy has the potential to not only cure
disease locally and regionally but nationally
Brad Feltis
and internationally, and gene therapy might
be one of the keys to rescuing the healthcare crisis that we have
worldwide. …

This family came to us, they actually came to us eight years ago
and they had a bad problem. They were happy that they were
pregnant with twins. .... They were very sad to find out that their
twins had something called Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome.
… they share a placenta. … In Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome, ... there becomes an imbalance in blood flow between the
two twins. One twin acts as the donor twin. He donates blood
volume to the recipient twin, and so this baby gets really big. His
gestational sac gets really big because he’s trying to get rid of that
volume by making urine. This baby goes into horrible kidney failure. This baby goes into horrible heart failure and left untreated,
95 percent of these babies die before 24 weeks. … These babies
have a bad, bad problem with very few options until about a de-
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cade ago when medical device technology and optics technology
had finally advanced to a point where we could start really doing
things inside the womb.

Operating with tiny cameras and tiny equipment is called fetoscopic surgery and so people have known for the last generation
that if you could figure out a way to disrupt those blood vessels,
to disrupt those communications between the babies, then you
could potentially treat the disease … We need to track the blood
vessels going from one baby to the other … Once we do that, we
introduce a 600 nanometer laser fiber. This is called a diode laser.
It fires under water and you cauterize or cook these blood vessels.
This is the tricky part of the case. You have to hold this probe
right next to the blood vessel without touching it because the
babies only have about half an ounce of circulating blood volume
and they can hemorrhage to death real quick if you rupture one
of those blood vessels. … We turn the placenta into essentially
two separate halves. Each of the babies has their own half of the
placenta and then the disease process reverses itself. … So these
are babies that wouldn’t have lived before and now you get the
best Christmas picture of all time...
So what is fetal surgery? So it’s a new field. … You can do an
open fetal surgery to expose some or all of the baby, do an operation on the baby, put the baby back in and have the pregnancy
continue. Up until a few years ago, the only indication for open
fetal surgery was for lethal problems because it’s a big deal …
continued on page 5

Thank you, Cindy

When the offices of the ISOB
moved from Ann Arbor,
Michigan, to Durham, North
Carolina, on John Reeds’
retirement, I reached out to
the most qualified person I
knew to handle our finances.
That person was Cindy
Henry, who had handled the
books of my former law firm.
For the past six years, Cindy
has been comptroller for
the society and foundation.
Her work has been perfect
— literally, perfect. Every

account has balanced to the
penny. And she has been a
wonderful colleague. We bid
Cindy goodbye as she moves
to the North Carolina coast
and thank her for her great
work.

Nicole Satterwhite will
be our new comptroller.
Please contact her with any
questions about finances,
billing or foundation
donations.
— Don Beskind

Mission stateMent

Membership in the International Society
of Barristers is extended to advocates
of exceptional talent whose qualities,
including integrity, honor and collegiality,
embody the spirit of the true professional.
Membership is by invitation only after
a rigorous screening process involving
lawyers and judges to identify trial lawyers
who meet its standards.
The society nurtures excellence and
professionalism in advocacy by its recognition of members’ achievements and
providing an opportunity for them, and
their spouses and guests, to meet and
find renewal of spirit in the company of
others who have traveled a similar road.
Its annual convention combines presen-

Submissions wanted

We want you. Or
ethics. Works that
more specifically,
have been previwe want what you
ously published
have written. If
are fine if the
you have aucopyright holder
thored something
consents and the
you think would
publication was
be suitable for
not such that our
our Quarterly,
members would
please submit it
have already seen
for consideration.
the work.
Past publications
have included fellows’
Send your submissions to
prose and poetry on topics Don Beskind at beskind@
from baseball to legal
law.duke.edu

tations, extraordinary in their quality and
diversity, that include topics drawn from
the arts, politics, science and other areas
of interest to lawyers and nonlawyers
alike with a broad range of social and
recreational activities. Barristers have no
rank or privilege among them and gather
annually to renew old friendships and to
make new ones. The society publishes a
quarterly journal of topics covered at the
meeting and otherwise of interest to its
members.
Through the ISOB, the society supports
the work of other organizations whose
endeavors are consistent with the society’s support of excellence and advocacy
under the adversarial system.

Fetal surgery, gene therapy
continued from page 4

[O]pen fetal surgery really hit a milestone
a few years ago when this randomized trial
was performed and this is for a repair of
myelomeningocele also called spina bifida.
… We make an incision in the uterus to
expose the baby and then we do an operation on the baby. … We don’t want to bring
the baby out of the uterus for this. We want
to manipulate the baby as little as possible.
We want to float the baby up to where we
make our incision in the uterus and then we
want to fix the baby and then tuck the baby
back in. … We haven’t cured the disease
but we’ve dramatically reduced the effects
of the disease and that’s what our goal is
for these surgeries. …
Our research focus is ex vivo gene therapy.
... Within a few years, we’re going to do
in utero gene therapy. We will be able to
give genes to the developing babies that

they’re missing and ultimately we want to
do gene correction…with the new technology .... [y]ou can specifically target exactly
where in the genome you’re missing a gene
and you can put it back. We have a lot of
single gene disorders ... like sickle cell
anemia, cystic fibrosis... If you can put the
defective gene back where it belongs, you
can cure a disease. We can do this in the
laboratory and we’re very, very close to
doing it in humans. … I think the potential
of gene therapy for the human population
is tremendous in both reducing disease but
really taking a lot of the heavy burden off
of the healthcare system.

Brad A. Feltis, M.D., PhD., is one of the world’s
few pediatric surgeons specializing in diagnosing
and treating anomalies in developing babies still
in the womb. This article is excerpted from his remarks at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a future issue of the ISOB
Quarterly.

Nominations

The rhythm of life for the ISOB is
the retirement of older fellows and
the nominations of new ones. If
you are interested in submitting
a nomination, log into the ISOB
website and click on the “Nominate”
tab and select the sub-tab of “How
to Nominate.”
If you have questions, contact Don
Beskind at beskind@law.duke.edu
or (919) 612-3955.
All qualified candidates will be
considered but we are particularly
interested in receiving nominations
of younger, female and more
diverse candidates.

President’s letter
continued from page 1

relationship with the English bar.
Third, be on the lookout for competent,
experienced trial lawyers to nominate to
join ISOB. Contact your state chair or Don
Beskind, our administrative secretary.
Lastly, I want to remind our fellows of the
great work our foundation is doing. Last
year the foundation awarded grants to
organizations who support ISOB’s mission
of encouraging advocacy in the adversary
system and retention of trial by jury.
I look forward to seeing many of you in
London. In the meantime, please send
your ideas, suggestions and nominations
for new fellows.
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Cancún, Mexico
2017

Annual Meeting

Larry Rogers Jr. and family with Tom Rhodes, right

Left to right: John and Jennifer Uustal and Mike Prangle

Dan and Sharon Baradat

Left to right: Scott Costantino, Gisela and Tad Griffin
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Fellows, guests enjoy Yucatán hospitality

Barristers, spouses, family, and guests gathered in March
at the Ritz-Carlton in Cancún for the 2017 Annual Meeting
planned to perfection by Dan and Sharon Baradat. More
than six days with perfect weather – for which the Baradats take full credit – we inducted 24 new fellows, including one who joined us from New Zealand; had meetings
of the society’s board of governors, the foundation’s board
of governors, and state chairs; heard from nine speakers;
enjoyed the company of other fellows and guests at dinners with live music; and partook of the wonderful activities available in this magnificent part of Mexico.

Speakers were selected by Tom and Maria Cranmer. Four
covered legal topics of general interest. Justice Bridget M.
McCormack from the Michigan Supreme Court gave the
inaugural John Reed professionalism lecture on the work
being done to eliminate junk science in criminal cases.
Rob Cary, who represented the late Sen. Ted Stevens,
spoke about Stevens’ wrongful conviction. Michael Martin
spoke about his role in prosecuting the “underwear bomber.” And Jess Bravin, from The Wall Street Journal, shared
his reporting on the Guantanamo terror courts. Other
speakers ran a fascinating gamut. At one ethereal extreme was famed chef, Jimmy Schmidt of the Rattlesnake

Grill, speaking on the intersection of natural nutrition and flavor.
While at the other extreme, Peter Morey enlightened us about
NASA’s upcoming James Webb space telescope. In between, Karl
Taube told tales of recent excavations at Chichen Itza. Dr. Brad
Feltis updated us on developments in fetal surgery and gene treatments, and the ever-popular Will Durst hit new heights of political
satire with the “The New Abnormal.”
Activities included a trip to the Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza, an
underground cave tour of the Río Secreto and a water jungle safari
as well as deep-sea fishing, sailing, snorkeling, cooking classes
and golf at several local courses. A big barristers thank you to Dan,
Sharon, Tom and Maria for making it a special week.

Top right: John Reed, our resident party animal
Above: Dancing to Liquid Blue
Left: Welcome reception and dinner, South Pool and Courtyard
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London calling

Save the date for the next annual meeting

April 15-19, 2018
Join us for our
first overseas
meeting, in London,
England. Fellows
will be staying at
The Dorchester
in the Mayfair
area near Hyde
Park. Outstanding
speakers, food and
entertainment
await. We will see
you there!

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE

Letter from president
future meetings
prosecuting the underwear bomber
treating the unborn patient
2017 inductees
we remember
news of note
update from cancún board meeting

If you need anything from the Barristers, contact:

Prof. Donald H. Beskind
(919) 613-7085
beskind@law.duke.edu

Send dues payment and foundation donations to:

International Society of Barristers
Post Office Box 21320
Durham, NC 27703
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William J Hunt
150 Cambridgepark Dr Ste 9
Cambridge MA 02140-2370
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The Newsletter of the International Society of Barristers

Executive committee
President

Judy Barrasso
Louisiana

First Vice-President
Harry H. Schneider Jr.
Washington

Second Vice-President
Thomas W. Cranmer
Michigan

Secretary Treasurer
J. Kenneth McEwan
British Columbia

Immediate Past President
Daniel R. Baradat
California

Board of Governors
Peter Brodhead
Ohio

Steve Bruckner
Nebraska

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

Maxon Davis
Montana

James P. Frickleton
Kansas

Kevin Krist
Texas

Stephen H. Kupperman
Louisiana

Kathleen Lang
Michigan

Bruce A. Montoya
Colorado

Summer greetings from The Big Easy
Greetings from New Orleans
where our sultry summer
is in full swing. I hope you
enjoy reading The Crier,
the International Society of
Barristers’ new publication.
We are very excited about its
launch. Through The Crier,
we hope to keep our members
up to date about meetings
and activities. The Crier also
provides a means to more often
communicate with our fellows.

We will be hosted by the
fabulous Dorchester Hotel, in
As with any new publication, the Mayfair area across from
Hyde Park. The Dorchester
we expect to tweak it going
boasts newly renovated
forward and welcome your
feedback to help us publish a rooms, and its flower-filled
Promenade, common areas and
user-friendly product.
ballrooms are quintessential
I am excited and humbled to be London.
the president of this awesome
organization. As I look back at Ken and Jackie McEwan have
been working hard to secure
the list of my predecessors, I
know I have huge shoes to fill. outstanding speakers on a range
But, I am working to do that. of topics. And, importantly,
we are having two parties at
A principle goal for this year the Dorchester, with great
is to emphasize the “internaentertainment, music, dancing,
tional” in the International
scrumptious food, and ample
Society of Barristers. So, we
drinks.

Future meetings

Kathleen Flynn Peterson
Minnesota

2017 Board of Governors
Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton

David D. Powell, Jr.

October 4-7, 2017

Ray Persons
Georgia

Colorado

LeAnn Sanders
Nevada

Stephen Wade
Maine

Christopher Wesierski
California

Staff
Administrative
Secretary & Editor
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

Administrative Secretary &
Editor Emeritus
John W. Reed
Michigan

are making
our inaugural
trip to another
continent
and going
to London
for our
next annual
meeting, set
Judy Barrasso
for April 15-19,
2018. Mark your calendars!

New Orleans, Louisiana

2018 Annual Meeting
The Dorchester
London, England

April 15-19, 2018
2019 Annual Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton,
Dove Mountain
Tuscon, Arizona

March 24-30, 2019

N e ws

Beyond the Dorchester,
London offers fantastic sites,
including the Middle Temple
Inn of Court, the Imperial
War Museum, Tate Modern
Art Museum and the West
End theatres. We will host
an off-site dinner at Gibson
Hall, a magnificent former
banking hall in the heart of
the original city, and there
will be a free night to plan
your own adventures. For
those seeking further activities
with our fellows, an after
trip to St Andrews, Scotland,
is available. Be looking to
register in early September.

Another ISOB goal is to
have a more internationally
diverse membership. At our
annual meeting in Cancún in
March, the board approved
the nominations of several
candidates from the London
area. We hope that the newly
selected fellows will be
inducted at the London meeting
and will mark a renewal of our
continued on page 5
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The International Society of
Barristers has created an
annual lectureship to honor
John W. Reed, Thomas M.
Cooley Professor of Law
Emeritus at the University
of Michigan Law School
and retired Wayne State
University Law School
dean. On March 24, Michigan State Supreme Court
Justice Bridget McCormack
delivered the inaugural
John Reed Lecture at the
ISOB’s 2017 meeting.
Titled “The Forensic Science Frontier: It’s up to the
Lawyers,” the lecture drew

on McCormack’s extensive
involvement with studies
of the validity of forensic
evidence. Reed became
an academic fellow of the
society in 1978 and served
as administrative secretary
and editor of its journal,
Quarterly, from 1979 to
2010. For the last 20 years
of his tenure in the society,
Professor Reed gave the
concluding speech at each
annual convention, urging
the fellows on to a sense of
high purpose.
— State Bar of Michigan
more news on page 2
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Who knew? Getting to know the 2017 inductees

Front row, left to right: Sherry
Knutson (Illinois); Tom Rhodes
(Texas); Angelo Patacca (Florida);
Leslie Packer (North Carolina);
Larry Rogers Jr. (Illinois); Todd
Gardner (Washington); Pam Andrews
(Washington)
Middle row, left to right: Jim
Swanson (Louisiana); Chris
Messerly (Minnesota); Emile Banks
(Wisconsin); Buck Cire (Texas);
Robert David (Louisiana); Minor
Pipes (Louisiana); Dinyar Marzban
(British Columbia); Peter Schmit
(Minnesota)
Back row, left to right: Mike
Prangle (Illinois); Ryan Langley
(South Carolina); Steven Maher
(Florida); Scott McLaren (Florida);
Brandon Thompson (Minnesota);
Colin Carruthers (New Zealand);
Bob Cooper (British Columbia); John
Uustal (Florida); Tad Griffin (Florida)

Pam Andrews: Over the past 31 years, my
husband Tad and I have adopted 10 rescue
dogs: one deaf; one so timid she would not
walk; one who had lost her hair from anxiety over her prior living conditions; three
with cancer; all with endless personality.

Ryan Langley: I am passionate about
really good food and wild game, which
motivates a love for hunting, vegetable
gardening and cooking.

Peter Schmit: I grew up on a small dairy
farm in Northern Minnestsoa, where, as
the youngest of eight kids, had the daily
task of helping milk cows at 6am and 6pm
Monday through Sunday. Law is easy
compared to that.

Steven Maher: I enjoy golf, traveling
with my wife, Wendy, reading, listening to
Brandon Thompson: I love the mountains
Emile Banks: I am the first assistant pastor music and cycling.
(despite the lack of them in Minnesota),
of a mega church, Christian Faith Fellowand have been to the highest point of each
ship Church, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Dinyar Marzban: My interests are road
of the 50 states.
cycling, sculling and trap shooting.
Colin Carruthers: I run a vineyard and
winery located just outside Martinborough, Scott McLaren: I enjoy bird hunting, fish- John Uustal: I like the beach in Fort
Lauderdale, the St. Lawrence River, and
New Zealand, producing primarily Pinot
ing and skiing and would enjoy golf, but
anywhere in Italy.
Noir, but also Pinot Gris, Chardonnay,
for the part about keeping score.
Chenin Blanc, Syrah and Viognier, marketed under the label “Te Muna Valley.”
Chris Messerly: I am married to my high
school sweetheart, Joanne, and I am an
George Cire: I am an avid outdoorsman
Ironman triathlete and hockey player, and I
ews of Note
— fishing, hunting, surfing — and I make restore old cars.
continued from page 1
custom fishing rods.
On April 12, John Hunter Q.C., a
Leslie Packer: Now that we are empty
fellow since 2006, was appointed
Robert Cooper: I like to do anything out- nesters, my husband and I enjoy going on
directly to the Court of Appeal of
doors in the mountains of British Colum- long walks with our dog, and I am conBritish Columbia. Called to the bars
bia.
stantly challenged to come up with new
of British Columbia, the Yukon and
recipes to use the vegetables and herbs we
Ontario, Justice Hunter regularly
Todd Gardner: I enjoy skiing, playing
grow in our garden.
appeared before the Supreme Court
golf, being out on the water and doing just
of Canada, including his noted apabout anything with Polly, our boys and
Angelo Patacca: I enjoy long-distance
pointment as an amicus curiae in the
other family and friends.
motorcycle adventures, Brazilian jiu jitsu,
2014 Senate Reform Reference. His
and helping coach my sons’ high school
recent trial work included Henry v.
David Glover: I am a proud father of
lacrosse teams.
British Columbia (Attorney General)
6-year-old Olivia and 3-year-old Lilly and
in which he represented the provthe prouder husband of Theresa; we enjoy H. Minor Pipes III: I travel, read and play
ince of British Columbia in a claim
hiking, biking, floating rivers, swimming
tennis — chasing my three sons through
brought by a plaintiff arising out of his
and being with each other and with friends. most of them.
wrongful conviction and incarceration
for 27 years. Hunter taught National
Tad Griffin: In the summers, our family
J. Thomas Rhodes III: I really enjoy fishJudicial Institute programs on judicial
ing and bird hunting.
golfs and hikes together in Colorado.
decision-making and judicial ethics.
He served as president of the Law
Society of British Columbia and of
Sherry Knutson: I spend as much time as Larry Rogers Jr.: In my free time, I enjoy
the Federation of Law Societies of
being a volleyball dad, driving instructor,
I can at our log cabin in Indiana, where I
Canada.
enjoy outdoor activities: from bird-watch- horseback riding partner, and legal debater
— Submitted by Ken McEwan
ing to foraging to making apple cider on an with my four children.
old-fashioned press.

N
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The ISOB Foundation
From Joe Daly, president of the
foundation:

This year we made $50,000 in
grants of $10,000 each to five organizations: the National Institute for
Trial Advocacy (NITA) to fund the
International Society of Barristers
Spangenberg/Liber Scholarships to
NITA trial skills training programs;
the Center for Death Penalty Litigation to fund training for post-conviction death penalty lawyers; the
Innocence Network to fund training
at their annual meeting; and to
the Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC) in support of the Southeast
Immigrant Freedom Initiative (SIFI).
We are continually looking for new
organizations to support. If you
know of one whose work is consistent with the purposes set out in
our articles of incorporation, please
suggest their name to me.

Foundation
Executive
Committee

and professional representation, we
endeavor to win every meritorious
case brought on behalf of immigrants detained in the southeastern
United States — and to the extent
possible bonded or paroled immigrants who had been detained — as
a result of recent and anticipated
immigration enforcement.”

Thank you again for your support of
this important work. As you consider your charitable giving, please
include the foundation so that it
can not only continue its work, but
support even more worthy organizations advancing ISOB’s goals and
principles. You can easily donate in
honor of or in memory of colleagues
or friends as a way of acknowledging them and supporting the foundation’s work.

President

Joseph S. Daly
Nebraska

Vice President
Rebecca S. Thiem
North Dakota

Secretary/Treasurer
David S. Maring
North Dakota

Board of Governors
Robert Frazer Clark
Georgia

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

James K. Dorsett III
North Carolina

Robert M. Dowd
California

There are two ways to donate. You
can donate by credit card through
the website on the foundation’s page
Grantees value our work. A good
or you can send a check to the Interexample: “We deeply appreciate this national Society of Barristers Founspecial contribution for the Southdation at P.O. Box 21320, Durham,
east Immigrant Freedom Initiative
North Carolina 27703.
(SIFI),” said SPLC’s president, Richard Cohen.
Donations, of course, are fully tax
deductible and will be acknowlMr. Cohen, a former speaker at an
edged to you and to appropriate
annual meeting added, “Our attorothers, if made in honor of or in
neys are working with pro-bono
memory of someone.
counsel to ensure that every immigrant swept up in a raid in the
Thank for the honor and privilege to
Southeast has legal counsel. By
serve as your president of this great
providing aggressive, high-quality,
foundation.
Nöel Ferris

Dec. 21, 1948 - May 21, 2017
Nöel, of Sacramento, California, met her
husband, Parker, also an ISOB fellow, while
in law school. She was president of the
International Academy of Trial lawyers, a
consumate advocate and committed to the
prevention of human trafficking.

We remember
Bradford M. “Buck” Gearinger
Nov. 17, 1940 - May 30, 2017

Buck, of Akron, Ohio, was a major in the Marine
Corps and won the Akron Bar Association’s Professionalism Award during his years of practice.
His wife, Paula, survives him.

James J. Ormiston
Texas

Lance Sears
Colorado

William R. Sieben
Minnesota

William B. Smith
California

Timothy S. Trecek
Wisconsin

Staff
executive secretary
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

William T. Robinson III
Dec. 6, 1945 - May 9, 2017

Bill, of Lexington, Kentucky, was the
135th President of the American Bar
Association and is survived by his wife,
Joan, and his extended family.

Please contact the society at beskind@law.duke.edu if you know of a fellow who has passed away.
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Prosecuting the infamous underwear bomber case
Let me tell you about Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, who came in on Christmas Day
to Detroit on a plane with a bomb. He was
sent by Al-Qaeda to destroy the aircraft. He
failed, was arrested when he landed, and that
touched off a massive federal investigation ...
It was the largest investigation I’ve ever been
involved in. And certainly the most fascinating case I’ve ever been involved in.

... often times I hear people say to me in
talking about terrorism that their perception
of a suicide bomber is somebody who is not
well-educated, poor, and doesn’t really know
what they’re doing, maybe was brainwashed
into doing it. That type of description certainly does not fit Abdulmutallab, and I think it
really doesn’t fit many of the suicide bombers
... Mr. Abdulmutallab was from one of the
wealthiest families in Nigeria. ... He was also
highly educated. ...
And the mission that Al-Qaeda developed
was that Abdulmutallab would destroy a U.S.
airliner. That was the key; it had to be a U.S.
airliner, and it had to be over American soil.
Every other detail was left to him. ...

Abdulmutallab is on the plane and he goes
to the bathroom where he stays for about 20
minutes. And what he does in the bathroom
is he engages in a cleansing. He puts perfume
on himself ... he’s preparing to go to heaven.
So and he really, really overdoes it with the
perfume, in fact many of the witnesses on

the plane recalled the smell of perfume as
he walked back from the bathroom. .... He returns to his seat. He pulls a blanket up to his
chin and around his head and then he goes
into his pants where the bomb was hidden
and he depresses the plunger on the syringe,
which initiates the explosion. ...

I don’t know if you all do this, but when I
have a big, complicated case, I sometimes
will assign memory aids to witnesses, maybe
a quality about that witness; I’ll give them a
nickname Well,
we did that
in this case,
because we interviewed this
gentleman and
he told us that
when Abdulmutallab pulled that blanket up and initiated
the bomb, he turned to Abdulmutallab when
he saw the fire and he said, “Dude, your pants
are on fire.” ... It’s true. It’s true. So we called
him Dude. ...

“the most
fascinating case
I’ve ever been
involved in.”

So the passengers, they subdue Abdulmutallab, they extinguish the fire. ... [T]hey moved
him up to business class ... And he is seated
in a seat right across from a flight attendant
... And she said to him, “What did you have?”
And he ignored her at first, ... so she said,
“No, I said to you, what did you have?” And
he said, “Explosive device.” ... [W]e love this
piece of evidence because the federal statute

that we charged him with, the exact wording
in the statute is “explosive device.” ...
After the attack, Al-Qaeda released a video of
Abdulmutallab where Al-Qaeda took credit
for the attack. They talked about how the
bomb had defeated Western security, which
is a big selling point for them; they talked
about the defendant himself, kind of lionizing
him and encouraging others to be like him ...

And the legacy of this case I just want to
touch on briefly ... It’s much, much harder when the potential attacker is a lonely,
distraught, young man living in his parent’s
basement who has no previous contact with
law enforcement ... decides to pick up a gun,
or ... simply drives a vehicle into a busy university and steps out with a knife and starts
stabbing people. That is a much, much more
difficult problem for the FBI to handle. And
they’re in a situation where even one failure
is a failure for the FBI. ... Terrorists are in a
completely different position. They can fail
99 percent of the time, but if they just get one
it’s a success, and the bomb doesn’t even have
to fully function for them to have a success.
The FBI is just the opposite. So they have a
tremendously difficult job ahead of them.

Michael C. Martin has been an assistant U.S.
attorney in the Eastern district of Michigan since
2008. He’s assigned to the office’s National Security Unit, where he prosecutes terrorism, espionage, and other national security crimes. This
article is excerpted from his talk at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a
future issue of the ISOB Quarterly.

Cutting edge of fetal surgery, gene therapy
I’m really excited to talk about something that
I’m super passionate about and that’s treating
the unborn patient. … I want to tackle two
giant topics: One is in utero fetal surgery and
the other one is gene therapy. Widely divergent topics but two very important topics. I
want to hit on gene therapy because we have a
gene therapy lab. We’ve had a pretty significant breakthrough last year and I think that
gene therapy has the potential to not only cure
disease locally and regionally but nationally
Brad Feltis
and internationally, and gene therapy might
be one of the keys to rescuing the healthcare crisis that we have
worldwide. …

This family came to us, they actually came to us eight years ago
and they had a bad problem. They were happy that they were
pregnant with twins. .... They were very sad to find out that their
twins had something called Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome.
… they share a placenta. … In Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome, ... there becomes an imbalance in blood flow between the
two twins. One twin acts as the donor twin. He donates blood
volume to the recipient twin, and so this baby gets really big. His
gestational sac gets really big because he’s trying to get rid of that
volume by making urine. This baby goes into horrible kidney failure. This baby goes into horrible heart failure and left untreated,
95 percent of these babies die before 24 weeks. … These babies
have a bad, bad problem with very few options until about a de-
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cade ago when medical device technology and optics technology
had finally advanced to a point where we could start really doing
things inside the womb.

Operating with tiny cameras and tiny equipment is called fetoscopic surgery and so people have known for the last generation
that if you could figure out a way to disrupt those blood vessels,
to disrupt those communications between the babies, then you
could potentially treat the disease … We need to track the blood
vessels going from one baby to the other … Once we do that, we
introduce a 600 nanometer laser fiber. This is called a diode laser.
It fires under water and you cauterize or cook these blood vessels.
This is the tricky part of the case. You have to hold this probe
right next to the blood vessel without touching it because the
babies only have about half an ounce of circulating blood volume
and they can hemorrhage to death real quick if you rupture one
of those blood vessels. … We turn the placenta into essentially
two separate halves. Each of the babies has their own half of the
placenta and then the disease process reverses itself. … So these
are babies that wouldn’t have lived before and now you get the
best Christmas picture of all time...
So what is fetal surgery? So it’s a new field. … You can do an
open fetal surgery to expose some or all of the baby, do an operation on the baby, put the baby back in and have the pregnancy
continue. Up until a few years ago, the only indication for open
fetal surgery was for lethal problems because it’s a big deal …
continued on page 5

Thank you, Cindy

When the offices of the ISOB
moved from Ann Arbor,
Michigan, to Durham, North
Carolina, on John Reeds’
retirement, I reached out to
the most qualified person I
knew to handle our finances.
That person was Cindy
Henry, who had handled the
books of my former law firm.
For the past six years, Cindy
has been comptroller for
the society and foundation.
Her work has been perfect
— literally, perfect. Every

account has balanced to the
penny. And she has been a
wonderful colleague. We bid
Cindy goodbye as she moves
to the North Carolina coast
and thank her for her great
work.

Nicole Satterwhite will
be our new comptroller.
Please contact her with any
questions about finances,
billing or foundation
donations.
— Don Beskind

Mission stateMent

Membership in the International Society
of Barristers is extended to advocates
of exceptional talent whose qualities,
including integrity, honor and collegiality,
embody the spirit of the true professional.
Membership is by invitation only after
a rigorous screening process involving
lawyers and judges to identify trial lawyers
who meet its standards.
The society nurtures excellence and
professionalism in advocacy by its recognition of members’ achievements and
providing an opportunity for them, and
their spouses and guests, to meet and
find renewal of spirit in the company of
others who have traveled a similar road.
Its annual convention combines presen-

Submissions wanted

We want you. Or
ethics. Works that
more specifically,
have been previwe want what you
ously published
have written. If
are fine if the
you have aucopyright holder
thored something
consents and the
you think would
publication was
be suitable for
not such that our
our Quarterly,
members would
please submit it
have already seen
for consideration.
the work.
Past publications
have included fellows’
Send your submissions to
prose and poetry on topics Don Beskind at beskind@
from baseball to legal
law.duke.edu

tations, extraordinary in their quality and
diversity, that include topics drawn from
the arts, politics, science and other areas
of interest to lawyers and nonlawyers
alike with a broad range of social and
recreational activities. Barristers have no
rank or privilege among them and gather
annually to renew old friendships and to
make new ones. The society publishes a
quarterly journal of topics covered at the
meeting and otherwise of interest to its
members.
Through the ISOB, the society supports
the work of other organizations whose
endeavors are consistent with the society’s support of excellence and advocacy
under the adversarial system.

Fetal surgery, gene therapy
continued from page 4

[O]pen fetal surgery really hit a milestone
a few years ago when this randomized trial
was performed and this is for a repair of
myelomeningocele also called spina bifida.
… We make an incision in the uterus to
expose the baby and then we do an operation on the baby. … We don’t want to bring
the baby out of the uterus for this. We want
to manipulate the baby as little as possible.
We want to float the baby up to where we
make our incision in the uterus and then we
want to fix the baby and then tuck the baby
back in. … We haven’t cured the disease
but we’ve dramatically reduced the effects
of the disease and that’s what our goal is
for these surgeries. …
Our research focus is ex vivo gene therapy.
... Within a few years, we’re going to do
in utero gene therapy. We will be able to
give genes to the developing babies that

they’re missing and ultimately we want to
do gene correction…with the new technology .... [y]ou can specifically target exactly
where in the genome you’re missing a gene
and you can put it back. We have a lot of
single gene disorders ... like sickle cell
anemia, cystic fibrosis... If you can put the
defective gene back where it belongs, you
can cure a disease. We can do this in the
laboratory and we’re very, very close to
doing it in humans. … I think the potential
of gene therapy for the human population
is tremendous in both reducing disease but
really taking a lot of the heavy burden off
of the healthcare system.

Brad A. Feltis, M.D., PhD., is one of the world’s
few pediatric surgeons specializing in diagnosing
and treating anomalies in developing babies still
in the womb. This article is excerpted from his remarks at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a future issue of the ISOB
Quarterly.

Nominations

The rhythm of life for the ISOB is
the retirement of older fellows and
the nominations of new ones. If
you are interested in submitting
a nomination, log into the ISOB
website and click on the “Nominate”
tab and select the sub-tab of “How
to Nominate.”
If you have questions, contact Don
Beskind at beskind@law.duke.edu
or (919) 612-3955.
All qualified candidates will be
considered but we are particularly
interested in receiving nominations
of younger, female and more
diverse candidates.

President’s letter
continued from page 1

relationship with the English bar.
Third, be on the lookout for competent,
experienced trial lawyers to nominate to
join ISOB. Contact your state chair or Don
Beskind, our administrative secretary.
Lastly, I want to remind our fellows of the
great work our foundation is doing. Last
year the foundation awarded grants to
organizations who support ISOB’s mission
of encouraging advocacy in the adversary
system and retention of trial by jury.
I look forward to seeing many of you in
London. In the meantime, please send
your ideas, suggestions and nominations
for new fellows.
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Cancún, Mexico
2017

Annual Meeting

Larry Rogers Jr. and family with Tom Rhodes, right

Left to right: John and Jennifer Uustal and Mike Prangle

Dan and Sharon Baradat

Left to right: Scott Costantino, Gisela and Tad Griffin
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Fellows, guests enjoy Yucatán hospitality

Barristers, spouses, family, and guests gathered in March
at the Ritz-Carlton in Cancún for the 2017 Annual Meeting
planned to perfection by Dan and Sharon Baradat. More
than six days with perfect weather – for which the Baradats take full credit – we inducted 24 new fellows, including one who joined us from New Zealand; had meetings
of the society’s board of governors, the foundation’s board
of governors, and state chairs; heard from nine speakers;
enjoyed the company of other fellows and guests at dinners with live music; and partook of the wonderful activities available in this magnificent part of Mexico.

Speakers were selected by Tom and Maria Cranmer. Four
covered legal topics of general interest. Justice Bridget M.
McCormack from the Michigan Supreme Court gave the
inaugural John Reed professionalism lecture on the work
being done to eliminate junk science in criminal cases.
Rob Cary, who represented the late Sen. Ted Stevens,
spoke about Stevens’ wrongful conviction. Michael Martin
spoke about his role in prosecuting the “underwear bomber.” And Jess Bravin, from The Wall Street Journal, shared
his reporting on the Guantanamo terror courts. Other
speakers ran a fascinating gamut. At one ethereal extreme was famed chef, Jimmy Schmidt of the Rattlesnake

Grill, speaking on the intersection of natural nutrition and flavor.
While at the other extreme, Peter Morey enlightened us about
NASA’s upcoming James Webb space telescope. In between, Karl
Taube told tales of recent excavations at Chichen Itza. Dr. Brad
Feltis updated us on developments in fetal surgery and gene treatments, and the ever-popular Will Durst hit new heights of political
satire with the “The New Abnormal.”
Activities included a trip to the Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza, an
underground cave tour of the Río Secreto and a water jungle safari
as well as deep-sea fishing, sailing, snorkeling, cooking classes
and golf at several local courses. A big barristers thank you to Dan,
Sharon, Tom and Maria for making it a special week.

Top right: John Reed, our resident party animal
Above: Dancing to Liquid Blue
Left: Welcome reception and dinner, South Pool and Courtyard
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London calling

Save the date for the next annual meeting

April 15-19, 2018
Join us for our
first overseas
meeting, in London,
England. Fellows
will be staying at
The Dorchester
in the Mayfair
area near Hyde
Park. Outstanding
speakers, food and
entertainment
await. We will see
you there!

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE

Letter from president
future meetings
prosecuting the underwear bomber
treating the unborn patient
2017 inductees
we remember
news of note
update from cancún board meeting

If you need anything from the Barristers, contact:

Prof. Donald H. Beskind
(919) 613-7085
beskind@law.duke.edu

Send dues payment and foundation donations to:

International Society of Barristers
Post Office Box 21320
Durham, NC 27703
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Neil Sugarman
Prudential Tower, 800 Boylston Street Suite 3020
Boston MA 02199
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The Newsletter of the International Society of Barristers

Executive committee
President

Judy Barrasso
Louisiana

First Vice-President
Harry H. Schneider Jr.
Washington

Second Vice-President
Thomas W. Cranmer
Michigan

Secretary Treasurer
J. Kenneth McEwan
British Columbia

Immediate Past President
Daniel R. Baradat
California

Board of Governors
Peter Brodhead
Ohio

Steve Bruckner
Nebraska

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

Maxon Davis
Montana

James P. Frickleton
Kansas

Kevin Krist
Texas

Stephen H. Kupperman
Louisiana

Kathleen Lang
Michigan

Bruce A. Montoya
Colorado

Summer greetings from The Big Easy
Greetings from New Orleans
where our sultry summer
is in full swing. I hope you
enjoy reading The Crier,
the International Society of
Barristers’ new publication.
We are very excited about its
launch. Through The Crier,
we hope to keep our members
up to date about meetings
and activities. The Crier also
provides a means to more often
communicate with our fellows.

We will be hosted by the
fabulous Dorchester Hotel, in
As with any new publication, the Mayfair area across from
Hyde Park. The Dorchester
we expect to tweak it going
boasts newly renovated
forward and welcome your
feedback to help us publish a rooms, and its flower-filled
Promenade, common areas and
user-friendly product.
ballrooms are quintessential
I am excited and humbled to be London.
the president of this awesome
organization. As I look back at Ken and Jackie McEwan have
been working hard to secure
the list of my predecessors, I
know I have huge shoes to fill. outstanding speakers on a range
But, I am working to do that. of topics. And, importantly,
we are having two parties at
A principle goal for this year the Dorchester, with great
is to emphasize the “internaentertainment, music, dancing,
tional” in the International
scrumptious food, and ample
Society of Barristers. So, we
drinks.

Future meetings

Kathleen Flynn Peterson
Minnesota

2017 Board of Governors
Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton

David D. Powell, Jr.

October 4-7, 2017

Ray Persons
Georgia

Colorado

LeAnn Sanders
Nevada

Stephen Wade
Maine

Christopher Wesierski
California

Staff
Administrative
Secretary & Editor
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

Administrative Secretary &
Editor Emeritus
John W. Reed
Michigan

are making
our inaugural
trip to another
continent
and going
to London
for our
next annual
meeting, set
Judy Barrasso
for April 15-19,
2018. Mark your calendars!

New Orleans, Louisiana

2018 Annual Meeting
The Dorchester
London, England

April 15-19, 2018
2019 Annual Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton,
Dove Mountain
Tuscon, Arizona

March 24-30, 2019

N e ws

Beyond the Dorchester,
London offers fantastic sites,
including the Middle Temple
Inn of Court, the Imperial
War Museum, Tate Modern
Art Museum and the West
End theatres. We will host
an off-site dinner at Gibson
Hall, a magnificent former
banking hall in the heart of
the original city, and there
will be a free night to plan
your own adventures. For
those seeking further activities
with our fellows, an after
trip to St Andrews, Scotland,
is available. Be looking to
register in early September.

Another ISOB goal is to
have a more internationally
diverse membership. At our
annual meeting in Cancún in
March, the board approved
the nominations of several
candidates from the London
area. We hope that the newly
selected fellows will be
inducted at the London meeting
and will mark a renewal of our
continued on page 5

o f N ot e

The International Society of
Barristers has created an
annual lectureship to honor
John W. Reed, Thomas M.
Cooley Professor of Law
Emeritus at the University
of Michigan Law School
and retired Wayne State
University Law School
dean. On March 24, Michigan State Supreme Court
Justice Bridget McCormack
delivered the inaugural
John Reed Lecture at the
ISOB’s 2017 meeting.
Titled “The Forensic Science Frontier: It’s up to the
Lawyers,” the lecture drew

on McCormack’s extensive
involvement with studies
of the validity of forensic
evidence. Reed became
an academic fellow of the
society in 1978 and served
as administrative secretary
and editor of its journal,
Quarterly, from 1979 to
2010. For the last 20 years
of his tenure in the society,
Professor Reed gave the
concluding speech at each
annual convention, urging
the fellows on to a sense of
high purpose.
— State Bar of Michigan
more news on page 2
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Who knew? Getting to know the 2017 inductees

Front row, left to right: Sherry
Knutson (Illinois); Tom Rhodes
(Texas); Angelo Patacca (Florida);
Leslie Packer (North Carolina);
Larry Rogers Jr. (Illinois); Todd
Gardner (Washington); Pam Andrews
(Washington)
Middle row, left to right: Jim
Swanson (Louisiana); Chris
Messerly (Minnesota); Emile Banks
(Wisconsin); Buck Cire (Texas);
Robert David (Louisiana); Minor
Pipes (Louisiana); Dinyar Marzban
(British Columbia); Peter Schmit
(Minnesota)
Back row, left to right: Mike
Prangle (Illinois); Ryan Langley
(South Carolina); Steven Maher
(Florida); Scott McLaren (Florida);
Brandon Thompson (Minnesota);
Colin Carruthers (New Zealand);
Bob Cooper (British Columbia); John
Uustal (Florida); Tad Griffin (Florida)

Pam Andrews: Over the past 31 years, my
husband Tad and I have adopted 10 rescue
dogs: one deaf; one so timid she would not
walk; one who had lost her hair from anxiety over her prior living conditions; three
with cancer; all with endless personality.

Ryan Langley: I am passionate about
really good food and wild game, which
motivates a love for hunting, vegetable
gardening and cooking.

Peter Schmit: I grew up on a small dairy
farm in Northern Minnestsoa, where, as
the youngest of eight kids, had the daily
task of helping milk cows at 6am and 6pm
Monday through Sunday. Law is easy
compared to that.

Steven Maher: I enjoy golf, traveling
with my wife, Wendy, reading, listening to
Brandon Thompson: I love the mountains
Emile Banks: I am the first assistant pastor music and cycling.
(despite the lack of them in Minnesota),
of a mega church, Christian Faith Fellowand have been to the highest point of each
ship Church, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Dinyar Marzban: My interests are road
of the 50 states.
cycling, sculling and trap shooting.
Colin Carruthers: I run a vineyard and
winery located just outside Martinborough, Scott McLaren: I enjoy bird hunting, fish- John Uustal: I like the beach in Fort
Lauderdale, the St. Lawrence River, and
New Zealand, producing primarily Pinot
ing and skiing and would enjoy golf, but
anywhere in Italy.
Noir, but also Pinot Gris, Chardonnay,
for the part about keeping score.
Chenin Blanc, Syrah and Viognier, marketed under the label “Te Muna Valley.”
Chris Messerly: I am married to my high
school sweetheart, Joanne, and I am an
George Cire: I am an avid outdoorsman
Ironman triathlete and hockey player, and I
ews of Note
— fishing, hunting, surfing — and I make restore old cars.
continued from page 1
custom fishing rods.
On April 12, John Hunter Q.C., a
Leslie Packer: Now that we are empty
fellow since 2006, was appointed
Robert Cooper: I like to do anything out- nesters, my husband and I enjoy going on
directly to the Court of Appeal of
doors in the mountains of British Colum- long walks with our dog, and I am conBritish Columbia. Called to the bars
bia.
stantly challenged to come up with new
of British Columbia, the Yukon and
recipes to use the vegetables and herbs we
Ontario, Justice Hunter regularly
Todd Gardner: I enjoy skiing, playing
grow in our garden.
appeared before the Supreme Court
golf, being out on the water and doing just
of Canada, including his noted apabout anything with Polly, our boys and
Angelo Patacca: I enjoy long-distance
pointment as an amicus curiae in the
other family and friends.
motorcycle adventures, Brazilian jiu jitsu,
2014 Senate Reform Reference. His
and helping coach my sons’ high school
recent trial work included Henry v.
David Glover: I am a proud father of
lacrosse teams.
British Columbia (Attorney General)
6-year-old Olivia and 3-year-old Lilly and
in which he represented the provthe prouder husband of Theresa; we enjoy H. Minor Pipes III: I travel, read and play
ince of British Columbia in a claim
hiking, biking, floating rivers, swimming
tennis — chasing my three sons through
brought by a plaintiff arising out of his
and being with each other and with friends. most of them.
wrongful conviction and incarceration
for 27 years. Hunter taught National
Tad Griffin: In the summers, our family
J. Thomas Rhodes III: I really enjoy fishJudicial Institute programs on judicial
ing and bird hunting.
golfs and hikes together in Colorado.
decision-making and judicial ethics.
He served as president of the Law
Society of British Columbia and of
Sherry Knutson: I spend as much time as Larry Rogers Jr.: In my free time, I enjoy
the Federation of Law Societies of
being a volleyball dad, driving instructor,
I can at our log cabin in Indiana, where I
Canada.
enjoy outdoor activities: from bird-watch- horseback riding partner, and legal debater
— Submitted by Ken McEwan
ing to foraging to making apple cider on an with my four children.
old-fashioned press.

N
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The ISOB Foundation
From Joe Daly, president of the
foundation:

This year we made $50,000 in
grants of $10,000 each to five organizations: the National Institute for
Trial Advocacy (NITA) to fund the
International Society of Barristers
Spangenberg/Liber Scholarships to
NITA trial skills training programs;
the Center for Death Penalty Litigation to fund training for post-conviction death penalty lawyers; the
Innocence Network to fund training
at their annual meeting; and to
the Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC) in support of the Southeast
Immigrant Freedom Initiative (SIFI).
We are continually looking for new
organizations to support. If you
know of one whose work is consistent with the purposes set out in
our articles of incorporation, please
suggest their name to me.

Foundation
Executive
Committee

and professional representation, we
endeavor to win every meritorious
case brought on behalf of immigrants detained in the southeastern
United States — and to the extent
possible bonded or paroled immigrants who had been detained — as
a result of recent and anticipated
immigration enforcement.”

Thank you again for your support of
this important work. As you consider your charitable giving, please
include the foundation so that it
can not only continue its work, but
support even more worthy organizations advancing ISOB’s goals and
principles. You can easily donate in
honor of or in memory of colleagues
or friends as a way of acknowledging them and supporting the foundation’s work.

President

Joseph S. Daly
Nebraska

Vice President
Rebecca S. Thiem
North Dakota

Secretary/Treasurer
David S. Maring
North Dakota

Board of Governors
Robert Frazer Clark
Georgia

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

James K. Dorsett III
North Carolina

Robert M. Dowd
California

There are two ways to donate. You
can donate by credit card through
the website on the foundation’s page
Grantees value our work. A good
or you can send a check to the Interexample: “We deeply appreciate this national Society of Barristers Founspecial contribution for the Southdation at P.O. Box 21320, Durham,
east Immigrant Freedom Initiative
North Carolina 27703.
(SIFI),” said SPLC’s president, Richard Cohen.
Donations, of course, are fully tax
deductible and will be acknowlMr. Cohen, a former speaker at an
edged to you and to appropriate
annual meeting added, “Our attorothers, if made in honor of or in
neys are working with pro-bono
memory of someone.
counsel to ensure that every immigrant swept up in a raid in the
Thank for the honor and privilege to
Southeast has legal counsel. By
serve as your president of this great
providing aggressive, high-quality,
foundation.
Nöel Ferris

Dec. 21, 1948 - May 21, 2017
Nöel, of Sacramento, California, met her
husband, Parker, also an ISOB fellow, while
in law school. She was president of the
International Academy of Trial lawyers, a
consumate advocate and committed to the
prevention of human trafficking.

We remember
Bradford M. “Buck” Gearinger
Nov. 17, 1940 - May 30, 2017

Buck, of Akron, Ohio, was a major in the Marine
Corps and won the Akron Bar Association’s Professionalism Award during his years of practice.
His wife, Paula, survives him.

James J. Ormiston
Texas

Lance Sears
Colorado

William R. Sieben
Minnesota

William B. Smith
California

Timothy S. Trecek
Wisconsin

Staff
executive secretary
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

William T. Robinson III
Dec. 6, 1945 - May 9, 2017

Bill, of Lexington, Kentucky, was the
135th President of the American Bar
Association and is survived by his wife,
Joan, and his extended family.

Please contact the society at beskind@law.duke.edu if you know of a fellow who has passed away.
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Prosecuting the infamous underwear bomber case
Let me tell you about Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, who came in on Christmas Day
to Detroit on a plane with a bomb. He was
sent by Al-Qaeda to destroy the aircraft. He
failed, was arrested when he landed, and that
touched off a massive federal investigation ...
It was the largest investigation I’ve ever been
involved in. And certainly the most fascinating case I’ve ever been involved in.

... often times I hear people say to me in
talking about terrorism that their perception
of a suicide bomber is somebody who is not
well-educated, poor, and doesn’t really know
what they’re doing, maybe was brainwashed
into doing it. That type of description certainly does not fit Abdulmutallab, and I think it
really doesn’t fit many of the suicide bombers
... Mr. Abdulmutallab was from one of the
wealthiest families in Nigeria. ... He was also
highly educated. ...
And the mission that Al-Qaeda developed
was that Abdulmutallab would destroy a U.S.
airliner. That was the key; it had to be a U.S.
airliner, and it had to be over American soil.
Every other detail was left to him. ...

Abdulmutallab is on the plane and he goes
to the bathroom where he stays for about 20
minutes. And what he does in the bathroom
is he engages in a cleansing. He puts perfume
on himself ... he’s preparing to go to heaven.
So and he really, really overdoes it with the
perfume, in fact many of the witnesses on

the plane recalled the smell of perfume as
he walked back from the bathroom. .... He returns to his seat. He pulls a blanket up to his
chin and around his head and then he goes
into his pants where the bomb was hidden
and he depresses the plunger on the syringe,
which initiates the explosion. ...

I don’t know if you all do this, but when I
have a big, complicated case, I sometimes
will assign memory aids to witnesses, maybe
a quality about that witness; I’ll give them a
nickname Well,
we did that
in this case,
because we interviewed this
gentleman and
he told us that
when Abdulmutallab pulled that blanket up and initiated
the bomb, he turned to Abdulmutallab when
he saw the fire and he said, “Dude, your pants
are on fire.” ... It’s true. It’s true. So we called
him Dude. ...

“the most
fascinating case
I’ve ever been
involved in.”

So the passengers, they subdue Abdulmutallab, they extinguish the fire. ... [T]hey moved
him up to business class ... And he is seated
in a seat right across from a flight attendant
... And she said to him, “What did you have?”
And he ignored her at first, ... so she said,
“No, I said to you, what did you have?” And
he said, “Explosive device.” ... [W]e love this
piece of evidence because the federal statute

that we charged him with, the exact wording
in the statute is “explosive device.” ...
After the attack, Al-Qaeda released a video of
Abdulmutallab where Al-Qaeda took credit
for the attack. They talked about how the
bomb had defeated Western security, which
is a big selling point for them; they talked
about the defendant himself, kind of lionizing
him and encouraging others to be like him ...

And the legacy of this case I just want to
touch on briefly ... It’s much, much harder when the potential attacker is a lonely,
distraught, young man living in his parent’s
basement who has no previous contact with
law enforcement ... decides to pick up a gun,
or ... simply drives a vehicle into a busy university and steps out with a knife and starts
stabbing people. That is a much, much more
difficult problem for the FBI to handle. And
they’re in a situation where even one failure
is a failure for the FBI. ... Terrorists are in a
completely different position. They can fail
99 percent of the time, but if they just get one
it’s a success, and the bomb doesn’t even have
to fully function for them to have a success.
The FBI is just the opposite. So they have a
tremendously difficult job ahead of them.

Michael C. Martin has been an assistant U.S.
attorney in the Eastern district of Michigan since
2008. He’s assigned to the office’s National Security Unit, where he prosecutes terrorism, espionage, and other national security crimes. This
article is excerpted from his talk at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a
future issue of the ISOB Quarterly.

Cutting edge of fetal surgery, gene therapy
I’m really excited to talk about something that
I’m super passionate about and that’s treating
the unborn patient. … I want to tackle two
giant topics: One is in utero fetal surgery and
the other one is gene therapy. Widely divergent topics but two very important topics. I
want to hit on gene therapy because we have a
gene therapy lab. We’ve had a pretty significant breakthrough last year and I think that
gene therapy has the potential to not only cure
disease locally and regionally but nationally
Brad Feltis
and internationally, and gene therapy might
be one of the keys to rescuing the healthcare crisis that we have
worldwide. …

This family came to us, they actually came to us eight years ago
and they had a bad problem. They were happy that they were
pregnant with twins. .... They were very sad to find out that their
twins had something called Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome.
… they share a placenta. … In Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome, ... there becomes an imbalance in blood flow between the
two twins. One twin acts as the donor twin. He donates blood
volume to the recipient twin, and so this baby gets really big. His
gestational sac gets really big because he’s trying to get rid of that
volume by making urine. This baby goes into horrible kidney failure. This baby goes into horrible heart failure and left untreated,
95 percent of these babies die before 24 weeks. … These babies
have a bad, bad problem with very few options until about a de-
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cade ago when medical device technology and optics technology
had finally advanced to a point where we could start really doing
things inside the womb.

Operating with tiny cameras and tiny equipment is called fetoscopic surgery and so people have known for the last generation
that if you could figure out a way to disrupt those blood vessels,
to disrupt those communications between the babies, then you
could potentially treat the disease … We need to track the blood
vessels going from one baby to the other … Once we do that, we
introduce a 600 nanometer laser fiber. This is called a diode laser.
It fires under water and you cauterize or cook these blood vessels.
This is the tricky part of the case. You have to hold this probe
right next to the blood vessel without touching it because the
babies only have about half an ounce of circulating blood volume
and they can hemorrhage to death real quick if you rupture one
of those blood vessels. … We turn the placenta into essentially
two separate halves. Each of the babies has their own half of the
placenta and then the disease process reverses itself. … So these
are babies that wouldn’t have lived before and now you get the
best Christmas picture of all time...
So what is fetal surgery? So it’s a new field. … You can do an
open fetal surgery to expose some or all of the baby, do an operation on the baby, put the baby back in and have the pregnancy
continue. Up until a few years ago, the only indication for open
fetal surgery was for lethal problems because it’s a big deal …
continued on page 5

Thank you, Cindy

When the offices of the ISOB
moved from Ann Arbor,
Michigan, to Durham, North
Carolina, on John Reeds’
retirement, I reached out to
the most qualified person I
knew to handle our finances.
That person was Cindy
Henry, who had handled the
books of my former law firm.
For the past six years, Cindy
has been comptroller for
the society and foundation.
Her work has been perfect
— literally, perfect. Every

account has balanced to the
penny. And she has been a
wonderful colleague. We bid
Cindy goodbye as she moves
to the North Carolina coast
and thank her for her great
work.

Nicole Satterwhite will
be our new comptroller.
Please contact her with any
questions about finances,
billing or foundation
donations.
— Don Beskind

Mission stateMent

Membership in the International Society
of Barristers is extended to advocates
of exceptional talent whose qualities,
including integrity, honor and collegiality,
embody the spirit of the true professional.
Membership is by invitation only after
a rigorous screening process involving
lawyers and judges to identify trial lawyers
who meet its standards.
The society nurtures excellence and
professionalism in advocacy by its recognition of members’ achievements and
providing an opportunity for them, and
their spouses and guests, to meet and
find renewal of spirit in the company of
others who have traveled a similar road.
Its annual convention combines presen-
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have been previwe want what you
ously published
have written. If
are fine if the
you have aucopyright holder
thored something
consents and the
you think would
publication was
be suitable for
not such that our
our Quarterly,
members would
please submit it
have already seen
for consideration.
the work.
Past publications
have included fellows’
Send your submissions to
prose and poetry on topics Don Beskind at beskind@
from baseball to legal
law.duke.edu

tations, extraordinary in their quality and
diversity, that include topics drawn from
the arts, politics, science and other areas
of interest to lawyers and nonlawyers
alike with a broad range of social and
recreational activities. Barristers have no
rank or privilege among them and gather
annually to renew old friendships and to
make new ones. The society publishes a
quarterly journal of topics covered at the
meeting and otherwise of interest to its
members.
Through the ISOB, the society supports
the work of other organizations whose
endeavors are consistent with the society’s support of excellence and advocacy
under the adversarial system.

Fetal surgery, gene therapy
continued from page 4

[O]pen fetal surgery really hit a milestone
a few years ago when this randomized trial
was performed and this is for a repair of
myelomeningocele also called spina bifida.
… We make an incision in the uterus to
expose the baby and then we do an operation on the baby. … We don’t want to bring
the baby out of the uterus for this. We want
to manipulate the baby as little as possible.
We want to float the baby up to where we
make our incision in the uterus and then we
want to fix the baby and then tuck the baby
back in. … We haven’t cured the disease
but we’ve dramatically reduced the effects
of the disease and that’s what our goal is
for these surgeries. …
Our research focus is ex vivo gene therapy.
... Within a few years, we’re going to do
in utero gene therapy. We will be able to
give genes to the developing babies that

they’re missing and ultimately we want to
do gene correction…with the new technology .... [y]ou can specifically target exactly
where in the genome you’re missing a gene
and you can put it back. We have a lot of
single gene disorders ... like sickle cell
anemia, cystic fibrosis... If you can put the
defective gene back where it belongs, you
can cure a disease. We can do this in the
laboratory and we’re very, very close to
doing it in humans. … I think the potential
of gene therapy for the human population
is tremendous in both reducing disease but
really taking a lot of the heavy burden off
of the healthcare system.

Brad A. Feltis, M.D., PhD., is one of the world’s
few pediatric surgeons specializing in diagnosing
and treating anomalies in developing babies still
in the womb. This article is excerpted from his remarks at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a future issue of the ISOB
Quarterly.

Nominations

The rhythm of life for the ISOB is
the retirement of older fellows and
the nominations of new ones. If
you are interested in submitting
a nomination, log into the ISOB
website and click on the “Nominate”
tab and select the sub-tab of “How
to Nominate.”
If you have questions, contact Don
Beskind at beskind@law.duke.edu
or (919) 612-3955.
All qualified candidates will be
considered but we are particularly
interested in receiving nominations
of younger, female and more
diverse candidates.

President’s letter
continued from page 1

relationship with the English bar.
Third, be on the lookout for competent,
experienced trial lawyers to nominate to
join ISOB. Contact your state chair or Don
Beskind, our administrative secretary.
Lastly, I want to remind our fellows of the
great work our foundation is doing. Last
year the foundation awarded grants to
organizations who support ISOB’s mission
of encouraging advocacy in the adversary
system and retention of trial by jury.
I look forward to seeing many of you in
London. In the meantime, please send
your ideas, suggestions and nominations
for new fellows.
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Cancún, Mexico
2017

Annual Meeting

Larry Rogers Jr. and family with Tom Rhodes, right

Left to right: John and Jennifer Uustal and Mike Prangle

Dan and Sharon Baradat

Left to right: Scott Costantino, Gisela and Tad Griffin

6

Fellows, guests enjoy Yucatán hospitality

Barristers, spouses, family, and guests gathered in March
at the Ritz-Carlton in Cancún for the 2017 Annual Meeting
planned to perfection by Dan and Sharon Baradat. More
than six days with perfect weather – for which the Baradats take full credit – we inducted 24 new fellows, including one who joined us from New Zealand; had meetings
of the society’s board of governors, the foundation’s board
of governors, and state chairs; heard from nine speakers;
enjoyed the company of other fellows and guests at dinners with live music; and partook of the wonderful activities available in this magnificent part of Mexico.

Speakers were selected by Tom and Maria Cranmer. Four
covered legal topics of general interest. Justice Bridget M.
McCormack from the Michigan Supreme Court gave the
inaugural John Reed professionalism lecture on the work
being done to eliminate junk science in criminal cases.
Rob Cary, who represented the late Sen. Ted Stevens,
spoke about Stevens’ wrongful conviction. Michael Martin
spoke about his role in prosecuting the “underwear bomber.” And Jess Bravin, from The Wall Street Journal, shared
his reporting on the Guantanamo terror courts. Other
speakers ran a fascinating gamut. At one ethereal extreme was famed chef, Jimmy Schmidt of the Rattlesnake

Grill, speaking on the intersection of natural nutrition and flavor.
While at the other extreme, Peter Morey enlightened us about
NASA’s upcoming James Webb space telescope. In between, Karl
Taube told tales of recent excavations at Chichen Itza. Dr. Brad
Feltis updated us on developments in fetal surgery and gene treatments, and the ever-popular Will Durst hit new heights of political
satire with the “The New Abnormal.”
Activities included a trip to the Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza, an
underground cave tour of the Río Secreto and a water jungle safari
as well as deep-sea fishing, sailing, snorkeling, cooking classes
and golf at several local courses. A big barristers thank you to Dan,
Sharon, Tom and Maria for making it a special week.

Top right: John Reed, our resident party animal
Above: Dancing to Liquid Blue
Left: Welcome reception and dinner, South Pool and Courtyard
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London calling

Save the date for the next annual meeting

April 15-19, 2018
Join us for our
first overseas
meeting, in London,
England. Fellows
will be staying at
The Dorchester
in the Mayfair
area near Hyde
Park. Outstanding
speakers, food and
entertainment
await. We will see
you there!
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future meetings
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treating the unborn patient
2017 inductees
we remember
news of note
update from cancún board meeting

If you need anything from the Barristers, contact:
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(919) 613-7085
beskind@law.duke.edu
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International Society of Barristers
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Durham, NC 27703
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Executive committee
President

Judy Barrasso
Louisiana

First Vice-President
Harry H. Schneider Jr.
Washington

Second Vice-President
Thomas W. Cranmer
Michigan

Secretary Treasurer
J. Kenneth McEwan
British Columbia

Immediate Past President
Daniel R. Baradat
California

Board of Governors
Peter Brodhead
Ohio

Steve Bruckner
Nebraska

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

Maxon Davis
Montana

James P. Frickleton
Kansas

Kevin Krist
Texas

Stephen H. Kupperman
Louisiana

Kathleen Lang
Michigan

Bruce A. Montoya
Colorado

Summer greetings from The Big Easy
Greetings from New Orleans
where our sultry summer
is in full swing. I hope you
enjoy reading The Crier,
the International Society of
Barristers’ new publication.
We are very excited about its
launch. Through The Crier,
we hope to keep our members
up to date about meetings
and activities. The Crier also
provides a means to more often
communicate with our fellows.

We will be hosted by the
fabulous Dorchester Hotel, in
As with any new publication, the Mayfair area across from
Hyde Park. The Dorchester
we expect to tweak it going
boasts newly renovated
forward and welcome your
feedback to help us publish a rooms, and its flower-filled
Promenade, common areas and
user-friendly product.
ballrooms are quintessential
I am excited and humbled to be London.
the president of this awesome
organization. As I look back at Ken and Jackie McEwan have
been working hard to secure
the list of my predecessors, I
know I have huge shoes to fill. outstanding speakers on a range
But, I am working to do that. of topics. And, importantly,
we are having two parties at
A principle goal for this year the Dorchester, with great
is to emphasize the “internaentertainment, music, dancing,
tional” in the International
scrumptious food, and ample
Society of Barristers. So, we
drinks.

Future meetings

Kathleen Flynn Peterson
Minnesota

2017 Board of Governors
Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton

David D. Powell, Jr.

October 4-7, 2017

Ray Persons
Georgia

Colorado

LeAnn Sanders
Nevada

Stephen Wade
Maine

Christopher Wesierski
California

Staff
Administrative
Secretary & Editor
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

Administrative Secretary &
Editor Emeritus
John W. Reed
Michigan

are making
our inaugural
trip to another
continent
and going
to London
for our
next annual
meeting, set
Judy Barrasso
for April 15-19,
2018. Mark your calendars!

New Orleans, Louisiana

2018 Annual Meeting
The Dorchester
London, England

April 15-19, 2018
2019 Annual Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton,
Dove Mountain
Tuscon, Arizona

March 24-30, 2019

N e ws

Beyond the Dorchester,
London offers fantastic sites,
including the Middle Temple
Inn of Court, the Imperial
War Museum, Tate Modern
Art Museum and the West
End theatres. We will host
an off-site dinner at Gibson
Hall, a magnificent former
banking hall in the heart of
the original city, and there
will be a free night to plan
your own adventures. For
those seeking further activities
with our fellows, an after
trip to St Andrews, Scotland,
is available. Be looking to
register in early September.

Another ISOB goal is to
have a more internationally
diverse membership. At our
annual meeting in Cancún in
March, the board approved
the nominations of several
candidates from the London
area. We hope that the newly
selected fellows will be
inducted at the London meeting
and will mark a renewal of our
continued on page 5
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The International Society of
Barristers has created an
annual lectureship to honor
John W. Reed, Thomas M.
Cooley Professor of Law
Emeritus at the University
of Michigan Law School
and retired Wayne State
University Law School
dean. On March 24, Michigan State Supreme Court
Justice Bridget McCormack
delivered the inaugural
John Reed Lecture at the
ISOB’s 2017 meeting.
Titled “The Forensic Science Frontier: It’s up to the
Lawyers,” the lecture drew

on McCormack’s extensive
involvement with studies
of the validity of forensic
evidence. Reed became
an academic fellow of the
society in 1978 and served
as administrative secretary
and editor of its journal,
Quarterly, from 1979 to
2010. For the last 20 years
of his tenure in the society,
Professor Reed gave the
concluding speech at each
annual convention, urging
the fellows on to a sense of
high purpose.
— State Bar of Michigan
more news on page 2
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Who knew? Getting to know the 2017 inductees

Front row, left to right: Sherry
Knutson (Illinois); Tom Rhodes
(Texas); Angelo Patacca (Florida);
Leslie Packer (North Carolina);
Larry Rogers Jr. (Illinois); Todd
Gardner (Washington); Pam Andrews
(Washington)
Middle row, left to right: Jim
Swanson (Louisiana); Chris
Messerly (Minnesota); Emile Banks
(Wisconsin); Buck Cire (Texas);
Robert David (Louisiana); Minor
Pipes (Louisiana); Dinyar Marzban
(British Columbia); Peter Schmit
(Minnesota)
Back row, left to right: Mike
Prangle (Illinois); Ryan Langley
(South Carolina); Steven Maher
(Florida); Scott McLaren (Florida);
Brandon Thompson (Minnesota);
Colin Carruthers (New Zealand);
Bob Cooper (British Columbia); John
Uustal (Florida); Tad Griffin (Florida)

Pam Andrews: Over the past 31 years, my
husband Tad and I have adopted 10 rescue
dogs: one deaf; one so timid she would not
walk; one who had lost her hair from anxiety over her prior living conditions; three
with cancer; all with endless personality.

Ryan Langley: I am passionate about
really good food and wild game, which
motivates a love for hunting, vegetable
gardening and cooking.

Peter Schmit: I grew up on a small dairy
farm in Northern Minnestsoa, where, as
the youngest of eight kids, had the daily
task of helping milk cows at 6am and 6pm
Monday through Sunday. Law is easy
compared to that.

Steven Maher: I enjoy golf, traveling
with my wife, Wendy, reading, listening to
Brandon Thompson: I love the mountains
Emile Banks: I am the first assistant pastor music and cycling.
(despite the lack of them in Minnesota),
of a mega church, Christian Faith Fellowand have been to the highest point of each
ship Church, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Dinyar Marzban: My interests are road
of the 50 states.
cycling, sculling and trap shooting.
Colin Carruthers: I run a vineyard and
winery located just outside Martinborough, Scott McLaren: I enjoy bird hunting, fish- John Uustal: I like the beach in Fort
Lauderdale, the St. Lawrence River, and
New Zealand, producing primarily Pinot
ing and skiing and would enjoy golf, but
anywhere in Italy.
Noir, but also Pinot Gris, Chardonnay,
for the part about keeping score.
Chenin Blanc, Syrah and Viognier, marketed under the label “Te Muna Valley.”
Chris Messerly: I am married to my high
school sweetheart, Joanne, and I am an
George Cire: I am an avid outdoorsman
Ironman triathlete and hockey player, and I
ews of Note
— fishing, hunting, surfing — and I make restore old cars.
continued from page 1
custom fishing rods.
On April 12, John Hunter Q.C., a
Leslie Packer: Now that we are empty
fellow since 2006, was appointed
Robert Cooper: I like to do anything out- nesters, my husband and I enjoy going on
directly to the Court of Appeal of
doors in the mountains of British Colum- long walks with our dog, and I am conBritish Columbia. Called to the bars
bia.
stantly challenged to come up with new
of British Columbia, the Yukon and
recipes to use the vegetables and herbs we
Ontario, Justice Hunter regularly
Todd Gardner: I enjoy skiing, playing
grow in our garden.
appeared before the Supreme Court
golf, being out on the water and doing just
of Canada, including his noted apabout anything with Polly, our boys and
Angelo Patacca: I enjoy long-distance
pointment as an amicus curiae in the
other family and friends.
motorcycle adventures, Brazilian jiu jitsu,
2014 Senate Reform Reference. His
and helping coach my sons’ high school
recent trial work included Henry v.
David Glover: I am a proud father of
lacrosse teams.
British Columbia (Attorney General)
6-year-old Olivia and 3-year-old Lilly and
in which he represented the provthe prouder husband of Theresa; we enjoy H. Minor Pipes III: I travel, read and play
ince of British Columbia in a claim
hiking, biking, floating rivers, swimming
tennis — chasing my three sons through
brought by a plaintiff arising out of his
and being with each other and with friends. most of them.
wrongful conviction and incarceration
for 27 years. Hunter taught National
Tad Griffin: In the summers, our family
J. Thomas Rhodes III: I really enjoy fishJudicial Institute programs on judicial
ing and bird hunting.
golfs and hikes together in Colorado.
decision-making and judicial ethics.
He served as president of the Law
Society of British Columbia and of
Sherry Knutson: I spend as much time as Larry Rogers Jr.: In my free time, I enjoy
the Federation of Law Societies of
being a volleyball dad, driving instructor,
I can at our log cabin in Indiana, where I
Canada.
enjoy outdoor activities: from bird-watch- horseback riding partner, and legal debater
— Submitted by Ken McEwan
ing to foraging to making apple cider on an with my four children.
old-fashioned press.

N
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The ISOB Foundation
From Joe Daly, president of the
foundation:

This year we made $50,000 in
grants of $10,000 each to five organizations: the National Institute for
Trial Advocacy (NITA) to fund the
International Society of Barristers
Spangenberg/Liber Scholarships to
NITA trial skills training programs;
the Center for Death Penalty Litigation to fund training for post-conviction death penalty lawyers; the
Innocence Network to fund training
at their annual meeting; and to
the Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC) in support of the Southeast
Immigrant Freedom Initiative (SIFI).
We are continually looking for new
organizations to support. If you
know of one whose work is consistent with the purposes set out in
our articles of incorporation, please
suggest their name to me.

Foundation
Executive
Committee

and professional representation, we
endeavor to win every meritorious
case brought on behalf of immigrants detained in the southeastern
United States — and to the extent
possible bonded or paroled immigrants who had been detained — as
a result of recent and anticipated
immigration enforcement.”

Thank you again for your support of
this important work. As you consider your charitable giving, please
include the foundation so that it
can not only continue its work, but
support even more worthy organizations advancing ISOB’s goals and
principles. You can easily donate in
honor of or in memory of colleagues
or friends as a way of acknowledging them and supporting the foundation’s work.

President

Joseph S. Daly
Nebraska

Vice President
Rebecca S. Thiem
North Dakota

Secretary/Treasurer
David S. Maring
North Dakota

Board of Governors
Robert Frazer Clark
Georgia

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

James K. Dorsett III
North Carolina

Robert M. Dowd
California

There are two ways to donate. You
can donate by credit card through
the website on the foundation’s page
Grantees value our work. A good
or you can send a check to the Interexample: “We deeply appreciate this national Society of Barristers Founspecial contribution for the Southdation at P.O. Box 21320, Durham,
east Immigrant Freedom Initiative
North Carolina 27703.
(SIFI),” said SPLC’s president, Richard Cohen.
Donations, of course, are fully tax
deductible and will be acknowlMr. Cohen, a former speaker at an
edged to you and to appropriate
annual meeting added, “Our attorothers, if made in honor of or in
neys are working with pro-bono
memory of someone.
counsel to ensure that every immigrant swept up in a raid in the
Thank for the honor and privilege to
Southeast has legal counsel. By
serve as your president of this great
providing aggressive, high-quality,
foundation.
Nöel Ferris

Dec. 21, 1948 - May 21, 2017
Nöel, of Sacramento, California, met her
husband, Parker, also an ISOB fellow, while
in law school. She was president of the
International Academy of Trial lawyers, a
consumate advocate and committed to the
prevention of human trafficking.

We remember
Bradford M. “Buck” Gearinger
Nov. 17, 1940 - May 30, 2017

Buck, of Akron, Ohio, was a major in the Marine
Corps and won the Akron Bar Association’s Professionalism Award during his years of practice.
His wife, Paula, survives him.

James J. Ormiston
Texas

Lance Sears
Colorado

William R. Sieben
Minnesota

William B. Smith
California

Timothy S. Trecek
Wisconsin

Staff
executive secretary
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

William T. Robinson III
Dec. 6, 1945 - May 9, 2017

Bill, of Lexington, Kentucky, was the
135th President of the American Bar
Association and is survived by his wife,
Joan, and his extended family.

Please contact the society at beskind@law.duke.edu if you know of a fellow who has passed away.
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Prosecuting the infamous underwear bomber case
Let me tell you about Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, who came in on Christmas Day
to Detroit on a plane with a bomb. He was
sent by Al-Qaeda to destroy the aircraft. He
failed, was arrested when he landed, and that
touched off a massive federal investigation ...
It was the largest investigation I’ve ever been
involved in. And certainly the most fascinating case I’ve ever been involved in.

... often times I hear people say to me in
talking about terrorism that their perception
of a suicide bomber is somebody who is not
well-educated, poor, and doesn’t really know
what they’re doing, maybe was brainwashed
into doing it. That type of description certainly does not fit Abdulmutallab, and I think it
really doesn’t fit many of the suicide bombers
... Mr. Abdulmutallab was from one of the
wealthiest families in Nigeria. ... He was also
highly educated. ...
And the mission that Al-Qaeda developed
was that Abdulmutallab would destroy a U.S.
airliner. That was the key; it had to be a U.S.
airliner, and it had to be over American soil.
Every other detail was left to him. ...

Abdulmutallab is on the plane and he goes
to the bathroom where he stays for about 20
minutes. And what he does in the bathroom
is he engages in a cleansing. He puts perfume
on himself ... he’s preparing to go to heaven.
So and he really, really overdoes it with the
perfume, in fact many of the witnesses on

the plane recalled the smell of perfume as
he walked back from the bathroom. .... He returns to his seat. He pulls a blanket up to his
chin and around his head and then he goes
into his pants where the bomb was hidden
and he depresses the plunger on the syringe,
which initiates the explosion. ...

I don’t know if you all do this, but when I
have a big, complicated case, I sometimes
will assign memory aids to witnesses, maybe
a quality about that witness; I’ll give them a
nickname Well,
we did that
in this case,
because we interviewed this
gentleman and
he told us that
when Abdulmutallab pulled that blanket up and initiated
the bomb, he turned to Abdulmutallab when
he saw the fire and he said, “Dude, your pants
are on fire.” ... It’s true. It’s true. So we called
him Dude. ...

“the most
fascinating case
I’ve ever been
involved in.”

So the passengers, they subdue Abdulmutallab, they extinguish the fire. ... [T]hey moved
him up to business class ... And he is seated
in a seat right across from a flight attendant
... And she said to him, “What did you have?”
And he ignored her at first, ... so she said,
“No, I said to you, what did you have?” And
he said, “Explosive device.” ... [W]e love this
piece of evidence because the federal statute

that we charged him with, the exact wording
in the statute is “explosive device.” ...
After the attack, Al-Qaeda released a video of
Abdulmutallab where Al-Qaeda took credit
for the attack. They talked about how the
bomb had defeated Western security, which
is a big selling point for them; they talked
about the defendant himself, kind of lionizing
him and encouraging others to be like him ...

And the legacy of this case I just want to
touch on briefly ... It’s much, much harder when the potential attacker is a lonely,
distraught, young man living in his parent’s
basement who has no previous contact with
law enforcement ... decides to pick up a gun,
or ... simply drives a vehicle into a busy university and steps out with a knife and starts
stabbing people. That is a much, much more
difficult problem for the FBI to handle. And
they’re in a situation where even one failure
is a failure for the FBI. ... Terrorists are in a
completely different position. They can fail
99 percent of the time, but if they just get one
it’s a success, and the bomb doesn’t even have
to fully function for them to have a success.
The FBI is just the opposite. So they have a
tremendously difficult job ahead of them.

Michael C. Martin has been an assistant U.S.
attorney in the Eastern district of Michigan since
2008. He’s assigned to the office’s National Security Unit, where he prosecutes terrorism, espionage, and other national security crimes. This
article is excerpted from his talk at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a
future issue of the ISOB Quarterly.

Cutting edge of fetal surgery, gene therapy
I’m really excited to talk about something that
I’m super passionate about and that’s treating
the unborn patient. … I want to tackle two
giant topics: One is in utero fetal surgery and
the other one is gene therapy. Widely divergent topics but two very important topics. I
want to hit on gene therapy because we have a
gene therapy lab. We’ve had a pretty significant breakthrough last year and I think that
gene therapy has the potential to not only cure
disease locally and regionally but nationally
Brad Feltis
and internationally, and gene therapy might
be one of the keys to rescuing the healthcare crisis that we have
worldwide. …

This family came to us, they actually came to us eight years ago
and they had a bad problem. They were happy that they were
pregnant with twins. .... They were very sad to find out that their
twins had something called Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome.
… they share a placenta. … In Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome, ... there becomes an imbalance in blood flow between the
two twins. One twin acts as the donor twin. He donates blood
volume to the recipient twin, and so this baby gets really big. His
gestational sac gets really big because he’s trying to get rid of that
volume by making urine. This baby goes into horrible kidney failure. This baby goes into horrible heart failure and left untreated,
95 percent of these babies die before 24 weeks. … These babies
have a bad, bad problem with very few options until about a de-
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cade ago when medical device technology and optics technology
had finally advanced to a point where we could start really doing
things inside the womb.

Operating with tiny cameras and tiny equipment is called fetoscopic surgery and so people have known for the last generation
that if you could figure out a way to disrupt those blood vessels,
to disrupt those communications between the babies, then you
could potentially treat the disease … We need to track the blood
vessels going from one baby to the other … Once we do that, we
introduce a 600 nanometer laser fiber. This is called a diode laser.
It fires under water and you cauterize or cook these blood vessels.
This is the tricky part of the case. You have to hold this probe
right next to the blood vessel without touching it because the
babies only have about half an ounce of circulating blood volume
and they can hemorrhage to death real quick if you rupture one
of those blood vessels. … We turn the placenta into essentially
two separate halves. Each of the babies has their own half of the
placenta and then the disease process reverses itself. … So these
are babies that wouldn’t have lived before and now you get the
best Christmas picture of all time...
So what is fetal surgery? So it’s a new field. … You can do an
open fetal surgery to expose some or all of the baby, do an operation on the baby, put the baby back in and have the pregnancy
continue. Up until a few years ago, the only indication for open
fetal surgery was for lethal problems because it’s a big deal …
continued on page 5

Thank you, Cindy

When the offices of the ISOB
moved from Ann Arbor,
Michigan, to Durham, North
Carolina, on John Reeds’
retirement, I reached out to
the most qualified person I
knew to handle our finances.
That person was Cindy
Henry, who had handled the
books of my former law firm.
For the past six years, Cindy
has been comptroller for
the society and foundation.
Her work has been perfect
— literally, perfect. Every

account has balanced to the
penny. And she has been a
wonderful colleague. We bid
Cindy goodbye as she moves
to the North Carolina coast
and thank her for her great
work.

Nicole Satterwhite will
be our new comptroller.
Please contact her with any
questions about finances,
billing or foundation
donations.
— Don Beskind

Mission stateMent

Membership in the International Society
of Barristers is extended to advocates
of exceptional talent whose qualities,
including integrity, honor and collegiality,
embody the spirit of the true professional.
Membership is by invitation only after
a rigorous screening process involving
lawyers and judges to identify trial lawyers
who meet its standards.
The society nurtures excellence and
professionalism in advocacy by its recognition of members’ achievements and
providing an opportunity for them, and
their spouses and guests, to meet and
find renewal of spirit in the company of
others who have traveled a similar road.
Its annual convention combines presen-

Submissions wanted

We want you. Or
ethics. Works that
more specifically,
have been previwe want what you
ously published
have written. If
are fine if the
you have aucopyright holder
thored something
consents and the
you think would
publication was
be suitable for
not such that our
our Quarterly,
members would
please submit it
have already seen
for consideration.
the work.
Past publications
have included fellows’
Send your submissions to
prose and poetry on topics Don Beskind at beskind@
from baseball to legal
law.duke.edu

tations, extraordinary in their quality and
diversity, that include topics drawn from
the arts, politics, science and other areas
of interest to lawyers and nonlawyers
alike with a broad range of social and
recreational activities. Barristers have no
rank or privilege among them and gather
annually to renew old friendships and to
make new ones. The society publishes a
quarterly journal of topics covered at the
meeting and otherwise of interest to its
members.
Through the ISOB, the society supports
the work of other organizations whose
endeavors are consistent with the society’s support of excellence and advocacy
under the adversarial system.

Fetal surgery, gene therapy
continued from page 4

[O]pen fetal surgery really hit a milestone
a few years ago when this randomized trial
was performed and this is for a repair of
myelomeningocele also called spina bifida.
… We make an incision in the uterus to
expose the baby and then we do an operation on the baby. … We don’t want to bring
the baby out of the uterus for this. We want
to manipulate the baby as little as possible.
We want to float the baby up to where we
make our incision in the uterus and then we
want to fix the baby and then tuck the baby
back in. … We haven’t cured the disease
but we’ve dramatically reduced the effects
of the disease and that’s what our goal is
for these surgeries. …
Our research focus is ex vivo gene therapy.
... Within a few years, we’re going to do
in utero gene therapy. We will be able to
give genes to the developing babies that

they’re missing and ultimately we want to
do gene correction…with the new technology .... [y]ou can specifically target exactly
where in the genome you’re missing a gene
and you can put it back. We have a lot of
single gene disorders ... like sickle cell
anemia, cystic fibrosis... If you can put the
defective gene back where it belongs, you
can cure a disease. We can do this in the
laboratory and we’re very, very close to
doing it in humans. … I think the potential
of gene therapy for the human population
is tremendous in both reducing disease but
really taking a lot of the heavy burden off
of the healthcare system.

Brad A. Feltis, M.D., PhD., is one of the world’s
few pediatric surgeons specializing in diagnosing
and treating anomalies in developing babies still
in the womb. This article is excerpted from his remarks at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a future issue of the ISOB
Quarterly.

Nominations

The rhythm of life for the ISOB is
the retirement of older fellows and
the nominations of new ones. If
you are interested in submitting
a nomination, log into the ISOB
website and click on the “Nominate”
tab and select the sub-tab of “How
to Nominate.”
If you have questions, contact Don
Beskind at beskind@law.duke.edu
or (919) 612-3955.
All qualified candidates will be
considered but we are particularly
interested in receiving nominations
of younger, female and more
diverse candidates.

President’s letter
continued from page 1

relationship with the English bar.
Third, be on the lookout for competent,
experienced trial lawyers to nominate to
join ISOB. Contact your state chair or Don
Beskind, our administrative secretary.
Lastly, I want to remind our fellows of the
great work our foundation is doing. Last
year the foundation awarded grants to
organizations who support ISOB’s mission
of encouraging advocacy in the adversary
system and retention of trial by jury.
I look forward to seeing many of you in
London. In the meantime, please send
your ideas, suggestions and nominations
for new fellows.
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Cancún, Mexico
2017

Annual Meeting

Larry Rogers Jr. and family with Tom Rhodes, right

Left to right: John and Jennifer Uustal and Mike Prangle

Dan and Sharon Baradat

Left to right: Scott Costantino, Gisela and Tad Griffin
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Fellows, guests enjoy Yucatán hospitality

Barristers, spouses, family, and guests gathered in March
at the Ritz-Carlton in Cancún for the 2017 Annual Meeting
planned to perfection by Dan and Sharon Baradat. More
than six days with perfect weather – for which the Baradats take full credit – we inducted 24 new fellows, including one who joined us from New Zealand; had meetings
of the society’s board of governors, the foundation’s board
of governors, and state chairs; heard from nine speakers;
enjoyed the company of other fellows and guests at dinners with live music; and partook of the wonderful activities available in this magnificent part of Mexico.

Speakers were selected by Tom and Maria Cranmer. Four
covered legal topics of general interest. Justice Bridget M.
McCormack from the Michigan Supreme Court gave the
inaugural John Reed professionalism lecture on the work
being done to eliminate junk science in criminal cases.
Rob Cary, who represented the late Sen. Ted Stevens,
spoke about Stevens’ wrongful conviction. Michael Martin
spoke about his role in prosecuting the “underwear bomber.” And Jess Bravin, from The Wall Street Journal, shared
his reporting on the Guantanamo terror courts. Other
speakers ran a fascinating gamut. At one ethereal extreme was famed chef, Jimmy Schmidt of the Rattlesnake

Grill, speaking on the intersection of natural nutrition and flavor.
While at the other extreme, Peter Morey enlightened us about
NASA’s upcoming James Webb space telescope. In between, Karl
Taube told tales of recent excavations at Chichen Itza. Dr. Brad
Feltis updated us on developments in fetal surgery and gene treatments, and the ever-popular Will Durst hit new heights of political
satire with the “The New Abnormal.”
Activities included a trip to the Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza, an
underground cave tour of the Río Secreto and a water jungle safari
as well as deep-sea fishing, sailing, snorkeling, cooking classes
and golf at several local courses. A big barristers thank you to Dan,
Sharon, Tom and Maria for making it a special week.

Top right: John Reed, our resident party animal
Above: Dancing to Liquid Blue
Left: Welcome reception and dinner, South Pool and Courtyard
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London calling

Save the date for the next annual meeting

April 15-19, 2018
Join us for our
first overseas
meeting, in London,
England. Fellows
will be staying at
The Dorchester
in the Mayfair
area near Hyde
Park. Outstanding
speakers, food and
entertainment
await. We will see
you there!

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE

Letter from president
future meetings
prosecuting the underwear bomber
treating the unborn patient
2017 inductees
we remember
news of note
update from cancún board meeting

If you need anything from the Barristers, contact:

Prof. Donald H. Beskind
(919) 613-7085
beskind@law.duke.edu

Send dues payment and foundation donations to:

International Society of Barristers
Post Office Box 21320
Durham, NC 27703
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George M. Vetter
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Providence RI 02903-1114
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Executive committee
President

Judy Barrasso
Louisiana

First Vice-President
Harry H. Schneider Jr.
Washington

Second Vice-President
Thomas W. Cranmer
Michigan

Secretary Treasurer
J. Kenneth McEwan
British Columbia

Immediate Past President
Daniel R. Baradat
California

Board of Governors
Peter Brodhead
Ohio

Steve Bruckner
Nebraska

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

Maxon Davis
Montana

James P. Frickleton
Kansas

Kevin Krist
Texas

Stephen H. Kupperman
Louisiana

Kathleen Lang
Michigan

Bruce A. Montoya
Colorado

Summer greetings from The Big Easy
Greetings from New Orleans
where our sultry summer
is in full swing. I hope you
enjoy reading The Crier,
the International Society of
Barristers’ new publication.
We are very excited about its
launch. Through The Crier,
we hope to keep our members
up to date about meetings
and activities. The Crier also
provides a means to more often
communicate with our fellows.

We will be hosted by the
fabulous Dorchester Hotel, in
As with any new publication, the Mayfair area across from
Hyde Park. The Dorchester
we expect to tweak it going
boasts newly renovated
forward and welcome your
feedback to help us publish a rooms, and its flower-filled
Promenade, common areas and
user-friendly product.
ballrooms are quintessential
I am excited and humbled to be London.
the president of this awesome
organization. As I look back at Ken and Jackie McEwan have
been working hard to secure
the list of my predecessors, I
know I have huge shoes to fill. outstanding speakers on a range
But, I am working to do that. of topics. And, importantly,
we are having two parties at
A principle goal for this year the Dorchester, with great
is to emphasize the “internaentertainment, music, dancing,
tional” in the International
scrumptious food, and ample
Society of Barristers. So, we
drinks.

Future meetings

Kathleen Flynn Peterson
Minnesota

2017 Board of Governors
Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton

David D. Powell, Jr.

October 4-7, 2017

Ray Persons
Georgia

Colorado

LeAnn Sanders
Nevada

Stephen Wade
Maine

Christopher Wesierski
California

Staff
Administrative
Secretary & Editor
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

Administrative Secretary &
Editor Emeritus
John W. Reed
Michigan

are making
our inaugural
trip to another
continent
and going
to London
for our
next annual
meeting, set
Judy Barrasso
for April 15-19,
2018. Mark your calendars!

New Orleans, Louisiana

2018 Annual Meeting
The Dorchester
London, England

April 15-19, 2018
2019 Annual Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton,
Dove Mountain
Tuscon, Arizona

March 24-30, 2019

N e ws

Beyond the Dorchester,
London offers fantastic sites,
including the Middle Temple
Inn of Court, the Imperial
War Museum, Tate Modern
Art Museum and the West
End theatres. We will host
an off-site dinner at Gibson
Hall, a magnificent former
banking hall in the heart of
the original city, and there
will be a free night to plan
your own adventures. For
those seeking further activities
with our fellows, an after
trip to St Andrews, Scotland,
is available. Be looking to
register in early September.

Another ISOB goal is to
have a more internationally
diverse membership. At our
annual meeting in Cancún in
March, the board approved
the nominations of several
candidates from the London
area. We hope that the newly
selected fellows will be
inducted at the London meeting
and will mark a renewal of our
continued on page 5

o f N ot e

The International Society of
Barristers has created an
annual lectureship to honor
John W. Reed, Thomas M.
Cooley Professor of Law
Emeritus at the University
of Michigan Law School
and retired Wayne State
University Law School
dean. On March 24, Michigan State Supreme Court
Justice Bridget McCormack
delivered the inaugural
John Reed Lecture at the
ISOB’s 2017 meeting.
Titled “The Forensic Science Frontier: It’s up to the
Lawyers,” the lecture drew

on McCormack’s extensive
involvement with studies
of the validity of forensic
evidence. Reed became
an academic fellow of the
society in 1978 and served
as administrative secretary
and editor of its journal,
Quarterly, from 1979 to
2010. For the last 20 years
of his tenure in the society,
Professor Reed gave the
concluding speech at each
annual convention, urging
the fellows on to a sense of
high purpose.
— State Bar of Michigan
more news on page 2
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Who knew? Getting to know the 2017 inductees

Front row, left to right: Sherry
Knutson (Illinois); Tom Rhodes
(Texas); Angelo Patacca (Florida);
Leslie Packer (North Carolina);
Larry Rogers Jr. (Illinois); Todd
Gardner (Washington); Pam Andrews
(Washington)
Middle row, left to right: Jim
Swanson (Louisiana); Chris
Messerly (Minnesota); Emile Banks
(Wisconsin); Buck Cire (Texas);
Robert David (Louisiana); Minor
Pipes (Louisiana); Dinyar Marzban
(British Columbia); Peter Schmit
(Minnesota)
Back row, left to right: Mike
Prangle (Illinois); Ryan Langley
(South Carolina); Steven Maher
(Florida); Scott McLaren (Florida);
Brandon Thompson (Minnesota);
Colin Carruthers (New Zealand);
Bob Cooper (British Columbia); John
Uustal (Florida); Tad Griffin (Florida)

Pam Andrews: Over the past 31 years, my
husband Tad and I have adopted 10 rescue
dogs: one deaf; one so timid she would not
walk; one who had lost her hair from anxiety over her prior living conditions; three
with cancer; all with endless personality.

Ryan Langley: I am passionate about
really good food and wild game, which
motivates a love for hunting, vegetable
gardening and cooking.

Peter Schmit: I grew up on a small dairy
farm in Northern Minnestsoa, where, as
the youngest of eight kids, had the daily
task of helping milk cows at 6am and 6pm
Monday through Sunday. Law is easy
compared to that.

Steven Maher: I enjoy golf, traveling
with my wife, Wendy, reading, listening to
Brandon Thompson: I love the mountains
Emile Banks: I am the first assistant pastor music and cycling.
(despite the lack of them in Minnesota),
of a mega church, Christian Faith Fellowand have been to the highest point of each
ship Church, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Dinyar Marzban: My interests are road
of the 50 states.
cycling, sculling and trap shooting.
Colin Carruthers: I run a vineyard and
winery located just outside Martinborough, Scott McLaren: I enjoy bird hunting, fish- John Uustal: I like the beach in Fort
Lauderdale, the St. Lawrence River, and
New Zealand, producing primarily Pinot
ing and skiing and would enjoy golf, but
anywhere in Italy.
Noir, but also Pinot Gris, Chardonnay,
for the part about keeping score.
Chenin Blanc, Syrah and Viognier, marketed under the label “Te Muna Valley.”
Chris Messerly: I am married to my high
school sweetheart, Joanne, and I am an
George Cire: I am an avid outdoorsman
Ironman triathlete and hockey player, and I
ews of Note
— fishing, hunting, surfing — and I make restore old cars.
continued from page 1
custom fishing rods.
On April 12, John Hunter Q.C., a
Leslie Packer: Now that we are empty
fellow since 2006, was appointed
Robert Cooper: I like to do anything out- nesters, my husband and I enjoy going on
directly to the Court of Appeal of
doors in the mountains of British Colum- long walks with our dog, and I am conBritish Columbia. Called to the bars
bia.
stantly challenged to come up with new
of British Columbia, the Yukon and
recipes to use the vegetables and herbs we
Ontario, Justice Hunter regularly
Todd Gardner: I enjoy skiing, playing
grow in our garden.
appeared before the Supreme Court
golf, being out on the water and doing just
of Canada, including his noted apabout anything with Polly, our boys and
Angelo Patacca: I enjoy long-distance
pointment as an amicus curiae in the
other family and friends.
motorcycle adventures, Brazilian jiu jitsu,
2014 Senate Reform Reference. His
and helping coach my sons’ high school
recent trial work included Henry v.
David Glover: I am a proud father of
lacrosse teams.
British Columbia (Attorney General)
6-year-old Olivia and 3-year-old Lilly and
in which he represented the provthe prouder husband of Theresa; we enjoy H. Minor Pipes III: I travel, read and play
ince of British Columbia in a claim
hiking, biking, floating rivers, swimming
tennis — chasing my three sons through
brought by a plaintiff arising out of his
and being with each other and with friends. most of them.
wrongful conviction and incarceration
for 27 years. Hunter taught National
Tad Griffin: In the summers, our family
J. Thomas Rhodes III: I really enjoy fishJudicial Institute programs on judicial
ing and bird hunting.
golfs and hikes together in Colorado.
decision-making and judicial ethics.
He served as president of the Law
Society of British Columbia and of
Sherry Knutson: I spend as much time as Larry Rogers Jr.: In my free time, I enjoy
the Federation of Law Societies of
being a volleyball dad, driving instructor,
I can at our log cabin in Indiana, where I
Canada.
enjoy outdoor activities: from bird-watch- horseback riding partner, and legal debater
— Submitted by Ken McEwan
ing to foraging to making apple cider on an with my four children.
old-fashioned press.

N
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The ISOB Foundation
From Joe Daly, president of the
foundation:

This year we made $50,000 in
grants of $10,000 each to five organizations: the National Institute for
Trial Advocacy (NITA) to fund the
International Society of Barristers
Spangenberg/Liber Scholarships to
NITA trial skills training programs;
the Center for Death Penalty Litigation to fund training for post-conviction death penalty lawyers; the
Innocence Network to fund training
at their annual meeting; and to
the Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC) in support of the Southeast
Immigrant Freedom Initiative (SIFI).
We are continually looking for new
organizations to support. If you
know of one whose work is consistent with the purposes set out in
our articles of incorporation, please
suggest their name to me.

Foundation
Executive
Committee

and professional representation, we
endeavor to win every meritorious
case brought on behalf of immigrants detained in the southeastern
United States — and to the extent
possible bonded or paroled immigrants who had been detained — as
a result of recent and anticipated
immigration enforcement.”

Thank you again for your support of
this important work. As you consider your charitable giving, please
include the foundation so that it
can not only continue its work, but
support even more worthy organizations advancing ISOB’s goals and
principles. You can easily donate in
honor of or in memory of colleagues
or friends as a way of acknowledging them and supporting the foundation’s work.

President

Joseph S. Daly
Nebraska

Vice President
Rebecca S. Thiem
North Dakota

Secretary/Treasurer
David S. Maring
North Dakota

Board of Governors
Robert Frazer Clark
Georgia

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

James K. Dorsett III
North Carolina

Robert M. Dowd
California

There are two ways to donate. You
can donate by credit card through
the website on the foundation’s page
Grantees value our work. A good
or you can send a check to the Interexample: “We deeply appreciate this national Society of Barristers Founspecial contribution for the Southdation at P.O. Box 21320, Durham,
east Immigrant Freedom Initiative
North Carolina 27703.
(SIFI),” said SPLC’s president, Richard Cohen.
Donations, of course, are fully tax
deductible and will be acknowlMr. Cohen, a former speaker at an
edged to you and to appropriate
annual meeting added, “Our attorothers, if made in honor of or in
neys are working with pro-bono
memory of someone.
counsel to ensure that every immigrant swept up in a raid in the
Thank for the honor and privilege to
Southeast has legal counsel. By
serve as your president of this great
providing aggressive, high-quality,
foundation.
Nöel Ferris

Dec. 21, 1948 - May 21, 2017
Nöel, of Sacramento, California, met her
husband, Parker, also an ISOB fellow, while
in law school. She was president of the
International Academy of Trial lawyers, a
consumate advocate and committed to the
prevention of human trafficking.

We remember
Bradford M. “Buck” Gearinger
Nov. 17, 1940 - May 30, 2017

Buck, of Akron, Ohio, was a major in the Marine
Corps and won the Akron Bar Association’s Professionalism Award during his years of practice.
His wife, Paula, survives him.

James J. Ormiston
Texas

Lance Sears
Colorado

William R. Sieben
Minnesota

William B. Smith
California

Timothy S. Trecek
Wisconsin

Staff
executive secretary
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

William T. Robinson III
Dec. 6, 1945 - May 9, 2017

Bill, of Lexington, Kentucky, was the
135th President of the American Bar
Association and is survived by his wife,
Joan, and his extended family.

Please contact the society at beskind@law.duke.edu if you know of a fellow who has passed away.
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Prosecuting the infamous underwear bomber case
Let me tell you about Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, who came in on Christmas Day
to Detroit on a plane with a bomb. He was
sent by Al-Qaeda to destroy the aircraft. He
failed, was arrested when he landed, and that
touched off a massive federal investigation ...
It was the largest investigation I’ve ever been
involved in. And certainly the most fascinating case I’ve ever been involved in.

... often times I hear people say to me in
talking about terrorism that their perception
of a suicide bomber is somebody who is not
well-educated, poor, and doesn’t really know
what they’re doing, maybe was brainwashed
into doing it. That type of description certainly does not fit Abdulmutallab, and I think it
really doesn’t fit many of the suicide bombers
... Mr. Abdulmutallab was from one of the
wealthiest families in Nigeria. ... He was also
highly educated. ...
And the mission that Al-Qaeda developed
was that Abdulmutallab would destroy a U.S.
airliner. That was the key; it had to be a U.S.
airliner, and it had to be over American soil.
Every other detail was left to him. ...

Abdulmutallab is on the plane and he goes
to the bathroom where he stays for about 20
minutes. And what he does in the bathroom
is he engages in a cleansing. He puts perfume
on himself ... he’s preparing to go to heaven.
So and he really, really overdoes it with the
perfume, in fact many of the witnesses on

the plane recalled the smell of perfume as
he walked back from the bathroom. .... He returns to his seat. He pulls a blanket up to his
chin and around his head and then he goes
into his pants where the bomb was hidden
and he depresses the plunger on the syringe,
which initiates the explosion. ...

I don’t know if you all do this, but when I
have a big, complicated case, I sometimes
will assign memory aids to witnesses, maybe
a quality about that witness; I’ll give them a
nickname Well,
we did that
in this case,
because we interviewed this
gentleman and
he told us that
when Abdulmutallab pulled that blanket up and initiated
the bomb, he turned to Abdulmutallab when
he saw the fire and he said, “Dude, your pants
are on fire.” ... It’s true. It’s true. So we called
him Dude. ...

“the most
fascinating case
I’ve ever been
involved in.”

So the passengers, they subdue Abdulmutallab, they extinguish the fire. ... [T]hey moved
him up to business class ... And he is seated
in a seat right across from a flight attendant
... And she said to him, “What did you have?”
And he ignored her at first, ... so she said,
“No, I said to you, what did you have?” And
he said, “Explosive device.” ... [W]e love this
piece of evidence because the federal statute

that we charged him with, the exact wording
in the statute is “explosive device.” ...
After the attack, Al-Qaeda released a video of
Abdulmutallab where Al-Qaeda took credit
for the attack. They talked about how the
bomb had defeated Western security, which
is a big selling point for them; they talked
about the defendant himself, kind of lionizing
him and encouraging others to be like him ...

And the legacy of this case I just want to
touch on briefly ... It’s much, much harder when the potential attacker is a lonely,
distraught, young man living in his parent’s
basement who has no previous contact with
law enforcement ... decides to pick up a gun,
or ... simply drives a vehicle into a busy university and steps out with a knife and starts
stabbing people. That is a much, much more
difficult problem for the FBI to handle. And
they’re in a situation where even one failure
is a failure for the FBI. ... Terrorists are in a
completely different position. They can fail
99 percent of the time, but if they just get one
it’s a success, and the bomb doesn’t even have
to fully function for them to have a success.
The FBI is just the opposite. So they have a
tremendously difficult job ahead of them.

Michael C. Martin has been an assistant U.S.
attorney in the Eastern district of Michigan since
2008. He’s assigned to the office’s National Security Unit, where he prosecutes terrorism, espionage, and other national security crimes. This
article is excerpted from his talk at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a
future issue of the ISOB Quarterly.

Cutting edge of fetal surgery, gene therapy
I’m really excited to talk about something that
I’m super passionate about and that’s treating
the unborn patient. … I want to tackle two
giant topics: One is in utero fetal surgery and
the other one is gene therapy. Widely divergent topics but two very important topics. I
want to hit on gene therapy because we have a
gene therapy lab. We’ve had a pretty significant breakthrough last year and I think that
gene therapy has the potential to not only cure
disease locally and regionally but nationally
Brad Feltis
and internationally, and gene therapy might
be one of the keys to rescuing the healthcare crisis that we have
worldwide. …

This family came to us, they actually came to us eight years ago
and they had a bad problem. They were happy that they were
pregnant with twins. .... They were very sad to find out that their
twins had something called Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome.
… they share a placenta. … In Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome, ... there becomes an imbalance in blood flow between the
two twins. One twin acts as the donor twin. He donates blood
volume to the recipient twin, and so this baby gets really big. His
gestational sac gets really big because he’s trying to get rid of that
volume by making urine. This baby goes into horrible kidney failure. This baby goes into horrible heart failure and left untreated,
95 percent of these babies die before 24 weeks. … These babies
have a bad, bad problem with very few options until about a de-
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cade ago when medical device technology and optics technology
had finally advanced to a point where we could start really doing
things inside the womb.

Operating with tiny cameras and tiny equipment is called fetoscopic surgery and so people have known for the last generation
that if you could figure out a way to disrupt those blood vessels,
to disrupt those communications between the babies, then you
could potentially treat the disease … We need to track the blood
vessels going from one baby to the other … Once we do that, we
introduce a 600 nanometer laser fiber. This is called a diode laser.
It fires under water and you cauterize or cook these blood vessels.
This is the tricky part of the case. You have to hold this probe
right next to the blood vessel without touching it because the
babies only have about half an ounce of circulating blood volume
and they can hemorrhage to death real quick if you rupture one
of those blood vessels. … We turn the placenta into essentially
two separate halves. Each of the babies has their own half of the
placenta and then the disease process reverses itself. … So these
are babies that wouldn’t have lived before and now you get the
best Christmas picture of all time...
So what is fetal surgery? So it’s a new field. … You can do an
open fetal surgery to expose some or all of the baby, do an operation on the baby, put the baby back in and have the pregnancy
continue. Up until a few years ago, the only indication for open
fetal surgery was for lethal problems because it’s a big deal …
continued on page 5

Thank you, Cindy

When the offices of the ISOB
moved from Ann Arbor,
Michigan, to Durham, North
Carolina, on John Reeds’
retirement, I reached out to
the most qualified person I
knew to handle our finances.
That person was Cindy
Henry, who had handled the
books of my former law firm.
For the past six years, Cindy
has been comptroller for
the society and foundation.
Her work has been perfect
— literally, perfect. Every

account has balanced to the
penny. And she has been a
wonderful colleague. We bid
Cindy goodbye as she moves
to the North Carolina coast
and thank her for her great
work.

Nicole Satterwhite will
be our new comptroller.
Please contact her with any
questions about finances,
billing or foundation
donations.
— Don Beskind

Mission stateMent

Membership in the International Society
of Barristers is extended to advocates
of exceptional talent whose qualities,
including integrity, honor and collegiality,
embody the spirit of the true professional.
Membership is by invitation only after
a rigorous screening process involving
lawyers and judges to identify trial lawyers
who meet its standards.
The society nurtures excellence and
professionalism in advocacy by its recognition of members’ achievements and
providing an opportunity for them, and
their spouses and guests, to meet and
find renewal of spirit in the company of
others who have traveled a similar road.
Its annual convention combines presen-

Submissions wanted

We want you. Or
ethics. Works that
more specifically,
have been previwe want what you
ously published
have written. If
are fine if the
you have aucopyright holder
thored something
consents and the
you think would
publication was
be suitable for
not such that our
our Quarterly,
members would
please submit it
have already seen
for consideration.
the work.
Past publications
have included fellows’
Send your submissions to
prose and poetry on topics Don Beskind at beskind@
from baseball to legal
law.duke.edu

tations, extraordinary in their quality and
diversity, that include topics drawn from
the arts, politics, science and other areas
of interest to lawyers and nonlawyers
alike with a broad range of social and
recreational activities. Barristers have no
rank or privilege among them and gather
annually to renew old friendships and to
make new ones. The society publishes a
quarterly journal of topics covered at the
meeting and otherwise of interest to its
members.
Through the ISOB, the society supports
the work of other organizations whose
endeavors are consistent with the society’s support of excellence and advocacy
under the adversarial system.

Fetal surgery, gene therapy
continued from page 4

[O]pen fetal surgery really hit a milestone
a few years ago when this randomized trial
was performed and this is for a repair of
myelomeningocele also called spina bifida.
… We make an incision in the uterus to
expose the baby and then we do an operation on the baby. … We don’t want to bring
the baby out of the uterus for this. We want
to manipulate the baby as little as possible.
We want to float the baby up to where we
make our incision in the uterus and then we
want to fix the baby and then tuck the baby
back in. … We haven’t cured the disease
but we’ve dramatically reduced the effects
of the disease and that’s what our goal is
for these surgeries. …
Our research focus is ex vivo gene therapy.
... Within a few years, we’re going to do
in utero gene therapy. We will be able to
give genes to the developing babies that

they’re missing and ultimately we want to
do gene correction…with the new technology .... [y]ou can specifically target exactly
where in the genome you’re missing a gene
and you can put it back. We have a lot of
single gene disorders ... like sickle cell
anemia, cystic fibrosis... If you can put the
defective gene back where it belongs, you
can cure a disease. We can do this in the
laboratory and we’re very, very close to
doing it in humans. … I think the potential
of gene therapy for the human population
is tremendous in both reducing disease but
really taking a lot of the heavy burden off
of the healthcare system.

Brad A. Feltis, M.D., PhD., is one of the world’s
few pediatric surgeons specializing in diagnosing
and treating anomalies in developing babies still
in the womb. This article is excerpted from his remarks at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a future issue of the ISOB
Quarterly.

Nominations

The rhythm of life for the ISOB is
the retirement of older fellows and
the nominations of new ones. If
you are interested in submitting
a nomination, log into the ISOB
website and click on the “Nominate”
tab and select the sub-tab of “How
to Nominate.”
If you have questions, contact Don
Beskind at beskind@law.duke.edu
or (919) 612-3955.
All qualified candidates will be
considered but we are particularly
interested in receiving nominations
of younger, female and more
diverse candidates.

President’s letter
continued from page 1

relationship with the English bar.
Third, be on the lookout for competent,
experienced trial lawyers to nominate to
join ISOB. Contact your state chair or Don
Beskind, our administrative secretary.
Lastly, I want to remind our fellows of the
great work our foundation is doing. Last
year the foundation awarded grants to
organizations who support ISOB’s mission
of encouraging advocacy in the adversary
system and retention of trial by jury.
I look forward to seeing many of you in
London. In the meantime, please send
your ideas, suggestions and nominations
for new fellows.
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Cancún, Mexico
2017

Annual Meeting

Larry Rogers Jr. and family with Tom Rhodes, right

Left to right: John and Jennifer Uustal and Mike Prangle

Dan and Sharon Baradat

Left to right: Scott Costantino, Gisela and Tad Griffin
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Fellows, guests enjoy Yucatán hospitality

Barristers, spouses, family, and guests gathered in March
at the Ritz-Carlton in Cancún for the 2017 Annual Meeting
planned to perfection by Dan and Sharon Baradat. More
than six days with perfect weather – for which the Baradats take full credit – we inducted 24 new fellows, including one who joined us from New Zealand; had meetings
of the society’s board of governors, the foundation’s board
of governors, and state chairs; heard from nine speakers;
enjoyed the company of other fellows and guests at dinners with live music; and partook of the wonderful activities available in this magnificent part of Mexico.

Speakers were selected by Tom and Maria Cranmer. Four
covered legal topics of general interest. Justice Bridget M.
McCormack from the Michigan Supreme Court gave the
inaugural John Reed professionalism lecture on the work
being done to eliminate junk science in criminal cases.
Rob Cary, who represented the late Sen. Ted Stevens,
spoke about Stevens’ wrongful conviction. Michael Martin
spoke about his role in prosecuting the “underwear bomber.” And Jess Bravin, from The Wall Street Journal, shared
his reporting on the Guantanamo terror courts. Other
speakers ran a fascinating gamut. At one ethereal extreme was famed chef, Jimmy Schmidt of the Rattlesnake

Grill, speaking on the intersection of natural nutrition and flavor.
While at the other extreme, Peter Morey enlightened us about
NASA’s upcoming James Webb space telescope. In between, Karl
Taube told tales of recent excavations at Chichen Itza. Dr. Brad
Feltis updated us on developments in fetal surgery and gene treatments, and the ever-popular Will Durst hit new heights of political
satire with the “The New Abnormal.”
Activities included a trip to the Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza, an
underground cave tour of the Río Secreto and a water jungle safari
as well as deep-sea fishing, sailing, snorkeling, cooking classes
and golf at several local courses. A big barristers thank you to Dan,
Sharon, Tom and Maria for making it a special week.

Top right: John Reed, our resident party animal
Above: Dancing to Liquid Blue
Left: Welcome reception and dinner, South Pool and Courtyard
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London calling

Save the date for the next annual meeting

April 15-19, 2018
Join us for our
first overseas
meeting, in London,
England. Fellows
will be staying at
The Dorchester
in the Mayfair
area near Hyde
Park. Outstanding
speakers, food and
entertainment
await. We will see
you there!

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE

Letter from president
future meetings
prosecuting the underwear bomber
treating the unborn patient
2017 inductees
we remember
news of note
update from cancún board meeting

If you need anything from the Barristers, contact:

Prof. Donald H. Beskind
(919) 613-7085
beskind@law.duke.edu

Send dues payment and foundation donations to:

International Society of Barristers
Post Office Box 21320
Durham, NC 27703
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Executive committee
President

Judy Barrasso
Louisiana

First Vice-President
Harry H. Schneider Jr.
Washington

Second Vice-President
Thomas W. Cranmer
Michigan

Secretary Treasurer
J. Kenneth McEwan
British Columbia

Immediate Past President
Daniel R. Baradat
California

Board of Governors
Peter Brodhead
Ohio

Steve Bruckner
Nebraska

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

Maxon Davis
Montana

James P. Frickleton
Kansas

Kevin Krist
Texas

Stephen H. Kupperman
Louisiana

Kathleen Lang
Michigan

Bruce A. Montoya
Colorado

Summer greetings from The Big Easy
Greetings from New Orleans
where our sultry summer
is in full swing. I hope you
enjoy reading The Crier,
the International Society of
Barristers’ new publication.
We are very excited about its
launch. Through The Crier,
we hope to keep our members
up to date about meetings
and activities. The Crier also
provides a means to more often
communicate with our fellows.

We will be hosted by the
fabulous Dorchester Hotel, in
As with any new publication, the Mayfair area across from
Hyde Park. The Dorchester
we expect to tweak it going
boasts newly renovated
forward and welcome your
feedback to help us publish a rooms, and its flower-filled
Promenade, common areas and
user-friendly product.
ballrooms are quintessential
I am excited and humbled to be London.
the president of this awesome
organization. As I look back at Ken and Jackie McEwan have
been working hard to secure
the list of my predecessors, I
know I have huge shoes to fill. outstanding speakers on a range
But, I am working to do that. of topics. And, importantly,
we are having two parties at
A principle goal for this year the Dorchester, with great
is to emphasize the “internaentertainment, music, dancing,
tional” in the International
scrumptious food, and ample
Society of Barristers. So, we
drinks.

Future meetings

Kathleen Flynn Peterson
Minnesota

2017 Board of Governors
Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton

David D. Powell, Jr.

October 4-7, 2017

Ray Persons
Georgia

Colorado

LeAnn Sanders
Nevada

Stephen Wade
Maine

Christopher Wesierski
California

Staff
Administrative
Secretary & Editor
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

Administrative Secretary &
Editor Emeritus
John W. Reed
Michigan

are making
our inaugural
trip to another
continent
and going
to London
for our
next annual
meeting, set
Judy Barrasso
for April 15-19,
2018. Mark your calendars!

New Orleans, Louisiana

2018 Annual Meeting
The Dorchester
London, England

April 15-19, 2018
2019 Annual Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton,
Dove Mountain
Tuscon, Arizona

March 24-30, 2019

N e ws

Beyond the Dorchester,
London offers fantastic sites,
including the Middle Temple
Inn of Court, the Imperial
War Museum, Tate Modern
Art Museum and the West
End theatres. We will host
an off-site dinner at Gibson
Hall, a magnificent former
banking hall in the heart of
the original city, and there
will be a free night to plan
your own adventures. For
those seeking further activities
with our fellows, an after
trip to St Andrews, Scotland,
is available. Be looking to
register in early September.

Another ISOB goal is to
have a more internationally
diverse membership. At our
annual meeting in Cancún in
March, the board approved
the nominations of several
candidates from the London
area. We hope that the newly
selected fellows will be
inducted at the London meeting
and will mark a renewal of our
continued on page 5

o f N ot e

The International Society of
Barristers has created an
annual lectureship to honor
John W. Reed, Thomas M.
Cooley Professor of Law
Emeritus at the University
of Michigan Law School
and retired Wayne State
University Law School
dean. On March 24, Michigan State Supreme Court
Justice Bridget McCormack
delivered the inaugural
John Reed Lecture at the
ISOB’s 2017 meeting.
Titled “The Forensic Science Frontier: It’s up to the
Lawyers,” the lecture drew

on McCormack’s extensive
involvement with studies
of the validity of forensic
evidence. Reed became
an academic fellow of the
society in 1978 and served
as administrative secretary
and editor of its journal,
Quarterly, from 1979 to
2010. For the last 20 years
of his tenure in the society,
Professor Reed gave the
concluding speech at each
annual convention, urging
the fellows on to a sense of
high purpose.
— State Bar of Michigan
more news on page 2

1

Who knew? Getting to know the 2017 inductees

Front row, left to right: Sherry
Knutson (Illinois); Tom Rhodes
(Texas); Angelo Patacca (Florida);
Leslie Packer (North Carolina);
Larry Rogers Jr. (Illinois); Todd
Gardner (Washington); Pam Andrews
(Washington)
Middle row, left to right: Jim
Swanson (Louisiana); Chris
Messerly (Minnesota); Emile Banks
(Wisconsin); Buck Cire (Texas);
Robert David (Louisiana); Minor
Pipes (Louisiana); Dinyar Marzban
(British Columbia); Peter Schmit
(Minnesota)
Back row, left to right: Mike
Prangle (Illinois); Ryan Langley
(South Carolina); Steven Maher
(Florida); Scott McLaren (Florida);
Brandon Thompson (Minnesota);
Colin Carruthers (New Zealand);
Bob Cooper (British Columbia); John
Uustal (Florida); Tad Griffin (Florida)

Pam Andrews: Over the past 31 years, my
husband Tad and I have adopted 10 rescue
dogs: one deaf; one so timid she would not
walk; one who had lost her hair from anxiety over her prior living conditions; three
with cancer; all with endless personality.

Ryan Langley: I am passionate about
really good food and wild game, which
motivates a love for hunting, vegetable
gardening and cooking.

Peter Schmit: I grew up on a small dairy
farm in Northern Minnestsoa, where, as
the youngest of eight kids, had the daily
task of helping milk cows at 6am and 6pm
Monday through Sunday. Law is easy
compared to that.

Steven Maher: I enjoy golf, traveling
with my wife, Wendy, reading, listening to
Brandon Thompson: I love the mountains
Emile Banks: I am the first assistant pastor music and cycling.
(despite the lack of them in Minnesota),
of a mega church, Christian Faith Fellowand have been to the highest point of each
ship Church, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Dinyar Marzban: My interests are road
of the 50 states.
cycling, sculling and trap shooting.
Colin Carruthers: I run a vineyard and
winery located just outside Martinborough, Scott McLaren: I enjoy bird hunting, fish- John Uustal: I like the beach in Fort
Lauderdale, the St. Lawrence River, and
New Zealand, producing primarily Pinot
ing and skiing and would enjoy golf, but
anywhere in Italy.
Noir, but also Pinot Gris, Chardonnay,
for the part about keeping score.
Chenin Blanc, Syrah and Viognier, marketed under the label “Te Muna Valley.”
Chris Messerly: I am married to my high
school sweetheart, Joanne, and I am an
George Cire: I am an avid outdoorsman
Ironman triathlete and hockey player, and I
ews of Note
— fishing, hunting, surfing — and I make restore old cars.
continued from page 1
custom fishing rods.
On April 12, John Hunter Q.C., a
Leslie Packer: Now that we are empty
fellow since 2006, was appointed
Robert Cooper: I like to do anything out- nesters, my husband and I enjoy going on
directly to the Court of Appeal of
doors in the mountains of British Colum- long walks with our dog, and I am conBritish Columbia. Called to the bars
bia.
stantly challenged to come up with new
of British Columbia, the Yukon and
recipes to use the vegetables and herbs we
Ontario, Justice Hunter regularly
Todd Gardner: I enjoy skiing, playing
grow in our garden.
appeared before the Supreme Court
golf, being out on the water and doing just
of Canada, including his noted apabout anything with Polly, our boys and
Angelo Patacca: I enjoy long-distance
pointment as an amicus curiae in the
other family and friends.
motorcycle adventures, Brazilian jiu jitsu,
2014 Senate Reform Reference. His
and helping coach my sons’ high school
recent trial work included Henry v.
David Glover: I am a proud father of
lacrosse teams.
British Columbia (Attorney General)
6-year-old Olivia and 3-year-old Lilly and
in which he represented the provthe prouder husband of Theresa; we enjoy H. Minor Pipes III: I travel, read and play
ince of British Columbia in a claim
hiking, biking, floating rivers, swimming
tennis — chasing my three sons through
brought by a plaintiff arising out of his
and being with each other and with friends. most of them.
wrongful conviction and incarceration
for 27 years. Hunter taught National
Tad Griffin: In the summers, our family
J. Thomas Rhodes III: I really enjoy fishJudicial Institute programs on judicial
ing and bird hunting.
golfs and hikes together in Colorado.
decision-making and judicial ethics.
He served as president of the Law
Society of British Columbia and of
Sherry Knutson: I spend as much time as Larry Rogers Jr.: In my free time, I enjoy
the Federation of Law Societies of
being a volleyball dad, driving instructor,
I can at our log cabin in Indiana, where I
Canada.
enjoy outdoor activities: from bird-watch- horseback riding partner, and legal debater
— Submitted by Ken McEwan
ing to foraging to making apple cider on an with my four children.
old-fashioned press.

N
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The ISOB Foundation
From Joe Daly, president of the
foundation:

This year we made $50,000 in
grants of $10,000 each to five organizations: the National Institute for
Trial Advocacy (NITA) to fund the
International Society of Barristers
Spangenberg/Liber Scholarships to
NITA trial skills training programs;
the Center for Death Penalty Litigation to fund training for post-conviction death penalty lawyers; the
Innocence Network to fund training
at their annual meeting; and to
the Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC) in support of the Southeast
Immigrant Freedom Initiative (SIFI).
We are continually looking for new
organizations to support. If you
know of one whose work is consistent with the purposes set out in
our articles of incorporation, please
suggest their name to me.

Foundation
Executive
Committee

and professional representation, we
endeavor to win every meritorious
case brought on behalf of immigrants detained in the southeastern
United States — and to the extent
possible bonded or paroled immigrants who had been detained — as
a result of recent and anticipated
immigration enforcement.”

Thank you again for your support of
this important work. As you consider your charitable giving, please
include the foundation so that it
can not only continue its work, but
support even more worthy organizations advancing ISOB’s goals and
principles. You can easily donate in
honor of or in memory of colleagues
or friends as a way of acknowledging them and supporting the foundation’s work.

President

Joseph S. Daly
Nebraska

Vice President
Rebecca S. Thiem
North Dakota

Secretary/Treasurer
David S. Maring
North Dakota

Board of Governors
Robert Frazer Clark
Georgia

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

James K. Dorsett III
North Carolina

Robert M. Dowd
California

There are two ways to donate. You
can donate by credit card through
the website on the foundation’s page
Grantees value our work. A good
or you can send a check to the Interexample: “We deeply appreciate this national Society of Barristers Founspecial contribution for the Southdation at P.O. Box 21320, Durham,
east Immigrant Freedom Initiative
North Carolina 27703.
(SIFI),” said SPLC’s president, Richard Cohen.
Donations, of course, are fully tax
deductible and will be acknowlMr. Cohen, a former speaker at an
edged to you and to appropriate
annual meeting added, “Our attorothers, if made in honor of or in
neys are working with pro-bono
memory of someone.
counsel to ensure that every immigrant swept up in a raid in the
Thank for the honor and privilege to
Southeast has legal counsel. By
serve as your president of this great
providing aggressive, high-quality,
foundation.
Nöel Ferris

Dec. 21, 1948 - May 21, 2017
Nöel, of Sacramento, California, met her
husband, Parker, also an ISOB fellow, while
in law school. She was president of the
International Academy of Trial lawyers, a
consumate advocate and committed to the
prevention of human trafficking.

We remember
Bradford M. “Buck” Gearinger
Nov. 17, 1940 - May 30, 2017

Buck, of Akron, Ohio, was a major in the Marine
Corps and won the Akron Bar Association’s Professionalism Award during his years of practice.
His wife, Paula, survives him.

James J. Ormiston
Texas

Lance Sears
Colorado

William R. Sieben
Minnesota

William B. Smith
California

Timothy S. Trecek
Wisconsin

Staff
executive secretary
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

William T. Robinson III
Dec. 6, 1945 - May 9, 2017

Bill, of Lexington, Kentucky, was the
135th President of the American Bar
Association and is survived by his wife,
Joan, and his extended family.

Please contact the society at beskind@law.duke.edu if you know of a fellow who has passed away.

3

Prosecuting the infamous underwear bomber case
Let me tell you about Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, who came in on Christmas Day
to Detroit on a plane with a bomb. He was
sent by Al-Qaeda to destroy the aircraft. He
failed, was arrested when he landed, and that
touched off a massive federal investigation ...
It was the largest investigation I’ve ever been
involved in. And certainly the most fascinating case I’ve ever been involved in.

... often times I hear people say to me in
talking about terrorism that their perception
of a suicide bomber is somebody who is not
well-educated, poor, and doesn’t really know
what they’re doing, maybe was brainwashed
into doing it. That type of description certainly does not fit Abdulmutallab, and I think it
really doesn’t fit many of the suicide bombers
... Mr. Abdulmutallab was from one of the
wealthiest families in Nigeria. ... He was also
highly educated. ...
And the mission that Al-Qaeda developed
was that Abdulmutallab would destroy a U.S.
airliner. That was the key; it had to be a U.S.
airliner, and it had to be over American soil.
Every other detail was left to him. ...

Abdulmutallab is on the plane and he goes
to the bathroom where he stays for about 20
minutes. And what he does in the bathroom
is he engages in a cleansing. He puts perfume
on himself ... he’s preparing to go to heaven.
So and he really, really overdoes it with the
perfume, in fact many of the witnesses on

the plane recalled the smell of perfume as
he walked back from the bathroom. .... He returns to his seat. He pulls a blanket up to his
chin and around his head and then he goes
into his pants where the bomb was hidden
and he depresses the plunger on the syringe,
which initiates the explosion. ...

I don’t know if you all do this, but when I
have a big, complicated case, I sometimes
will assign memory aids to witnesses, maybe
a quality about that witness; I’ll give them a
nickname Well,
we did that
in this case,
because we interviewed this
gentleman and
he told us that
when Abdulmutallab pulled that blanket up and initiated
the bomb, he turned to Abdulmutallab when
he saw the fire and he said, “Dude, your pants
are on fire.” ... It’s true. It’s true. So we called
him Dude. ...

“the most
fascinating case
I’ve ever been
involved in.”

So the passengers, they subdue Abdulmutallab, they extinguish the fire. ... [T]hey moved
him up to business class ... And he is seated
in a seat right across from a flight attendant
... And she said to him, “What did you have?”
And he ignored her at first, ... so she said,
“No, I said to you, what did you have?” And
he said, “Explosive device.” ... [W]e love this
piece of evidence because the federal statute

that we charged him with, the exact wording
in the statute is “explosive device.” ...
After the attack, Al-Qaeda released a video of
Abdulmutallab where Al-Qaeda took credit
for the attack. They talked about how the
bomb had defeated Western security, which
is a big selling point for them; they talked
about the defendant himself, kind of lionizing
him and encouraging others to be like him ...

And the legacy of this case I just want to
touch on briefly ... It’s much, much harder when the potential attacker is a lonely,
distraught, young man living in his parent’s
basement who has no previous contact with
law enforcement ... decides to pick up a gun,
or ... simply drives a vehicle into a busy university and steps out with a knife and starts
stabbing people. That is a much, much more
difficult problem for the FBI to handle. And
they’re in a situation where even one failure
is a failure for the FBI. ... Terrorists are in a
completely different position. They can fail
99 percent of the time, but if they just get one
it’s a success, and the bomb doesn’t even have
to fully function for them to have a success.
The FBI is just the opposite. So they have a
tremendously difficult job ahead of them.

Michael C. Martin has been an assistant U.S.
attorney in the Eastern district of Michigan since
2008. He’s assigned to the office’s National Security Unit, where he prosecutes terrorism, espionage, and other national security crimes. This
article is excerpted from his talk at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a
future issue of the ISOB Quarterly.

Cutting edge of fetal surgery, gene therapy
I’m really excited to talk about something that
I’m super passionate about and that’s treating
the unborn patient. … I want to tackle two
giant topics: One is in utero fetal surgery and
the other one is gene therapy. Widely divergent topics but two very important topics. I
want to hit on gene therapy because we have a
gene therapy lab. We’ve had a pretty significant breakthrough last year and I think that
gene therapy has the potential to not only cure
disease locally and regionally but nationally
Brad Feltis
and internationally, and gene therapy might
be one of the keys to rescuing the healthcare crisis that we have
worldwide. …

This family came to us, they actually came to us eight years ago
and they had a bad problem. They were happy that they were
pregnant with twins. .... They were very sad to find out that their
twins had something called Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome.
… they share a placenta. … In Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome, ... there becomes an imbalance in blood flow between the
two twins. One twin acts as the donor twin. He donates blood
volume to the recipient twin, and so this baby gets really big. His
gestational sac gets really big because he’s trying to get rid of that
volume by making urine. This baby goes into horrible kidney failure. This baby goes into horrible heart failure and left untreated,
95 percent of these babies die before 24 weeks. … These babies
have a bad, bad problem with very few options until about a de-
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cade ago when medical device technology and optics technology
had finally advanced to a point where we could start really doing
things inside the womb.

Operating with tiny cameras and tiny equipment is called fetoscopic surgery and so people have known for the last generation
that if you could figure out a way to disrupt those blood vessels,
to disrupt those communications between the babies, then you
could potentially treat the disease … We need to track the blood
vessels going from one baby to the other … Once we do that, we
introduce a 600 nanometer laser fiber. This is called a diode laser.
It fires under water and you cauterize or cook these blood vessels.
This is the tricky part of the case. You have to hold this probe
right next to the blood vessel without touching it because the
babies only have about half an ounce of circulating blood volume
and they can hemorrhage to death real quick if you rupture one
of those blood vessels. … We turn the placenta into essentially
two separate halves. Each of the babies has their own half of the
placenta and then the disease process reverses itself. … So these
are babies that wouldn’t have lived before and now you get the
best Christmas picture of all time...
So what is fetal surgery? So it’s a new field. … You can do an
open fetal surgery to expose some or all of the baby, do an operation on the baby, put the baby back in and have the pregnancy
continue. Up until a few years ago, the only indication for open
fetal surgery was for lethal problems because it’s a big deal …
continued on page 5

Thank you, Cindy

When the offices of the ISOB
moved from Ann Arbor,
Michigan, to Durham, North
Carolina, on John Reeds’
retirement, I reached out to
the most qualified person I
knew to handle our finances.
That person was Cindy
Henry, who had handled the
books of my former law firm.
For the past six years, Cindy
has been comptroller for
the society and foundation.
Her work has been perfect
— literally, perfect. Every

account has balanced to the
penny. And she has been a
wonderful colleague. We bid
Cindy goodbye as she moves
to the North Carolina coast
and thank her for her great
work.

Nicole Satterwhite will
be our new comptroller.
Please contact her with any
questions about finances,
billing or foundation
donations.
— Don Beskind

Mission stateMent

Membership in the International Society
of Barristers is extended to advocates
of exceptional talent whose qualities,
including integrity, honor and collegiality,
embody the spirit of the true professional.
Membership is by invitation only after
a rigorous screening process involving
lawyers and judges to identify trial lawyers
who meet its standards.
The society nurtures excellence and
professionalism in advocacy by its recognition of members’ achievements and
providing an opportunity for them, and
their spouses and guests, to meet and
find renewal of spirit in the company of
others who have traveled a similar road.
Its annual convention combines presen-

Submissions wanted

We want you. Or
ethics. Works that
more specifically,
have been previwe want what you
ously published
have written. If
are fine if the
you have aucopyright holder
thored something
consents and the
you think would
publication was
be suitable for
not such that our
our Quarterly,
members would
please submit it
have already seen
for consideration.
the work.
Past publications
have included fellows’
Send your submissions to
prose and poetry on topics Don Beskind at beskind@
from baseball to legal
law.duke.edu

tations, extraordinary in their quality and
diversity, that include topics drawn from
the arts, politics, science and other areas
of interest to lawyers and nonlawyers
alike with a broad range of social and
recreational activities. Barristers have no
rank or privilege among them and gather
annually to renew old friendships and to
make new ones. The society publishes a
quarterly journal of topics covered at the
meeting and otherwise of interest to its
members.
Through the ISOB, the society supports
the work of other organizations whose
endeavors are consistent with the society’s support of excellence and advocacy
under the adversarial system.

Fetal surgery, gene therapy
continued from page 4

[O]pen fetal surgery really hit a milestone
a few years ago when this randomized trial
was performed and this is for a repair of
myelomeningocele also called spina bifida.
… We make an incision in the uterus to
expose the baby and then we do an operation on the baby. … We don’t want to bring
the baby out of the uterus for this. We want
to manipulate the baby as little as possible.
We want to float the baby up to where we
make our incision in the uterus and then we
want to fix the baby and then tuck the baby
back in. … We haven’t cured the disease
but we’ve dramatically reduced the effects
of the disease and that’s what our goal is
for these surgeries. …
Our research focus is ex vivo gene therapy.
... Within a few years, we’re going to do
in utero gene therapy. We will be able to
give genes to the developing babies that

they’re missing and ultimately we want to
do gene correction…with the new technology .... [y]ou can specifically target exactly
where in the genome you’re missing a gene
and you can put it back. We have a lot of
single gene disorders ... like sickle cell
anemia, cystic fibrosis... If you can put the
defective gene back where it belongs, you
can cure a disease. We can do this in the
laboratory and we’re very, very close to
doing it in humans. … I think the potential
of gene therapy for the human population
is tremendous in both reducing disease but
really taking a lot of the heavy burden off
of the healthcare system.

Brad A. Feltis, M.D., PhD., is one of the world’s
few pediatric surgeons specializing in diagnosing
and treating anomalies in developing babies still
in the womb. This article is excerpted from his remarks at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a future issue of the ISOB
Quarterly.

Nominations

The rhythm of life for the ISOB is
the retirement of older fellows and
the nominations of new ones. If
you are interested in submitting
a nomination, log into the ISOB
website and click on the “Nominate”
tab and select the sub-tab of “How
to Nominate.”
If you have questions, contact Don
Beskind at beskind@law.duke.edu
or (919) 612-3955.
All qualified candidates will be
considered but we are particularly
interested in receiving nominations
of younger, female and more
diverse candidates.

President’s letter
continued from page 1

relationship with the English bar.
Third, be on the lookout for competent,
experienced trial lawyers to nominate to
join ISOB. Contact your state chair or Don
Beskind, our administrative secretary.
Lastly, I want to remind our fellows of the
great work our foundation is doing. Last
year the foundation awarded grants to
organizations who support ISOB’s mission
of encouraging advocacy in the adversary
system and retention of trial by jury.
I look forward to seeing many of you in
London. In the meantime, please send
your ideas, suggestions and nominations
for new fellows.

5

Cancún, Mexico
2017

Annual Meeting

Larry Rogers Jr. and family with Tom Rhodes, right

Left to right: John and Jennifer Uustal and Mike Prangle

Dan and Sharon Baradat

Left to right: Scott Costantino, Gisela and Tad Griffin

6

Fellows, guests enjoy Yucatán hospitality

Barristers, spouses, family, and guests gathered in March
at the Ritz-Carlton in Cancún for the 2017 Annual Meeting
planned to perfection by Dan and Sharon Baradat. More
than six days with perfect weather – for which the Baradats take full credit – we inducted 24 new fellows, including one who joined us from New Zealand; had meetings
of the society’s board of governors, the foundation’s board
of governors, and state chairs; heard from nine speakers;
enjoyed the company of other fellows and guests at dinners with live music; and partook of the wonderful activities available in this magnificent part of Mexico.

Speakers were selected by Tom and Maria Cranmer. Four
covered legal topics of general interest. Justice Bridget M.
McCormack from the Michigan Supreme Court gave the
inaugural John Reed professionalism lecture on the work
being done to eliminate junk science in criminal cases.
Rob Cary, who represented the late Sen. Ted Stevens,
spoke about Stevens’ wrongful conviction. Michael Martin
spoke about his role in prosecuting the “underwear bomber.” And Jess Bravin, from The Wall Street Journal, shared
his reporting on the Guantanamo terror courts. Other
speakers ran a fascinating gamut. At one ethereal extreme was famed chef, Jimmy Schmidt of the Rattlesnake

Grill, speaking on the intersection of natural nutrition and flavor.
While at the other extreme, Peter Morey enlightened us about
NASA’s upcoming James Webb space telescope. In between, Karl
Taube told tales of recent excavations at Chichen Itza. Dr. Brad
Feltis updated us on developments in fetal surgery and gene treatments, and the ever-popular Will Durst hit new heights of political
satire with the “The New Abnormal.”
Activities included a trip to the Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza, an
underground cave tour of the Río Secreto and a water jungle safari
as well as deep-sea fishing, sailing, snorkeling, cooking classes
and golf at several local courses. A big barristers thank you to Dan,
Sharon, Tom and Maria for making it a special week.

Top right: John Reed, our resident party animal
Above: Dancing to Liquid Blue
Left: Welcome reception and dinner, South Pool and Courtyard
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London calling

Save the date for the next annual meeting

April 15-19, 2018
Join us for our
first overseas
meeting, in London,
England. Fellows
will be staying at
The Dorchester
in the Mayfair
area near Hyde
Park. Outstanding
speakers, food and
entertainment
await. We will see
you there!
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prosecuting the underwear bomber
treating the unborn patient
2017 inductees
we remember
news of note
update from cancún board meeting

If you need anything from the Barristers, contact:

Prof. Donald H. Beskind
(919) 613-7085
beskind@law.duke.edu

Send dues payment and foundation donations to:

International Society of Barristers
Post Office Box 21320
Durham, NC 27703
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Louisiana
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Harry H. Schneider Jr.
Washington

Second Vice-President
Thomas W. Cranmer
Michigan

Secretary Treasurer
J. Kenneth McEwan
British Columbia

Immediate Past President
Daniel R. Baradat
California

Board of Governors
Peter Brodhead
Ohio

Steve Bruckner
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R. Scott Costantino
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Maxon Davis
Montana
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Louisiana

Kathleen Lang
Michigan
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Summer greetings from The Big Easy
Greetings from New Orleans
where our sultry summer
is in full swing. I hope you
enjoy reading The Crier,
the International Society of
Barristers’ new publication.
We are very excited about its
launch. Through The Crier,
we hope to keep our members
up to date about meetings
and activities. The Crier also
provides a means to more often
communicate with our fellows.

We will be hosted by the
fabulous Dorchester Hotel, in
As with any new publication, the Mayfair area across from
Hyde Park. The Dorchester
we expect to tweak it going
boasts newly renovated
forward and welcome your
feedback to help us publish a rooms, and its flower-filled
Promenade, common areas and
user-friendly product.
ballrooms are quintessential
I am excited and humbled to be London.
the president of this awesome
organization. As I look back at Ken and Jackie McEwan have
been working hard to secure
the list of my predecessors, I
know I have huge shoes to fill. outstanding speakers on a range
But, I am working to do that. of topics. And, importantly,
we are having two parties at
A principle goal for this year the Dorchester, with great
is to emphasize the “internaentertainment, music, dancing,
tional” in the International
scrumptious food, and ample
Society of Barristers. So, we
drinks.

Future meetings

Kathleen Flynn Peterson
Minnesota

2017 Board of Governors
Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton

David D. Powell, Jr.

October 4-7, 2017

Ray Persons
Georgia

Colorado

LeAnn Sanders
Nevada

Stephen Wade
Maine

Christopher Wesierski
California

Staff
Administrative
Secretary & Editor
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

Administrative Secretary &
Editor Emeritus
John W. Reed
Michigan

are making
our inaugural
trip to another
continent
and going
to London
for our
next annual
meeting, set
Judy Barrasso
for April 15-19,
2018. Mark your calendars!

New Orleans, Louisiana

2018 Annual Meeting
The Dorchester
London, England

April 15-19, 2018
2019 Annual Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton,
Dove Mountain
Tuscon, Arizona

March 24-30, 2019

N e ws

Beyond the Dorchester,
London offers fantastic sites,
including the Middle Temple
Inn of Court, the Imperial
War Museum, Tate Modern
Art Museum and the West
End theatres. We will host
an off-site dinner at Gibson
Hall, a magnificent former
banking hall in the heart of
the original city, and there
will be a free night to plan
your own adventures. For
those seeking further activities
with our fellows, an after
trip to St Andrews, Scotland,
is available. Be looking to
register in early September.

Another ISOB goal is to
have a more internationally
diverse membership. At our
annual meeting in Cancún in
March, the board approved
the nominations of several
candidates from the London
area. We hope that the newly
selected fellows will be
inducted at the London meeting
and will mark a renewal of our
continued on page 5
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The International Society of
Barristers has created an
annual lectureship to honor
John W. Reed, Thomas M.
Cooley Professor of Law
Emeritus at the University
of Michigan Law School
and retired Wayne State
University Law School
dean. On March 24, Michigan State Supreme Court
Justice Bridget McCormack
delivered the inaugural
John Reed Lecture at the
ISOB’s 2017 meeting.
Titled “The Forensic Science Frontier: It’s up to the
Lawyers,” the lecture drew

on McCormack’s extensive
involvement with studies
of the validity of forensic
evidence. Reed became
an academic fellow of the
society in 1978 and served
as administrative secretary
and editor of its journal,
Quarterly, from 1979 to
2010. For the last 20 years
of his tenure in the society,
Professor Reed gave the
concluding speech at each
annual convention, urging
the fellows on to a sense of
high purpose.
— State Bar of Michigan
more news on page 2
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Who knew? Getting to know the 2017 inductees

Front row, left to right: Sherry
Knutson (Illinois); Tom Rhodes
(Texas); Angelo Patacca (Florida);
Leslie Packer (North Carolina);
Larry Rogers Jr. (Illinois); Todd
Gardner (Washington); Pam Andrews
(Washington)
Middle row, left to right: Jim
Swanson (Louisiana); Chris
Messerly (Minnesota); Emile Banks
(Wisconsin); Buck Cire (Texas);
Robert David (Louisiana); Minor
Pipes (Louisiana); Dinyar Marzban
(British Columbia); Peter Schmit
(Minnesota)
Back row, left to right: Mike
Prangle (Illinois); Ryan Langley
(South Carolina); Steven Maher
(Florida); Scott McLaren (Florida);
Brandon Thompson (Minnesota);
Colin Carruthers (New Zealand);
Bob Cooper (British Columbia); John
Uustal (Florida); Tad Griffin (Florida)

Pam Andrews: Over the past 31 years, my
husband Tad and I have adopted 10 rescue
dogs: one deaf; one so timid she would not
walk; one who had lost her hair from anxiety over her prior living conditions; three
with cancer; all with endless personality.

Ryan Langley: I am passionate about
really good food and wild game, which
motivates a love for hunting, vegetable
gardening and cooking.

Peter Schmit: I grew up on a small dairy
farm in Northern Minnestsoa, where, as
the youngest of eight kids, had the daily
task of helping milk cows at 6am and 6pm
Monday through Sunday. Law is easy
compared to that.

Steven Maher: I enjoy golf, traveling
with my wife, Wendy, reading, listening to
Brandon Thompson: I love the mountains
Emile Banks: I am the first assistant pastor music and cycling.
(despite the lack of them in Minnesota),
of a mega church, Christian Faith Fellowand have been to the highest point of each
ship Church, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Dinyar Marzban: My interests are road
of the 50 states.
cycling, sculling and trap shooting.
Colin Carruthers: I run a vineyard and
winery located just outside Martinborough, Scott McLaren: I enjoy bird hunting, fish- John Uustal: I like the beach in Fort
Lauderdale, the St. Lawrence River, and
New Zealand, producing primarily Pinot
ing and skiing and would enjoy golf, but
anywhere in Italy.
Noir, but also Pinot Gris, Chardonnay,
for the part about keeping score.
Chenin Blanc, Syrah and Viognier, marketed under the label “Te Muna Valley.”
Chris Messerly: I am married to my high
school sweetheart, Joanne, and I am an
George Cire: I am an avid outdoorsman
Ironman triathlete and hockey player, and I
ews of Note
— fishing, hunting, surfing — and I make restore old cars.
continued from page 1
custom fishing rods.
On April 12, John Hunter Q.C., a
Leslie Packer: Now that we are empty
fellow since 2006, was appointed
Robert Cooper: I like to do anything out- nesters, my husband and I enjoy going on
directly to the Court of Appeal of
doors in the mountains of British Colum- long walks with our dog, and I am conBritish Columbia. Called to the bars
bia.
stantly challenged to come up with new
of British Columbia, the Yukon and
recipes to use the vegetables and herbs we
Ontario, Justice Hunter regularly
Todd Gardner: I enjoy skiing, playing
grow in our garden.
appeared before the Supreme Court
golf, being out on the water and doing just
of Canada, including his noted apabout anything with Polly, our boys and
Angelo Patacca: I enjoy long-distance
pointment as an amicus curiae in the
other family and friends.
motorcycle adventures, Brazilian jiu jitsu,
2014 Senate Reform Reference. His
and helping coach my sons’ high school
recent trial work included Henry v.
David Glover: I am a proud father of
lacrosse teams.
British Columbia (Attorney General)
6-year-old Olivia and 3-year-old Lilly and
in which he represented the provthe prouder husband of Theresa; we enjoy H. Minor Pipes III: I travel, read and play
ince of British Columbia in a claim
hiking, biking, floating rivers, swimming
tennis — chasing my three sons through
brought by a plaintiff arising out of his
and being with each other and with friends. most of them.
wrongful conviction and incarceration
for 27 years. Hunter taught National
Tad Griffin: In the summers, our family
J. Thomas Rhodes III: I really enjoy fishJudicial Institute programs on judicial
ing and bird hunting.
golfs and hikes together in Colorado.
decision-making and judicial ethics.
He served as president of the Law
Society of British Columbia and of
Sherry Knutson: I spend as much time as Larry Rogers Jr.: In my free time, I enjoy
the Federation of Law Societies of
being a volleyball dad, driving instructor,
I can at our log cabin in Indiana, where I
Canada.
enjoy outdoor activities: from bird-watch- horseback riding partner, and legal debater
— Submitted by Ken McEwan
ing to foraging to making apple cider on an with my four children.
old-fashioned press.

N
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The ISOB Foundation
From Joe Daly, president of the
foundation:

This year we made $50,000 in
grants of $10,000 each to five organizations: the National Institute for
Trial Advocacy (NITA) to fund the
International Society of Barristers
Spangenberg/Liber Scholarships to
NITA trial skills training programs;
the Center for Death Penalty Litigation to fund training for post-conviction death penalty lawyers; the
Innocence Network to fund training
at their annual meeting; and to
the Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC) in support of the Southeast
Immigrant Freedom Initiative (SIFI).
We are continually looking for new
organizations to support. If you
know of one whose work is consistent with the purposes set out in
our articles of incorporation, please
suggest their name to me.

Foundation
Executive
Committee

and professional representation, we
endeavor to win every meritorious
case brought on behalf of immigrants detained in the southeastern
United States — and to the extent
possible bonded or paroled immigrants who had been detained — as
a result of recent and anticipated
immigration enforcement.”

Thank you again for your support of
this important work. As you consider your charitable giving, please
include the foundation so that it
can not only continue its work, but
support even more worthy organizations advancing ISOB’s goals and
principles. You can easily donate in
honor of or in memory of colleagues
or friends as a way of acknowledging them and supporting the foundation’s work.

President

Joseph S. Daly
Nebraska

Vice President
Rebecca S. Thiem
North Dakota

Secretary/Treasurer
David S. Maring
North Dakota

Board of Governors
Robert Frazer Clark
Georgia

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

James K. Dorsett III
North Carolina

Robert M. Dowd
California

There are two ways to donate. You
can donate by credit card through
the website on the foundation’s page
Grantees value our work. A good
or you can send a check to the Interexample: “We deeply appreciate this national Society of Barristers Founspecial contribution for the Southdation at P.O. Box 21320, Durham,
east Immigrant Freedom Initiative
North Carolina 27703.
(SIFI),” said SPLC’s president, Richard Cohen.
Donations, of course, are fully tax
deductible and will be acknowlMr. Cohen, a former speaker at an
edged to you and to appropriate
annual meeting added, “Our attorothers, if made in honor of or in
neys are working with pro-bono
memory of someone.
counsel to ensure that every immigrant swept up in a raid in the
Thank for the honor and privilege to
Southeast has legal counsel. By
serve as your president of this great
providing aggressive, high-quality,
foundation.
Nöel Ferris

Dec. 21, 1948 - May 21, 2017
Nöel, of Sacramento, California, met her
husband, Parker, also an ISOB fellow, while
in law school. She was president of the
International Academy of Trial lawyers, a
consumate advocate and committed to the
prevention of human trafficking.

We remember
Bradford M. “Buck” Gearinger
Nov. 17, 1940 - May 30, 2017

Buck, of Akron, Ohio, was a major in the Marine
Corps and won the Akron Bar Association’s Professionalism Award during his years of practice.
His wife, Paula, survives him.

James J. Ormiston
Texas

Lance Sears
Colorado

William R. Sieben
Minnesota

William B. Smith
California

Timothy S. Trecek
Wisconsin

Staff
executive secretary
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

William T. Robinson III
Dec. 6, 1945 - May 9, 2017

Bill, of Lexington, Kentucky, was the
135th President of the American Bar
Association and is survived by his wife,
Joan, and his extended family.

Please contact the society at beskind@law.duke.edu if you know of a fellow who has passed away.
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Prosecuting the infamous underwear bomber case
Let me tell you about Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, who came in on Christmas Day
to Detroit on a plane with a bomb. He was
sent by Al-Qaeda to destroy the aircraft. He
failed, was arrested when he landed, and that
touched off a massive federal investigation ...
It was the largest investigation I’ve ever been
involved in. And certainly the most fascinating case I’ve ever been involved in.

... often times I hear people say to me in
talking about terrorism that their perception
of a suicide bomber is somebody who is not
well-educated, poor, and doesn’t really know
what they’re doing, maybe was brainwashed
into doing it. That type of description certainly does not fit Abdulmutallab, and I think it
really doesn’t fit many of the suicide bombers
... Mr. Abdulmutallab was from one of the
wealthiest families in Nigeria. ... He was also
highly educated. ...
And the mission that Al-Qaeda developed
was that Abdulmutallab would destroy a U.S.
airliner. That was the key; it had to be a U.S.
airliner, and it had to be over American soil.
Every other detail was left to him. ...

Abdulmutallab is on the plane and he goes
to the bathroom where he stays for about 20
minutes. And what he does in the bathroom
is he engages in a cleansing. He puts perfume
on himself ... he’s preparing to go to heaven.
So and he really, really overdoes it with the
perfume, in fact many of the witnesses on

the plane recalled the smell of perfume as
he walked back from the bathroom. .... He returns to his seat. He pulls a blanket up to his
chin and around his head and then he goes
into his pants where the bomb was hidden
and he depresses the plunger on the syringe,
which initiates the explosion. ...

I don’t know if you all do this, but when I
have a big, complicated case, I sometimes
will assign memory aids to witnesses, maybe
a quality about that witness; I’ll give them a
nickname Well,
we did that
in this case,
because we interviewed this
gentleman and
he told us that
when Abdulmutallab pulled that blanket up and initiated
the bomb, he turned to Abdulmutallab when
he saw the fire and he said, “Dude, your pants
are on fire.” ... It’s true. It’s true. So we called
him Dude. ...

“the most
fascinating case
I’ve ever been
involved in.”

So the passengers, they subdue Abdulmutallab, they extinguish the fire. ... [T]hey moved
him up to business class ... And he is seated
in a seat right across from a flight attendant
... And she said to him, “What did you have?”
And he ignored her at first, ... so she said,
“No, I said to you, what did you have?” And
he said, “Explosive device.” ... [W]e love this
piece of evidence because the federal statute

that we charged him with, the exact wording
in the statute is “explosive device.” ...
After the attack, Al-Qaeda released a video of
Abdulmutallab where Al-Qaeda took credit
for the attack. They talked about how the
bomb had defeated Western security, which
is a big selling point for them; they talked
about the defendant himself, kind of lionizing
him and encouraging others to be like him ...

And the legacy of this case I just want to
touch on briefly ... It’s much, much harder when the potential attacker is a lonely,
distraught, young man living in his parent’s
basement who has no previous contact with
law enforcement ... decides to pick up a gun,
or ... simply drives a vehicle into a busy university and steps out with a knife and starts
stabbing people. That is a much, much more
difficult problem for the FBI to handle. And
they’re in a situation where even one failure
is a failure for the FBI. ... Terrorists are in a
completely different position. They can fail
99 percent of the time, but if they just get one
it’s a success, and the bomb doesn’t even have
to fully function for them to have a success.
The FBI is just the opposite. So they have a
tremendously difficult job ahead of them.

Michael C. Martin has been an assistant U.S.
attorney in the Eastern district of Michigan since
2008. He’s assigned to the office’s National Security Unit, where he prosecutes terrorism, espionage, and other national security crimes. This
article is excerpted from his talk at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a
future issue of the ISOB Quarterly.

Cutting edge of fetal surgery, gene therapy
I’m really excited to talk about something that
I’m super passionate about and that’s treating
the unborn patient. … I want to tackle two
giant topics: One is in utero fetal surgery and
the other one is gene therapy. Widely divergent topics but two very important topics. I
want to hit on gene therapy because we have a
gene therapy lab. We’ve had a pretty significant breakthrough last year and I think that
gene therapy has the potential to not only cure
disease locally and regionally but nationally
Brad Feltis
and internationally, and gene therapy might
be one of the keys to rescuing the healthcare crisis that we have
worldwide. …

This family came to us, they actually came to us eight years ago
and they had a bad problem. They were happy that they were
pregnant with twins. .... They were very sad to find out that their
twins had something called Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome.
… they share a placenta. … In Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome, ... there becomes an imbalance in blood flow between the
two twins. One twin acts as the donor twin. He donates blood
volume to the recipient twin, and so this baby gets really big. His
gestational sac gets really big because he’s trying to get rid of that
volume by making urine. This baby goes into horrible kidney failure. This baby goes into horrible heart failure and left untreated,
95 percent of these babies die before 24 weeks. … These babies
have a bad, bad problem with very few options until about a de-
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cade ago when medical device technology and optics technology
had finally advanced to a point where we could start really doing
things inside the womb.

Operating with tiny cameras and tiny equipment is called fetoscopic surgery and so people have known for the last generation
that if you could figure out a way to disrupt those blood vessels,
to disrupt those communications between the babies, then you
could potentially treat the disease … We need to track the blood
vessels going from one baby to the other … Once we do that, we
introduce a 600 nanometer laser fiber. This is called a diode laser.
It fires under water and you cauterize or cook these blood vessels.
This is the tricky part of the case. You have to hold this probe
right next to the blood vessel without touching it because the
babies only have about half an ounce of circulating blood volume
and they can hemorrhage to death real quick if you rupture one
of those blood vessels. … We turn the placenta into essentially
two separate halves. Each of the babies has their own half of the
placenta and then the disease process reverses itself. … So these
are babies that wouldn’t have lived before and now you get the
best Christmas picture of all time...
So what is fetal surgery? So it’s a new field. … You can do an
open fetal surgery to expose some or all of the baby, do an operation on the baby, put the baby back in and have the pregnancy
continue. Up until a few years ago, the only indication for open
fetal surgery was for lethal problems because it’s a big deal …
continued on page 5

Thank you, Cindy

When the offices of the ISOB
moved from Ann Arbor,
Michigan, to Durham, North
Carolina, on John Reeds’
retirement, I reached out to
the most qualified person I
knew to handle our finances.
That person was Cindy
Henry, who had handled the
books of my former law firm.
For the past six years, Cindy
has been comptroller for
the society and foundation.
Her work has been perfect
— literally, perfect. Every

account has balanced to the
penny. And she has been a
wonderful colleague. We bid
Cindy goodbye as she moves
to the North Carolina coast
and thank her for her great
work.

Nicole Satterwhite will
be our new comptroller.
Please contact her with any
questions about finances,
billing or foundation
donations.
— Don Beskind

Mission stateMent

Membership in the International Society
of Barristers is extended to advocates
of exceptional talent whose qualities,
including integrity, honor and collegiality,
embody the spirit of the true professional.
Membership is by invitation only after
a rigorous screening process involving
lawyers and judges to identify trial lawyers
who meet its standards.
The society nurtures excellence and
professionalism in advocacy by its recognition of members’ achievements and
providing an opportunity for them, and
their spouses and guests, to meet and
find renewal of spirit in the company of
others who have traveled a similar road.
Its annual convention combines presen-

Submissions wanted

We want you. Or
ethics. Works that
more specifically,
have been previwe want what you
ously published
have written. If
are fine if the
you have aucopyright holder
thored something
consents and the
you think would
publication was
be suitable for
not such that our
our Quarterly,
members would
please submit it
have already seen
for consideration.
the work.
Past publications
have included fellows’
Send your submissions to
prose and poetry on topics Don Beskind at beskind@
from baseball to legal
law.duke.edu

tations, extraordinary in their quality and
diversity, that include topics drawn from
the arts, politics, science and other areas
of interest to lawyers and nonlawyers
alike with a broad range of social and
recreational activities. Barristers have no
rank or privilege among them and gather
annually to renew old friendships and to
make new ones. The society publishes a
quarterly journal of topics covered at the
meeting and otherwise of interest to its
members.
Through the ISOB, the society supports
the work of other organizations whose
endeavors are consistent with the society’s support of excellence and advocacy
under the adversarial system.

Fetal surgery, gene therapy
continued from page 4

[O]pen fetal surgery really hit a milestone
a few years ago when this randomized trial
was performed and this is for a repair of
myelomeningocele also called spina bifida.
… We make an incision in the uterus to
expose the baby and then we do an operation on the baby. … We don’t want to bring
the baby out of the uterus for this. We want
to manipulate the baby as little as possible.
We want to float the baby up to where we
make our incision in the uterus and then we
want to fix the baby and then tuck the baby
back in. … We haven’t cured the disease
but we’ve dramatically reduced the effects
of the disease and that’s what our goal is
for these surgeries. …
Our research focus is ex vivo gene therapy.
... Within a few years, we’re going to do
in utero gene therapy. We will be able to
give genes to the developing babies that

they’re missing and ultimately we want to
do gene correction…with the new technology .... [y]ou can specifically target exactly
where in the genome you’re missing a gene
and you can put it back. We have a lot of
single gene disorders ... like sickle cell
anemia, cystic fibrosis... If you can put the
defective gene back where it belongs, you
can cure a disease. We can do this in the
laboratory and we’re very, very close to
doing it in humans. … I think the potential
of gene therapy for the human population
is tremendous in both reducing disease but
really taking a lot of the heavy burden off
of the healthcare system.

Brad A. Feltis, M.D., PhD., is one of the world’s
few pediatric surgeons specializing in diagnosing
and treating anomalies in developing babies still
in the womb. This article is excerpted from his remarks at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a future issue of the ISOB
Quarterly.

Nominations

The rhythm of life for the ISOB is
the retirement of older fellows and
the nominations of new ones. If
you are interested in submitting
a nomination, log into the ISOB
website and click on the “Nominate”
tab and select the sub-tab of “How
to Nominate.”
If you have questions, contact Don
Beskind at beskind@law.duke.edu
or (919) 612-3955.
All qualified candidates will be
considered but we are particularly
interested in receiving nominations
of younger, female and more
diverse candidates.

President’s letter
continued from page 1

relationship with the English bar.
Third, be on the lookout for competent,
experienced trial lawyers to nominate to
join ISOB. Contact your state chair or Don
Beskind, our administrative secretary.
Lastly, I want to remind our fellows of the
great work our foundation is doing. Last
year the foundation awarded grants to
organizations who support ISOB’s mission
of encouraging advocacy in the adversary
system and retention of trial by jury.
I look forward to seeing many of you in
London. In the meantime, please send
your ideas, suggestions and nominations
for new fellows.
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Cancún, Mexico
2017

Annual Meeting

Larry Rogers Jr. and family with Tom Rhodes, right

Left to right: John and Jennifer Uustal and Mike Prangle

Dan and Sharon Baradat

Left to right: Scott Costantino, Gisela and Tad Griffin
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Fellows, guests enjoy Yucatán hospitality

Barristers, spouses, family, and guests gathered in March
at the Ritz-Carlton in Cancún for the 2017 Annual Meeting
planned to perfection by Dan and Sharon Baradat. More
than six days with perfect weather – for which the Baradats take full credit – we inducted 24 new fellows, including one who joined us from New Zealand; had meetings
of the society’s board of governors, the foundation’s board
of governors, and state chairs; heard from nine speakers;
enjoyed the company of other fellows and guests at dinners with live music; and partook of the wonderful activities available in this magnificent part of Mexico.

Speakers were selected by Tom and Maria Cranmer. Four
covered legal topics of general interest. Justice Bridget M.
McCormack from the Michigan Supreme Court gave the
inaugural John Reed professionalism lecture on the work
being done to eliminate junk science in criminal cases.
Rob Cary, who represented the late Sen. Ted Stevens,
spoke about Stevens’ wrongful conviction. Michael Martin
spoke about his role in prosecuting the “underwear bomber.” And Jess Bravin, from The Wall Street Journal, shared
his reporting on the Guantanamo terror courts. Other
speakers ran a fascinating gamut. At one ethereal extreme was famed chef, Jimmy Schmidt of the Rattlesnake

Grill, speaking on the intersection of natural nutrition and flavor.
While at the other extreme, Peter Morey enlightened us about
NASA’s upcoming James Webb space telescope. In between, Karl
Taube told tales of recent excavations at Chichen Itza. Dr. Brad
Feltis updated us on developments in fetal surgery and gene treatments, and the ever-popular Will Durst hit new heights of political
satire with the “The New Abnormal.”
Activities included a trip to the Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza, an
underground cave tour of the Río Secreto and a water jungle safari
as well as deep-sea fishing, sailing, snorkeling, cooking classes
and golf at several local courses. A big barristers thank you to Dan,
Sharon, Tom and Maria for making it a special week.

Top right: John Reed, our resident party animal
Above: Dancing to Liquid Blue
Left: Welcome reception and dinner, South Pool and Courtyard
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London calling

Save the date for the next annual meeting

April 15-19, 2018
Join us for our
first overseas
meeting, in London,
England. Fellows
will be staying at
The Dorchester
in the Mayfair
area near Hyde
Park. Outstanding
speakers, food and
entertainment
await. We will see
you there!
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Summer greetings from The Big Easy
Greetings from New Orleans
where our sultry summer
is in full swing. I hope you
enjoy reading The Crier,
the International Society of
Barristers’ new publication.
We are very excited about its
launch. Through The Crier,
we hope to keep our members
up to date about meetings
and activities. The Crier also
provides a means to more often
communicate with our fellows.

We will be hosted by the
fabulous Dorchester Hotel, in
As with any new publication, the Mayfair area across from
Hyde Park. The Dorchester
we expect to tweak it going
boasts newly renovated
forward and welcome your
feedback to help us publish a rooms, and its flower-filled
Promenade, common areas and
user-friendly product.
ballrooms are quintessential
I am excited and humbled to be London.
the president of this awesome
organization. As I look back at Ken and Jackie McEwan have
been working hard to secure
the list of my predecessors, I
know I have huge shoes to fill. outstanding speakers on a range
But, I am working to do that. of topics. And, importantly,
we are having two parties at
A principle goal for this year the Dorchester, with great
is to emphasize the “internaentertainment, music, dancing,
tional” in the International
scrumptious food, and ample
Society of Barristers. So, we
drinks.

Future meetings

Kathleen Flynn Peterson
Minnesota

2017 Board of Governors
Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton

David D. Powell, Jr.

October 4-7, 2017

Ray Persons
Georgia

Colorado

LeAnn Sanders
Nevada

Stephen Wade
Maine

Christopher Wesierski
California

Staff
Administrative
Secretary & Editor
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

Administrative Secretary &
Editor Emeritus
John W. Reed
Michigan

are making
our inaugural
trip to another
continent
and going
to London
for our
next annual
meeting, set
Judy Barrasso
for April 15-19,
2018. Mark your calendars!

New Orleans, Louisiana

2018 Annual Meeting
The Dorchester
London, England

April 15-19, 2018
2019 Annual Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton,
Dove Mountain
Tuscon, Arizona

March 24-30, 2019

N e ws

Beyond the Dorchester,
London offers fantastic sites,
including the Middle Temple
Inn of Court, the Imperial
War Museum, Tate Modern
Art Museum and the West
End theatres. We will host
an off-site dinner at Gibson
Hall, a magnificent former
banking hall in the heart of
the original city, and there
will be a free night to plan
your own adventures. For
those seeking further activities
with our fellows, an after
trip to St Andrews, Scotland,
is available. Be looking to
register in early September.

Another ISOB goal is to
have a more internationally
diverse membership. At our
annual meeting in Cancún in
March, the board approved
the nominations of several
candidates from the London
area. We hope that the newly
selected fellows will be
inducted at the London meeting
and will mark a renewal of our
continued on page 5

o f N ot e

The International Society of
Barristers has created an
annual lectureship to honor
John W. Reed, Thomas M.
Cooley Professor of Law
Emeritus at the University
of Michigan Law School
and retired Wayne State
University Law School
dean. On March 24, Michigan State Supreme Court
Justice Bridget McCormack
delivered the inaugural
John Reed Lecture at the
ISOB’s 2017 meeting.
Titled “The Forensic Science Frontier: It’s up to the
Lawyers,” the lecture drew

on McCormack’s extensive
involvement with studies
of the validity of forensic
evidence. Reed became
an academic fellow of the
society in 1978 and served
as administrative secretary
and editor of its journal,
Quarterly, from 1979 to
2010. For the last 20 years
of his tenure in the society,
Professor Reed gave the
concluding speech at each
annual convention, urging
the fellows on to a sense of
high purpose.
— State Bar of Michigan
more news on page 2

1

Who knew? Getting to know the 2017 inductees

Front row, left to right: Sherry
Knutson (Illinois); Tom Rhodes
(Texas); Angelo Patacca (Florida);
Leslie Packer (North Carolina);
Larry Rogers Jr. (Illinois); Todd
Gardner (Washington); Pam Andrews
(Washington)
Middle row, left to right: Jim
Swanson (Louisiana); Chris
Messerly (Minnesota); Emile Banks
(Wisconsin); Buck Cire (Texas);
Robert David (Louisiana); Minor
Pipes (Louisiana); Dinyar Marzban
(British Columbia); Peter Schmit
(Minnesota)
Back row, left to right: Mike
Prangle (Illinois); Ryan Langley
(South Carolina); Steven Maher
(Florida); Scott McLaren (Florida);
Brandon Thompson (Minnesota);
Colin Carruthers (New Zealand);
Bob Cooper (British Columbia); John
Uustal (Florida); Tad Griffin (Florida)

Pam Andrews: Over the past 31 years, my
husband Tad and I have adopted 10 rescue
dogs: one deaf; one so timid she would not
walk; one who had lost her hair from anxiety over her prior living conditions; three
with cancer; all with endless personality.

Ryan Langley: I am passionate about
really good food and wild game, which
motivates a love for hunting, vegetable
gardening and cooking.

Peter Schmit: I grew up on a small dairy
farm in Northern Minnestsoa, where, as
the youngest of eight kids, had the daily
task of helping milk cows at 6am and 6pm
Monday through Sunday. Law is easy
compared to that.

Steven Maher: I enjoy golf, traveling
with my wife, Wendy, reading, listening to
Brandon Thompson: I love the mountains
Emile Banks: I am the first assistant pastor music and cycling.
(despite the lack of them in Minnesota),
of a mega church, Christian Faith Fellowand have been to the highest point of each
ship Church, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Dinyar Marzban: My interests are road
of the 50 states.
cycling, sculling and trap shooting.
Colin Carruthers: I run a vineyard and
winery located just outside Martinborough, Scott McLaren: I enjoy bird hunting, fish- John Uustal: I like the beach in Fort
Lauderdale, the St. Lawrence River, and
New Zealand, producing primarily Pinot
ing and skiing and would enjoy golf, but
anywhere in Italy.
Noir, but also Pinot Gris, Chardonnay,
for the part about keeping score.
Chenin Blanc, Syrah and Viognier, marketed under the label “Te Muna Valley.”
Chris Messerly: I am married to my high
school sweetheart, Joanne, and I am an
George Cire: I am an avid outdoorsman
Ironman triathlete and hockey player, and I
ews of Note
— fishing, hunting, surfing — and I make restore old cars.
continued from page 1
custom fishing rods.
On April 12, John Hunter Q.C., a
Leslie Packer: Now that we are empty
fellow since 2006, was appointed
Robert Cooper: I like to do anything out- nesters, my husband and I enjoy going on
directly to the Court of Appeal of
doors in the mountains of British Colum- long walks with our dog, and I am conBritish Columbia. Called to the bars
bia.
stantly challenged to come up with new
of British Columbia, the Yukon and
recipes to use the vegetables and herbs we
Ontario, Justice Hunter regularly
Todd Gardner: I enjoy skiing, playing
grow in our garden.
appeared before the Supreme Court
golf, being out on the water and doing just
of Canada, including his noted apabout anything with Polly, our boys and
Angelo Patacca: I enjoy long-distance
pointment as an amicus curiae in the
other family and friends.
motorcycle adventures, Brazilian jiu jitsu,
2014 Senate Reform Reference. His
and helping coach my sons’ high school
recent trial work included Henry v.
David Glover: I am a proud father of
lacrosse teams.
British Columbia (Attorney General)
6-year-old Olivia and 3-year-old Lilly and
in which he represented the provthe prouder husband of Theresa; we enjoy H. Minor Pipes III: I travel, read and play
ince of British Columbia in a claim
hiking, biking, floating rivers, swimming
tennis — chasing my three sons through
brought by a plaintiff arising out of his
and being with each other and with friends. most of them.
wrongful conviction and incarceration
for 27 years. Hunter taught National
Tad Griffin: In the summers, our family
J. Thomas Rhodes III: I really enjoy fishJudicial Institute programs on judicial
ing and bird hunting.
golfs and hikes together in Colorado.
decision-making and judicial ethics.
He served as president of the Law
Society of British Columbia and of
Sherry Knutson: I spend as much time as Larry Rogers Jr.: In my free time, I enjoy
the Federation of Law Societies of
being a volleyball dad, driving instructor,
I can at our log cabin in Indiana, where I
Canada.
enjoy outdoor activities: from bird-watch- horseback riding partner, and legal debater
— Submitted by Ken McEwan
ing to foraging to making apple cider on an with my four children.
old-fashioned press.

N
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The ISOB Foundation
From Joe Daly, president of the
foundation:

This year we made $50,000 in
grants of $10,000 each to five organizations: the National Institute for
Trial Advocacy (NITA) to fund the
International Society of Barristers
Spangenberg/Liber Scholarships to
NITA trial skills training programs;
the Center for Death Penalty Litigation to fund training for post-conviction death penalty lawyers; the
Innocence Network to fund training
at their annual meeting; and to
the Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC) in support of the Southeast
Immigrant Freedom Initiative (SIFI).
We are continually looking for new
organizations to support. If you
know of one whose work is consistent with the purposes set out in
our articles of incorporation, please
suggest their name to me.

Foundation
Executive
Committee

and professional representation, we
endeavor to win every meritorious
case brought on behalf of immigrants detained in the southeastern
United States — and to the extent
possible bonded or paroled immigrants who had been detained — as
a result of recent and anticipated
immigration enforcement.”

Thank you again for your support of
this important work. As you consider your charitable giving, please
include the foundation so that it
can not only continue its work, but
support even more worthy organizations advancing ISOB’s goals and
principles. You can easily donate in
honor of or in memory of colleagues
or friends as a way of acknowledging them and supporting the foundation’s work.

President

Joseph S. Daly
Nebraska

Vice President
Rebecca S. Thiem
North Dakota

Secretary/Treasurer
David S. Maring
North Dakota

Board of Governors
Robert Frazer Clark
Georgia

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

James K. Dorsett III
North Carolina

Robert M. Dowd
California

There are two ways to donate. You
can donate by credit card through
the website on the foundation’s page
Grantees value our work. A good
or you can send a check to the Interexample: “We deeply appreciate this national Society of Barristers Founspecial contribution for the Southdation at P.O. Box 21320, Durham,
east Immigrant Freedom Initiative
North Carolina 27703.
(SIFI),” said SPLC’s president, Richard Cohen.
Donations, of course, are fully tax
deductible and will be acknowlMr. Cohen, a former speaker at an
edged to you and to appropriate
annual meeting added, “Our attorothers, if made in honor of or in
neys are working with pro-bono
memory of someone.
counsel to ensure that every immigrant swept up in a raid in the
Thank for the honor and privilege to
Southeast has legal counsel. By
serve as your president of this great
providing aggressive, high-quality,
foundation.
Nöel Ferris

Dec. 21, 1948 - May 21, 2017
Nöel, of Sacramento, California, met her
husband, Parker, also an ISOB fellow, while
in law school. She was president of the
International Academy of Trial lawyers, a
consumate advocate and committed to the
prevention of human trafficking.

We remember
Bradford M. “Buck” Gearinger
Nov. 17, 1940 - May 30, 2017

Buck, of Akron, Ohio, was a major in the Marine
Corps and won the Akron Bar Association’s Professionalism Award during his years of practice.
His wife, Paula, survives him.

James J. Ormiston
Texas

Lance Sears
Colorado

William R. Sieben
Minnesota

William B. Smith
California

Timothy S. Trecek
Wisconsin

Staff
executive secretary
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

William T. Robinson III
Dec. 6, 1945 - May 9, 2017

Bill, of Lexington, Kentucky, was the
135th President of the American Bar
Association and is survived by his wife,
Joan, and his extended family.

Please contact the society at beskind@law.duke.edu if you know of a fellow who has passed away.
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Prosecuting the infamous underwear bomber case
Let me tell you about Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, who came in on Christmas Day
to Detroit on a plane with a bomb. He was
sent by Al-Qaeda to destroy the aircraft. He
failed, was arrested when he landed, and that
touched off a massive federal investigation ...
It was the largest investigation I’ve ever been
involved in. And certainly the most fascinating case I’ve ever been involved in.

... often times I hear people say to me in
talking about terrorism that their perception
of a suicide bomber is somebody who is not
well-educated, poor, and doesn’t really know
what they’re doing, maybe was brainwashed
into doing it. That type of description certainly does not fit Abdulmutallab, and I think it
really doesn’t fit many of the suicide bombers
... Mr. Abdulmutallab was from one of the
wealthiest families in Nigeria. ... He was also
highly educated. ...
And the mission that Al-Qaeda developed
was that Abdulmutallab would destroy a U.S.
airliner. That was the key; it had to be a U.S.
airliner, and it had to be over American soil.
Every other detail was left to him. ...

Abdulmutallab is on the plane and he goes
to the bathroom where he stays for about 20
minutes. And what he does in the bathroom
is he engages in a cleansing. He puts perfume
on himself ... he’s preparing to go to heaven.
So and he really, really overdoes it with the
perfume, in fact many of the witnesses on

the plane recalled the smell of perfume as
he walked back from the bathroom. .... He returns to his seat. He pulls a blanket up to his
chin and around his head and then he goes
into his pants where the bomb was hidden
and he depresses the plunger on the syringe,
which initiates the explosion. ...

I don’t know if you all do this, but when I
have a big, complicated case, I sometimes
will assign memory aids to witnesses, maybe
a quality about that witness; I’ll give them a
nickname Well,
we did that
in this case,
because we interviewed this
gentleman and
he told us that
when Abdulmutallab pulled that blanket up and initiated
the bomb, he turned to Abdulmutallab when
he saw the fire and he said, “Dude, your pants
are on fire.” ... It’s true. It’s true. So we called
him Dude. ...

“the most
fascinating case
I’ve ever been
involved in.”

So the passengers, they subdue Abdulmutallab, they extinguish the fire. ... [T]hey moved
him up to business class ... And he is seated
in a seat right across from a flight attendant
... And she said to him, “What did you have?”
And he ignored her at first, ... so she said,
“No, I said to you, what did you have?” And
he said, “Explosive device.” ... [W]e love this
piece of evidence because the federal statute

that we charged him with, the exact wording
in the statute is “explosive device.” ...
After the attack, Al-Qaeda released a video of
Abdulmutallab where Al-Qaeda took credit
for the attack. They talked about how the
bomb had defeated Western security, which
is a big selling point for them; they talked
about the defendant himself, kind of lionizing
him and encouraging others to be like him ...

And the legacy of this case I just want to
touch on briefly ... It’s much, much harder when the potential attacker is a lonely,
distraught, young man living in his parent’s
basement who has no previous contact with
law enforcement ... decides to pick up a gun,
or ... simply drives a vehicle into a busy university and steps out with a knife and starts
stabbing people. That is a much, much more
difficult problem for the FBI to handle. And
they’re in a situation where even one failure
is a failure for the FBI. ... Terrorists are in a
completely different position. They can fail
99 percent of the time, but if they just get one
it’s a success, and the bomb doesn’t even have
to fully function for them to have a success.
The FBI is just the opposite. So they have a
tremendously difficult job ahead of them.

Michael C. Martin has been an assistant U.S.
attorney in the Eastern district of Michigan since
2008. He’s assigned to the office’s National Security Unit, where he prosecutes terrorism, espionage, and other national security crimes. This
article is excerpted from his talk at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a
future issue of the ISOB Quarterly.

Cutting edge of fetal surgery, gene therapy
I’m really excited to talk about something that
I’m super passionate about and that’s treating
the unborn patient. … I want to tackle two
giant topics: One is in utero fetal surgery and
the other one is gene therapy. Widely divergent topics but two very important topics. I
want to hit on gene therapy because we have a
gene therapy lab. We’ve had a pretty significant breakthrough last year and I think that
gene therapy has the potential to not only cure
disease locally and regionally but nationally
Brad Feltis
and internationally, and gene therapy might
be one of the keys to rescuing the healthcare crisis that we have
worldwide. …

This family came to us, they actually came to us eight years ago
and they had a bad problem. They were happy that they were
pregnant with twins. .... They were very sad to find out that their
twins had something called Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome.
… they share a placenta. … In Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome, ... there becomes an imbalance in blood flow between the
two twins. One twin acts as the donor twin. He donates blood
volume to the recipient twin, and so this baby gets really big. His
gestational sac gets really big because he’s trying to get rid of that
volume by making urine. This baby goes into horrible kidney failure. This baby goes into horrible heart failure and left untreated,
95 percent of these babies die before 24 weeks. … These babies
have a bad, bad problem with very few options until about a de-
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cade ago when medical device technology and optics technology
had finally advanced to a point where we could start really doing
things inside the womb.

Operating with tiny cameras and tiny equipment is called fetoscopic surgery and so people have known for the last generation
that if you could figure out a way to disrupt those blood vessels,
to disrupt those communications between the babies, then you
could potentially treat the disease … We need to track the blood
vessels going from one baby to the other … Once we do that, we
introduce a 600 nanometer laser fiber. This is called a diode laser.
It fires under water and you cauterize or cook these blood vessels.
This is the tricky part of the case. You have to hold this probe
right next to the blood vessel without touching it because the
babies only have about half an ounce of circulating blood volume
and they can hemorrhage to death real quick if you rupture one
of those blood vessels. … We turn the placenta into essentially
two separate halves. Each of the babies has their own half of the
placenta and then the disease process reverses itself. … So these
are babies that wouldn’t have lived before and now you get the
best Christmas picture of all time...
So what is fetal surgery? So it’s a new field. … You can do an
open fetal surgery to expose some or all of the baby, do an operation on the baby, put the baby back in and have the pregnancy
continue. Up until a few years ago, the only indication for open
fetal surgery was for lethal problems because it’s a big deal …
continued on page 5

Thank you, Cindy

When the offices of the ISOB
moved from Ann Arbor,
Michigan, to Durham, North
Carolina, on John Reeds’
retirement, I reached out to
the most qualified person I
knew to handle our finances.
That person was Cindy
Henry, who had handled the
books of my former law firm.
For the past six years, Cindy
has been comptroller for
the society and foundation.
Her work has been perfect
— literally, perfect. Every

account has balanced to the
penny. And she has been a
wonderful colleague. We bid
Cindy goodbye as she moves
to the North Carolina coast
and thank her for her great
work.

Nicole Satterwhite will
be our new comptroller.
Please contact her with any
questions about finances,
billing or foundation
donations.
— Don Beskind

Mission stateMent

Membership in the International Society
of Barristers is extended to advocates
of exceptional talent whose qualities,
including integrity, honor and collegiality,
embody the spirit of the true professional.
Membership is by invitation only after
a rigorous screening process involving
lawyers and judges to identify trial lawyers
who meet its standards.
The society nurtures excellence and
professionalism in advocacy by its recognition of members’ achievements and
providing an opportunity for them, and
their spouses and guests, to meet and
find renewal of spirit in the company of
others who have traveled a similar road.
Its annual convention combines presen-

Submissions wanted

We want you. Or
ethics. Works that
more specifically,
have been previwe want what you
ously published
have written. If
are fine if the
you have aucopyright holder
thored something
consents and the
you think would
publication was
be suitable for
not such that our
our Quarterly,
members would
please submit it
have already seen
for consideration.
the work.
Past publications
have included fellows’
Send your submissions to
prose and poetry on topics Don Beskind at beskind@
from baseball to legal
law.duke.edu

tations, extraordinary in their quality and
diversity, that include topics drawn from
the arts, politics, science and other areas
of interest to lawyers and nonlawyers
alike with a broad range of social and
recreational activities. Barristers have no
rank or privilege among them and gather
annually to renew old friendships and to
make new ones. The society publishes a
quarterly journal of topics covered at the
meeting and otherwise of interest to its
members.
Through the ISOB, the society supports
the work of other organizations whose
endeavors are consistent with the society’s support of excellence and advocacy
under the adversarial system.

Fetal surgery, gene therapy
continued from page 4

[O]pen fetal surgery really hit a milestone
a few years ago when this randomized trial
was performed and this is for a repair of
myelomeningocele also called spina bifida.
… We make an incision in the uterus to
expose the baby and then we do an operation on the baby. … We don’t want to bring
the baby out of the uterus for this. We want
to manipulate the baby as little as possible.
We want to float the baby up to where we
make our incision in the uterus and then we
want to fix the baby and then tuck the baby
back in. … We haven’t cured the disease
but we’ve dramatically reduced the effects
of the disease and that’s what our goal is
for these surgeries. …
Our research focus is ex vivo gene therapy.
... Within a few years, we’re going to do
in utero gene therapy. We will be able to
give genes to the developing babies that

they’re missing and ultimately we want to
do gene correction…with the new technology .... [y]ou can specifically target exactly
where in the genome you’re missing a gene
and you can put it back. We have a lot of
single gene disorders ... like sickle cell
anemia, cystic fibrosis... If you can put the
defective gene back where it belongs, you
can cure a disease. We can do this in the
laboratory and we’re very, very close to
doing it in humans. … I think the potential
of gene therapy for the human population
is tremendous in both reducing disease but
really taking a lot of the heavy burden off
of the healthcare system.

Brad A. Feltis, M.D., PhD., is one of the world’s
few pediatric surgeons specializing in diagnosing
and treating anomalies in developing babies still
in the womb. This article is excerpted from his remarks at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a future issue of the ISOB
Quarterly.

Nominations

The rhythm of life for the ISOB is
the retirement of older fellows and
the nominations of new ones. If
you are interested in submitting
a nomination, log into the ISOB
website and click on the “Nominate”
tab and select the sub-tab of “How
to Nominate.”
If you have questions, contact Don
Beskind at beskind@law.duke.edu
or (919) 612-3955.
All qualified candidates will be
considered but we are particularly
interested in receiving nominations
of younger, female and more
diverse candidates.

President’s letter
continued from page 1

relationship with the English bar.
Third, be on the lookout for competent,
experienced trial lawyers to nominate to
join ISOB. Contact your state chair or Don
Beskind, our administrative secretary.
Lastly, I want to remind our fellows of the
great work our foundation is doing. Last
year the foundation awarded grants to
organizations who support ISOB’s mission
of encouraging advocacy in the adversary
system and retention of trial by jury.
I look forward to seeing many of you in
London. In the meantime, please send
your ideas, suggestions and nominations
for new fellows.
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Cancún, Mexico
2017

Annual Meeting

Larry Rogers Jr. and family with Tom Rhodes, right

Left to right: John and Jennifer Uustal and Mike Prangle

Dan and Sharon Baradat

Left to right: Scott Costantino, Gisela and Tad Griffin
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Fellows, guests enjoy Yucatán hospitality

Barristers, spouses, family, and guests gathered in March
at the Ritz-Carlton in Cancún for the 2017 Annual Meeting
planned to perfection by Dan and Sharon Baradat. More
than six days with perfect weather – for which the Baradats take full credit – we inducted 24 new fellows, including one who joined us from New Zealand; had meetings
of the society’s board of governors, the foundation’s board
of governors, and state chairs; heard from nine speakers;
enjoyed the company of other fellows and guests at dinners with live music; and partook of the wonderful activities available in this magnificent part of Mexico.

Speakers were selected by Tom and Maria Cranmer. Four
covered legal topics of general interest. Justice Bridget M.
McCormack from the Michigan Supreme Court gave the
inaugural John Reed professionalism lecture on the work
being done to eliminate junk science in criminal cases.
Rob Cary, who represented the late Sen. Ted Stevens,
spoke about Stevens’ wrongful conviction. Michael Martin
spoke about his role in prosecuting the “underwear bomber.” And Jess Bravin, from The Wall Street Journal, shared
his reporting on the Guantanamo terror courts. Other
speakers ran a fascinating gamut. At one ethereal extreme was famed chef, Jimmy Schmidt of the Rattlesnake

Grill, speaking on the intersection of natural nutrition and flavor.
While at the other extreme, Peter Morey enlightened us about
NASA’s upcoming James Webb space telescope. In between, Karl
Taube told tales of recent excavations at Chichen Itza. Dr. Brad
Feltis updated us on developments in fetal surgery and gene treatments, and the ever-popular Will Durst hit new heights of political
satire with the “The New Abnormal.”
Activities included a trip to the Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza, an
underground cave tour of the Río Secreto and a water jungle safari
as well as deep-sea fishing, sailing, snorkeling, cooking classes
and golf at several local courses. A big barristers thank you to Dan,
Sharon, Tom and Maria for making it a special week.

Top right: John Reed, our resident party animal
Above: Dancing to Liquid Blue
Left: Welcome reception and dinner, South Pool and Courtyard
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London calling

Save the date for the next annual meeting

April 15-19, 2018
Join us for our
first overseas
meeting, in London,
England. Fellows
will be staying at
The Dorchester
in the Mayfair
area near Hyde
Park. Outstanding
speakers, food and
entertainment
await. We will see
you there!

INSIDE
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Letter from president
future meetings
prosecuting the underwear bomber
treating the unborn patient
2017 inductees
we remember
news of note
update from cancún board meeting

If you need anything from the Barristers, contact:

Prof. Donald H. Beskind
(919) 613-7085
beskind@law.duke.edu
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International Society of Barristers
Post Office Box 21320
Durham, NC 27703
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Summer greetings from The Big Easy
Greetings from New Orleans
where our sultry summer
is in full swing. I hope you
enjoy reading The Crier,
the International Society of
Barristers’ new publication.
We are very excited about its
launch. Through The Crier,
we hope to keep our members
up to date about meetings
and activities. The Crier also
provides a means to more often
communicate with our fellows.

We will be hosted by the
fabulous Dorchester Hotel, in
As with any new publication, the Mayfair area across from
Hyde Park. The Dorchester
we expect to tweak it going
boasts newly renovated
forward and welcome your
feedback to help us publish a rooms, and its flower-filled
Promenade, common areas and
user-friendly product.
ballrooms are quintessential
I am excited and humbled to be London.
the president of this awesome
organization. As I look back at Ken and Jackie McEwan have
been working hard to secure
the list of my predecessors, I
know I have huge shoes to fill. outstanding speakers on a range
But, I am working to do that. of topics. And, importantly,
we are having two parties at
A principle goal for this year the Dorchester, with great
is to emphasize the “internaentertainment, music, dancing,
tional” in the International
scrumptious food, and ample
Society of Barristers. So, we
drinks.

Future meetings

Kathleen Flynn Peterson
Minnesota

2017 Board of Governors
Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton

David D. Powell, Jr.

October 4-7, 2017

Ray Persons
Georgia

Colorado

LeAnn Sanders
Nevada

Stephen Wade
Maine

Christopher Wesierski
California

Staff
Administrative
Secretary & Editor
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

Administrative Secretary &
Editor Emeritus
John W. Reed
Michigan

are making
our inaugural
trip to another
continent
and going
to London
for our
next annual
meeting, set
Judy Barrasso
for April 15-19,
2018. Mark your calendars!

New Orleans, Louisiana

2018 Annual Meeting
The Dorchester
London, England

April 15-19, 2018
2019 Annual Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton,
Dove Mountain
Tuscon, Arizona

March 24-30, 2019
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Beyond the Dorchester,
London offers fantastic sites,
including the Middle Temple
Inn of Court, the Imperial
War Museum, Tate Modern
Art Museum and the West
End theatres. We will host
an off-site dinner at Gibson
Hall, a magnificent former
banking hall in the heart of
the original city, and there
will be a free night to plan
your own adventures. For
those seeking further activities
with our fellows, an after
trip to St Andrews, Scotland,
is available. Be looking to
register in early September.

Another ISOB goal is to
have a more internationally
diverse membership. At our
annual meeting in Cancún in
March, the board approved
the nominations of several
candidates from the London
area. We hope that the newly
selected fellows will be
inducted at the London meeting
and will mark a renewal of our
continued on page 5
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The International Society of
Barristers has created an
annual lectureship to honor
John W. Reed, Thomas M.
Cooley Professor of Law
Emeritus at the University
of Michigan Law School
and retired Wayne State
University Law School
dean. On March 24, Michigan State Supreme Court
Justice Bridget McCormack
delivered the inaugural
John Reed Lecture at the
ISOB’s 2017 meeting.
Titled “The Forensic Science Frontier: It’s up to the
Lawyers,” the lecture drew

on McCormack’s extensive
involvement with studies
of the validity of forensic
evidence. Reed became
an academic fellow of the
society in 1978 and served
as administrative secretary
and editor of its journal,
Quarterly, from 1979 to
2010. For the last 20 years
of his tenure in the society,
Professor Reed gave the
concluding speech at each
annual convention, urging
the fellows on to a sense of
high purpose.
— State Bar of Michigan
more news on page 2
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Who knew? Getting to know the 2017 inductees

Front row, left to right: Sherry
Knutson (Illinois); Tom Rhodes
(Texas); Angelo Patacca (Florida);
Leslie Packer (North Carolina);
Larry Rogers Jr. (Illinois); Todd
Gardner (Washington); Pam Andrews
(Washington)
Middle row, left to right: Jim
Swanson (Louisiana); Chris
Messerly (Minnesota); Emile Banks
(Wisconsin); Buck Cire (Texas);
Robert David (Louisiana); Minor
Pipes (Louisiana); Dinyar Marzban
(British Columbia); Peter Schmit
(Minnesota)
Back row, left to right: Mike
Prangle (Illinois); Ryan Langley
(South Carolina); Steven Maher
(Florida); Scott McLaren (Florida);
Brandon Thompson (Minnesota);
Colin Carruthers (New Zealand);
Bob Cooper (British Columbia); John
Uustal (Florida); Tad Griffin (Florida)

Pam Andrews: Over the past 31 years, my
husband Tad and I have adopted 10 rescue
dogs: one deaf; one so timid she would not
walk; one who had lost her hair from anxiety over her prior living conditions; three
with cancer; all with endless personality.

Ryan Langley: I am passionate about
really good food and wild game, which
motivates a love for hunting, vegetable
gardening and cooking.

Peter Schmit: I grew up on a small dairy
farm in Northern Minnestsoa, where, as
the youngest of eight kids, had the daily
task of helping milk cows at 6am and 6pm
Monday through Sunday. Law is easy
compared to that.

Steven Maher: I enjoy golf, traveling
with my wife, Wendy, reading, listening to
Brandon Thompson: I love the mountains
Emile Banks: I am the first assistant pastor music and cycling.
(despite the lack of them in Minnesota),
of a mega church, Christian Faith Fellowand have been to the highest point of each
ship Church, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Dinyar Marzban: My interests are road
of the 50 states.
cycling, sculling and trap shooting.
Colin Carruthers: I run a vineyard and
winery located just outside Martinborough, Scott McLaren: I enjoy bird hunting, fish- John Uustal: I like the beach in Fort
Lauderdale, the St. Lawrence River, and
New Zealand, producing primarily Pinot
ing and skiing and would enjoy golf, but
anywhere in Italy.
Noir, but also Pinot Gris, Chardonnay,
for the part about keeping score.
Chenin Blanc, Syrah and Viognier, marketed under the label “Te Muna Valley.”
Chris Messerly: I am married to my high
school sweetheart, Joanne, and I am an
George Cire: I am an avid outdoorsman
Ironman triathlete and hockey player, and I
ews of Note
— fishing, hunting, surfing — and I make restore old cars.
continued from page 1
custom fishing rods.
On April 12, John Hunter Q.C., a
Leslie Packer: Now that we are empty
fellow since 2006, was appointed
Robert Cooper: I like to do anything out- nesters, my husband and I enjoy going on
directly to the Court of Appeal of
doors in the mountains of British Colum- long walks with our dog, and I am conBritish Columbia. Called to the bars
bia.
stantly challenged to come up with new
of British Columbia, the Yukon and
recipes to use the vegetables and herbs we
Ontario, Justice Hunter regularly
Todd Gardner: I enjoy skiing, playing
grow in our garden.
appeared before the Supreme Court
golf, being out on the water and doing just
of Canada, including his noted apabout anything with Polly, our boys and
Angelo Patacca: I enjoy long-distance
pointment as an amicus curiae in the
other family and friends.
motorcycle adventures, Brazilian jiu jitsu,
2014 Senate Reform Reference. His
and helping coach my sons’ high school
recent trial work included Henry v.
David Glover: I am a proud father of
lacrosse teams.
British Columbia (Attorney General)
6-year-old Olivia and 3-year-old Lilly and
in which he represented the provthe prouder husband of Theresa; we enjoy H. Minor Pipes III: I travel, read and play
ince of British Columbia in a claim
hiking, biking, floating rivers, swimming
tennis — chasing my three sons through
brought by a plaintiff arising out of his
and being with each other and with friends. most of them.
wrongful conviction and incarceration
for 27 years. Hunter taught National
Tad Griffin: In the summers, our family
J. Thomas Rhodes III: I really enjoy fishJudicial Institute programs on judicial
ing and bird hunting.
golfs and hikes together in Colorado.
decision-making and judicial ethics.
He served as president of the Law
Society of British Columbia and of
Sherry Knutson: I spend as much time as Larry Rogers Jr.: In my free time, I enjoy
the Federation of Law Societies of
being a volleyball dad, driving instructor,
I can at our log cabin in Indiana, where I
Canada.
enjoy outdoor activities: from bird-watch- horseback riding partner, and legal debater
— Submitted by Ken McEwan
ing to foraging to making apple cider on an with my four children.
old-fashioned press.
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The ISOB Foundation
From Joe Daly, president of the
foundation:

This year we made $50,000 in
grants of $10,000 each to five organizations: the National Institute for
Trial Advocacy (NITA) to fund the
International Society of Barristers
Spangenberg/Liber Scholarships to
NITA trial skills training programs;
the Center for Death Penalty Litigation to fund training for post-conviction death penalty lawyers; the
Innocence Network to fund training
at their annual meeting; and to
the Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC) in support of the Southeast
Immigrant Freedom Initiative (SIFI).
We are continually looking for new
organizations to support. If you
know of one whose work is consistent with the purposes set out in
our articles of incorporation, please
suggest their name to me.

Foundation
Executive
Committee

and professional representation, we
endeavor to win every meritorious
case brought on behalf of immigrants detained in the southeastern
United States — and to the extent
possible bonded or paroled immigrants who had been detained — as
a result of recent and anticipated
immigration enforcement.”

Thank you again for your support of
this important work. As you consider your charitable giving, please
include the foundation so that it
can not only continue its work, but
support even more worthy organizations advancing ISOB’s goals and
principles. You can easily donate in
honor of or in memory of colleagues
or friends as a way of acknowledging them and supporting the foundation’s work.

President

Joseph S. Daly
Nebraska

Vice President
Rebecca S. Thiem
North Dakota

Secretary/Treasurer
David S. Maring
North Dakota

Board of Governors
Robert Frazer Clark
Georgia

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

James K. Dorsett III
North Carolina

Robert M. Dowd
California

There are two ways to donate. You
can donate by credit card through
the website on the foundation’s page
Grantees value our work. A good
or you can send a check to the Interexample: “We deeply appreciate this national Society of Barristers Founspecial contribution for the Southdation at P.O. Box 21320, Durham,
east Immigrant Freedom Initiative
North Carolina 27703.
(SIFI),” said SPLC’s president, Richard Cohen.
Donations, of course, are fully tax
deductible and will be acknowlMr. Cohen, a former speaker at an
edged to you and to appropriate
annual meeting added, “Our attorothers, if made in honor of or in
neys are working with pro-bono
memory of someone.
counsel to ensure that every immigrant swept up in a raid in the
Thank for the honor and privilege to
Southeast has legal counsel. By
serve as your president of this great
providing aggressive, high-quality,
foundation.
Nöel Ferris

Dec. 21, 1948 - May 21, 2017
Nöel, of Sacramento, California, met her
husband, Parker, also an ISOB fellow, while
in law school. She was president of the
International Academy of Trial lawyers, a
consumate advocate and committed to the
prevention of human trafficking.

We remember
Bradford M. “Buck” Gearinger
Nov. 17, 1940 - May 30, 2017

Buck, of Akron, Ohio, was a major in the Marine
Corps and won the Akron Bar Association’s Professionalism Award during his years of practice.
His wife, Paula, survives him.

James J. Ormiston
Texas

Lance Sears
Colorado

William R. Sieben
Minnesota

William B. Smith
California

Timothy S. Trecek
Wisconsin

Staff
executive secretary
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

William T. Robinson III
Dec. 6, 1945 - May 9, 2017

Bill, of Lexington, Kentucky, was the
135th President of the American Bar
Association and is survived by his wife,
Joan, and his extended family.

Please contact the society at beskind@law.duke.edu if you know of a fellow who has passed away.
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Prosecuting the infamous underwear bomber case
Let me tell you about Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, who came in on Christmas Day
to Detroit on a plane with a bomb. He was
sent by Al-Qaeda to destroy the aircraft. He
failed, was arrested when he landed, and that
touched off a massive federal investigation ...
It was the largest investigation I’ve ever been
involved in. And certainly the most fascinating case I’ve ever been involved in.

... often times I hear people say to me in
talking about terrorism that their perception
of a suicide bomber is somebody who is not
well-educated, poor, and doesn’t really know
what they’re doing, maybe was brainwashed
into doing it. That type of description certainly does not fit Abdulmutallab, and I think it
really doesn’t fit many of the suicide bombers
... Mr. Abdulmutallab was from one of the
wealthiest families in Nigeria. ... He was also
highly educated. ...
And the mission that Al-Qaeda developed
was that Abdulmutallab would destroy a U.S.
airliner. That was the key; it had to be a U.S.
airliner, and it had to be over American soil.
Every other detail was left to him. ...

Abdulmutallab is on the plane and he goes
to the bathroom where he stays for about 20
minutes. And what he does in the bathroom
is he engages in a cleansing. He puts perfume
on himself ... he’s preparing to go to heaven.
So and he really, really overdoes it with the
perfume, in fact many of the witnesses on

the plane recalled the smell of perfume as
he walked back from the bathroom. .... He returns to his seat. He pulls a blanket up to his
chin and around his head and then he goes
into his pants where the bomb was hidden
and he depresses the plunger on the syringe,
which initiates the explosion. ...

I don’t know if you all do this, but when I
have a big, complicated case, I sometimes
will assign memory aids to witnesses, maybe
a quality about that witness; I’ll give them a
nickname Well,
we did that
in this case,
because we interviewed this
gentleman and
he told us that
when Abdulmutallab pulled that blanket up and initiated
the bomb, he turned to Abdulmutallab when
he saw the fire and he said, “Dude, your pants
are on fire.” ... It’s true. It’s true. So we called
him Dude. ...

“the most
fascinating case
I’ve ever been
involved in.”

So the passengers, they subdue Abdulmutallab, they extinguish the fire. ... [T]hey moved
him up to business class ... And he is seated
in a seat right across from a flight attendant
... And she said to him, “What did you have?”
And he ignored her at first, ... so she said,
“No, I said to you, what did you have?” And
he said, “Explosive device.” ... [W]e love this
piece of evidence because the federal statute

that we charged him with, the exact wording
in the statute is “explosive device.” ...
After the attack, Al-Qaeda released a video of
Abdulmutallab where Al-Qaeda took credit
for the attack. They talked about how the
bomb had defeated Western security, which
is a big selling point for them; they talked
about the defendant himself, kind of lionizing
him and encouraging others to be like him ...

And the legacy of this case I just want to
touch on briefly ... It’s much, much harder when the potential attacker is a lonely,
distraught, young man living in his parent’s
basement who has no previous contact with
law enforcement ... decides to pick up a gun,
or ... simply drives a vehicle into a busy university and steps out with a knife and starts
stabbing people. That is a much, much more
difficult problem for the FBI to handle. And
they’re in a situation where even one failure
is a failure for the FBI. ... Terrorists are in a
completely different position. They can fail
99 percent of the time, but if they just get one
it’s a success, and the bomb doesn’t even have
to fully function for them to have a success.
The FBI is just the opposite. So they have a
tremendously difficult job ahead of them.

Michael C. Martin has been an assistant U.S.
attorney in the Eastern district of Michigan since
2008. He’s assigned to the office’s National Security Unit, where he prosecutes terrorism, espionage, and other national security crimes. This
article is excerpted from his talk at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a
future issue of the ISOB Quarterly.

Cutting edge of fetal surgery, gene therapy
I’m really excited to talk about something that
I’m super passionate about and that’s treating
the unborn patient. … I want to tackle two
giant topics: One is in utero fetal surgery and
the other one is gene therapy. Widely divergent topics but two very important topics. I
want to hit on gene therapy because we have a
gene therapy lab. We’ve had a pretty significant breakthrough last year and I think that
gene therapy has the potential to not only cure
disease locally and regionally but nationally
Brad Feltis
and internationally, and gene therapy might
be one of the keys to rescuing the healthcare crisis that we have
worldwide. …

This family came to us, they actually came to us eight years ago
and they had a bad problem. They were happy that they were
pregnant with twins. .... They were very sad to find out that their
twins had something called Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome.
… they share a placenta. … In Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome, ... there becomes an imbalance in blood flow between the
two twins. One twin acts as the donor twin. He donates blood
volume to the recipient twin, and so this baby gets really big. His
gestational sac gets really big because he’s trying to get rid of that
volume by making urine. This baby goes into horrible kidney failure. This baby goes into horrible heart failure and left untreated,
95 percent of these babies die before 24 weeks. … These babies
have a bad, bad problem with very few options until about a de-
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cade ago when medical device technology and optics technology
had finally advanced to a point where we could start really doing
things inside the womb.

Operating with tiny cameras and tiny equipment is called fetoscopic surgery and so people have known for the last generation
that if you could figure out a way to disrupt those blood vessels,
to disrupt those communications between the babies, then you
could potentially treat the disease … We need to track the blood
vessels going from one baby to the other … Once we do that, we
introduce a 600 nanometer laser fiber. This is called a diode laser.
It fires under water and you cauterize or cook these blood vessels.
This is the tricky part of the case. You have to hold this probe
right next to the blood vessel without touching it because the
babies only have about half an ounce of circulating blood volume
and they can hemorrhage to death real quick if you rupture one
of those blood vessels. … We turn the placenta into essentially
two separate halves. Each of the babies has their own half of the
placenta and then the disease process reverses itself. … So these
are babies that wouldn’t have lived before and now you get the
best Christmas picture of all time...
So what is fetal surgery? So it’s a new field. … You can do an
open fetal surgery to expose some or all of the baby, do an operation on the baby, put the baby back in and have the pregnancy
continue. Up until a few years ago, the only indication for open
fetal surgery was for lethal problems because it’s a big deal …
continued on page 5

Thank you, Cindy

When the offices of the ISOB
moved from Ann Arbor,
Michigan, to Durham, North
Carolina, on John Reeds’
retirement, I reached out to
the most qualified person I
knew to handle our finances.
That person was Cindy
Henry, who had handled the
books of my former law firm.
For the past six years, Cindy
has been comptroller for
the society and foundation.
Her work has been perfect
— literally, perfect. Every

account has balanced to the
penny. And she has been a
wonderful colleague. We bid
Cindy goodbye as she moves
to the North Carolina coast
and thank her for her great
work.

Nicole Satterwhite will
be our new comptroller.
Please contact her with any
questions about finances,
billing or foundation
donations.
— Don Beskind

Mission stateMent

Membership in the International Society
of Barristers is extended to advocates
of exceptional talent whose qualities,
including integrity, honor and collegiality,
embody the spirit of the true professional.
Membership is by invitation only after
a rigorous screening process involving
lawyers and judges to identify trial lawyers
who meet its standards.
The society nurtures excellence and
professionalism in advocacy by its recognition of members’ achievements and
providing an opportunity for them, and
their spouses and guests, to meet and
find renewal of spirit in the company of
others who have traveled a similar road.
Its annual convention combines presen-

Submissions wanted

We want you. Or
ethics. Works that
more specifically,
have been previwe want what you
ously published
have written. If
are fine if the
you have aucopyright holder
thored something
consents and the
you think would
publication was
be suitable for
not such that our
our Quarterly,
members would
please submit it
have already seen
for consideration.
the work.
Past publications
have included fellows’
Send your submissions to
prose and poetry on topics Don Beskind at beskind@
from baseball to legal
law.duke.edu

tations, extraordinary in their quality and
diversity, that include topics drawn from
the arts, politics, science and other areas
of interest to lawyers and nonlawyers
alike with a broad range of social and
recreational activities. Barristers have no
rank or privilege among them and gather
annually to renew old friendships and to
make new ones. The society publishes a
quarterly journal of topics covered at the
meeting and otherwise of interest to its
members.
Through the ISOB, the society supports
the work of other organizations whose
endeavors are consistent with the society’s support of excellence and advocacy
under the adversarial system.

Fetal surgery, gene therapy
continued from page 4

[O]pen fetal surgery really hit a milestone
a few years ago when this randomized trial
was performed and this is for a repair of
myelomeningocele also called spina bifida.
… We make an incision in the uterus to
expose the baby and then we do an operation on the baby. … We don’t want to bring
the baby out of the uterus for this. We want
to manipulate the baby as little as possible.
We want to float the baby up to where we
make our incision in the uterus and then we
want to fix the baby and then tuck the baby
back in. … We haven’t cured the disease
but we’ve dramatically reduced the effects
of the disease and that’s what our goal is
for these surgeries. …
Our research focus is ex vivo gene therapy.
... Within a few years, we’re going to do
in utero gene therapy. We will be able to
give genes to the developing babies that

they’re missing and ultimately we want to
do gene correction…with the new technology .... [y]ou can specifically target exactly
where in the genome you’re missing a gene
and you can put it back. We have a lot of
single gene disorders ... like sickle cell
anemia, cystic fibrosis... If you can put the
defective gene back where it belongs, you
can cure a disease. We can do this in the
laboratory and we’re very, very close to
doing it in humans. … I think the potential
of gene therapy for the human population
is tremendous in both reducing disease but
really taking a lot of the heavy burden off
of the healthcare system.

Brad A. Feltis, M.D., PhD., is one of the world’s
few pediatric surgeons specializing in diagnosing
and treating anomalies in developing babies still
in the womb. This article is excerpted from his remarks at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a future issue of the ISOB
Quarterly.

Nominations

The rhythm of life for the ISOB is
the retirement of older fellows and
the nominations of new ones. If
you are interested in submitting
a nomination, log into the ISOB
website and click on the “Nominate”
tab and select the sub-tab of “How
to Nominate.”
If you have questions, contact Don
Beskind at beskind@law.duke.edu
or (919) 612-3955.
All qualified candidates will be
considered but we are particularly
interested in receiving nominations
of younger, female and more
diverse candidates.

President’s letter
continued from page 1

relationship with the English bar.
Third, be on the lookout for competent,
experienced trial lawyers to nominate to
join ISOB. Contact your state chair or Don
Beskind, our administrative secretary.
Lastly, I want to remind our fellows of the
great work our foundation is doing. Last
year the foundation awarded grants to
organizations who support ISOB’s mission
of encouraging advocacy in the adversary
system and retention of trial by jury.
I look forward to seeing many of you in
London. In the meantime, please send
your ideas, suggestions and nominations
for new fellows.
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Cancún, Mexico
2017

Annual Meeting

Larry Rogers Jr. and family with Tom Rhodes, right

Left to right: John and Jennifer Uustal and Mike Prangle

Dan and Sharon Baradat

Left to right: Scott Costantino, Gisela and Tad Griffin

6

Fellows, guests enjoy Yucatán hospitality

Barristers, spouses, family, and guests gathered in March
at the Ritz-Carlton in Cancún for the 2017 Annual Meeting
planned to perfection by Dan and Sharon Baradat. More
than six days with perfect weather – for which the Baradats take full credit – we inducted 24 new fellows, including one who joined us from New Zealand; had meetings
of the society’s board of governors, the foundation’s board
of governors, and state chairs; heard from nine speakers;
enjoyed the company of other fellows and guests at dinners with live music; and partook of the wonderful activities available in this magnificent part of Mexico.

Speakers were selected by Tom and Maria Cranmer. Four
covered legal topics of general interest. Justice Bridget M.
McCormack from the Michigan Supreme Court gave the
inaugural John Reed professionalism lecture on the work
being done to eliminate junk science in criminal cases.
Rob Cary, who represented the late Sen. Ted Stevens,
spoke about Stevens’ wrongful conviction. Michael Martin
spoke about his role in prosecuting the “underwear bomber.” And Jess Bravin, from The Wall Street Journal, shared
his reporting on the Guantanamo terror courts. Other
speakers ran a fascinating gamut. At one ethereal extreme was famed chef, Jimmy Schmidt of the Rattlesnake

Grill, speaking on the intersection of natural nutrition and flavor.
While at the other extreme, Peter Morey enlightened us about
NASA’s upcoming James Webb space telescope. In between, Karl
Taube told tales of recent excavations at Chichen Itza. Dr. Brad
Feltis updated us on developments in fetal surgery and gene treatments, and the ever-popular Will Durst hit new heights of political
satire with the “The New Abnormal.”
Activities included a trip to the Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza, an
underground cave tour of the Río Secreto and a water jungle safari
as well as deep-sea fishing, sailing, snorkeling, cooking classes
and golf at several local courses. A big barristers thank you to Dan,
Sharon, Tom and Maria for making it a special week.

Top right: John Reed, our resident party animal
Above: Dancing to Liquid Blue
Left: Welcome reception and dinner, South Pool and Courtyard
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London calling

Save the date for the next annual meeting

April 15-19, 2018
Join us for our
first overseas
meeting, in London,
England. Fellows
will be staying at
The Dorchester
in the Mayfair
area near Hyde
Park. Outstanding
speakers, food and
entertainment
await. We will see
you there!

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE

Letter from president
future meetings
prosecuting the underwear bomber
treating the unborn patient
2017 inductees
we remember
news of note
update from cancún board meeting

If you need anything from the Barristers, contact:

Prof. Donald H. Beskind
(919) 613-7085
beskind@law.duke.edu

Send dues payment and foundation donations to:

International Society of Barristers
Post Office Box 21320
Durham, NC 27703
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The Newsletter of the International Society of Barristers

Executive committee
President

Judy Barrasso
Louisiana

First Vice-President
Harry H. Schneider Jr.
Washington

Second Vice-President
Thomas W. Cranmer
Michigan

Secretary Treasurer
J. Kenneth McEwan
British Columbia

Immediate Past President
Daniel R. Baradat
California

Board of Governors
Peter Brodhead
Ohio

Steve Bruckner
Nebraska

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

Maxon Davis
Montana

James P. Frickleton
Kansas

Kevin Krist
Texas

Stephen H. Kupperman
Louisiana

Kathleen Lang
Michigan

Bruce A. Montoya
Colorado

Summer greetings from The Big Easy
Greetings from New Orleans
where our sultry summer
is in full swing. I hope you
enjoy reading The Crier,
the International Society of
Barristers’ new publication.
We are very excited about its
launch. Through The Crier,
we hope to keep our members
up to date about meetings
and activities. The Crier also
provides a means to more often
communicate with our fellows.

We will be hosted by the
fabulous Dorchester Hotel, in
As with any new publication, the Mayfair area across from
Hyde Park. The Dorchester
we expect to tweak it going
boasts newly renovated
forward and welcome your
feedback to help us publish a rooms, and its flower-filled
Promenade, common areas and
user-friendly product.
ballrooms are quintessential
I am excited and humbled to be London.
the president of this awesome
organization. As I look back at Ken and Jackie McEwan have
been working hard to secure
the list of my predecessors, I
know I have huge shoes to fill. outstanding speakers on a range
But, I am working to do that. of topics. And, importantly,
we are having two parties at
A principle goal for this year the Dorchester, with great
is to emphasize the “internaentertainment, music, dancing,
tional” in the International
scrumptious food, and ample
Society of Barristers. So, we
drinks.

Future meetings

Kathleen Flynn Peterson
Minnesota

2017 Board of Governors
Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton

David D. Powell, Jr.

October 4-7, 2017

Ray Persons
Georgia

Colorado

LeAnn Sanders
Nevada

Stephen Wade
Maine

Christopher Wesierski
California

Staff
Administrative
Secretary & Editor
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

Administrative Secretary &
Editor Emeritus
John W. Reed
Michigan

are making
our inaugural
trip to another
continent
and going
to London
for our
next annual
meeting, set
Judy Barrasso
for April 15-19,
2018. Mark your calendars!

New Orleans, Louisiana

2018 Annual Meeting
The Dorchester
London, England

April 15-19, 2018
2019 Annual Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton,
Dove Mountain
Tuscon, Arizona

March 24-30, 2019

N e ws

Beyond the Dorchester,
London offers fantastic sites,
including the Middle Temple
Inn of Court, the Imperial
War Museum, Tate Modern
Art Museum and the West
End theatres. We will host
an off-site dinner at Gibson
Hall, a magnificent former
banking hall in the heart of
the original city, and there
will be a free night to plan
your own adventures. For
those seeking further activities
with our fellows, an after
trip to St Andrews, Scotland,
is available. Be looking to
register in early September.

Another ISOB goal is to
have a more internationally
diverse membership. At our
annual meeting in Cancún in
March, the board approved
the nominations of several
candidates from the London
area. We hope that the newly
selected fellows will be
inducted at the London meeting
and will mark a renewal of our
continued on page 5
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The International Society of
Barristers has created an
annual lectureship to honor
John W. Reed, Thomas M.
Cooley Professor of Law
Emeritus at the University
of Michigan Law School
and retired Wayne State
University Law School
dean. On March 24, Michigan State Supreme Court
Justice Bridget McCormack
delivered the inaugural
John Reed Lecture at the
ISOB’s 2017 meeting.
Titled “The Forensic Science Frontier: It’s up to the
Lawyers,” the lecture drew

on McCormack’s extensive
involvement with studies
of the validity of forensic
evidence. Reed became
an academic fellow of the
society in 1978 and served
as administrative secretary
and editor of its journal,
Quarterly, from 1979 to
2010. For the last 20 years
of his tenure in the society,
Professor Reed gave the
concluding speech at each
annual convention, urging
the fellows on to a sense of
high purpose.
— State Bar of Michigan
more news on page 2
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Who knew? Getting to know the 2017 inductees

Front row, left to right: Sherry
Knutson (Illinois); Tom Rhodes
(Texas); Angelo Patacca (Florida);
Leslie Packer (North Carolina);
Larry Rogers Jr. (Illinois); Todd
Gardner (Washington); Pam Andrews
(Washington)
Middle row, left to right: Jim
Swanson (Louisiana); Chris
Messerly (Minnesota); Emile Banks
(Wisconsin); Buck Cire (Texas);
Robert David (Louisiana); Minor
Pipes (Louisiana); Dinyar Marzban
(British Columbia); Peter Schmit
(Minnesota)
Back row, left to right: Mike
Prangle (Illinois); Ryan Langley
(South Carolina); Steven Maher
(Florida); Scott McLaren (Florida);
Brandon Thompson (Minnesota);
Colin Carruthers (New Zealand);
Bob Cooper (British Columbia); John
Uustal (Florida); Tad Griffin (Florida)

Pam Andrews: Over the past 31 years, my
husband Tad and I have adopted 10 rescue
dogs: one deaf; one so timid she would not
walk; one who had lost her hair from anxiety over her prior living conditions; three
with cancer; all with endless personality.

Ryan Langley: I am passionate about
really good food and wild game, which
motivates a love for hunting, vegetable
gardening and cooking.

Peter Schmit: I grew up on a small dairy
farm in Northern Minnestsoa, where, as
the youngest of eight kids, had the daily
task of helping milk cows at 6am and 6pm
Monday through Sunday. Law is easy
compared to that.

Steven Maher: I enjoy golf, traveling
with my wife, Wendy, reading, listening to
Brandon Thompson: I love the mountains
Emile Banks: I am the first assistant pastor music and cycling.
(despite the lack of them in Minnesota),
of a mega church, Christian Faith Fellowand have been to the highest point of each
ship Church, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Dinyar Marzban: My interests are road
of the 50 states.
cycling, sculling and trap shooting.
Colin Carruthers: I run a vineyard and
winery located just outside Martinborough, Scott McLaren: I enjoy bird hunting, fish- John Uustal: I like the beach in Fort
Lauderdale, the St. Lawrence River, and
New Zealand, producing primarily Pinot
ing and skiing and would enjoy golf, but
anywhere in Italy.
Noir, but also Pinot Gris, Chardonnay,
for the part about keeping score.
Chenin Blanc, Syrah and Viognier, marketed under the label “Te Muna Valley.”
Chris Messerly: I am married to my high
school sweetheart, Joanne, and I am an
George Cire: I am an avid outdoorsman
Ironman triathlete and hockey player, and I
ews of Note
— fishing, hunting, surfing — and I make restore old cars.
continued from page 1
custom fishing rods.
On April 12, John Hunter Q.C., a
Leslie Packer: Now that we are empty
fellow since 2006, was appointed
Robert Cooper: I like to do anything out- nesters, my husband and I enjoy going on
directly to the Court of Appeal of
doors in the mountains of British Colum- long walks with our dog, and I am conBritish Columbia. Called to the bars
bia.
stantly challenged to come up with new
of British Columbia, the Yukon and
recipes to use the vegetables and herbs we
Ontario, Justice Hunter regularly
Todd Gardner: I enjoy skiing, playing
grow in our garden.
appeared before the Supreme Court
golf, being out on the water and doing just
of Canada, including his noted apabout anything with Polly, our boys and
Angelo Patacca: I enjoy long-distance
pointment as an amicus curiae in the
other family and friends.
motorcycle adventures, Brazilian jiu jitsu,
2014 Senate Reform Reference. His
and helping coach my sons’ high school
recent trial work included Henry v.
David Glover: I am a proud father of
lacrosse teams.
British Columbia (Attorney General)
6-year-old Olivia and 3-year-old Lilly and
in which he represented the provthe prouder husband of Theresa; we enjoy H. Minor Pipes III: I travel, read and play
ince of British Columbia in a claim
hiking, biking, floating rivers, swimming
tennis — chasing my three sons through
brought by a plaintiff arising out of his
and being with each other and with friends. most of them.
wrongful conviction and incarceration
for 27 years. Hunter taught National
Tad Griffin: In the summers, our family
J. Thomas Rhodes III: I really enjoy fishJudicial Institute programs on judicial
ing and bird hunting.
golfs and hikes together in Colorado.
decision-making and judicial ethics.
He served as president of the Law
Society of British Columbia and of
Sherry Knutson: I spend as much time as Larry Rogers Jr.: In my free time, I enjoy
the Federation of Law Societies of
being a volleyball dad, driving instructor,
I can at our log cabin in Indiana, where I
Canada.
enjoy outdoor activities: from bird-watch- horseback riding partner, and legal debater
— Submitted by Ken McEwan
ing to foraging to making apple cider on an with my four children.
old-fashioned press.
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The ISOB Foundation
From Joe Daly, president of the
foundation:

This year we made $50,000 in
grants of $10,000 each to five organizations: the National Institute for
Trial Advocacy (NITA) to fund the
International Society of Barristers
Spangenberg/Liber Scholarships to
NITA trial skills training programs;
the Center for Death Penalty Litigation to fund training for post-conviction death penalty lawyers; the
Innocence Network to fund training
at their annual meeting; and to
the Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC) in support of the Southeast
Immigrant Freedom Initiative (SIFI).
We are continually looking for new
organizations to support. If you
know of one whose work is consistent with the purposes set out in
our articles of incorporation, please
suggest their name to me.

Foundation
Executive
Committee

and professional representation, we
endeavor to win every meritorious
case brought on behalf of immigrants detained in the southeastern
United States — and to the extent
possible bonded or paroled immigrants who had been detained — as
a result of recent and anticipated
immigration enforcement.”

Thank you again for your support of
this important work. As you consider your charitable giving, please
include the foundation so that it
can not only continue its work, but
support even more worthy organizations advancing ISOB’s goals and
principles. You can easily donate in
honor of or in memory of colleagues
or friends as a way of acknowledging them and supporting the foundation’s work.

President

Joseph S. Daly
Nebraska

Vice President
Rebecca S. Thiem
North Dakota

Secretary/Treasurer
David S. Maring
North Dakota

Board of Governors
Robert Frazer Clark
Georgia

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

James K. Dorsett III
North Carolina

Robert M. Dowd
California

There are two ways to donate. You
can donate by credit card through
the website on the foundation’s page
Grantees value our work. A good
or you can send a check to the Interexample: “We deeply appreciate this national Society of Barristers Founspecial contribution for the Southdation at P.O. Box 21320, Durham,
east Immigrant Freedom Initiative
North Carolina 27703.
(SIFI),” said SPLC’s president, Richard Cohen.
Donations, of course, are fully tax
deductible and will be acknowlMr. Cohen, a former speaker at an
edged to you and to appropriate
annual meeting added, “Our attorothers, if made in honor of or in
neys are working with pro-bono
memory of someone.
counsel to ensure that every immigrant swept up in a raid in the
Thank for the honor and privilege to
Southeast has legal counsel. By
serve as your president of this great
providing aggressive, high-quality,
foundation.
Nöel Ferris

Dec. 21, 1948 - May 21, 2017
Nöel, of Sacramento, California, met her
husband, Parker, also an ISOB fellow, while
in law school. She was president of the
International Academy of Trial lawyers, a
consumate advocate and committed to the
prevention of human trafficking.

We remember
Bradford M. “Buck” Gearinger
Nov. 17, 1940 - May 30, 2017

Buck, of Akron, Ohio, was a major in the Marine
Corps and won the Akron Bar Association’s Professionalism Award during his years of practice.
His wife, Paula, survives him.

James J. Ormiston
Texas

Lance Sears
Colorado

William R. Sieben
Minnesota

William B. Smith
California

Timothy S. Trecek
Wisconsin

Staff
executive secretary
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

William T. Robinson III
Dec. 6, 1945 - May 9, 2017

Bill, of Lexington, Kentucky, was the
135th President of the American Bar
Association and is survived by his wife,
Joan, and his extended family.

Please contact the society at beskind@law.duke.edu if you know of a fellow who has passed away.
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Prosecuting the infamous underwear bomber case
Let me tell you about Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, who came in on Christmas Day
to Detroit on a plane with a bomb. He was
sent by Al-Qaeda to destroy the aircraft. He
failed, was arrested when he landed, and that
touched off a massive federal investigation ...
It was the largest investigation I’ve ever been
involved in. And certainly the most fascinating case I’ve ever been involved in.

... often times I hear people say to me in
talking about terrorism that their perception
of a suicide bomber is somebody who is not
well-educated, poor, and doesn’t really know
what they’re doing, maybe was brainwashed
into doing it. That type of description certainly does not fit Abdulmutallab, and I think it
really doesn’t fit many of the suicide bombers
... Mr. Abdulmutallab was from one of the
wealthiest families in Nigeria. ... He was also
highly educated. ...
And the mission that Al-Qaeda developed
was that Abdulmutallab would destroy a U.S.
airliner. That was the key; it had to be a U.S.
airliner, and it had to be over American soil.
Every other detail was left to him. ...

Abdulmutallab is on the plane and he goes
to the bathroom where he stays for about 20
minutes. And what he does in the bathroom
is he engages in a cleansing. He puts perfume
on himself ... he’s preparing to go to heaven.
So and he really, really overdoes it with the
perfume, in fact many of the witnesses on

the plane recalled the smell of perfume as
he walked back from the bathroom. .... He returns to his seat. He pulls a blanket up to his
chin and around his head and then he goes
into his pants where the bomb was hidden
and he depresses the plunger on the syringe,
which initiates the explosion. ...

I don’t know if you all do this, but when I
have a big, complicated case, I sometimes
will assign memory aids to witnesses, maybe
a quality about that witness; I’ll give them a
nickname Well,
we did that
in this case,
because we interviewed this
gentleman and
he told us that
when Abdulmutallab pulled that blanket up and initiated
the bomb, he turned to Abdulmutallab when
he saw the fire and he said, “Dude, your pants
are on fire.” ... It’s true. It’s true. So we called
him Dude. ...

“the most
fascinating case
I’ve ever been
involved in.”

So the passengers, they subdue Abdulmutallab, they extinguish the fire. ... [T]hey moved
him up to business class ... And he is seated
in a seat right across from a flight attendant
... And she said to him, “What did you have?”
And he ignored her at first, ... so she said,
“No, I said to you, what did you have?” And
he said, “Explosive device.” ... [W]e love this
piece of evidence because the federal statute

that we charged him with, the exact wording
in the statute is “explosive device.” ...
After the attack, Al-Qaeda released a video of
Abdulmutallab where Al-Qaeda took credit
for the attack. They talked about how the
bomb had defeated Western security, which
is a big selling point for them; they talked
about the defendant himself, kind of lionizing
him and encouraging others to be like him ...

And the legacy of this case I just want to
touch on briefly ... It’s much, much harder when the potential attacker is a lonely,
distraught, young man living in his parent’s
basement who has no previous contact with
law enforcement ... decides to pick up a gun,
or ... simply drives a vehicle into a busy university and steps out with a knife and starts
stabbing people. That is a much, much more
difficult problem for the FBI to handle. And
they’re in a situation where even one failure
is a failure for the FBI. ... Terrorists are in a
completely different position. They can fail
99 percent of the time, but if they just get one
it’s a success, and the bomb doesn’t even have
to fully function for them to have a success.
The FBI is just the opposite. So they have a
tremendously difficult job ahead of them.

Michael C. Martin has been an assistant U.S.
attorney in the Eastern district of Michigan since
2008. He’s assigned to the office’s National Security Unit, where he prosecutes terrorism, espionage, and other national security crimes. This
article is excerpted from his talk at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a
future issue of the ISOB Quarterly.

Cutting edge of fetal surgery, gene therapy
I’m really excited to talk about something that
I’m super passionate about and that’s treating
the unborn patient. … I want to tackle two
giant topics: One is in utero fetal surgery and
the other one is gene therapy. Widely divergent topics but two very important topics. I
want to hit on gene therapy because we have a
gene therapy lab. We’ve had a pretty significant breakthrough last year and I think that
gene therapy has the potential to not only cure
disease locally and regionally but nationally
Brad Feltis
and internationally, and gene therapy might
be one of the keys to rescuing the healthcare crisis that we have
worldwide. …

This family came to us, they actually came to us eight years ago
and they had a bad problem. They were happy that they were
pregnant with twins. .... They were very sad to find out that their
twins had something called Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome.
… they share a placenta. … In Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome, ... there becomes an imbalance in blood flow between the
two twins. One twin acts as the donor twin. He donates blood
volume to the recipient twin, and so this baby gets really big. His
gestational sac gets really big because he’s trying to get rid of that
volume by making urine. This baby goes into horrible kidney failure. This baby goes into horrible heart failure and left untreated,
95 percent of these babies die before 24 weeks. … These babies
have a bad, bad problem with very few options until about a de-
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cade ago when medical device technology and optics technology
had finally advanced to a point where we could start really doing
things inside the womb.

Operating with tiny cameras and tiny equipment is called fetoscopic surgery and so people have known for the last generation
that if you could figure out a way to disrupt those blood vessels,
to disrupt those communications between the babies, then you
could potentially treat the disease … We need to track the blood
vessels going from one baby to the other … Once we do that, we
introduce a 600 nanometer laser fiber. This is called a diode laser.
It fires under water and you cauterize or cook these blood vessels.
This is the tricky part of the case. You have to hold this probe
right next to the blood vessel without touching it because the
babies only have about half an ounce of circulating blood volume
and they can hemorrhage to death real quick if you rupture one
of those blood vessels. … We turn the placenta into essentially
two separate halves. Each of the babies has their own half of the
placenta and then the disease process reverses itself. … So these
are babies that wouldn’t have lived before and now you get the
best Christmas picture of all time...
So what is fetal surgery? So it’s a new field. … You can do an
open fetal surgery to expose some or all of the baby, do an operation on the baby, put the baby back in and have the pregnancy
continue. Up until a few years ago, the only indication for open
fetal surgery was for lethal problems because it’s a big deal …
continued on page 5

Thank you, Cindy

When the offices of the ISOB
moved from Ann Arbor,
Michigan, to Durham, North
Carolina, on John Reeds’
retirement, I reached out to
the most qualified person I
knew to handle our finances.
That person was Cindy
Henry, who had handled the
books of my former law firm.
For the past six years, Cindy
has been comptroller for
the society and foundation.
Her work has been perfect
— literally, perfect. Every

account has balanced to the
penny. And she has been a
wonderful colleague. We bid
Cindy goodbye as she moves
to the North Carolina coast
and thank her for her great
work.

Nicole Satterwhite will
be our new comptroller.
Please contact her with any
questions about finances,
billing or foundation
donations.
— Don Beskind

Mission stateMent

Membership in the International Society
of Barristers is extended to advocates
of exceptional talent whose qualities,
including integrity, honor and collegiality,
embody the spirit of the true professional.
Membership is by invitation only after
a rigorous screening process involving
lawyers and judges to identify trial lawyers
who meet its standards.
The society nurtures excellence and
professionalism in advocacy by its recognition of members’ achievements and
providing an opportunity for them, and
their spouses and guests, to meet and
find renewal of spirit in the company of
others who have traveled a similar road.
Its annual convention combines presen-

Submissions wanted

We want you. Or
ethics. Works that
more specifically,
have been previwe want what you
ously published
have written. If
are fine if the
you have aucopyright holder
thored something
consents and the
you think would
publication was
be suitable for
not such that our
our Quarterly,
members would
please submit it
have already seen
for consideration.
the work.
Past publications
have included fellows’
Send your submissions to
prose and poetry on topics Don Beskind at beskind@
from baseball to legal
law.duke.edu

tations, extraordinary in their quality and
diversity, that include topics drawn from
the arts, politics, science and other areas
of interest to lawyers and nonlawyers
alike with a broad range of social and
recreational activities. Barristers have no
rank or privilege among them and gather
annually to renew old friendships and to
make new ones. The society publishes a
quarterly journal of topics covered at the
meeting and otherwise of interest to its
members.
Through the ISOB, the society supports
the work of other organizations whose
endeavors are consistent with the society’s support of excellence and advocacy
under the adversarial system.

Fetal surgery, gene therapy
continued from page 4

[O]pen fetal surgery really hit a milestone
a few years ago when this randomized trial
was performed and this is for a repair of
myelomeningocele also called spina bifida.
… We make an incision in the uterus to
expose the baby and then we do an operation on the baby. … We don’t want to bring
the baby out of the uterus for this. We want
to manipulate the baby as little as possible.
We want to float the baby up to where we
make our incision in the uterus and then we
want to fix the baby and then tuck the baby
back in. … We haven’t cured the disease
but we’ve dramatically reduced the effects
of the disease and that’s what our goal is
for these surgeries. …
Our research focus is ex vivo gene therapy.
... Within a few years, we’re going to do
in utero gene therapy. We will be able to
give genes to the developing babies that

they’re missing and ultimately we want to
do gene correction…with the new technology .... [y]ou can specifically target exactly
where in the genome you’re missing a gene
and you can put it back. We have a lot of
single gene disorders ... like sickle cell
anemia, cystic fibrosis... If you can put the
defective gene back where it belongs, you
can cure a disease. We can do this in the
laboratory and we’re very, very close to
doing it in humans. … I think the potential
of gene therapy for the human population
is tremendous in both reducing disease but
really taking a lot of the heavy burden off
of the healthcare system.

Brad A. Feltis, M.D., PhD., is one of the world’s
few pediatric surgeons specializing in diagnosing
and treating anomalies in developing babies still
in the womb. This article is excerpted from his remarks at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a future issue of the ISOB
Quarterly.

Nominations

The rhythm of life for the ISOB is
the retirement of older fellows and
the nominations of new ones. If
you are interested in submitting
a nomination, log into the ISOB
website and click on the “Nominate”
tab and select the sub-tab of “How
to Nominate.”
If you have questions, contact Don
Beskind at beskind@law.duke.edu
or (919) 612-3955.
All qualified candidates will be
considered but we are particularly
interested in receiving nominations
of younger, female and more
diverse candidates.

President’s letter
continued from page 1

relationship with the English bar.
Third, be on the lookout for competent,
experienced trial lawyers to nominate to
join ISOB. Contact your state chair or Don
Beskind, our administrative secretary.
Lastly, I want to remind our fellows of the
great work our foundation is doing. Last
year the foundation awarded grants to
organizations who support ISOB’s mission
of encouraging advocacy in the adversary
system and retention of trial by jury.
I look forward to seeing many of you in
London. In the meantime, please send
your ideas, suggestions and nominations
for new fellows.
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Cancún, Mexico
2017

Annual Meeting

Larry Rogers Jr. and family with Tom Rhodes, right

Left to right: John and Jennifer Uustal and Mike Prangle

Dan and Sharon Baradat

Left to right: Scott Costantino, Gisela and Tad Griffin
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Fellows, guests enjoy Yucatán hospitality

Barristers, spouses, family, and guests gathered in March
at the Ritz-Carlton in Cancún for the 2017 Annual Meeting
planned to perfection by Dan and Sharon Baradat. More
than six days with perfect weather – for which the Baradats take full credit – we inducted 24 new fellows, including one who joined us from New Zealand; had meetings
of the society’s board of governors, the foundation’s board
of governors, and state chairs; heard from nine speakers;
enjoyed the company of other fellows and guests at dinners with live music; and partook of the wonderful activities available in this magnificent part of Mexico.

Speakers were selected by Tom and Maria Cranmer. Four
covered legal topics of general interest. Justice Bridget M.
McCormack from the Michigan Supreme Court gave the
inaugural John Reed professionalism lecture on the work
being done to eliminate junk science in criminal cases.
Rob Cary, who represented the late Sen. Ted Stevens,
spoke about Stevens’ wrongful conviction. Michael Martin
spoke about his role in prosecuting the “underwear bomber.” And Jess Bravin, from The Wall Street Journal, shared
his reporting on the Guantanamo terror courts. Other
speakers ran a fascinating gamut. At one ethereal extreme was famed chef, Jimmy Schmidt of the Rattlesnake

Grill, speaking on the intersection of natural nutrition and flavor.
While at the other extreme, Peter Morey enlightened us about
NASA’s upcoming James Webb space telescope. In between, Karl
Taube told tales of recent excavations at Chichen Itza. Dr. Brad
Feltis updated us on developments in fetal surgery and gene treatments, and the ever-popular Will Durst hit new heights of political
satire with the “The New Abnormal.”
Activities included a trip to the Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza, an
underground cave tour of the Río Secreto and a water jungle safari
as well as deep-sea fishing, sailing, snorkeling, cooking classes
and golf at several local courses. A big barristers thank you to Dan,
Sharon, Tom and Maria for making it a special week.

Top right: John Reed, our resident party animal
Above: Dancing to Liquid Blue
Left: Welcome reception and dinner, South Pool and Courtyard
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London calling

Save the date for the next annual meeting

April 15-19, 2018
Join us for our
first overseas
meeting, in London,
England. Fellows
will be staying at
The Dorchester
in the Mayfair
area near Hyde
Park. Outstanding
speakers, food and
entertainment
await. We will see
you there!

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE

Letter from president
future meetings
prosecuting the underwear bomber
treating the unborn patient
2017 inductees
we remember
news of note
update from cancún board meeting

If you need anything from the Barristers, contact:

Prof. Donald H. Beskind
(919) 613-7085
beskind@law.duke.edu

Send dues payment and foundation donations to:

International Society of Barristers
Post Office Box 21320
Durham, NC 27703
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The Newsletter of the International Society of Barristers

Executive committee
President

Judy Barrasso
Louisiana

First Vice-President
Harry H. Schneider Jr.
Washington

Second Vice-President
Thomas W. Cranmer
Michigan

Secretary Treasurer
J. Kenneth McEwan
British Columbia

Immediate Past President
Daniel R. Baradat
California

Board of Governors
Peter Brodhead
Ohio

Steve Bruckner
Nebraska

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

Maxon Davis
Montana

James P. Frickleton
Kansas

Kevin Krist
Texas

Stephen H. Kupperman
Louisiana

Kathleen Lang
Michigan

Bruce A. Montoya
Colorado

Summer greetings from The Big Easy
Greetings from New Orleans
where our sultry summer
is in full swing. I hope you
enjoy reading The Crier,
the International Society of
Barristers’ new publication.
We are very excited about its
launch. Through The Crier,
we hope to keep our members
up to date about meetings
and activities. The Crier also
provides a means to more often
communicate with our fellows.

We will be hosted by the
fabulous Dorchester Hotel, in
As with any new publication, the Mayfair area across from
Hyde Park. The Dorchester
we expect to tweak it going
boasts newly renovated
forward and welcome your
feedback to help us publish a rooms, and its flower-filled
Promenade, common areas and
user-friendly product.
ballrooms are quintessential
I am excited and humbled to be London.
the president of this awesome
organization. As I look back at Ken and Jackie McEwan have
been working hard to secure
the list of my predecessors, I
know I have huge shoes to fill. outstanding speakers on a range
But, I am working to do that. of topics. And, importantly,
we are having two parties at
A principle goal for this year the Dorchester, with great
is to emphasize the “internaentertainment, music, dancing,
tional” in the International
scrumptious food, and ample
Society of Barristers. So, we
drinks.

Future meetings

Kathleen Flynn Peterson
Minnesota

2017 Board of Governors
Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton

David D. Powell, Jr.

October 4-7, 2017

Ray Persons
Georgia

Colorado

LeAnn Sanders
Nevada

Stephen Wade
Maine

Christopher Wesierski
California

Staff
Administrative
Secretary & Editor
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

Administrative Secretary &
Editor Emeritus
John W. Reed
Michigan

are making
our inaugural
trip to another
continent
and going
to London
for our
next annual
meeting, set
Judy Barrasso
for April 15-19,
2018. Mark your calendars!

New Orleans, Louisiana

2018 Annual Meeting
The Dorchester
London, England

April 15-19, 2018
2019 Annual Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton,
Dove Mountain
Tuscon, Arizona

March 24-30, 2019

N e ws

Beyond the Dorchester,
London offers fantastic sites,
including the Middle Temple
Inn of Court, the Imperial
War Museum, Tate Modern
Art Museum and the West
End theatres. We will host
an off-site dinner at Gibson
Hall, a magnificent former
banking hall in the heart of
the original city, and there
will be a free night to plan
your own adventures. For
those seeking further activities
with our fellows, an after
trip to St Andrews, Scotland,
is available. Be looking to
register in early September.

Another ISOB goal is to
have a more internationally
diverse membership. At our
annual meeting in Cancún in
March, the board approved
the nominations of several
candidates from the London
area. We hope that the newly
selected fellows will be
inducted at the London meeting
and will mark a renewal of our
continued on page 5
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The International Society of
Barristers has created an
annual lectureship to honor
John W. Reed, Thomas M.
Cooley Professor of Law
Emeritus at the University
of Michigan Law School
and retired Wayne State
University Law School
dean. On March 24, Michigan State Supreme Court
Justice Bridget McCormack
delivered the inaugural
John Reed Lecture at the
ISOB’s 2017 meeting.
Titled “The Forensic Science Frontier: It’s up to the
Lawyers,” the lecture drew

on McCormack’s extensive
involvement with studies
of the validity of forensic
evidence. Reed became
an academic fellow of the
society in 1978 and served
as administrative secretary
and editor of its journal,
Quarterly, from 1979 to
2010. For the last 20 years
of his tenure in the society,
Professor Reed gave the
concluding speech at each
annual convention, urging
the fellows on to a sense of
high purpose.
— State Bar of Michigan
more news on page 2
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Who knew? Getting to know the 2017 inductees

Front row, left to right: Sherry
Knutson (Illinois); Tom Rhodes
(Texas); Angelo Patacca (Florida);
Leslie Packer (North Carolina);
Larry Rogers Jr. (Illinois); Todd
Gardner (Washington); Pam Andrews
(Washington)
Middle row, left to right: Jim
Swanson (Louisiana); Chris
Messerly (Minnesota); Emile Banks
(Wisconsin); Buck Cire (Texas);
Robert David (Louisiana); Minor
Pipes (Louisiana); Dinyar Marzban
(British Columbia); Peter Schmit
(Minnesota)
Back row, left to right: Mike
Prangle (Illinois); Ryan Langley
(South Carolina); Steven Maher
(Florida); Scott McLaren (Florida);
Brandon Thompson (Minnesota);
Colin Carruthers (New Zealand);
Bob Cooper (British Columbia); John
Uustal (Florida); Tad Griffin (Florida)

Pam Andrews: Over the past 31 years, my
husband Tad and I have adopted 10 rescue
dogs: one deaf; one so timid she would not
walk; one who had lost her hair from anxiety over her prior living conditions; three
with cancer; all with endless personality.

Ryan Langley: I am passionate about
really good food and wild game, which
motivates a love for hunting, vegetable
gardening and cooking.

Peter Schmit: I grew up on a small dairy
farm in Northern Minnestsoa, where, as
the youngest of eight kids, had the daily
task of helping milk cows at 6am and 6pm
Monday through Sunday. Law is easy
compared to that.

Steven Maher: I enjoy golf, traveling
with my wife, Wendy, reading, listening to
Brandon Thompson: I love the mountains
Emile Banks: I am the first assistant pastor music and cycling.
(despite the lack of them in Minnesota),
of a mega church, Christian Faith Fellowand have been to the highest point of each
ship Church, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Dinyar Marzban: My interests are road
of the 50 states.
cycling, sculling and trap shooting.
Colin Carruthers: I run a vineyard and
winery located just outside Martinborough, Scott McLaren: I enjoy bird hunting, fish- John Uustal: I like the beach in Fort
Lauderdale, the St. Lawrence River, and
New Zealand, producing primarily Pinot
ing and skiing and would enjoy golf, but
anywhere in Italy.
Noir, but also Pinot Gris, Chardonnay,
for the part about keeping score.
Chenin Blanc, Syrah and Viognier, marketed under the label “Te Muna Valley.”
Chris Messerly: I am married to my high
school sweetheart, Joanne, and I am an
George Cire: I am an avid outdoorsman
Ironman triathlete and hockey player, and I
ews of Note
— fishing, hunting, surfing — and I make restore old cars.
continued from page 1
custom fishing rods.
On April 12, John Hunter Q.C., a
Leslie Packer: Now that we are empty
fellow since 2006, was appointed
Robert Cooper: I like to do anything out- nesters, my husband and I enjoy going on
directly to the Court of Appeal of
doors in the mountains of British Colum- long walks with our dog, and I am conBritish Columbia. Called to the bars
bia.
stantly challenged to come up with new
of British Columbia, the Yukon and
recipes to use the vegetables and herbs we
Ontario, Justice Hunter regularly
Todd Gardner: I enjoy skiing, playing
grow in our garden.
appeared before the Supreme Court
golf, being out on the water and doing just
of Canada, including his noted apabout anything with Polly, our boys and
Angelo Patacca: I enjoy long-distance
pointment as an amicus curiae in the
other family and friends.
motorcycle adventures, Brazilian jiu jitsu,
2014 Senate Reform Reference. His
and helping coach my sons’ high school
recent trial work included Henry v.
David Glover: I am a proud father of
lacrosse teams.
British Columbia (Attorney General)
6-year-old Olivia and 3-year-old Lilly and
in which he represented the provthe prouder husband of Theresa; we enjoy H. Minor Pipes III: I travel, read and play
ince of British Columbia in a claim
hiking, biking, floating rivers, swimming
tennis — chasing my three sons through
brought by a plaintiff arising out of his
and being with each other and with friends. most of them.
wrongful conviction and incarceration
for 27 years. Hunter taught National
Tad Griffin: In the summers, our family
J. Thomas Rhodes III: I really enjoy fishJudicial Institute programs on judicial
ing and bird hunting.
golfs and hikes together in Colorado.
decision-making and judicial ethics.
He served as president of the Law
Society of British Columbia and of
Sherry Knutson: I spend as much time as Larry Rogers Jr.: In my free time, I enjoy
the Federation of Law Societies of
being a volleyball dad, driving instructor,
I can at our log cabin in Indiana, where I
Canada.
enjoy outdoor activities: from bird-watch- horseback riding partner, and legal debater
— Submitted by Ken McEwan
ing to foraging to making apple cider on an with my four children.
old-fashioned press.
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The ISOB Foundation
From Joe Daly, president of the
foundation:

This year we made $50,000 in
grants of $10,000 each to five organizations: the National Institute for
Trial Advocacy (NITA) to fund the
International Society of Barristers
Spangenberg/Liber Scholarships to
NITA trial skills training programs;
the Center for Death Penalty Litigation to fund training for post-conviction death penalty lawyers; the
Innocence Network to fund training
at their annual meeting; and to
the Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC) in support of the Southeast
Immigrant Freedom Initiative (SIFI).
We are continually looking for new
organizations to support. If you
know of one whose work is consistent with the purposes set out in
our articles of incorporation, please
suggest their name to me.

Foundation
Executive
Committee

and professional representation, we
endeavor to win every meritorious
case brought on behalf of immigrants detained in the southeastern
United States — and to the extent
possible bonded or paroled immigrants who had been detained — as
a result of recent and anticipated
immigration enforcement.”

Thank you again for your support of
this important work. As you consider your charitable giving, please
include the foundation so that it
can not only continue its work, but
support even more worthy organizations advancing ISOB’s goals and
principles. You can easily donate in
honor of or in memory of colleagues
or friends as a way of acknowledging them and supporting the foundation’s work.

President

Joseph S. Daly
Nebraska

Vice President
Rebecca S. Thiem
North Dakota

Secretary/Treasurer
David S. Maring
North Dakota

Board of Governors
Robert Frazer Clark
Georgia

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

James K. Dorsett III
North Carolina

Robert M. Dowd
California

There are two ways to donate. You
can donate by credit card through
the website on the foundation’s page
Grantees value our work. A good
or you can send a check to the Interexample: “We deeply appreciate this national Society of Barristers Founspecial contribution for the Southdation at P.O. Box 21320, Durham,
east Immigrant Freedom Initiative
North Carolina 27703.
(SIFI),” said SPLC’s president, Richard Cohen.
Donations, of course, are fully tax
deductible and will be acknowlMr. Cohen, a former speaker at an
edged to you and to appropriate
annual meeting added, “Our attorothers, if made in honor of or in
neys are working with pro-bono
memory of someone.
counsel to ensure that every immigrant swept up in a raid in the
Thank for the honor and privilege to
Southeast has legal counsel. By
serve as your president of this great
providing aggressive, high-quality,
foundation.
Nöel Ferris

Dec. 21, 1948 - May 21, 2017
Nöel, of Sacramento, California, met her
husband, Parker, also an ISOB fellow, while
in law school. She was president of the
International Academy of Trial lawyers, a
consumate advocate and committed to the
prevention of human trafficking.

We remember
Bradford M. “Buck” Gearinger
Nov. 17, 1940 - May 30, 2017

Buck, of Akron, Ohio, was a major in the Marine
Corps and won the Akron Bar Association’s Professionalism Award during his years of practice.
His wife, Paula, survives him.

James J. Ormiston
Texas

Lance Sears
Colorado

William R. Sieben
Minnesota

William B. Smith
California

Timothy S. Trecek
Wisconsin

Staff
executive secretary
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

William T. Robinson III
Dec. 6, 1945 - May 9, 2017

Bill, of Lexington, Kentucky, was the
135th President of the American Bar
Association and is survived by his wife,
Joan, and his extended family.

Please contact the society at beskind@law.duke.edu if you know of a fellow who has passed away.
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Prosecuting the infamous underwear bomber case
Let me tell you about Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, who came in on Christmas Day
to Detroit on a plane with a bomb. He was
sent by Al-Qaeda to destroy the aircraft. He
failed, was arrested when he landed, and that
touched off a massive federal investigation ...
It was the largest investigation I’ve ever been
involved in. And certainly the most fascinating case I’ve ever been involved in.

... often times I hear people say to me in
talking about terrorism that their perception
of a suicide bomber is somebody who is not
well-educated, poor, and doesn’t really know
what they’re doing, maybe was brainwashed
into doing it. That type of description certainly does not fit Abdulmutallab, and I think it
really doesn’t fit many of the suicide bombers
... Mr. Abdulmutallab was from one of the
wealthiest families in Nigeria. ... He was also
highly educated. ...
And the mission that Al-Qaeda developed
was that Abdulmutallab would destroy a U.S.
airliner. That was the key; it had to be a U.S.
airliner, and it had to be over American soil.
Every other detail was left to him. ...

Abdulmutallab is on the plane and he goes
to the bathroom where he stays for about 20
minutes. And what he does in the bathroom
is he engages in a cleansing. He puts perfume
on himself ... he’s preparing to go to heaven.
So and he really, really overdoes it with the
perfume, in fact many of the witnesses on

the plane recalled the smell of perfume as
he walked back from the bathroom. .... He returns to his seat. He pulls a blanket up to his
chin and around his head and then he goes
into his pants where the bomb was hidden
and he depresses the plunger on the syringe,
which initiates the explosion. ...

I don’t know if you all do this, but when I
have a big, complicated case, I sometimes
will assign memory aids to witnesses, maybe
a quality about that witness; I’ll give them a
nickname Well,
we did that
in this case,
because we interviewed this
gentleman and
he told us that
when Abdulmutallab pulled that blanket up and initiated
the bomb, he turned to Abdulmutallab when
he saw the fire and he said, “Dude, your pants
are on fire.” ... It’s true. It’s true. So we called
him Dude. ...

“the most
fascinating case
I’ve ever been
involved in.”

So the passengers, they subdue Abdulmutallab, they extinguish the fire. ... [T]hey moved
him up to business class ... And he is seated
in a seat right across from a flight attendant
... And she said to him, “What did you have?”
And he ignored her at first, ... so she said,
“No, I said to you, what did you have?” And
he said, “Explosive device.” ... [W]e love this
piece of evidence because the federal statute

that we charged him with, the exact wording
in the statute is “explosive device.” ...
After the attack, Al-Qaeda released a video of
Abdulmutallab where Al-Qaeda took credit
for the attack. They talked about how the
bomb had defeated Western security, which
is a big selling point for them; they talked
about the defendant himself, kind of lionizing
him and encouraging others to be like him ...

And the legacy of this case I just want to
touch on briefly ... It’s much, much harder when the potential attacker is a lonely,
distraught, young man living in his parent’s
basement who has no previous contact with
law enforcement ... decides to pick up a gun,
or ... simply drives a vehicle into a busy university and steps out with a knife and starts
stabbing people. That is a much, much more
difficult problem for the FBI to handle. And
they’re in a situation where even one failure
is a failure for the FBI. ... Terrorists are in a
completely different position. They can fail
99 percent of the time, but if they just get one
it’s a success, and the bomb doesn’t even have
to fully function for them to have a success.
The FBI is just the opposite. So they have a
tremendously difficult job ahead of them.

Michael C. Martin has been an assistant U.S.
attorney in the Eastern district of Michigan since
2008. He’s assigned to the office’s National Security Unit, where he prosecutes terrorism, espionage, and other national security crimes. This
article is excerpted from his talk at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a
future issue of the ISOB Quarterly.

Cutting edge of fetal surgery, gene therapy
I’m really excited to talk about something that
I’m super passionate about and that’s treating
the unborn patient. … I want to tackle two
giant topics: One is in utero fetal surgery and
the other one is gene therapy. Widely divergent topics but two very important topics. I
want to hit on gene therapy because we have a
gene therapy lab. We’ve had a pretty significant breakthrough last year and I think that
gene therapy has the potential to not only cure
disease locally and regionally but nationally
Brad Feltis
and internationally, and gene therapy might
be one of the keys to rescuing the healthcare crisis that we have
worldwide. …

This family came to us, they actually came to us eight years ago
and they had a bad problem. They were happy that they were
pregnant with twins. .... They were very sad to find out that their
twins had something called Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome.
… they share a placenta. … In Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome, ... there becomes an imbalance in blood flow between the
two twins. One twin acts as the donor twin. He donates blood
volume to the recipient twin, and so this baby gets really big. His
gestational sac gets really big because he’s trying to get rid of that
volume by making urine. This baby goes into horrible kidney failure. This baby goes into horrible heart failure and left untreated,
95 percent of these babies die before 24 weeks. … These babies
have a bad, bad problem with very few options until about a de-
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cade ago when medical device technology and optics technology
had finally advanced to a point where we could start really doing
things inside the womb.

Operating with tiny cameras and tiny equipment is called fetoscopic surgery and so people have known for the last generation
that if you could figure out a way to disrupt those blood vessels,
to disrupt those communications between the babies, then you
could potentially treat the disease … We need to track the blood
vessels going from one baby to the other … Once we do that, we
introduce a 600 nanometer laser fiber. This is called a diode laser.
It fires under water and you cauterize or cook these blood vessels.
This is the tricky part of the case. You have to hold this probe
right next to the blood vessel without touching it because the
babies only have about half an ounce of circulating blood volume
and they can hemorrhage to death real quick if you rupture one
of those blood vessels. … We turn the placenta into essentially
two separate halves. Each of the babies has their own half of the
placenta and then the disease process reverses itself. … So these
are babies that wouldn’t have lived before and now you get the
best Christmas picture of all time...
So what is fetal surgery? So it’s a new field. … You can do an
open fetal surgery to expose some or all of the baby, do an operation on the baby, put the baby back in and have the pregnancy
continue. Up until a few years ago, the only indication for open
fetal surgery was for lethal problems because it’s a big deal …
continued on page 5

Thank you, Cindy

When the offices of the ISOB
moved from Ann Arbor,
Michigan, to Durham, North
Carolina, on John Reeds’
retirement, I reached out to
the most qualified person I
knew to handle our finances.
That person was Cindy
Henry, who had handled the
books of my former law firm.
For the past six years, Cindy
has been comptroller for
the society and foundation.
Her work has been perfect
— literally, perfect. Every

account has balanced to the
penny. And she has been a
wonderful colleague. We bid
Cindy goodbye as she moves
to the North Carolina coast
and thank her for her great
work.

Nicole Satterwhite will
be our new comptroller.
Please contact her with any
questions about finances,
billing or foundation
donations.
— Don Beskind

Mission stateMent

Membership in the International Society
of Barristers is extended to advocates
of exceptional talent whose qualities,
including integrity, honor and collegiality,
embody the spirit of the true professional.
Membership is by invitation only after
a rigorous screening process involving
lawyers and judges to identify trial lawyers
who meet its standards.
The society nurtures excellence and
professionalism in advocacy by its recognition of members’ achievements and
providing an opportunity for them, and
their spouses and guests, to meet and
find renewal of spirit in the company of
others who have traveled a similar road.
Its annual convention combines presen-

Submissions wanted

We want you. Or
ethics. Works that
more specifically,
have been previwe want what you
ously published
have written. If
are fine if the
you have aucopyright holder
thored something
consents and the
you think would
publication was
be suitable for
not such that our
our Quarterly,
members would
please submit it
have already seen
for consideration.
the work.
Past publications
have included fellows’
Send your submissions to
prose and poetry on topics Don Beskind at beskind@
from baseball to legal
law.duke.edu

tations, extraordinary in their quality and
diversity, that include topics drawn from
the arts, politics, science and other areas
of interest to lawyers and nonlawyers
alike with a broad range of social and
recreational activities. Barristers have no
rank or privilege among them and gather
annually to renew old friendships and to
make new ones. The society publishes a
quarterly journal of topics covered at the
meeting and otherwise of interest to its
members.
Through the ISOB, the society supports
the work of other organizations whose
endeavors are consistent with the society’s support of excellence and advocacy
under the adversarial system.

Fetal surgery, gene therapy
continued from page 4

[O]pen fetal surgery really hit a milestone
a few years ago when this randomized trial
was performed and this is for a repair of
myelomeningocele also called spina bifida.
… We make an incision in the uterus to
expose the baby and then we do an operation on the baby. … We don’t want to bring
the baby out of the uterus for this. We want
to manipulate the baby as little as possible.
We want to float the baby up to where we
make our incision in the uterus and then we
want to fix the baby and then tuck the baby
back in. … We haven’t cured the disease
but we’ve dramatically reduced the effects
of the disease and that’s what our goal is
for these surgeries. …
Our research focus is ex vivo gene therapy.
... Within a few years, we’re going to do
in utero gene therapy. We will be able to
give genes to the developing babies that

they’re missing and ultimately we want to
do gene correction…with the new technology .... [y]ou can specifically target exactly
where in the genome you’re missing a gene
and you can put it back. We have a lot of
single gene disorders ... like sickle cell
anemia, cystic fibrosis... If you can put the
defective gene back where it belongs, you
can cure a disease. We can do this in the
laboratory and we’re very, very close to
doing it in humans. … I think the potential
of gene therapy for the human population
is tremendous in both reducing disease but
really taking a lot of the heavy burden off
of the healthcare system.

Brad A. Feltis, M.D., PhD., is one of the world’s
few pediatric surgeons specializing in diagnosing
and treating anomalies in developing babies still
in the womb. This article is excerpted from his remarks at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a future issue of the ISOB
Quarterly.

Nominations

The rhythm of life for the ISOB is
the retirement of older fellows and
the nominations of new ones. If
you are interested in submitting
a nomination, log into the ISOB
website and click on the “Nominate”
tab and select the sub-tab of “How
to Nominate.”
If you have questions, contact Don
Beskind at beskind@law.duke.edu
or (919) 612-3955.
All qualified candidates will be
considered but we are particularly
interested in receiving nominations
of younger, female and more
diverse candidates.

President’s letter
continued from page 1

relationship with the English bar.
Third, be on the lookout for competent,
experienced trial lawyers to nominate to
join ISOB. Contact your state chair or Don
Beskind, our administrative secretary.
Lastly, I want to remind our fellows of the
great work our foundation is doing. Last
year the foundation awarded grants to
organizations who support ISOB’s mission
of encouraging advocacy in the adversary
system and retention of trial by jury.
I look forward to seeing many of you in
London. In the meantime, please send
your ideas, suggestions and nominations
for new fellows.
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Cancún, Mexico
2017

Annual Meeting

Larry Rogers Jr. and family with Tom Rhodes, right

Left to right: John and Jennifer Uustal and Mike Prangle

Dan and Sharon Baradat

Left to right: Scott Costantino, Gisela and Tad Griffin
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Fellows, guests enjoy Yucatán hospitality

Barristers, spouses, family, and guests gathered in March
at the Ritz-Carlton in Cancún for the 2017 Annual Meeting
planned to perfection by Dan and Sharon Baradat. More
than six days with perfect weather – for which the Baradats take full credit – we inducted 24 new fellows, including one who joined us from New Zealand; had meetings
of the society’s board of governors, the foundation’s board
of governors, and state chairs; heard from nine speakers;
enjoyed the company of other fellows and guests at dinners with live music; and partook of the wonderful activities available in this magnificent part of Mexico.

Speakers were selected by Tom and Maria Cranmer. Four
covered legal topics of general interest. Justice Bridget M.
McCormack from the Michigan Supreme Court gave the
inaugural John Reed professionalism lecture on the work
being done to eliminate junk science in criminal cases.
Rob Cary, who represented the late Sen. Ted Stevens,
spoke about Stevens’ wrongful conviction. Michael Martin
spoke about his role in prosecuting the “underwear bomber.” And Jess Bravin, from The Wall Street Journal, shared
his reporting on the Guantanamo terror courts. Other
speakers ran a fascinating gamut. At one ethereal extreme was famed chef, Jimmy Schmidt of the Rattlesnake

Grill, speaking on the intersection of natural nutrition and flavor.
While at the other extreme, Peter Morey enlightened us about
NASA’s upcoming James Webb space telescope. In between, Karl
Taube told tales of recent excavations at Chichen Itza. Dr. Brad
Feltis updated us on developments in fetal surgery and gene treatments, and the ever-popular Will Durst hit new heights of political
satire with the “The New Abnormal.”
Activities included a trip to the Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza, an
underground cave tour of the Río Secreto and a water jungle safari
as well as deep-sea fishing, sailing, snorkeling, cooking classes
and golf at several local courses. A big barristers thank you to Dan,
Sharon, Tom and Maria for making it a special week.

Top right: John Reed, our resident party animal
Above: Dancing to Liquid Blue
Left: Welcome reception and dinner, South Pool and Courtyard
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London calling

Save the date for the next annual meeting

April 15-19, 2018
Join us for our
first overseas
meeting, in London,
England. Fellows
will be staying at
The Dorchester
in the Mayfair
area near Hyde
Park. Outstanding
speakers, food and
entertainment
await. We will see
you there!

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE

Letter from president
future meetings
prosecuting the underwear bomber
treating the unborn patient
2017 inductees
we remember
news of note
update from cancún board meeting

If you need anything from the Barristers, contact:

Prof. Donald H. Beskind
(919) 613-7085
beskind@law.duke.edu

Send dues payment and foundation donations to:

International Society of Barristers
Post Office Box 21320
Durham, NC 27703
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PO Box 2159
One Barberry Lane
Concord NH 03302-2159
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The Newsletter of the International Society of Barristers

Executive committee
President

Judy Barrasso
Louisiana

First Vice-President
Harry H. Schneider Jr.
Washington

Second Vice-President
Thomas W. Cranmer
Michigan

Secretary Treasurer
J. Kenneth McEwan
British Columbia

Immediate Past President
Daniel R. Baradat
California

Board of Governors
Peter Brodhead
Ohio

Steve Bruckner
Nebraska

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

Maxon Davis
Montana

James P. Frickleton
Kansas

Kevin Krist
Texas

Stephen H. Kupperman
Louisiana

Kathleen Lang
Michigan

Bruce A. Montoya
Colorado

Summer greetings from The Big Easy
Greetings from New Orleans
where our sultry summer
is in full swing. I hope you
enjoy reading The Crier,
the International Society of
Barristers’ new publication.
We are very excited about its
launch. Through The Crier,
we hope to keep our members
up to date about meetings
and activities. The Crier also
provides a means to more often
communicate with our fellows.

We will be hosted by the
fabulous Dorchester Hotel, in
As with any new publication, the Mayfair area across from
Hyde Park. The Dorchester
we expect to tweak it going
boasts newly renovated
forward and welcome your
feedback to help us publish a rooms, and its flower-filled
Promenade, common areas and
user-friendly product.
ballrooms are quintessential
I am excited and humbled to be London.
the president of this awesome
organization. As I look back at Ken and Jackie McEwan have
been working hard to secure
the list of my predecessors, I
know I have huge shoes to fill. outstanding speakers on a range
But, I am working to do that. of topics. And, importantly,
we are having two parties at
A principle goal for this year the Dorchester, with great
is to emphasize the “internaentertainment, music, dancing,
tional” in the International
scrumptious food, and ample
Society of Barristers. So, we
drinks.

Future meetings

Kathleen Flynn Peterson
Minnesota

2017 Board of Governors
Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton

David D. Powell, Jr.

October 4-7, 2017

Ray Persons
Georgia

Colorado

LeAnn Sanders
Nevada

Stephen Wade
Maine

Christopher Wesierski
California

Staff
Administrative
Secretary & Editor
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

Administrative Secretary &
Editor Emeritus
John W. Reed
Michigan

are making
our inaugural
trip to another
continent
and going
to London
for our
next annual
meeting, set
Judy Barrasso
for April 15-19,
2018. Mark your calendars!

New Orleans, Louisiana

2018 Annual Meeting
The Dorchester
London, England

April 15-19, 2018
2019 Annual Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton,
Dove Mountain
Tuscon, Arizona

March 24-30, 2019

N e ws

Beyond the Dorchester,
London offers fantastic sites,
including the Middle Temple
Inn of Court, the Imperial
War Museum, Tate Modern
Art Museum and the West
End theatres. We will host
an off-site dinner at Gibson
Hall, a magnificent former
banking hall in the heart of
the original city, and there
will be a free night to plan
your own adventures. For
those seeking further activities
with our fellows, an after
trip to St Andrews, Scotland,
is available. Be looking to
register in early September.

Another ISOB goal is to
have a more internationally
diverse membership. At our
annual meeting in Cancún in
March, the board approved
the nominations of several
candidates from the London
area. We hope that the newly
selected fellows will be
inducted at the London meeting
and will mark a renewal of our
continued on page 5
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The International Society of
Barristers has created an
annual lectureship to honor
John W. Reed, Thomas M.
Cooley Professor of Law
Emeritus at the University
of Michigan Law School
and retired Wayne State
University Law School
dean. On March 24, Michigan State Supreme Court
Justice Bridget McCormack
delivered the inaugural
John Reed Lecture at the
ISOB’s 2017 meeting.
Titled “The Forensic Science Frontier: It’s up to the
Lawyers,” the lecture drew

on McCormack’s extensive
involvement with studies
of the validity of forensic
evidence. Reed became
an academic fellow of the
society in 1978 and served
as administrative secretary
and editor of its journal,
Quarterly, from 1979 to
2010. For the last 20 years
of his tenure in the society,
Professor Reed gave the
concluding speech at each
annual convention, urging
the fellows on to a sense of
high purpose.
— State Bar of Michigan
more news on page 2
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Who knew? Getting to know the 2017 inductees

Front row, left to right: Sherry
Knutson (Illinois); Tom Rhodes
(Texas); Angelo Patacca (Florida);
Leslie Packer (North Carolina);
Larry Rogers Jr. (Illinois); Todd
Gardner (Washington); Pam Andrews
(Washington)
Middle row, left to right: Jim
Swanson (Louisiana); Chris
Messerly (Minnesota); Emile Banks
(Wisconsin); Buck Cire (Texas);
Robert David (Louisiana); Minor
Pipes (Louisiana); Dinyar Marzban
(British Columbia); Peter Schmit
(Minnesota)
Back row, left to right: Mike
Prangle (Illinois); Ryan Langley
(South Carolina); Steven Maher
(Florida); Scott McLaren (Florida);
Brandon Thompson (Minnesota);
Colin Carruthers (New Zealand);
Bob Cooper (British Columbia); John
Uustal (Florida); Tad Griffin (Florida)

Pam Andrews: Over the past 31 years, my
husband Tad and I have adopted 10 rescue
dogs: one deaf; one so timid she would not
walk; one who had lost her hair from anxiety over her prior living conditions; three
with cancer; all with endless personality.

Ryan Langley: I am passionate about
really good food and wild game, which
motivates a love for hunting, vegetable
gardening and cooking.

Peter Schmit: I grew up on a small dairy
farm in Northern Minnestsoa, where, as
the youngest of eight kids, had the daily
task of helping milk cows at 6am and 6pm
Monday through Sunday. Law is easy
compared to that.

Steven Maher: I enjoy golf, traveling
with my wife, Wendy, reading, listening to
Brandon Thompson: I love the mountains
Emile Banks: I am the first assistant pastor music and cycling.
(despite the lack of them in Minnesota),
of a mega church, Christian Faith Fellowand have been to the highest point of each
ship Church, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Dinyar Marzban: My interests are road
of the 50 states.
cycling, sculling and trap shooting.
Colin Carruthers: I run a vineyard and
winery located just outside Martinborough, Scott McLaren: I enjoy bird hunting, fish- John Uustal: I like the beach in Fort
Lauderdale, the St. Lawrence River, and
New Zealand, producing primarily Pinot
ing and skiing and would enjoy golf, but
anywhere in Italy.
Noir, but also Pinot Gris, Chardonnay,
for the part about keeping score.
Chenin Blanc, Syrah and Viognier, marketed under the label “Te Muna Valley.”
Chris Messerly: I am married to my high
school sweetheart, Joanne, and I am an
George Cire: I am an avid outdoorsman
Ironman triathlete and hockey player, and I
ews of Note
— fishing, hunting, surfing — and I make restore old cars.
continued from page 1
custom fishing rods.
On April 12, John Hunter Q.C., a
Leslie Packer: Now that we are empty
fellow since 2006, was appointed
Robert Cooper: I like to do anything out- nesters, my husband and I enjoy going on
directly to the Court of Appeal of
doors in the mountains of British Colum- long walks with our dog, and I am conBritish Columbia. Called to the bars
bia.
stantly challenged to come up with new
of British Columbia, the Yukon and
recipes to use the vegetables and herbs we
Ontario, Justice Hunter regularly
Todd Gardner: I enjoy skiing, playing
grow in our garden.
appeared before the Supreme Court
golf, being out on the water and doing just
of Canada, including his noted apabout anything with Polly, our boys and
Angelo Patacca: I enjoy long-distance
pointment as an amicus curiae in the
other family and friends.
motorcycle adventures, Brazilian jiu jitsu,
2014 Senate Reform Reference. His
and helping coach my sons’ high school
recent trial work included Henry v.
David Glover: I am a proud father of
lacrosse teams.
British Columbia (Attorney General)
6-year-old Olivia and 3-year-old Lilly and
in which he represented the provthe prouder husband of Theresa; we enjoy H. Minor Pipes III: I travel, read and play
ince of British Columbia in a claim
hiking, biking, floating rivers, swimming
tennis — chasing my three sons through
brought by a plaintiff arising out of his
and being with each other and with friends. most of them.
wrongful conviction and incarceration
for 27 years. Hunter taught National
Tad Griffin: In the summers, our family
J. Thomas Rhodes III: I really enjoy fishJudicial Institute programs on judicial
ing and bird hunting.
golfs and hikes together in Colorado.
decision-making and judicial ethics.
He served as president of the Law
Society of British Columbia and of
Sherry Knutson: I spend as much time as Larry Rogers Jr.: In my free time, I enjoy
the Federation of Law Societies of
being a volleyball dad, driving instructor,
I can at our log cabin in Indiana, where I
Canada.
enjoy outdoor activities: from bird-watch- horseback riding partner, and legal debater
— Submitted by Ken McEwan
ing to foraging to making apple cider on an with my four children.
old-fashioned press.
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The ISOB Foundation
From Joe Daly, president of the
foundation:

This year we made $50,000 in
grants of $10,000 each to five organizations: the National Institute for
Trial Advocacy (NITA) to fund the
International Society of Barristers
Spangenberg/Liber Scholarships to
NITA trial skills training programs;
the Center for Death Penalty Litigation to fund training for post-conviction death penalty lawyers; the
Innocence Network to fund training
at their annual meeting; and to
the Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC) in support of the Southeast
Immigrant Freedom Initiative (SIFI).
We are continually looking for new
organizations to support. If you
know of one whose work is consistent with the purposes set out in
our articles of incorporation, please
suggest their name to me.

Foundation
Executive
Committee

and professional representation, we
endeavor to win every meritorious
case brought on behalf of immigrants detained in the southeastern
United States — and to the extent
possible bonded or paroled immigrants who had been detained — as
a result of recent and anticipated
immigration enforcement.”

Thank you again for your support of
this important work. As you consider your charitable giving, please
include the foundation so that it
can not only continue its work, but
support even more worthy organizations advancing ISOB’s goals and
principles. You can easily donate in
honor of or in memory of colleagues
or friends as a way of acknowledging them and supporting the foundation’s work.

President

Joseph S. Daly
Nebraska

Vice President
Rebecca S. Thiem
North Dakota

Secretary/Treasurer
David S. Maring
North Dakota

Board of Governors
Robert Frazer Clark
Georgia

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

James K. Dorsett III
North Carolina

Robert M. Dowd
California

There are two ways to donate. You
can donate by credit card through
the website on the foundation’s page
Grantees value our work. A good
or you can send a check to the Interexample: “We deeply appreciate this national Society of Barristers Founspecial contribution for the Southdation at P.O. Box 21320, Durham,
east Immigrant Freedom Initiative
North Carolina 27703.
(SIFI),” said SPLC’s president, Richard Cohen.
Donations, of course, are fully tax
deductible and will be acknowlMr. Cohen, a former speaker at an
edged to you and to appropriate
annual meeting added, “Our attorothers, if made in honor of or in
neys are working with pro-bono
memory of someone.
counsel to ensure that every immigrant swept up in a raid in the
Thank for the honor and privilege to
Southeast has legal counsel. By
serve as your president of this great
providing aggressive, high-quality,
foundation.
Nöel Ferris

Dec. 21, 1948 - May 21, 2017
Nöel, of Sacramento, California, met her
husband, Parker, also an ISOB fellow, while
in law school. She was president of the
International Academy of Trial lawyers, a
consumate advocate and committed to the
prevention of human trafficking.

We remember
Bradford M. “Buck” Gearinger
Nov. 17, 1940 - May 30, 2017

Buck, of Akron, Ohio, was a major in the Marine
Corps and won the Akron Bar Association’s Professionalism Award during his years of practice.
His wife, Paula, survives him.

James J. Ormiston
Texas

Lance Sears
Colorado

William R. Sieben
Minnesota

William B. Smith
California

Timothy S. Trecek
Wisconsin

Staff
executive secretary
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

William T. Robinson III
Dec. 6, 1945 - May 9, 2017

Bill, of Lexington, Kentucky, was the
135th President of the American Bar
Association and is survived by his wife,
Joan, and his extended family.

Please contact the society at beskind@law.duke.edu if you know of a fellow who has passed away.
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Prosecuting the infamous underwear bomber case
Let me tell you about Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, who came in on Christmas Day
to Detroit on a plane with a bomb. He was
sent by Al-Qaeda to destroy the aircraft. He
failed, was arrested when he landed, and that
touched off a massive federal investigation ...
It was the largest investigation I’ve ever been
involved in. And certainly the most fascinating case I’ve ever been involved in.

... often times I hear people say to me in
talking about terrorism that their perception
of a suicide bomber is somebody who is not
well-educated, poor, and doesn’t really know
what they’re doing, maybe was brainwashed
into doing it. That type of description certainly does not fit Abdulmutallab, and I think it
really doesn’t fit many of the suicide bombers
... Mr. Abdulmutallab was from one of the
wealthiest families in Nigeria. ... He was also
highly educated. ...
And the mission that Al-Qaeda developed
was that Abdulmutallab would destroy a U.S.
airliner. That was the key; it had to be a U.S.
airliner, and it had to be over American soil.
Every other detail was left to him. ...

Abdulmutallab is on the plane and he goes
to the bathroom where he stays for about 20
minutes. And what he does in the bathroom
is he engages in a cleansing. He puts perfume
on himself ... he’s preparing to go to heaven.
So and he really, really overdoes it with the
perfume, in fact many of the witnesses on

the plane recalled the smell of perfume as
he walked back from the bathroom. .... He returns to his seat. He pulls a blanket up to his
chin and around his head and then he goes
into his pants where the bomb was hidden
and he depresses the plunger on the syringe,
which initiates the explosion. ...

I don’t know if you all do this, but when I
have a big, complicated case, I sometimes
will assign memory aids to witnesses, maybe
a quality about that witness; I’ll give them a
nickname Well,
we did that
in this case,
because we interviewed this
gentleman and
he told us that
when Abdulmutallab pulled that blanket up and initiated
the bomb, he turned to Abdulmutallab when
he saw the fire and he said, “Dude, your pants
are on fire.” ... It’s true. It’s true. So we called
him Dude. ...

“the most
fascinating case
I’ve ever been
involved in.”

So the passengers, they subdue Abdulmutallab, they extinguish the fire. ... [T]hey moved
him up to business class ... And he is seated
in a seat right across from a flight attendant
... And she said to him, “What did you have?”
And he ignored her at first, ... so she said,
“No, I said to you, what did you have?” And
he said, “Explosive device.” ... [W]e love this
piece of evidence because the federal statute

that we charged him with, the exact wording
in the statute is “explosive device.” ...
After the attack, Al-Qaeda released a video of
Abdulmutallab where Al-Qaeda took credit
for the attack. They talked about how the
bomb had defeated Western security, which
is a big selling point for them; they talked
about the defendant himself, kind of lionizing
him and encouraging others to be like him ...

And the legacy of this case I just want to
touch on briefly ... It’s much, much harder when the potential attacker is a lonely,
distraught, young man living in his parent’s
basement who has no previous contact with
law enforcement ... decides to pick up a gun,
or ... simply drives a vehicle into a busy university and steps out with a knife and starts
stabbing people. That is a much, much more
difficult problem for the FBI to handle. And
they’re in a situation where even one failure
is a failure for the FBI. ... Terrorists are in a
completely different position. They can fail
99 percent of the time, but if they just get one
it’s a success, and the bomb doesn’t even have
to fully function for them to have a success.
The FBI is just the opposite. So they have a
tremendously difficult job ahead of them.

Michael C. Martin has been an assistant U.S.
attorney in the Eastern district of Michigan since
2008. He’s assigned to the office’s National Security Unit, where he prosecutes terrorism, espionage, and other national security crimes. This
article is excerpted from his talk at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a
future issue of the ISOB Quarterly.

Cutting edge of fetal surgery, gene therapy
I’m really excited to talk about something that
I’m super passionate about and that’s treating
the unborn patient. … I want to tackle two
giant topics: One is in utero fetal surgery and
the other one is gene therapy. Widely divergent topics but two very important topics. I
want to hit on gene therapy because we have a
gene therapy lab. We’ve had a pretty significant breakthrough last year and I think that
gene therapy has the potential to not only cure
disease locally and regionally but nationally
Brad Feltis
and internationally, and gene therapy might
be one of the keys to rescuing the healthcare crisis that we have
worldwide. …

This family came to us, they actually came to us eight years ago
and they had a bad problem. They were happy that they were
pregnant with twins. .... They were very sad to find out that their
twins had something called Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome.
… they share a placenta. … In Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome, ... there becomes an imbalance in blood flow between the
two twins. One twin acts as the donor twin. He donates blood
volume to the recipient twin, and so this baby gets really big. His
gestational sac gets really big because he’s trying to get rid of that
volume by making urine. This baby goes into horrible kidney failure. This baby goes into horrible heart failure and left untreated,
95 percent of these babies die before 24 weeks. … These babies
have a bad, bad problem with very few options until about a de-
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cade ago when medical device technology and optics technology
had finally advanced to a point where we could start really doing
things inside the womb.

Operating with tiny cameras and tiny equipment is called fetoscopic surgery and so people have known for the last generation
that if you could figure out a way to disrupt those blood vessels,
to disrupt those communications between the babies, then you
could potentially treat the disease … We need to track the blood
vessels going from one baby to the other … Once we do that, we
introduce a 600 nanometer laser fiber. This is called a diode laser.
It fires under water and you cauterize or cook these blood vessels.
This is the tricky part of the case. You have to hold this probe
right next to the blood vessel without touching it because the
babies only have about half an ounce of circulating blood volume
and they can hemorrhage to death real quick if you rupture one
of those blood vessels. … We turn the placenta into essentially
two separate halves. Each of the babies has their own half of the
placenta and then the disease process reverses itself. … So these
are babies that wouldn’t have lived before and now you get the
best Christmas picture of all time...
So what is fetal surgery? So it’s a new field. … You can do an
open fetal surgery to expose some or all of the baby, do an operation on the baby, put the baby back in and have the pregnancy
continue. Up until a few years ago, the only indication for open
fetal surgery was for lethal problems because it’s a big deal …
continued on page 5

Thank you, Cindy

When the offices of the ISOB
moved from Ann Arbor,
Michigan, to Durham, North
Carolina, on John Reeds’
retirement, I reached out to
the most qualified person I
knew to handle our finances.
That person was Cindy
Henry, who had handled the
books of my former law firm.
For the past six years, Cindy
has been comptroller for
the society and foundation.
Her work has been perfect
— literally, perfect. Every

account has balanced to the
penny. And she has been a
wonderful colleague. We bid
Cindy goodbye as she moves
to the North Carolina coast
and thank her for her great
work.

Nicole Satterwhite will
be our new comptroller.
Please contact her with any
questions about finances,
billing or foundation
donations.
— Don Beskind

Mission stateMent

Membership in the International Society
of Barristers is extended to advocates
of exceptional talent whose qualities,
including integrity, honor and collegiality,
embody the spirit of the true professional.
Membership is by invitation only after
a rigorous screening process involving
lawyers and judges to identify trial lawyers
who meet its standards.
The society nurtures excellence and
professionalism in advocacy by its recognition of members’ achievements and
providing an opportunity for them, and
their spouses and guests, to meet and
find renewal of spirit in the company of
others who have traveled a similar road.
Its annual convention combines presen-

Submissions wanted

We want you. Or
ethics. Works that
more specifically,
have been previwe want what you
ously published
have written. If
are fine if the
you have aucopyright holder
thored something
consents and the
you think would
publication was
be suitable for
not such that our
our Quarterly,
members would
please submit it
have already seen
for consideration.
the work.
Past publications
have included fellows’
Send your submissions to
prose and poetry on topics Don Beskind at beskind@
from baseball to legal
law.duke.edu

tations, extraordinary in their quality and
diversity, that include topics drawn from
the arts, politics, science and other areas
of interest to lawyers and nonlawyers
alike with a broad range of social and
recreational activities. Barristers have no
rank or privilege among them and gather
annually to renew old friendships and to
make new ones. The society publishes a
quarterly journal of topics covered at the
meeting and otherwise of interest to its
members.
Through the ISOB, the society supports
the work of other organizations whose
endeavors are consistent with the society’s support of excellence and advocacy
under the adversarial system.

Fetal surgery, gene therapy
continued from page 4

[O]pen fetal surgery really hit a milestone
a few years ago when this randomized trial
was performed and this is for a repair of
myelomeningocele also called spina bifida.
… We make an incision in the uterus to
expose the baby and then we do an operation on the baby. … We don’t want to bring
the baby out of the uterus for this. We want
to manipulate the baby as little as possible.
We want to float the baby up to where we
make our incision in the uterus and then we
want to fix the baby and then tuck the baby
back in. … We haven’t cured the disease
but we’ve dramatically reduced the effects
of the disease and that’s what our goal is
for these surgeries. …
Our research focus is ex vivo gene therapy.
... Within a few years, we’re going to do
in utero gene therapy. We will be able to
give genes to the developing babies that

they’re missing and ultimately we want to
do gene correction…with the new technology .... [y]ou can specifically target exactly
where in the genome you’re missing a gene
and you can put it back. We have a lot of
single gene disorders ... like sickle cell
anemia, cystic fibrosis... If you can put the
defective gene back where it belongs, you
can cure a disease. We can do this in the
laboratory and we’re very, very close to
doing it in humans. … I think the potential
of gene therapy for the human population
is tremendous in both reducing disease but
really taking a lot of the heavy burden off
of the healthcare system.

Brad A. Feltis, M.D., PhD., is one of the world’s
few pediatric surgeons specializing in diagnosing
and treating anomalies in developing babies still
in the womb. This article is excerpted from his remarks at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a future issue of the ISOB
Quarterly.

Nominations

The rhythm of life for the ISOB is
the retirement of older fellows and
the nominations of new ones. If
you are interested in submitting
a nomination, log into the ISOB
website and click on the “Nominate”
tab and select the sub-tab of “How
to Nominate.”
If you have questions, contact Don
Beskind at beskind@law.duke.edu
or (919) 612-3955.
All qualified candidates will be
considered but we are particularly
interested in receiving nominations
of younger, female and more
diverse candidates.

President’s letter
continued from page 1

relationship with the English bar.
Third, be on the lookout for competent,
experienced trial lawyers to nominate to
join ISOB. Contact your state chair or Don
Beskind, our administrative secretary.
Lastly, I want to remind our fellows of the
great work our foundation is doing. Last
year the foundation awarded grants to
organizations who support ISOB’s mission
of encouraging advocacy in the adversary
system and retention of trial by jury.
I look forward to seeing many of you in
London. In the meantime, please send
your ideas, suggestions and nominations
for new fellows.
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Cancún, Mexico
2017

Annual Meeting

Larry Rogers Jr. and family with Tom Rhodes, right

Left to right: John and Jennifer Uustal and Mike Prangle

Dan and Sharon Baradat

Left to right: Scott Costantino, Gisela and Tad Griffin
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Fellows, guests enjoy Yucatán hospitality

Barristers, spouses, family, and guests gathered in March
at the Ritz-Carlton in Cancún for the 2017 Annual Meeting
planned to perfection by Dan and Sharon Baradat. More
than six days with perfect weather – for which the Baradats take full credit – we inducted 24 new fellows, including one who joined us from New Zealand; had meetings
of the society’s board of governors, the foundation’s board
of governors, and state chairs; heard from nine speakers;
enjoyed the company of other fellows and guests at dinners with live music; and partook of the wonderful activities available in this magnificent part of Mexico.

Speakers were selected by Tom and Maria Cranmer. Four
covered legal topics of general interest. Justice Bridget M.
McCormack from the Michigan Supreme Court gave the
inaugural John Reed professionalism lecture on the work
being done to eliminate junk science in criminal cases.
Rob Cary, who represented the late Sen. Ted Stevens,
spoke about Stevens’ wrongful conviction. Michael Martin
spoke about his role in prosecuting the “underwear bomber.” And Jess Bravin, from The Wall Street Journal, shared
his reporting on the Guantanamo terror courts. Other
speakers ran a fascinating gamut. At one ethereal extreme was famed chef, Jimmy Schmidt of the Rattlesnake

Grill, speaking on the intersection of natural nutrition and flavor.
While at the other extreme, Peter Morey enlightened us about
NASA’s upcoming James Webb space telescope. In between, Karl
Taube told tales of recent excavations at Chichen Itza. Dr. Brad
Feltis updated us on developments in fetal surgery and gene treatments, and the ever-popular Will Durst hit new heights of political
satire with the “The New Abnormal.”
Activities included a trip to the Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza, an
underground cave tour of the Río Secreto and a water jungle safari
as well as deep-sea fishing, sailing, snorkeling, cooking classes
and golf at several local courses. A big barristers thank you to Dan,
Sharon, Tom and Maria for making it a special week.

Top right: John Reed, our resident party animal
Above: Dancing to Liquid Blue
Left: Welcome reception and dinner, South Pool and Courtyard
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London calling

Save the date for the next annual meeting

April 15-19, 2018
Join us for our
first overseas
meeting, in London,
England. Fellows
will be staying at
The Dorchester
in the Mayfair
area near Hyde
Park. Outstanding
speakers, food and
entertainment
await. We will see
you there!

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE

Letter from president
future meetings
prosecuting the underwear bomber
treating the unborn patient
2017 inductees
we remember
news of note
update from cancún board meeting

If you need anything from the Barristers, contact:

Prof. Donald H. Beskind
(919) 613-7085
beskind@law.duke.edu

Send dues payment and foundation donations to:

International Society of Barristers
Post Office Box 21320
Durham, NC 27703
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The Newsletter of the International Society of Barristers

Executive committee
President

Judy Barrasso
Louisiana

First Vice-President
Harry H. Schneider Jr.
Washington

Second Vice-President
Thomas W. Cranmer
Michigan

Secretary Treasurer
J. Kenneth McEwan
British Columbia

Immediate Past President
Daniel R. Baradat
California

Board of Governors
Peter Brodhead
Ohio

Steve Bruckner
Nebraska

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

Maxon Davis
Montana

James P. Frickleton
Kansas

Kevin Krist
Texas

Stephen H. Kupperman
Louisiana

Kathleen Lang
Michigan

Bruce A. Montoya
Colorado

Summer greetings from The Big Easy
Greetings from New Orleans
where our sultry summer
is in full swing. I hope you
enjoy reading The Crier,
the International Society of
Barristers’ new publication.
We are very excited about its
launch. Through The Crier,
we hope to keep our members
up to date about meetings
and activities. The Crier also
provides a means to more often
communicate with our fellows.

We will be hosted by the
fabulous Dorchester Hotel, in
As with any new publication, the Mayfair area across from
Hyde Park. The Dorchester
we expect to tweak it going
boasts newly renovated
forward and welcome your
feedback to help us publish a rooms, and its flower-filled
Promenade, common areas and
user-friendly product.
ballrooms are quintessential
I am excited and humbled to be London.
the president of this awesome
organization. As I look back at Ken and Jackie McEwan have
been working hard to secure
the list of my predecessors, I
know I have huge shoes to fill. outstanding speakers on a range
But, I am working to do that. of topics. And, importantly,
we are having two parties at
A principle goal for this year the Dorchester, with great
is to emphasize the “internaentertainment, music, dancing,
tional” in the International
scrumptious food, and ample
Society of Barristers. So, we
drinks.

Future meetings

Kathleen Flynn Peterson
Minnesota

2017 Board of Governors
Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton

David D. Powell, Jr.

October 4-7, 2017

Ray Persons
Georgia

Colorado

LeAnn Sanders
Nevada

Stephen Wade
Maine

Christopher Wesierski
California

Staff
Administrative
Secretary & Editor
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

Administrative Secretary &
Editor Emeritus
John W. Reed
Michigan

are making
our inaugural
trip to another
continent
and going
to London
for our
next annual
meeting, set
Judy Barrasso
for April 15-19,
2018. Mark your calendars!

New Orleans, Louisiana

2018 Annual Meeting
The Dorchester
London, England

April 15-19, 2018
2019 Annual Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton,
Dove Mountain
Tuscon, Arizona

March 24-30, 2019

N e ws

Beyond the Dorchester,
London offers fantastic sites,
including the Middle Temple
Inn of Court, the Imperial
War Museum, Tate Modern
Art Museum and the West
End theatres. We will host
an off-site dinner at Gibson
Hall, a magnificent former
banking hall in the heart of
the original city, and there
will be a free night to plan
your own adventures. For
those seeking further activities
with our fellows, an after
trip to St Andrews, Scotland,
is available. Be looking to
register in early September.

Another ISOB goal is to
have a more internationally
diverse membership. At our
annual meeting in Cancún in
March, the board approved
the nominations of several
candidates from the London
area. We hope that the newly
selected fellows will be
inducted at the London meeting
and will mark a renewal of our
continued on page 5
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The International Society of
Barristers has created an
annual lectureship to honor
John W. Reed, Thomas M.
Cooley Professor of Law
Emeritus at the University
of Michigan Law School
and retired Wayne State
University Law School
dean. On March 24, Michigan State Supreme Court
Justice Bridget McCormack
delivered the inaugural
John Reed Lecture at the
ISOB’s 2017 meeting.
Titled “The Forensic Science Frontier: It’s up to the
Lawyers,” the lecture drew

on McCormack’s extensive
involvement with studies
of the validity of forensic
evidence. Reed became
an academic fellow of the
society in 1978 and served
as administrative secretary
and editor of its journal,
Quarterly, from 1979 to
2010. For the last 20 years
of his tenure in the society,
Professor Reed gave the
concluding speech at each
annual convention, urging
the fellows on to a sense of
high purpose.
— State Bar of Michigan
more news on page 2
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Who knew? Getting to know the 2017 inductees

Front row, left to right: Sherry
Knutson (Illinois); Tom Rhodes
(Texas); Angelo Patacca (Florida);
Leslie Packer (North Carolina);
Larry Rogers Jr. (Illinois); Todd
Gardner (Washington); Pam Andrews
(Washington)
Middle row, left to right: Jim
Swanson (Louisiana); Chris
Messerly (Minnesota); Emile Banks
(Wisconsin); Buck Cire (Texas);
Robert David (Louisiana); Minor
Pipes (Louisiana); Dinyar Marzban
(British Columbia); Peter Schmit
(Minnesota)
Back row, left to right: Mike
Prangle (Illinois); Ryan Langley
(South Carolina); Steven Maher
(Florida); Scott McLaren (Florida);
Brandon Thompson (Minnesota);
Colin Carruthers (New Zealand);
Bob Cooper (British Columbia); John
Uustal (Florida); Tad Griffin (Florida)

Pam Andrews: Over the past 31 years, my
husband Tad and I have adopted 10 rescue
dogs: one deaf; one so timid she would not
walk; one who had lost her hair from anxiety over her prior living conditions; three
with cancer; all with endless personality.

Ryan Langley: I am passionate about
really good food and wild game, which
motivates a love for hunting, vegetable
gardening and cooking.

Peter Schmit: I grew up on a small dairy
farm in Northern Minnestsoa, where, as
the youngest of eight kids, had the daily
task of helping milk cows at 6am and 6pm
Monday through Sunday. Law is easy
compared to that.

Steven Maher: I enjoy golf, traveling
with my wife, Wendy, reading, listening to
Brandon Thompson: I love the mountains
Emile Banks: I am the first assistant pastor music and cycling.
(despite the lack of them in Minnesota),
of a mega church, Christian Faith Fellowand have been to the highest point of each
ship Church, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Dinyar Marzban: My interests are road
of the 50 states.
cycling, sculling and trap shooting.
Colin Carruthers: I run a vineyard and
winery located just outside Martinborough, Scott McLaren: I enjoy bird hunting, fish- John Uustal: I like the beach in Fort
Lauderdale, the St. Lawrence River, and
New Zealand, producing primarily Pinot
ing and skiing and would enjoy golf, but
anywhere in Italy.
Noir, but also Pinot Gris, Chardonnay,
for the part about keeping score.
Chenin Blanc, Syrah and Viognier, marketed under the label “Te Muna Valley.”
Chris Messerly: I am married to my high
school sweetheart, Joanne, and I am an
George Cire: I am an avid outdoorsman
Ironman triathlete and hockey player, and I
ews of Note
— fishing, hunting, surfing — and I make restore old cars.
continued from page 1
custom fishing rods.
On April 12, John Hunter Q.C., a
Leslie Packer: Now that we are empty
fellow since 2006, was appointed
Robert Cooper: I like to do anything out- nesters, my husband and I enjoy going on
directly to the Court of Appeal of
doors in the mountains of British Colum- long walks with our dog, and I am conBritish Columbia. Called to the bars
bia.
stantly challenged to come up with new
of British Columbia, the Yukon and
recipes to use the vegetables and herbs we
Ontario, Justice Hunter regularly
Todd Gardner: I enjoy skiing, playing
grow in our garden.
appeared before the Supreme Court
golf, being out on the water and doing just
of Canada, including his noted apabout anything with Polly, our boys and
Angelo Patacca: I enjoy long-distance
pointment as an amicus curiae in the
other family and friends.
motorcycle adventures, Brazilian jiu jitsu,
2014 Senate Reform Reference. His
and helping coach my sons’ high school
recent trial work included Henry v.
David Glover: I am a proud father of
lacrosse teams.
British Columbia (Attorney General)
6-year-old Olivia and 3-year-old Lilly and
in which he represented the provthe prouder husband of Theresa; we enjoy H. Minor Pipes III: I travel, read and play
ince of British Columbia in a claim
hiking, biking, floating rivers, swimming
tennis — chasing my three sons through
brought by a plaintiff arising out of his
and being with each other and with friends. most of them.
wrongful conviction and incarceration
for 27 years. Hunter taught National
Tad Griffin: In the summers, our family
J. Thomas Rhodes III: I really enjoy fishJudicial Institute programs on judicial
ing and bird hunting.
golfs and hikes together in Colorado.
decision-making and judicial ethics.
He served as president of the Law
Society of British Columbia and of
Sherry Knutson: I spend as much time as Larry Rogers Jr.: In my free time, I enjoy
the Federation of Law Societies of
being a volleyball dad, driving instructor,
I can at our log cabin in Indiana, where I
Canada.
enjoy outdoor activities: from bird-watch- horseback riding partner, and legal debater
— Submitted by Ken McEwan
ing to foraging to making apple cider on an with my four children.
old-fashioned press.
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The ISOB Foundation
From Joe Daly, president of the
foundation:

This year we made $50,000 in
grants of $10,000 each to five organizations: the National Institute for
Trial Advocacy (NITA) to fund the
International Society of Barristers
Spangenberg/Liber Scholarships to
NITA trial skills training programs;
the Center for Death Penalty Litigation to fund training for post-conviction death penalty lawyers; the
Innocence Network to fund training
at their annual meeting; and to
the Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC) in support of the Southeast
Immigrant Freedom Initiative (SIFI).
We are continually looking for new
organizations to support. If you
know of one whose work is consistent with the purposes set out in
our articles of incorporation, please
suggest their name to me.

Foundation
Executive
Committee

and professional representation, we
endeavor to win every meritorious
case brought on behalf of immigrants detained in the southeastern
United States — and to the extent
possible bonded or paroled immigrants who had been detained — as
a result of recent and anticipated
immigration enforcement.”

Thank you again for your support of
this important work. As you consider your charitable giving, please
include the foundation so that it
can not only continue its work, but
support even more worthy organizations advancing ISOB’s goals and
principles. You can easily donate in
honor of or in memory of colleagues
or friends as a way of acknowledging them and supporting the foundation’s work.

President

Joseph S. Daly
Nebraska

Vice President
Rebecca S. Thiem
North Dakota

Secretary/Treasurer
David S. Maring
North Dakota

Board of Governors
Robert Frazer Clark
Georgia

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

James K. Dorsett III
North Carolina

Robert M. Dowd
California

There are two ways to donate. You
can donate by credit card through
the website on the foundation’s page
Grantees value our work. A good
or you can send a check to the Interexample: “We deeply appreciate this national Society of Barristers Founspecial contribution for the Southdation at P.O. Box 21320, Durham,
east Immigrant Freedom Initiative
North Carolina 27703.
(SIFI),” said SPLC’s president, Richard Cohen.
Donations, of course, are fully tax
deductible and will be acknowlMr. Cohen, a former speaker at an
edged to you and to appropriate
annual meeting added, “Our attorothers, if made in honor of or in
neys are working with pro-bono
memory of someone.
counsel to ensure that every immigrant swept up in a raid in the
Thank for the honor and privilege to
Southeast has legal counsel. By
serve as your president of this great
providing aggressive, high-quality,
foundation.
Nöel Ferris

Dec. 21, 1948 - May 21, 2017
Nöel, of Sacramento, California, met her
husband, Parker, also an ISOB fellow, while
in law school. She was president of the
International Academy of Trial lawyers, a
consumate advocate and committed to the
prevention of human trafficking.

We remember
Bradford M. “Buck” Gearinger
Nov. 17, 1940 - May 30, 2017

Buck, of Akron, Ohio, was a major in the Marine
Corps and won the Akron Bar Association’s Professionalism Award during his years of practice.
His wife, Paula, survives him.

James J. Ormiston
Texas

Lance Sears
Colorado

William R. Sieben
Minnesota

William B. Smith
California

Timothy S. Trecek
Wisconsin

Staff
executive secretary
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

William T. Robinson III
Dec. 6, 1945 - May 9, 2017

Bill, of Lexington, Kentucky, was the
135th President of the American Bar
Association and is survived by his wife,
Joan, and his extended family.

Please contact the society at beskind@law.duke.edu if you know of a fellow who has passed away.
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Prosecuting the infamous underwear bomber case
Let me tell you about Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, who came in on Christmas Day
to Detroit on a plane with a bomb. He was
sent by Al-Qaeda to destroy the aircraft. He
failed, was arrested when he landed, and that
touched off a massive federal investigation ...
It was the largest investigation I’ve ever been
involved in. And certainly the most fascinating case I’ve ever been involved in.

... often times I hear people say to me in
talking about terrorism that their perception
of a suicide bomber is somebody who is not
well-educated, poor, and doesn’t really know
what they’re doing, maybe was brainwashed
into doing it. That type of description certainly does not fit Abdulmutallab, and I think it
really doesn’t fit many of the suicide bombers
... Mr. Abdulmutallab was from one of the
wealthiest families in Nigeria. ... He was also
highly educated. ...
And the mission that Al-Qaeda developed
was that Abdulmutallab would destroy a U.S.
airliner. That was the key; it had to be a U.S.
airliner, and it had to be over American soil.
Every other detail was left to him. ...

Abdulmutallab is on the plane and he goes
to the bathroom where he stays for about 20
minutes. And what he does in the bathroom
is he engages in a cleansing. He puts perfume
on himself ... he’s preparing to go to heaven.
So and he really, really overdoes it with the
perfume, in fact many of the witnesses on

the plane recalled the smell of perfume as
he walked back from the bathroom. .... He returns to his seat. He pulls a blanket up to his
chin and around his head and then he goes
into his pants where the bomb was hidden
and he depresses the plunger on the syringe,
which initiates the explosion. ...

I don’t know if you all do this, but when I
have a big, complicated case, I sometimes
will assign memory aids to witnesses, maybe
a quality about that witness; I’ll give them a
nickname Well,
we did that
in this case,
because we interviewed this
gentleman and
he told us that
when Abdulmutallab pulled that blanket up and initiated
the bomb, he turned to Abdulmutallab when
he saw the fire and he said, “Dude, your pants
are on fire.” ... It’s true. It’s true. So we called
him Dude. ...

“the most
fascinating case
I’ve ever been
involved in.”

So the passengers, they subdue Abdulmutallab, they extinguish the fire. ... [T]hey moved
him up to business class ... And he is seated
in a seat right across from a flight attendant
... And she said to him, “What did you have?”
And he ignored her at first, ... so she said,
“No, I said to you, what did you have?” And
he said, “Explosive device.” ... [W]e love this
piece of evidence because the federal statute

that we charged him with, the exact wording
in the statute is “explosive device.” ...
After the attack, Al-Qaeda released a video of
Abdulmutallab where Al-Qaeda took credit
for the attack. They talked about how the
bomb had defeated Western security, which
is a big selling point for them; they talked
about the defendant himself, kind of lionizing
him and encouraging others to be like him ...

And the legacy of this case I just want to
touch on briefly ... It’s much, much harder when the potential attacker is a lonely,
distraught, young man living in his parent’s
basement who has no previous contact with
law enforcement ... decides to pick up a gun,
or ... simply drives a vehicle into a busy university and steps out with a knife and starts
stabbing people. That is a much, much more
difficult problem for the FBI to handle. And
they’re in a situation where even one failure
is a failure for the FBI. ... Terrorists are in a
completely different position. They can fail
99 percent of the time, but if they just get one
it’s a success, and the bomb doesn’t even have
to fully function for them to have a success.
The FBI is just the opposite. So they have a
tremendously difficult job ahead of them.

Michael C. Martin has been an assistant U.S.
attorney in the Eastern district of Michigan since
2008. He’s assigned to the office’s National Security Unit, where he prosecutes terrorism, espionage, and other national security crimes. This
article is excerpted from his talk at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a
future issue of the ISOB Quarterly.

Cutting edge of fetal surgery, gene therapy
I’m really excited to talk about something that
I’m super passionate about and that’s treating
the unborn patient. … I want to tackle two
giant topics: One is in utero fetal surgery and
the other one is gene therapy. Widely divergent topics but two very important topics. I
want to hit on gene therapy because we have a
gene therapy lab. We’ve had a pretty significant breakthrough last year and I think that
gene therapy has the potential to not only cure
disease locally and regionally but nationally
Brad Feltis
and internationally, and gene therapy might
be one of the keys to rescuing the healthcare crisis that we have
worldwide. …

This family came to us, they actually came to us eight years ago
and they had a bad problem. They were happy that they were
pregnant with twins. .... They were very sad to find out that their
twins had something called Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome.
… they share a placenta. … In Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome, ... there becomes an imbalance in blood flow between the
two twins. One twin acts as the donor twin. He donates blood
volume to the recipient twin, and so this baby gets really big. His
gestational sac gets really big because he’s trying to get rid of that
volume by making urine. This baby goes into horrible kidney failure. This baby goes into horrible heart failure and left untreated,
95 percent of these babies die before 24 weeks. … These babies
have a bad, bad problem with very few options until about a de-
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cade ago when medical device technology and optics technology
had finally advanced to a point where we could start really doing
things inside the womb.

Operating with tiny cameras and tiny equipment is called fetoscopic surgery and so people have known for the last generation
that if you could figure out a way to disrupt those blood vessels,
to disrupt those communications between the babies, then you
could potentially treat the disease … We need to track the blood
vessels going from one baby to the other … Once we do that, we
introduce a 600 nanometer laser fiber. This is called a diode laser.
It fires under water and you cauterize or cook these blood vessels.
This is the tricky part of the case. You have to hold this probe
right next to the blood vessel without touching it because the
babies only have about half an ounce of circulating blood volume
and they can hemorrhage to death real quick if you rupture one
of those blood vessels. … We turn the placenta into essentially
two separate halves. Each of the babies has their own half of the
placenta and then the disease process reverses itself. … So these
are babies that wouldn’t have lived before and now you get the
best Christmas picture of all time...
So what is fetal surgery? So it’s a new field. … You can do an
open fetal surgery to expose some or all of the baby, do an operation on the baby, put the baby back in and have the pregnancy
continue. Up until a few years ago, the only indication for open
fetal surgery was for lethal problems because it’s a big deal …
continued on page 5

Thank you, Cindy

When the offices of the ISOB
moved from Ann Arbor,
Michigan, to Durham, North
Carolina, on John Reeds’
retirement, I reached out to
the most qualified person I
knew to handle our finances.
That person was Cindy
Henry, who had handled the
books of my former law firm.
For the past six years, Cindy
has been comptroller for
the society and foundation.
Her work has been perfect
— literally, perfect. Every

account has balanced to the
penny. And she has been a
wonderful colleague. We bid
Cindy goodbye as she moves
to the North Carolina coast
and thank her for her great
work.

Nicole Satterwhite will
be our new comptroller.
Please contact her with any
questions about finances,
billing or foundation
donations.
— Don Beskind

Mission stateMent

Membership in the International Society
of Barristers is extended to advocates
of exceptional talent whose qualities,
including integrity, honor and collegiality,
embody the spirit of the true professional.
Membership is by invitation only after
a rigorous screening process involving
lawyers and judges to identify trial lawyers
who meet its standards.
The society nurtures excellence and
professionalism in advocacy by its recognition of members’ achievements and
providing an opportunity for them, and
their spouses and guests, to meet and
find renewal of spirit in the company of
others who have traveled a similar road.
Its annual convention combines presen-

Submissions wanted

We want you. Or
ethics. Works that
more specifically,
have been previwe want what you
ously published
have written. If
are fine if the
you have aucopyright holder
thored something
consents and the
you think would
publication was
be suitable for
not such that our
our Quarterly,
members would
please submit it
have already seen
for consideration.
the work.
Past publications
have included fellows’
Send your submissions to
prose and poetry on topics Don Beskind at beskind@
from baseball to legal
law.duke.edu

tations, extraordinary in their quality and
diversity, that include topics drawn from
the arts, politics, science and other areas
of interest to lawyers and nonlawyers
alike with a broad range of social and
recreational activities. Barristers have no
rank or privilege among them and gather
annually to renew old friendships and to
make new ones. The society publishes a
quarterly journal of topics covered at the
meeting and otherwise of interest to its
members.
Through the ISOB, the society supports
the work of other organizations whose
endeavors are consistent with the society’s support of excellence and advocacy
under the adversarial system.

Fetal surgery, gene therapy
continued from page 4

[O]pen fetal surgery really hit a milestone
a few years ago when this randomized trial
was performed and this is for a repair of
myelomeningocele also called spina bifida.
… We make an incision in the uterus to
expose the baby and then we do an operation on the baby. … We don’t want to bring
the baby out of the uterus for this. We want
to manipulate the baby as little as possible.
We want to float the baby up to where we
make our incision in the uterus and then we
want to fix the baby and then tuck the baby
back in. … We haven’t cured the disease
but we’ve dramatically reduced the effects
of the disease and that’s what our goal is
for these surgeries. …
Our research focus is ex vivo gene therapy.
... Within a few years, we’re going to do
in utero gene therapy. We will be able to
give genes to the developing babies that

they’re missing and ultimately we want to
do gene correction…with the new technology .... [y]ou can specifically target exactly
where in the genome you’re missing a gene
and you can put it back. We have a lot of
single gene disorders ... like sickle cell
anemia, cystic fibrosis... If you can put the
defective gene back where it belongs, you
can cure a disease. We can do this in the
laboratory and we’re very, very close to
doing it in humans. … I think the potential
of gene therapy for the human population
is tremendous in both reducing disease but
really taking a lot of the heavy burden off
of the healthcare system.

Brad A. Feltis, M.D., PhD., is one of the world’s
few pediatric surgeons specializing in diagnosing
and treating anomalies in developing babies still
in the womb. This article is excerpted from his remarks at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a future issue of the ISOB
Quarterly.

Nominations

The rhythm of life for the ISOB is
the retirement of older fellows and
the nominations of new ones. If
you are interested in submitting
a nomination, log into the ISOB
website and click on the “Nominate”
tab and select the sub-tab of “How
to Nominate.”
If you have questions, contact Don
Beskind at beskind@law.duke.edu
or (919) 612-3955.
All qualified candidates will be
considered but we are particularly
interested in receiving nominations
of younger, female and more
diverse candidates.

President’s letter
continued from page 1

relationship with the English bar.
Third, be on the lookout for competent,
experienced trial lawyers to nominate to
join ISOB. Contact your state chair or Don
Beskind, our administrative secretary.
Lastly, I want to remind our fellows of the
great work our foundation is doing. Last
year the foundation awarded grants to
organizations who support ISOB’s mission
of encouraging advocacy in the adversary
system and retention of trial by jury.
I look forward to seeing many of you in
London. In the meantime, please send
your ideas, suggestions and nominations
for new fellows.
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Cancún, Mexico
2017

Annual Meeting

Larry Rogers Jr. and family with Tom Rhodes, right

Left to right: John and Jennifer Uustal and Mike Prangle

Dan and Sharon Baradat

Left to right: Scott Costantino, Gisela and Tad Griffin
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Fellows, guests enjoy Yucatán hospitality

Barristers, spouses, family, and guests gathered in March
at the Ritz-Carlton in Cancún for the 2017 Annual Meeting
planned to perfection by Dan and Sharon Baradat. More
than six days with perfect weather – for which the Baradats take full credit – we inducted 24 new fellows, including one who joined us from New Zealand; had meetings
of the society’s board of governors, the foundation’s board
of governors, and state chairs; heard from nine speakers;
enjoyed the company of other fellows and guests at dinners with live music; and partook of the wonderful activities available in this magnificent part of Mexico.

Speakers were selected by Tom and Maria Cranmer. Four
covered legal topics of general interest. Justice Bridget M.
McCormack from the Michigan Supreme Court gave the
inaugural John Reed professionalism lecture on the work
being done to eliminate junk science in criminal cases.
Rob Cary, who represented the late Sen. Ted Stevens,
spoke about Stevens’ wrongful conviction. Michael Martin
spoke about his role in prosecuting the “underwear bomber.” And Jess Bravin, from The Wall Street Journal, shared
his reporting on the Guantanamo terror courts. Other
speakers ran a fascinating gamut. At one ethereal extreme was famed chef, Jimmy Schmidt of the Rattlesnake

Grill, speaking on the intersection of natural nutrition and flavor.
While at the other extreme, Peter Morey enlightened us about
NASA’s upcoming James Webb space telescope. In between, Karl
Taube told tales of recent excavations at Chichen Itza. Dr. Brad
Feltis updated us on developments in fetal surgery and gene treatments, and the ever-popular Will Durst hit new heights of political
satire with the “The New Abnormal.”
Activities included a trip to the Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza, an
underground cave tour of the Río Secreto and a water jungle safari
as well as deep-sea fishing, sailing, snorkeling, cooking classes
and golf at several local courses. A big barristers thank you to Dan,
Sharon, Tom and Maria for making it a special week.

Top right: John Reed, our resident party animal
Above: Dancing to Liquid Blue
Left: Welcome reception and dinner, South Pool and Courtyard
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London calling

Save the date for the next annual meeting

April 15-19, 2018
Join us for our
first overseas
meeting, in London,
England. Fellows
will be staying at
The Dorchester
in the Mayfair
area near Hyde
Park. Outstanding
speakers, food and
entertainment
await. We will see
you there!

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE

Letter from president
future meetings
prosecuting the underwear bomber
treating the unborn patient
2017 inductees
we remember
news of note
update from cancún board meeting

If you need anything from the Barristers, contact:

Prof. Donald H. Beskind
(919) 613-7085
beskind@law.duke.edu

Send dues payment and foundation donations to:

International Society of Barristers
Post Office Box 21320
Durham, NC 27703
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The Newsletter of the International Society of Barristers

Executive committee
President

Judy Barrasso
Louisiana

First Vice-President
Harry H. Schneider Jr.
Washington

Second Vice-President
Thomas W. Cranmer
Michigan

Secretary Treasurer
J. Kenneth McEwan
British Columbia

Immediate Past President
Daniel R. Baradat
California

Board of Governors
Peter Brodhead
Ohio

Steve Bruckner
Nebraska

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

Maxon Davis
Montana

James P. Frickleton
Kansas

Kevin Krist
Texas

Stephen H. Kupperman
Louisiana

Kathleen Lang
Michigan

Bruce A. Montoya
Colorado

Summer greetings from The Big Easy
Greetings from New Orleans
where our sultry summer
is in full swing. I hope you
enjoy reading The Crier,
the International Society of
Barristers’ new publication.
We are very excited about its
launch. Through The Crier,
we hope to keep our members
up to date about meetings
and activities. The Crier also
provides a means to more often
communicate with our fellows.

We will be hosted by the
fabulous Dorchester Hotel, in
As with any new publication, the Mayfair area across from
Hyde Park. The Dorchester
we expect to tweak it going
boasts newly renovated
forward and welcome your
feedback to help us publish a rooms, and its flower-filled
Promenade, common areas and
user-friendly product.
ballrooms are quintessential
I am excited and humbled to be London.
the president of this awesome
organization. As I look back at Ken and Jackie McEwan have
been working hard to secure
the list of my predecessors, I
know I have huge shoes to fill. outstanding speakers on a range
But, I am working to do that. of topics. And, importantly,
we are having two parties at
A principle goal for this year the Dorchester, with great
is to emphasize the “internaentertainment, music, dancing,
tional” in the International
scrumptious food, and ample
Society of Barristers. So, we
drinks.

Future meetings

Kathleen Flynn Peterson
Minnesota

2017 Board of Governors
Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton

David D. Powell, Jr.

October 4-7, 2017

Ray Persons
Georgia

Colorado

LeAnn Sanders
Nevada

Stephen Wade
Maine

Christopher Wesierski
California

Staff
Administrative
Secretary & Editor
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

Administrative Secretary &
Editor Emeritus
John W. Reed
Michigan

are making
our inaugural
trip to another
continent
and going
to London
for our
next annual
meeting, set
Judy Barrasso
for April 15-19,
2018. Mark your calendars!

New Orleans, Louisiana

2018 Annual Meeting
The Dorchester
London, England

April 15-19, 2018
2019 Annual Meeting
The Ritz-Carlton,
Dove Mountain
Tuscon, Arizona

March 24-30, 2019

N e ws

Beyond the Dorchester,
London offers fantastic sites,
including the Middle Temple
Inn of Court, the Imperial
War Museum, Tate Modern
Art Museum and the West
End theatres. We will host
an off-site dinner at Gibson
Hall, a magnificent former
banking hall in the heart of
the original city, and there
will be a free night to plan
your own adventures. For
those seeking further activities
with our fellows, an after
trip to St Andrews, Scotland,
is available. Be looking to
register in early September.

Another ISOB goal is to
have a more internationally
diverse membership. At our
annual meeting in Cancún in
March, the board approved
the nominations of several
candidates from the London
area. We hope that the newly
selected fellows will be
inducted at the London meeting
and will mark a renewal of our
continued on page 5
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The International Society of
Barristers has created an
annual lectureship to honor
John W. Reed, Thomas M.
Cooley Professor of Law
Emeritus at the University
of Michigan Law School
and retired Wayne State
University Law School
dean. On March 24, Michigan State Supreme Court
Justice Bridget McCormack
delivered the inaugural
John Reed Lecture at the
ISOB’s 2017 meeting.
Titled “The Forensic Science Frontier: It’s up to the
Lawyers,” the lecture drew

on McCormack’s extensive
involvement with studies
of the validity of forensic
evidence. Reed became
an academic fellow of the
society in 1978 and served
as administrative secretary
and editor of its journal,
Quarterly, from 1979 to
2010. For the last 20 years
of his tenure in the society,
Professor Reed gave the
concluding speech at each
annual convention, urging
the fellows on to a sense of
high purpose.
— State Bar of Michigan
more news on page 2
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Who knew? Getting to know the 2017 inductees

Front row, left to right: Sherry
Knutson (Illinois); Tom Rhodes
(Texas); Angelo Patacca (Florida);
Leslie Packer (North Carolina);
Larry Rogers Jr. (Illinois); Todd
Gardner (Washington); Pam Andrews
(Washington)
Middle row, left to right: Jim
Swanson (Louisiana); Chris
Messerly (Minnesota); Emile Banks
(Wisconsin); Buck Cire (Texas);
Robert David (Louisiana); Minor
Pipes (Louisiana); Dinyar Marzban
(British Columbia); Peter Schmit
(Minnesota)
Back row, left to right: Mike
Prangle (Illinois); Ryan Langley
(South Carolina); Steven Maher
(Florida); Scott McLaren (Florida);
Brandon Thompson (Minnesota);
Colin Carruthers (New Zealand);
Bob Cooper (British Columbia); John
Uustal (Florida); Tad Griffin (Florida)

Pam Andrews: Over the past 31 years, my
husband Tad and I have adopted 10 rescue
dogs: one deaf; one so timid she would not
walk; one who had lost her hair from anxiety over her prior living conditions; three
with cancer; all with endless personality.

Ryan Langley: I am passionate about
really good food and wild game, which
motivates a love for hunting, vegetable
gardening and cooking.

Peter Schmit: I grew up on a small dairy
farm in Northern Minnestsoa, where, as
the youngest of eight kids, had the daily
task of helping milk cows at 6am and 6pm
Monday through Sunday. Law is easy
compared to that.

Steven Maher: I enjoy golf, traveling
with my wife, Wendy, reading, listening to
Brandon Thompson: I love the mountains
Emile Banks: I am the first assistant pastor music and cycling.
(despite the lack of them in Minnesota),
of a mega church, Christian Faith Fellowand have been to the highest point of each
ship Church, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Dinyar Marzban: My interests are road
of the 50 states.
cycling, sculling and trap shooting.
Colin Carruthers: I run a vineyard and
winery located just outside Martinborough, Scott McLaren: I enjoy bird hunting, fish- John Uustal: I like the beach in Fort
Lauderdale, the St. Lawrence River, and
New Zealand, producing primarily Pinot
ing and skiing and would enjoy golf, but
anywhere in Italy.
Noir, but also Pinot Gris, Chardonnay,
for the part about keeping score.
Chenin Blanc, Syrah and Viognier, marketed under the label “Te Muna Valley.”
Chris Messerly: I am married to my high
school sweetheart, Joanne, and I am an
George Cire: I am an avid outdoorsman
Ironman triathlete and hockey player, and I
ews of Note
— fishing, hunting, surfing — and I make restore old cars.
continued from page 1
custom fishing rods.
On April 12, John Hunter Q.C., a
Leslie Packer: Now that we are empty
fellow since 2006, was appointed
Robert Cooper: I like to do anything out- nesters, my husband and I enjoy going on
directly to the Court of Appeal of
doors in the mountains of British Colum- long walks with our dog, and I am conBritish Columbia. Called to the bars
bia.
stantly challenged to come up with new
of British Columbia, the Yukon and
recipes to use the vegetables and herbs we
Ontario, Justice Hunter regularly
Todd Gardner: I enjoy skiing, playing
grow in our garden.
appeared before the Supreme Court
golf, being out on the water and doing just
of Canada, including his noted apabout anything with Polly, our boys and
Angelo Patacca: I enjoy long-distance
pointment as an amicus curiae in the
other family and friends.
motorcycle adventures, Brazilian jiu jitsu,
2014 Senate Reform Reference. His
and helping coach my sons’ high school
recent trial work included Henry v.
David Glover: I am a proud father of
lacrosse teams.
British Columbia (Attorney General)
6-year-old Olivia and 3-year-old Lilly and
in which he represented the provthe prouder husband of Theresa; we enjoy H. Minor Pipes III: I travel, read and play
ince of British Columbia in a claim
hiking, biking, floating rivers, swimming
tennis — chasing my three sons through
brought by a plaintiff arising out of his
and being with each other and with friends. most of them.
wrongful conviction and incarceration
for 27 years. Hunter taught National
Tad Griffin: In the summers, our family
J. Thomas Rhodes III: I really enjoy fishJudicial Institute programs on judicial
ing and bird hunting.
golfs and hikes together in Colorado.
decision-making and judicial ethics.
He served as president of the Law
Society of British Columbia and of
Sherry Knutson: I spend as much time as Larry Rogers Jr.: In my free time, I enjoy
the Federation of Law Societies of
being a volleyball dad, driving instructor,
I can at our log cabin in Indiana, where I
Canada.
enjoy outdoor activities: from bird-watch- horseback riding partner, and legal debater
— Submitted by Ken McEwan
ing to foraging to making apple cider on an with my four children.
old-fashioned press.
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The ISOB Foundation
From Joe Daly, president of the
foundation:

This year we made $50,000 in
grants of $10,000 each to five organizations: the National Institute for
Trial Advocacy (NITA) to fund the
International Society of Barristers
Spangenberg/Liber Scholarships to
NITA trial skills training programs;
the Center for Death Penalty Litigation to fund training for post-conviction death penalty lawyers; the
Innocence Network to fund training
at their annual meeting; and to
the Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC) in support of the Southeast
Immigrant Freedom Initiative (SIFI).
We are continually looking for new
organizations to support. If you
know of one whose work is consistent with the purposes set out in
our articles of incorporation, please
suggest their name to me.

Foundation
Executive
Committee

and professional representation, we
endeavor to win every meritorious
case brought on behalf of immigrants detained in the southeastern
United States — and to the extent
possible bonded or paroled immigrants who had been detained — as
a result of recent and anticipated
immigration enforcement.”

Thank you again for your support of
this important work. As you consider your charitable giving, please
include the foundation so that it
can not only continue its work, but
support even more worthy organizations advancing ISOB’s goals and
principles. You can easily donate in
honor of or in memory of colleagues
or friends as a way of acknowledging them and supporting the foundation’s work.

President

Joseph S. Daly
Nebraska

Vice President
Rebecca S. Thiem
North Dakota

Secretary/Treasurer
David S. Maring
North Dakota

Board of Governors
Robert Frazer Clark
Georgia

R. Scott Costantino
Florida

James K. Dorsett III
North Carolina

Robert M. Dowd
California

There are two ways to donate. You
can donate by credit card through
the website on the foundation’s page
Grantees value our work. A good
or you can send a check to the Interexample: “We deeply appreciate this national Society of Barristers Founspecial contribution for the Southdation at P.O. Box 21320, Durham,
east Immigrant Freedom Initiative
North Carolina 27703.
(SIFI),” said SPLC’s president, Richard Cohen.
Donations, of course, are fully tax
deductible and will be acknowlMr. Cohen, a former speaker at an
edged to you and to appropriate
annual meeting added, “Our attorothers, if made in honor of or in
neys are working with pro-bono
memory of someone.
counsel to ensure that every immigrant swept up in a raid in the
Thank for the honor and privilege to
Southeast has legal counsel. By
serve as your president of this great
providing aggressive, high-quality,
foundation.
Nöel Ferris

Dec. 21, 1948 - May 21, 2017
Nöel, of Sacramento, California, met her
husband, Parker, also an ISOB fellow, while
in law school. She was president of the
International Academy of Trial lawyers, a
consumate advocate and committed to the
prevention of human trafficking.

We remember
Bradford M. “Buck” Gearinger
Nov. 17, 1940 - May 30, 2017

Buck, of Akron, Ohio, was a major in the Marine
Corps and won the Akron Bar Association’s Professionalism Award during his years of practice.
His wife, Paula, survives him.

James J. Ormiston
Texas

Lance Sears
Colorado

William R. Sieben
Minnesota

William B. Smith
California

Timothy S. Trecek
Wisconsin

Staff
executive secretary
Donald H. Beskind
North Carolina

William T. Robinson III
Dec. 6, 1945 - May 9, 2017

Bill, of Lexington, Kentucky, was the
135th President of the American Bar
Association and is survived by his wife,
Joan, and his extended family.

Please contact the society at beskind@law.duke.edu if you know of a fellow who has passed away.
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Prosecuting the infamous underwear bomber case
Let me tell you about Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, who came in on Christmas Day
to Detroit on a plane with a bomb. He was
sent by Al-Qaeda to destroy the aircraft. He
failed, was arrested when he landed, and that
touched off a massive federal investigation ...
It was the largest investigation I’ve ever been
involved in. And certainly the most fascinating case I’ve ever been involved in.

... often times I hear people say to me in
talking about terrorism that their perception
of a suicide bomber is somebody who is not
well-educated, poor, and doesn’t really know
what they’re doing, maybe was brainwashed
into doing it. That type of description certainly does not fit Abdulmutallab, and I think it
really doesn’t fit many of the suicide bombers
... Mr. Abdulmutallab was from one of the
wealthiest families in Nigeria. ... He was also
highly educated. ...
And the mission that Al-Qaeda developed
was that Abdulmutallab would destroy a U.S.
airliner. That was the key; it had to be a U.S.
airliner, and it had to be over American soil.
Every other detail was left to him. ...

Abdulmutallab is on the plane and he goes
to the bathroom where he stays for about 20
minutes. And what he does in the bathroom
is he engages in a cleansing. He puts perfume
on himself ... he’s preparing to go to heaven.
So and he really, really overdoes it with the
perfume, in fact many of the witnesses on

the plane recalled the smell of perfume as
he walked back from the bathroom. .... He returns to his seat. He pulls a blanket up to his
chin and around his head and then he goes
into his pants where the bomb was hidden
and he depresses the plunger on the syringe,
which initiates the explosion. ...

I don’t know if you all do this, but when I
have a big, complicated case, I sometimes
will assign memory aids to witnesses, maybe
a quality about that witness; I’ll give them a
nickname Well,
we did that
in this case,
because we interviewed this
gentleman and
he told us that
when Abdulmutallab pulled that blanket up and initiated
the bomb, he turned to Abdulmutallab when
he saw the fire and he said, “Dude, your pants
are on fire.” ... It’s true. It’s true. So we called
him Dude. ...

“the most
fascinating case
I’ve ever been
involved in.”

So the passengers, they subdue Abdulmutallab, they extinguish the fire. ... [T]hey moved
him up to business class ... And he is seated
in a seat right across from a flight attendant
... And she said to him, “What did you have?”
And he ignored her at first, ... so she said,
“No, I said to you, what did you have?” And
he said, “Explosive device.” ... [W]e love this
piece of evidence because the federal statute

that we charged him with, the exact wording
in the statute is “explosive device.” ...
After the attack, Al-Qaeda released a video of
Abdulmutallab where Al-Qaeda took credit
for the attack. They talked about how the
bomb had defeated Western security, which
is a big selling point for them; they talked
about the defendant himself, kind of lionizing
him and encouraging others to be like him ...

And the legacy of this case I just want to
touch on briefly ... It’s much, much harder when the potential attacker is a lonely,
distraught, young man living in his parent’s
basement who has no previous contact with
law enforcement ... decides to pick up a gun,
or ... simply drives a vehicle into a busy university and steps out with a knife and starts
stabbing people. That is a much, much more
difficult problem for the FBI to handle. And
they’re in a situation where even one failure
is a failure for the FBI. ... Terrorists are in a
completely different position. They can fail
99 percent of the time, but if they just get one
it’s a success, and the bomb doesn’t even have
to fully function for them to have a success.
The FBI is just the opposite. So they have a
tremendously difficult job ahead of them.

Michael C. Martin has been an assistant U.S.
attorney in the Eastern district of Michigan since
2008. He’s assigned to the office’s National Security Unit, where he prosecutes terrorism, espionage, and other national security crimes. This
article is excerpted from his talk at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a
future issue of the ISOB Quarterly.

Cutting edge of fetal surgery, gene therapy
I’m really excited to talk about something that
I’m super passionate about and that’s treating
the unborn patient. … I want to tackle two
giant topics: One is in utero fetal surgery and
the other one is gene therapy. Widely divergent topics but two very important topics. I
want to hit on gene therapy because we have a
gene therapy lab. We’ve had a pretty significant breakthrough last year and I think that
gene therapy has the potential to not only cure
disease locally and regionally but nationally
Brad Feltis
and internationally, and gene therapy might
be one of the keys to rescuing the healthcare crisis that we have
worldwide. …

This family came to us, they actually came to us eight years ago
and they had a bad problem. They were happy that they were
pregnant with twins. .... They were very sad to find out that their
twins had something called Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome.
… they share a placenta. … In Twin to Twin Transfusion Syndrome, ... there becomes an imbalance in blood flow between the
two twins. One twin acts as the donor twin. He donates blood
volume to the recipient twin, and so this baby gets really big. His
gestational sac gets really big because he’s trying to get rid of that
volume by making urine. This baby goes into horrible kidney failure. This baby goes into horrible heart failure and left untreated,
95 percent of these babies die before 24 weeks. … These babies
have a bad, bad problem with very few options until about a de-
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cade ago when medical device technology and optics technology
had finally advanced to a point where we could start really doing
things inside the womb.

Operating with tiny cameras and tiny equipment is called fetoscopic surgery and so people have known for the last generation
that if you could figure out a way to disrupt those blood vessels,
to disrupt those communications between the babies, then you
could potentially treat the disease … We need to track the blood
vessels going from one baby to the other … Once we do that, we
introduce a 600 nanometer laser fiber. This is called a diode laser.
It fires under water and you cauterize or cook these blood vessels.
This is the tricky part of the case. You have to hold this probe
right next to the blood vessel without touching it because the
babies only have about half an ounce of circulating blood volume
and they can hemorrhage to death real quick if you rupture one
of those blood vessels. … We turn the placenta into essentially
two separate halves. Each of the babies has their own half of the
placenta and then the disease process reverses itself. … So these
are babies that wouldn’t have lived before and now you get the
best Christmas picture of all time...
So what is fetal surgery? So it’s a new field. … You can do an
open fetal surgery to expose some or all of the baby, do an operation on the baby, put the baby back in and have the pregnancy
continue. Up until a few years ago, the only indication for open
fetal surgery was for lethal problems because it’s a big deal …
continued on page 5

Thank you, Cindy

When the offices of the ISOB
moved from Ann Arbor,
Michigan, to Durham, North
Carolina, on John Reeds’
retirement, I reached out to
the most qualified person I
knew to handle our finances.
That person was Cindy
Henry, who had handled the
books of my former law firm.
For the past six years, Cindy
has been comptroller for
the society and foundation.
Her work has been perfect
— literally, perfect. Every

account has balanced to the
penny. And she has been a
wonderful colleague. We bid
Cindy goodbye as she moves
to the North Carolina coast
and thank her for her great
work.

Nicole Satterwhite will
be our new comptroller.
Please contact her with any
questions about finances,
billing or foundation
donations.
— Don Beskind

Mission stateMent

Membership in the International Society
of Barristers is extended to advocates
of exceptional talent whose qualities,
including integrity, honor and collegiality,
embody the spirit of the true professional.
Membership is by invitation only after
a rigorous screening process involving
lawyers and judges to identify trial lawyers
who meet its standards.
The society nurtures excellence and
professionalism in advocacy by its recognition of members’ achievements and
providing an opportunity for them, and
their spouses and guests, to meet and
find renewal of spirit in the company of
others who have traveled a similar road.
Its annual convention combines presen-

Submissions wanted

We want you. Or
ethics. Works that
more specifically,
have been previwe want what you
ously published
have written. If
are fine if the
you have aucopyright holder
thored something
consents and the
you think would
publication was
be suitable for
not such that our
our Quarterly,
members would
please submit it
have already seen
for consideration.
the work.
Past publications
have included fellows’
Send your submissions to
prose and poetry on topics Don Beskind at beskind@
from baseball to legal
law.duke.edu

tations, extraordinary in their quality and
diversity, that include topics drawn from
the arts, politics, science and other areas
of interest to lawyers and nonlawyers
alike with a broad range of social and
recreational activities. Barristers have no
rank or privilege among them and gather
annually to renew old friendships and to
make new ones. The society publishes a
quarterly journal of topics covered at the
meeting and otherwise of interest to its
members.
Through the ISOB, the society supports
the work of other organizations whose
endeavors are consistent with the society’s support of excellence and advocacy
under the adversarial system.

Fetal surgery, gene therapy
continued from page 4

[O]pen fetal surgery really hit a milestone
a few years ago when this randomized trial
was performed and this is for a repair of
myelomeningocele also called spina bifida.
… We make an incision in the uterus to
expose the baby and then we do an operation on the baby. … We don’t want to bring
the baby out of the uterus for this. We want
to manipulate the baby as little as possible.
We want to float the baby up to where we
make our incision in the uterus and then we
want to fix the baby and then tuck the baby
back in. … We haven’t cured the disease
but we’ve dramatically reduced the effects
of the disease and that’s what our goal is
for these surgeries. …
Our research focus is ex vivo gene therapy.
... Within a few years, we’re going to do
in utero gene therapy. We will be able to
give genes to the developing babies that

they’re missing and ultimately we want to
do gene correction…with the new technology .... [y]ou can specifically target exactly
where in the genome you’re missing a gene
and you can put it back. We have a lot of
single gene disorders ... like sickle cell
anemia, cystic fibrosis... If you can put the
defective gene back where it belongs, you
can cure a disease. We can do this in the
laboratory and we’re very, very close to
doing it in humans. … I think the potential
of gene therapy for the human population
is tremendous in both reducing disease but
really taking a lot of the heavy burden off
of the healthcare system.

Brad A. Feltis, M.D., PhD., is one of the world’s
few pediatric surgeons specializing in diagnosing
and treating anomalies in developing babies still
in the womb. This article is excerpted from his remarks at the 2017 annual meeting. It will be published in its entirety in a future issue of the ISOB
Quarterly.

Nominations

The rhythm of life for the ISOB is
the retirement of older fellows and
the nominations of new ones. If
you are interested in submitting
a nomination, log into the ISOB
website and click on the “Nominate”
tab and select the sub-tab of “How
to Nominate.”
If you have questions, contact Don
Beskind at beskind@law.duke.edu
or (919) 612-3955.
All qualified candidates will be
considered but we are particularly
interested in receiving nominations
of younger, female and more
diverse candidates.

President’s letter
continued from page 1

relationship with the English bar.
Third, be on the lookout for competent,
experienced trial lawyers to nominate to
join ISOB. Contact your state chair or Don
Beskind, our administrative secretary.
Lastly, I want to remind our fellows of the
great work our foundation is doing. Last
year the foundation awarded grants to
organizations who support ISOB’s mission
of encouraging advocacy in the adversary
system and retention of trial by jury.
I look forward to seeing many of you in
London. In the meantime, please send
your ideas, suggestions and nominations
for new fellows.
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Cancún, Mexico
2017

Annual Meeting

Larry Rogers Jr. and family with Tom Rhodes, right

Left to right: John and Jennifer Uustal and Mike Prangle

Dan and Sharon Baradat

Left to right: Scott Costantino, Gisela and Tad Griffin
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Fellows, guests enjoy Yucatán hospitality

Barristers, spouses, family, and guests gathered in March
at the Ritz-Carlton in Cancún for the 2017 Annual Meeting
planned to perfection by Dan and Sharon Baradat. More
than six days with perfect weather – for which the Baradats take full credit – we inducted 24 new fellows, including one who joined us from New Zealand; had meetings
of the society’s board of governors, the foundation’s board
of governors, and state chairs; heard from nine speakers;
enjoyed the company of other fellows and guests at dinners with live music; and partook of the wonderful activities available in this magnificent part of Mexico.

Speakers were selected by Tom and Maria Cranmer. Four
covered legal topics of general interest. Justice Bridget M.
McCormack from the Michigan Supreme Court gave the
inaugural John Reed professionalism lecture on the work
being done to eliminate junk science in criminal cases.
Rob Cary, who represented the late Sen. Ted Stevens,
spoke about Stevens’ wrongful conviction. Michael Martin
spoke about his role in prosecuting the “underwear bomber.” And Jess Bravin, from The Wall Street Journal, shared
his reporting on the Guantanamo terror courts. Other
speakers ran a fascinating gamut. At one ethereal extreme was famed chef, Jimmy Schmidt of the Rattlesnake

Grill, speaking on the intersection of natural nutrition and flavor.
While at the other extreme, Peter Morey enlightened us about
NASA’s upcoming James Webb space telescope. In between, Karl
Taube told tales of recent excavations at Chichen Itza. Dr. Brad
Feltis updated us on developments in fetal surgery and gene treatments, and the ever-popular Will Durst hit new heights of political
satire with the “The New Abnormal.”
Activities included a trip to the Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza, an
underground cave tour of the Río Secreto and a water jungle safari
as well as deep-sea fishing, sailing, snorkeling, cooking classes
and golf at several local courses. A big barristers thank you to Dan,
Sharon, Tom and Maria for making it a special week.

Top right: John Reed, our resident party animal
Above: Dancing to Liquid Blue
Left: Welcome reception and dinner, South Pool and Courtyard
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London calling

Save the date for the next annual meeting

April 15-19, 2018
Join us for our
first overseas
meeting, in London,
England. Fellows
will be staying at
The Dorchester
in the Mayfair
area near Hyde
Park. Outstanding
speakers, food and
entertainment
await. We will see
you there!
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